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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time | January 28, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
January 27 through February 4
Sat., Jan. 27

4:00p
SM
† Florence & Ernest Sandeen
6:00p
SR
† Coyne Callaghan
Sun., Jan. 28 8:30a
SR
SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† Faustino Sergiacomi
1:00p
SM
Spanish: Priest’s Intention
Mon., Jan. 29 ——— No Mass ———
Tue., Jan. 30 8:00a
SR
† Coyne Callaghan
Wed., Jan. 31 8:00a
SM
† Jackie Johnson
Thu., Feb. 1
8:00a
SR
† Barbara Puglisi
2:00p
Mass at The Classic
Fri., Feb. 2
9:00a
SM
Lynne Larabee
Sat., Feb. 3
9:00a
SM
First Saturday:
† Joan Minerath
4:00p
SM
† Todd Olson
6:00p
SR
Priest’s Intention
Sun., Feb. 4
8:30a
SR
† Frances & Harold Bohl
11:00a SM
† Cherie & Steven Boley
1:00p
SM
Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Dan Thelen
As of this writing, I have discussed
five of the twelve apostles. Today,
I will share the stories of two
more: St Matthew and St Matthias.
In Scripture St Matthew is often
referred to as Levi. He was from
Galilee and served as a tax collector at a customs post near the city
of Caparnaum. It is amazing to see the immediacy
with which he responded to the call of Jesus. According to the text Jesus simply said, “Follow me.”
St Matthew then immediately left his position as a tax
collector and followed the Lord. Shortly, thereafter, he
hosted a dinner in which Jesus and his disciples dined
with other tax collectors and sinners drawing the ire
of the Pharisees. Jesus simply responded to their
disapproving remarks with the words, "Those who are
well do not need a physician, but the sick do.” The
famous painting by Caravaggio in Rome at the Church
of San Luigi ai Francescani masterfully captures the
calling of St Matthew by Jesus.
As the Church began to spread outside of Palestine,
St Matthew is believed to have evangelized a region
south of the Caspian Sea which went by the name of
Ethiopia. (Located near modern-day Armenia and
Iran.) It was here that he is believed to have been
martyred.
In his ministry he compiled the Gospel of Matthew
for a Jewish audience. This Gospel is unique in that
it is the only book in the New Testament likely written
in Hebrew. All of the other books were written in
Greek. The Historian Eusebius claims that the apostle,
St Bartholomew, left a copy of the Gospel of Matthew
in India during his travels to this region. In the 5th
century another copy of this Gospel was allegedly
discovered with the relics of St Barnabas on the island
of Cyprus.
An anonymous author from the 10th century was the
first to record the presence of St Matthew’s relics in
Italy. They are located about 150 miles south of Rome
in the city of Salerno. The manner by which they
arrived is uncertain. Veneration of these relics grew
following the conquest of the region by Robert Guis-

card and the Normans. Eventually, the Cathedral of
Salerno was rebuilt and the relics of St Matthew were
reinterred within the cathedral in 1080’s. Today these
relics of St Matthew rest within a richly decorated
crypt in this cathedral.
Turning now to Matthias, the apostle who replaced
Judas in the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles,
we encounter an individual who was chosen by
lot and yet is considered one of the twelve apostles.
Tradition is cloudy in regards to his subsequent travels. One source claims that he evangelized an ancient
region called Ethiopia, the same region that
St Matthew visited south of the Caspian Sea. This
tradition then places his death and burial in the
ancient city of Sebastapolis in modern-day Turkey.
Another tradition claims that he was martyred in Jerusalem and that these remains were taken by St Helena
to Rome and to the German city of Trier. Relics of
St Matthias are still believed to be in both of these
cities. The relics in Trier rest within the famed Benedictine Abbey of this city. They are said to rest within a
sarcophagus in the crypt of its historic church. In
Rome some relics of St Matthias rest within the
porphyry urn that makes up the base of the main altar
at the Basilica of St Mary Major. Next to his remains
are also those of St Jerome, the great translator of the
Scriptures. Even more impressively, this same location
also claims to hold the very wood from the manger of
Christ’s crib in Bethlehem.

Sacraments
Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their infants at least two months prior to the anticipated date of
baptism. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more information, to download forms, and to
see upcoming baptismal class dates.
Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebration of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
time of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the anticipated date of marriage.
Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of time should receive the
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish offices to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, please
email Janet Fox generalbook@charter.com or call 715-529-1587.

Family Faith Formation Home Lessons. Just like with our parents, when we hear God's call, it's important for us to obey. In
this week's home lessons, learn more about God's authority and
how to follow through on His call with quick obedience.
9th and 10th Grade Confirmation students will have class as
usual this Wednesday from 6:30-8:00pm.
LAST CHANCE to get tickets to the Action City Youth Rally
on Fri., Feb. 2nd from 6-10pm with special guest speaker Father
Billy Dodge. Cost is just $20/person! Make sure to turn in your
permission forms and get your tickets from Jacqueline ASAP!
RCIA meets this Wednesday, January 31st from 6:30-8:30pm.
We'll learn more about what happens in the waters of Baptism
and what fruits or theological virtues happen as a result!
www.srsmRCIA.com.

Renelle Roesler from Liturgical Publications, our bulletin printer,
will be in our office this week beginning Monday, January 29,
securing new ads for our bulletin. Please consider purchasing an
ad, sponsoring a charity, or in Memory of a Loved One. Your participation makes our bulletin successful, and you attract customers!

Knights of Columbus
The regular monthly meeting will be held on Monday,
February 5 in the Knights Room. The officers will meet at
6:15p followed by the regular business meeting at 7:00p.

Elizabeth Ministry

Parish Council of Catholic Women
Join us for our 7th annual Valentine’s Dinner for Married Couples on Saturday, February 10, 2018 in the
St Mary’s Community Center from 5:00 - 9:30
pm. This year the Eau Claire Children’s Theatre will
be taping a Special Couple’s Edition of the Lyrical
Pursuit Game Show. Join us for social hour, a marriage blessing, & dinner for two before the show. Free childcare
is offered. Call or text Kathleen Wanke at 715-271-1824 or
email kathleenweishaar@aol.com. Space is limited to the first
50 couples that sign up, so reserve your table by February 5 th.
Save the date: Embracing Your Call to Holiness, Sat., March 3 at
St. Mary’s. Great speakers and fellowship. Registration forms are
in the Narthex. This event is held here at St. Mary’s with the opportunity for confession, Adoration and great speakers.

To add a name, due date/birth date,
request a meal, or to volunteer,
St. Mary’s Parish Staff
please call Emily Thurner at 715-864
-3048. Please pray for those who are Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
expecting: Shelley Van Wyk and Emily Sharon Stearns
715-855-1294, x. 100
Thurner.
 stmarypar@gmail.com

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults ....................................... $5,389.50
Endowment Fund........................ $100.00
Teens/Children ............................. $23.10
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $1,092.27
Total Envelope & Plate ........... $6,604.87
Capital Campaign .................... $1,767.07

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – M Willer and volunteer
11:00a – M Tan and C Melgard
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders ................................ 19
Amount Sold .......................... $5,1350.00
Profit (approximately) ................ $260.63
Monthly Profit............................. $854.29
Thank you!

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x. 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x. 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Young Adult Ministry
Colleen Duffy
 dmneelloc@gmail.com

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, February 3, 4:00p
Lector

J Nelson

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

JP & G Wolterstorff
J Wolterstorff
J Wolterstorff
W Liedl, B Ciske, J Hayden,
M Kloss

Sunday, February 4, 11:00a
Lector

J Grieves

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

S Black, R Hadt
C Thurner
C Thurner
D Hawker, D Kamrowski,
T Sykora, R Stephenson
C Mastej, C Kading, J Thom,
M Kleist

Counters

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
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Candles and St. Blaise Blessing

Forty Hours Devotion

Family Faith Formation
Save the date: on February 2, there will
be a Youth Rally at Action City for all middle and high school students in the EC
Deanery. Fr. Billy Dodge, Director of Vocational Recruitment for the diocese, will
be our (exceptionally engaging) speaker
that evening! RSVP to Marianne ASAP.
Homebound Visits
If you know of someone that is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.

February 2, 9:00a at St. Mary’s, there will
be a blessing of candles. All are invited to
attend Mass and bring candles you wish
blessed. On February 3, 6:00p Mass at St.
Raymond’s, there will be a blessing of
throats immediately after Mass.

Our Forty Hours Devotion will begin on
Ash Wednesday, February 14. This is an
opportunity for people to gather as a
community before the Blessed Sacrament
and to pray to Our Lord in solemn adoration. Please sign up to spend just an hour
with Jesus—beginning Ash Wednesday,
February 14 at 8:00p through Friday, February 16 at 4:00p. Sign up sheets are located in the gathering space at both parishes. If you have any questions, please
contact Nan Falbo at 715-878-4767.

Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400. Needed: a
signed rental agreement, proof of liability
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3
months in advance. Rental is available to
parish members only.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.
Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration is held on Thursdays from 5:00-10:00p. Confessions are
on Thursdays from 7:00-9:00p.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, February 3, 6:00p
Lector

A Christ

Servers
Ushers

S Fiser
A Christ, T Starks

Sunday, February 4, 8:30a
Lector

Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

P Uhlig
B Gruba, T Fischer,
M Callaghan
J Campbell, A & K Burmesch
D Olson, C & J Rollins,
J Krupka
C & D Fiser
M Burmesch, D Ziemann,
S Mayer

Advertiser of the Week

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus will
be hosting a Family Movie
night in the hall after the
6:00p Mass on February 10.
We will be offering hotdogs, chips, popcorn and drinks. We are encouraging families to bring treats to share. Movie choice
has yet to be determined. Please email
your
movie
suggestion
to
knights@straymond.us.
The annual Server Party will be February
11, from 5-7:00p in the Parish Hall. Please
join us for pizza and fun!

If You Are Not Feeling Well
If you are not feeling well
during these winter months,
please be considerate of others
by refraining from handshakes
during the Sign of Peace and by
not receiving from the chalice at
communion.

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Diocesan History Books
The Diocese of La Crosse has printed a
beautiful, hard cover, 464 full color page
book, celebrating their 150th anniversary.
The history of the Diocese is richly illustrated in this book with pull-out objects.
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,
with only limited printed editions available! You can purchase your copy from the
parish office for just $33. Please contact
715-877-3400 to reserve your copy!

Mass Intentions
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 stipend for each
intention. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.

Winter Weather Notice
If the roads are bad and travel is
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for
Mass, members of the parish should use
caution. Please use your best judgment
when deciding if it is safe to travel to
Mass. If schools are cancelled or delayed
in the Eau Claire School District, then
there will be no daily Mass.

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .................................... $3,641.00
Holy Day ........................................ $5.00
First Offering ............................... $35.00
Youth Envelopes ........................... $3.30
Plate .......................................... $721.60
Capital Campaign ...................... $950.00
Building Fund ............................ $250.00
Fuel ........................................... $452.00
Total Envelope and Plate ..... $6,057.90

Feast of the Presentation
Friday, February 2 is the Feast of the Presentation. The Church celebrates the feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the temple which
occurs forty days after the birth of Jesus and is also known as Candlemas day, since the blessing and procession of candles is included
in Friday's liturgy.
According to the 1962 Missal of St. John XXIII the Extraordinary
Form of the Roman Rite, today is referred to as the "Purification of
Mary." This is known as a "Christmas feast" since it points back to
the Solemnity of Christmas. Many Catholics practice the tradition of
keeping out the Nativity creche or other Christmas decorations until
this feast.

At the 9:00 Mass at St Mary's on Friday, February 2, we'll have the
blessing of candles at the doors of the church, followed by a procession of the 5th graders carrying candles representing us all keeping
the light of Christ alive in our hearts.
By custom, we also bless the candles used the following day for
blessing of the throats and bless all other candles. If you have candles of your own you want blessed, please bring them in and set them on the table in the narthex for the blessing and take them home after Mass.
During this special Feast Day, the Gloria will be sung and incense will be used.

The Blessing of Throats will be on Sat., February 3.
St. Mary’s at the 9:00a First Saturday Mass.
St. Raymond’s after the 6:00p Mass.
What is the origin of the blessing of throats on the feast of
St. Blaise on February 3?
St. Blaise, Biagio in Italian, Blasco or Blas in Spanish, was a bishop if Sebaste,
Armenia, in modern Turkey, who was martyred for witnessing to the faith. He
was tortured and beheaded for his beliefs by the local Roman governor
around AD 316. This is all that is known about him, the rest being legend. We
know much more about devotion to and the popularity of St. Blaise than historical facts.
The blessing of throats associated with St. Blaise is due to a miracle attributed
to him. While in prison, he miraculously saved a boy choking on a fish bone.
Early in the sixth century, evidence exists in the Eastern Church that Blaise
was prayed to for ailments of the throat. To this day, his feast is a holy day in
the Eastern Church. In the ninth century, veneration of St. Blaise came to the Western Church and became very
popular. Blessing of the throats with crossed candles began in the 1500s, the height of devotion to St. Blaise,
and that blessing is still part of the devotion of the Catholic Church.
No matter what the facts are, St. Blaise is a constant reminder to us of God’s care and concern for us in our
weakness, sickness, and limited human existence. God’s healing touch is with us always. St. Blaise’s celebration
is one of the ways in which we highlight and thank God for that care and concern.

