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Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

February 3 through February 11 

Sat., Feb. 3 9:00a SM † Joan Minerath 
  4:00p SM † Todd Olson 
  6:00p  SR Priest’s Intention 
Sun., Feb. 4 8:30a  SR † Francis & Harold Bohl 
  11:00a SM †  Cherie & Steven Boley   
  1:00p SM Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Feb. 5 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Feb. 6 8:00a SR The Military  
Wed., Feb. 7 8:00a SM For All Priests 
Thu., Feb. 8 8:00a SR † Coyne Callaghan 
  10:30a  Mass at Augusta NH 
Fri., Feb. 9 9:00a SM Denise Lemke 
Sat., Feb. 10 4:00p SM † Catherine Glaug 
  6:00p SR † Bob & Phyllis Klees 
Sun., Feb. 11 8:30a SR † Matt Schreier 
  11:00a SM † SM & SR Parishioners 
  1:00p SM Spanish: Priest’s Intention 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

Stations of the Cross 

 Sunday 5:00p SR 
 Friday  7:00p   SM 
 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  

by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you. 

Pastor 
 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 
 

Fr. Daniel Thelen 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com  

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand. 



Learning from St. Benedict 
 

Ora et Labora. “Pray and work.” Those words 
summarize the life of Benedictine monks, 
lived peaceably and consistently, day in and 
day out, for centuries. Over the course of 
those centuries following St. Benedict’s life, 
that ethos of the monks exerted a slow and 
steady influence on all of Europe, and from 
there, upon many other peoples in the 
world. So many things that are great in 

Western Civilization arose because of women and men living out 
this slogan of Ora et Labora in their daily lives. That is true whether 
we consider the majestic medieval architecture, the founding     
and growth of higher learning in universities, or the strength and 
discipline of the American spirit that shone forth in the lives of the 
“greatest generation” and still shines on today, even if in fewer 
people. In our present lives of busyness, it is not so common to see 
consistent prayer. In a world that promises instant gratification, an 
attitude of entitlement carries much more appeal than working 
hard for one’s daily bread. 
 

Pray. Benedict and his monks historically set down their earthly 
tasks and gathered together for communal prayer eight times over 
the course of the day and night. They prayed the Liturgy of the 
Hours, which they called the Officium Divinum (“Divine Office”) or 
the Opus Dei (“Work of God”). This was a sacred and joyful duty to 
gather together and praise God who is the source of every good in 
them and in the world. It was their chief work of charity on behalf 
to the people around them, lifting up all their physical and spiritual 
needs to the one who can do the most to alleviate them. 
 

In Benedict’s own words, “Nothing is to be preferred to the work of 
God.” That does not mean that monks were never allowed to miss 
the Divine Office. The Rule makes provisions for that. But there was 
never a question that this rhythmic communal prayer was the 
beating heart of a monk’s life. It was their sustenance. You might 
skip a meal now and then, but not consistently and not for too 
long. Consistent prayer is a greater human need than we realize. 
 

One author uses the image of a “great wheel” to describe the litur-
gical life that is so core to the Benedictines. It is a wheel that has 
been turning steadily for centuries, for the entire history of the 
Church – in a yearly cycle, in a weekly cycle, in a daily cycle. Indeed, 
the practice of gathering regularly for communal prayer predates 
the Church and was immediately part of our daily life. In Acts, Luke 
describes Mary and the Apostles gathering daily to pray in            
the upper room. Then as the Christian community receives its 
growth at Pentecost, we learn the pillars of their life: the Eucharist, 
community, the teaching of the apostles, and regular prayers (Acts 
2:42). 
 

Jesus commanded his disciples to “pray always” – an impossible 
task for any one of us. But collectively, as the one Body of Christ, 
we have obeyed his command for nearly 2,000 years! Especially 
now that the Church is spread throughout the world, Christians 
somewhere are always at prayer. The Liturgy of the Hours is a 
structured prayer that especially aims at this goal. Whether prayed 
by one person (as happens with me 90% of the time) or by a gath-
ered community, it is always the official prayer of the whole body. 
Those psalms and hymns, praises and petitions rise up to God the 
Father, consecrating that time and place to God. Prayed by the 

living Church, they are offered in Christ, by Christ, and through 
Christ for the needs of the Church and the world. 
 

Historically, the Benedictines chanted the psalms – a practice inher-
ited from our Jewish forefathers. The chants do not follow a time 
signature (like modern music) but flow like a stream, twisting and 
bending, but steadily pressing forward. At times, a single syllable 
can be sung with several notes over an enormously long time – so 
long, in fact, that one singer cannot possibly do it. It can only be 
sung seamlessly by a gathered community. 
 

Lay people are also very much encouraged to pray the Liturgy        
of the Hours. We have a group that gathers every Wednesday 
morning at St. Mary’s at 7:30, before the 8 AM Mass. Or in place of 
the Divine Office, lay Catholics for centuries have had the practice 
of “saying their prayers” at key times of the day (morning, meals, 
evening, bedtime). There is tremendous value to that discipline. 
 

Even more importantly, prayer should be about a personal love 
relationship. In other weeks, I’ve written about the Benedictine 
practice of Lectio Divina, and how we can meditate on Scripture to 
enter into a heart-to-heart conversation with God. Genuine prayer 
of that kind always involves pouring our hearts out to God and  
listening to Him with a silent and attentive heart. 
 

I’ve also written several times about the value and importance of 
human labor. It cannot be reduced to a “necessary evil” that came 
after the Fall. Ultimately, labor is a truly human task that imitates 
God’s own labor. When we pray faithfully, we find the freedom to 
consecrate our resting and our rising, our labor and our leisure. All 
is gift from God and can be given back to God as a free and joyful 
offering done for his glory. 

Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIOCESE of LA CROSSE 
 
The Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, D.D., 
Bishop of La Crosse, makes the following announcement: 
 
The Reverend Amalraj Antony, with the permission of the 
Most Reverend Antony Pappusamy, Archbishop of 
Madurai, is appointed Parochial Administrator at St. 
Bridget Parish in Ettrick and St. Ansgar Parish in Blair, 
effective February 1, 2018. 
 

The Reverend Wesley Janowski, Pastor of St. Anthony de 
Padua Parish in Cazenovia, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish in Keyesville, and Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish 
in Lone Rock, is appointed Pastor of St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in Necedah and Our Lady of the Lake Parish in 
Castle Rock Lake, effective February 1, 2018. 
 

The Reverend Joseph Okine-Quartey, Parochial 
Administrator of St. John the Baptist Parish in Plum City 
and St. Joseph Parish in Arkansaw, is appointed Pastor, 
effective February 1, 2018. 



Parish News 

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, please 
email Janet Fox generalbook@charter.com or call 715-529-1587. 

Pastoral Council 
Congratulations to Ralph Melgard and Tony Sykora on their elec-
tion to the Pastoral Council and to Matt Chilson who was 
reelected to another term.  

First Communion Dresses 
Kathryn Shakal, a local, fellow parishioner has 
over twelve years of experience in creating cus-
tom-made garments, with a particular emphasis 
on First Holy Communion Dresses. She has both 
ready-made dresses and the ability to craft a dress 
according to one’s unique size and preferences. If 
you would like a hand-crafted dress for your little girl on her 
special day or have questions regarding what else Kathryn is able 
to create, please contact her by phone or text at 262-298-0007. 

National Marriage Encounter Weekend March 10-11 
A National Marriage Encounter Weekend is scheduled for March 
10th and 11th in Eau Claire.  Marriage Encounter is designed for 
couples who are interested in having a closer relationship in 
their marriage. The weekend will begin on Saturday morning 
with 7:30 registration and close on Sunday afternoon by 
3:45p.  For more information contact Chippewa Valley Marriage 
Encounter, 127 E. Mac Arthur Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54701; phone 
at 715-832-3296, e-mail at rippsk@charter.net  or through our 
website  www.marriage-encounter.org/Affiliates/chippewa.htm. 

50th Jubilee Celebration 
Each year, the Diocese of La Crosse celebrates those couples in 
the Diocese celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary.  One of 
three celebrations will be held at St. Mary’s on Sunday, June 24. 
If you are celebrating your 50th wedding 
anniversary in 2018, please contact the 
parish office.  
 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, February 10, 4:00p 

Lector K Shakal 

Servers H & L Johnson 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Server N Miedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, P Connell,  
  M & H Talley 
 

Sunday, February 11, 11:00a 
Lector A Koenig 

Servers L Kovacevich, T Doney 
A. Server J Fox 
S. Server J Fox 
Ushers R Smeltzer, F Chukwudelunzu, 
  J Cooley, B Webster 
Counters C Mastej, C Kading, M Kleist 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant 
  Sharon Stearns         715-855-1294, x. 100  
      stmarypar@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus           715-855-1294, x. 146              

    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert       414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Director of Sacred Music 
  Sydney Alexander                 715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x. 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com  

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Young Adult Ministry   
  Colleen Duffy 
    dmneelloc@gmail.com 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – C Melgard and J Nelson 
11:00a – T Goettl and Volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders ................................ 23 
Amount Sold ............................ $4,665.00 
Profit  (approximately) ................ $133.90 
Monthly Profit ............................. $854.29 

Thank you! 

Saint Mary’s Parish 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ....................................... $4,073.40 
Adults ACH ............................... $2,019.60 
Endowment Fund........................ $505.00 
Teens/Children ............................. $26.95 
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $1,355.26 
Total Envelope & Plate ........... $7,980.21 
 

Capital Campaign  ....................... $900.00 
Capital Campaign ACH ............. $1,992.33 

Family Faith Formation 

Family Faith Formation for K-8 and parents takes place this 
Wednesday, February 7th! Please note that class now meets 
from 6:15pm-7:30pm. This week's lesson is titled "Sacrament 
of the Sick" on Everything You've Ever Wanted to Know and Nev-
er Got to Ask About Last Rites! Featured dinner is Beef Stew with 
Cheddar Bay Biscuits served from 5:30-6:15pm. Remember to 
bring your Home Lesson Report AND Mass Attendance Cards. 
9th and 10th Grade Confirmation students will be serving at 
Family Faith Formation this Wednesday from 5:30-8:00pm. 
NO RCIA this week!  

Knights of Columbus 

The regular monthly meeting will be held on Monday, 
February 5 in the Knights Room. The officers will meet at 
6:15p followed by the regular business meeting at 7:00p. 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, 
or to  volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-
3048. Please pray for those who are expecting: Shelley 
Van Wyk and Emily Thurner.  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Lenten table will be available after all Masses Feb. 10-11 
and Feb. 17-18. Stock up on Catholic items for Lent and 
other devotional items. Pay with cash or check.   
Embracing Your Call to Holiness, Sat., Mar. 3 at St. Mary’s.  
Registration forms are in the Narthex. This event is held here at 
St. Mary’s with the opportunity for confession, Adoration and 
great speakers and fellowship with your sisters in Christ.  

https://maps.google.com/?q=127+E.+Mac+Arthur+Ave.,+Eau+Claire,+WI+54701&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.marriage-encounter.org/Affiliates/chippewa.htm


St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp     715-877-3400 

    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                        715-533-0629 

    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE   715-835-8840 

    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

  Director of Sacred Music 
  Sydney Alexander     715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                         715-492-9677 

    autobobs@outlook.com 

Priest-in-Residence             
  Fr. John Schultz                     715-271-0018 

    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

     S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742 

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $2,410.00 
Youth Envelopes ........................... $2.50 
Plate .......................................... $329.50 
Capital Campaign ................... $2,010.00 
Fuel ........................................... $105.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ...... $4,857.00 

Mass Intentions 

If you would like a Mass said for someone, 
please submit a $10 stipend for each inten-
tion.  Also, please include whether or not 
the individual is living or deceased.   

If you are not feeling well 
during these winter months, 
please be considerate of others 
by refraining from handshakes 
during the Sign of Peace and by 

not receiving from the chalice at 
communion.  

If You Are Not Feeling Well 

Family Faith Formation 
Our next Family Formation class is next 
Sunday, February 11. Don't forget your 
family records and Mass cards! 

Hall Rental 
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall 
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie 
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400.  Needed:  a 
signed rental agreement, proof of liability 
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.  
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3 
months in advance.  Rental is available to 
parish members only. 

Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Eucharistic Adoration 
Eucharistic Adoration is held on Thurs-
days from 5:00-10:00p. Confessions are 
on Thursdays from 7:00-9:00p. 

Mass Time Change 
Tuesday, February 13 Mass will be at 
9:00a. Regis Catholic School will be hold-
ing their Retreat at St. Raymond’s and all 
are welcome to attend Mass with them. 

Homebound Visits 
If you know of someone that is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Parish News Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will be 
hosting a Family Movie night in 
the hall after the 6:00p Mass on 
February 10.  We will be offer-

ing hotdogs, chips, popcorn and drinks. We 
are encouraging families to bring treats to 
share. Movie choice has yet to be deter-
mined. Please email your movie suggestion 
to  knights@straymond.us.  
The annual Server Party will be February 
11, from 5-7:00p in the Parish Hall. Please 
join us for pizza and fun! 

Our Forty Hours Devotion will begin on 
Ash Wednesday, February 14.  This is an 
opportunity for  people to gather as a 
community before the Blessed Sacrament 
and to pray to Our Lord in solemn adora-
tion. Please sign up to spend just an hour 
with Jesus—beginning Ash Wednesday, 
February 14 at 8:00p through Friday, Feb-
ruary 16 at 4:00p.  Sign up sheets are lo-
cated in the gathering space at both par-
ishes.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Nan Falbo at 715-878-4767. 

Forty Hours Devotion 

Diocesan History Books 

The Diocese of La Crosse has printed a 
beautiful, hard cover, 464 full color page 
book, celebrating their 150th anniversary. 
The history of the Diocese is richly illus-
trated in this book with pull-out objects. 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, 
with only limited printed editions availa-
ble! You can purchase your copy from the 
parish office for just $33.  Please contact 
715-877-3400 to reserve your copy! 

 
 
 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, February 10, 6:00p 

Lector P Uhlig 
 

Servers S Fiser 
Ushers D & B Sorge 
 

Sunday, February 11, 8:30a 
Lector J Ceranski 

 C & J Rollins, L Hinnrichs 
Servers T Falbo, B Ceranski, J Frank 
Ushers J Krupka, T Lindgren,  
                      K Roberts, B Severinski 
Greeters K & J Krupka 
Counters S & T Mayer, P Gentry 

Advertiser of the Week 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Thank You to all who donated 
to the PCCW Bingo prize ap-
peal and helped at the Bingo 
event! Also, thank you to all 
that brought and packaged 
cookies. We mailed the cook-

ies to 25 seminarians through out our Dio-
cese! Please find sign up sheets in the 
gathering space for our upcoming Bake 
Walks. We will need 15 to 20 baked items 
for each Bake Walk. 

50th Wedding Anniversary 

The Diocese of La Crosse is 
again celebrating couples 
who will be married 50 years 
in 2018. Bishop William Cal-

lahan wishes to honor each couple at a 
special event at St. Mary’s in Altoona on 
June 24.  Please register by March 13 in 
the gathering space to receive an invita-
tion from Bishop Callahan. 



 
Julie Graaskamp is in training for the Parish Secretary 
position at St. Raymond’s of Peñafort. 
 
She grew up in Bloomer, just a little north of Eau 
Claire and most of her family and extended family 
still live in the Chippewa Valley. This area has always 
been home and the rural setting of St. Raymond’s is a 
great fit for her! 
 
Julie has been married to her husband Pieter, for 28 
years and they have two children, Nathan, 23 and 
Anna, 19. Her family has been members of St. Ray-
mond’s for 14 years. For the last 10 years Julie has 
been involved with caring for the flowers and deco-
rations around the altar. She also has been on the 
Parish Council and chaired the Fall Festival for 3 
years. 
 
Always loving art, Julie attended college at UW-Eau 
Claire and received a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Graphic 
Design. She also graduated from Western Wisconsin 
Technical Institute in La Crosse with a degree in Com-
mercial Design. Moving to Minneapolis, Julie worked 
in the advertising art department of the Minneapolis 
Star and Tribune for two years and moved back to 
Eau Claire to manage the art department at the Lead-
er-Telegram newspaper.  
 
Ten years after starting at the newspaper, Julie left 
her job to stay home and raise her children. She was 
anxious to use her art talents again and started an 
interior design business with a friend. As the kids 
grew busier with activities, the friend took over the 

business and Julie started sewing window treatments 
from home. 
 
Loving to be outdoors as much as possible, one of 
Julie’s favorite hobbies is gardening. Camping with 
family and biking are also favorite outside activities. 
Besides sewing, she likes to do any crafts like scrap-
booking, wood crafts, painting and flower arranging. 
Most of all she loves time spent with her husband, 
children and family! 
 
Giving back has always been very important to her 
and besides volunteering at St. Raymond’s she volun-
teered at the kid’s school, and is a member of the 
Cleghorn Lion’s. Julie also was in on the ground floor 
of building the Cleghorn School Park and is still in-
volved in caring for that property. 
 
The opportunity to work at St. Raymond’s is very ex-
citing for Julie as she is ready to enter the workforce 
again, now that her children are grown and working 
on their own careers. Being able to give her time, in 
work, to her Parish is a blessing and she looks for-
ward to being more involved in the beautiful Parish 
that has felt like home the last 14 years! 

 

Meet Staff Member: Julie Graaskamp, Parish Secretary 


