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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND

OF PEÑAFORT

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time | February 11, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
February 10 through February 18
Sat., Feb. 10

4:00p
SM
† Catherine Glaug
6:00p
SR
† Bob & Phyllis Klees
Sun., Feb. 11 8:30a
SR
† Matt Schreier
11:00a SM
SM & SR Parishioners
1:00p
SM
Spanish: Priest’s Intention
Mon., Feb. 12 ——— No Mass ———
Tue., Feb. 13 9:00a
SR
† Jimmy Stachura
Wed., Feb. 14 9:00a
SM
† Arthur & Valeria Bohl
6:30p
SM
Priest’s Intention
7:00p
SR
† Paul Krippner
Thu., Feb. 15 8:00a
SR
† Merle Sheyth
11:00a
Mass at Oakwood Villa
Fri., Feb. 16
8:45a
SM
Heather Mecikalski
Sat., Feb. 17 4:00p
SM
SM & SR Parishioners
6:00p
SR
† Coyne Callaghan
Sun., Feb. 18 8:30a
SR
† Rita LaMere
11:00a SM
† John Marcon
1:00p
SM
Spanish: Priest’s Intention

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Stations of the Cross
Sunday
Friday

5:00p
7:00p

SR
SM

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office
by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Learning from St. Benedict
Another hallmark of Benedictine life is
hospitality. It’s swiftly becoming a lost art
in today’s culture, so it’s worth reflecting
on this week.
In the Rule, Benedict tells his monks: “Let
all guests arriving at the monastery be
received as Christ Himself, for He will one
day say, ‘I was a stranger and you took Me in’” (Matthew 25:35).
A decade ago I spent a few days in Norcia, Saint Benedict’s home
town. The monks there took me in. They gave me a bed and
allowed me to join them for communal prayer and meals. They
still carry out some of the customary rituals from the Rule – for
example, the abbot washing the hands of the guests upon their
arrival, or providing extra wine or food when guests are present.
Perhaps you have had the joy of experiencing “Southern Hospitality.” During my seminary days, I learned a great deal from my
friends from southern states. They know how to entertain a
guest properly!
Hospitality was especially important in the ancient world, when
robbers and pirates had more prominence than today. There
weren’t four-star hotels in every city. Travelers much preferred
to stay in the home of a family member or friend, rather than put
their life on the line.
In Latin, the word hospes means both “guest” and “host.” Roman
culture and several others considered it a sacred duty to give
hospitality graciously to the appropriate guests. In many ancient
cultures, if a guest were ever to suffer grave harm, it brought
shame upon one’s good name. Conversely, many cultures have
proverbs poking fun at guests who wear out their welcome. Benjamin Franklin once quipped, “Guests, like fish, begin to smell
after three days.” I suppose it depends on the guest. I was sure to
leave Norcia on the third day.
I have been the beneficiary of hospitality many times over the
years. In many ways, we priests have something very much like
the ancient hospitality network. Many of us know hundreds of
priests or others all over the country. In my travels over the
years, I have always preferred to lodge with other priests,
friends, or family, rather than staying in a hotel. In turn, I have
always made a point of providing generous hospitality if others
travel my way. Even apart from the money saved, I love the way
that hospitality connects us as human beings and helps to be
intentional about love and service. What a joy it is when we can
help someone feel truly welcomed and appreciated.
In my later seminary years and then again in my years in Rome, I
made it a point for my room to be one of hospitality. I kept
snacks and beverages on hand, never knowing when Fr. Tom
would drop in to freak out about his thesis work, or when a
group of us would spontaneously decide we wanted an evening
of nerdy board games. It motivated me to be more organized and

keep things tidy. I always joke that I want my home to be able to
go “from zero to party in ten minutes.” It might not be as special
or fancy as when I’m planning to host guests, but I always wanted to have something pleasant to offer. I usually did.
Even if we don’t go that extra mile with hospitality or can’t afford
much, we can always do the basics of paying attention and showing empathy. From the moment of their arrival, we can show
attention to their true needs and wants. We neither leave them
waiting nor smother them at the door of their car. Do they need
to send a quick text to their family upon arrival? We wait for
them to do that. Is it cold out? We hang up their jacket when
they walk in. Will they be in urgent need of a restroom? We
make a point of pointing one out as we pass, or leaving them a
few minutes “to settle in.” We offer them something to drink, if
nothing else just a glass of water. We plan ahead to make sure
that their bed is already made, that there are towels in the room,
that they know where to find food and beverages, and so forth. If
we don’t have a guest room, we make sure that we have already
pre-arranged the couch or cot on which we ourselves will be
sleeping and pre-removed our personal items from the room that
we will let them use as an esteemed guest. There is a careful
balance there of being generous and helping them feel comfortable without causing them to feel like they are a burden.
Hopefully hospitality is alive and well in our parishes as well.
I thank all those of you, for example, who have gone out of your
way to extend warmth and welcome to our brothers and sisters
from Mexico and elsewhere. I thank those who notice that someone is alone at a parish meal or social, and make a point of smiling and including them. I thank those of you who notice that
someone is unfamiliar with Catholicism, helping them know how
to follow along at Mass, and talk to them about what the parish
has to offer. I thank those of you who notice that someone is
looking for the confessional and seems afraid, and who set him
or her at ease. Together, we can welcome Christ in our midst!

DIOCESE of LA CROSSE
The Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, D.D.,
Bishop of La Crosse, makes the following announcement:
The Reverend Georgekutty Thayilkuzhithottu, MSFS, Pastor of
Sacred Heart of Jesus-St. Patrick Parish in Eau Claire, will be
returning to minister in his Religious Order, at the request of his
Provincial, effective July 5, 2018.
The Reverend Aruldoss Sundaram, Pastor of St Charles
Borromeo Parish in Genoa, will be returning to his home diocese,
at the request of his Bishop, effective July 5, 2018.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain,
please email Janet Fox generalbook@charter.com or call 715529-1587.
10th Anniversary Benefit Concert for Feed My People
Under the direction of Gary Rambo, the “CVA Sing” community choir will present The Psalms: A Liturgy of Prayer and
Praise by Warren Hermodson, on Sunday, March 4th. Please
plan to attend at 2:00p or 7:00p, at Trinity Lutheran Church,
1314 E. Lexington Blvd, Eau Claire. Tickets ($10) will be available at the door or from CVASING member Lori Gallagher.
National Marriage Encounter Weekend March 10-11
A National Marriage Encounter Weekend is scheduled for
March 10th and 11th in Eau Claire. Marriage Encounter is
designed for couples who are interested in having a closer
relationship in their marriage. The weekend will begin on
Saturday morning with 7:30 registration and close on Sunday
afternoon by 3:45p. For more information contact Chippewa
Valley Marriage Encounter, call 715-832-3296 or e-mail
rippsk@charter.net or through our website www.marriageencounter.org/Affiliates/chippewa.htm.
50th Jubilee Celebration
Each year, the Diocese of La Crosse celebrates those couples
in the Diocese celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
One of three celebrations will be held at St. Mary’s on Sunday, June 24. If you are celebrating your 50th wedding anniversary in 2018, please contact the parish office.

Family Faith Formation Home Lessons. This month's focus is all
about covenants! Those are the unbreakable family relationships
God makes with his people. This week "dive" into the story of
Noah and the Ark and learn about one of God's first covenants
with his people as we prepare for the season of Lent! Also, don't
forget to open your Ash Wednesday and Lenten Preparation
materials.
9th and 10th Graders, your Confirmation classes will be
meeting with the RCIA group this week to learn about "The Last
Things." Remember that we'll begin class with Ash Wednesday
Mass at 5:30pm, then stay in the church for a presentation from
Michael Van Hemert from 6:30-8:00pm. (What better way to
celebrate Valentine's Day than by fasting? ;P)
RCIA will begin with Ash Wednesday Mass on February 14th at
5:30pm, followed by a special presentation on "The Last Things"
with Michael Van Hemert from 6:30-8:00pm in the Church.
(Celebrate Valentine's Day in a unique way this year!)

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults ....................................... $5,986.00
Endowment Fund............................ $0.00
Teens/Children ............................. $31.00
Offertory (Plate) .......................... $978.72
Total Envelope & Plate ........... $6,995.72
Capital Campaign ....................... $882.50

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – J Perkins and volunteer
11:00a – M Tan and C Melgard
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders ................................ 17
Amount Sold ............................ $4,770.00
Profit (approximately) ................ $307.95
Monthly Profit............................. $307.95
Thank you!

Call to Holiness. All St. Mary’s Women are invited to participate on Saturday, March 3, beginning with 1st Saturday
devotion, confessions, adoration, delicious food, mass
and an outstanding speaker. Let’s take advantage of this
retreat right in our own parish. See the flier for more details or
call 715-456-6351 for more information. Registration forms in
narthex.

Knights of Columbus
The regular monthly meeting will be held on Monday,
March 5 in the Knights Room. The officers will meet at
6:15p followed by the regular business meeting at 7:00p.

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth
date, request a meal, or to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at
715-864-3048. Please pray for
those who are expecting: Shelley
Van Wyk and Emily Thurner

Parish Council of Catholic Women

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant
Sharon Stearns
715-855-1294, x. 100
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x. 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x. 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Young Adult Ministry
Colleen Duffy
 dmneelloc@gmail.com

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, February 17, 4:00p
Lector

M Hanson

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

M Nuesse, B Albee
D Wogernese
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, J Hayden, R Meyer, R
Verdegan

Sunday, February 18, 11:00a
Lector

N Hurlburt

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

L Frank, B Cisneros
J Hurlburt
J Bechly
C Duffy, J Cooley, T Perkins, D
Kamrowski
C Kading, C Mastej, J Thom

Counters

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Knights of Columbus

Family Faith Formation
K-10: Remember to use your Rice Bowl
reflection calendar as a family throughout
Lent. It’s a great way to give focus to your
day! Confirmation: There is no class on
Ash Wednesday, February 14, but we will
see you at Mass at 7:00p!

The PCCW will hold their annual
Bake Walks during the KC’s Fish
Fry Suppers beginning on February 16. We will need 15-20
baked items for each Bake Walk. Sign up
sheets are on table in the gathering
space. Soup & Sandwich Supper: The
PCCW hosts Soup & Sandwich Supper on
Sunday, March 4th. We need 4 folks to
bring soup and 4 folks to bring sandwiches. Sign up in the gathering space or
online: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7-pccw

The Knights of Columbus will
have their next meeting February 12 at 7:00p. We will start
our annual Fish Fry this Friday,
February 16. Hope to see you there!

Mass Time Change
Tuesday, February 13 Mass will be at
9:00a. Regis Catholic School will be holding their Retreat at St. Raymond’s and all
are welcome to attend Mass with them.
Mass Intentions
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 stipend for each
intention. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.
Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400. Needed: a
signed rental agreement, proof of liability
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3
months in advance. Rental is available to
parish members only.

Liturgical Ministers
Wednesday, February 14, 7:00p
Lector

J Krupka

Servers
Ushers

N Bowers, A & D Ricciardi
J Sauter, C King,
J & L Vetterkind
D Starks, J Wolcott

Greeters

Saturday, February 17, 6:00p
Lector

R Schmitt

Servers
Ushers

B Lesniewski
M Rockow, J Lesniewski

Sunday, February 18, 8:30a
Lector
Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

T Fischer
N Falbo, C & J Rollins
T Falbo, B Quirk, E Falbo
M Quirk, K Roberts,
B Severinski, J Krupka
D, L, C & A Olson
D Ziemann, S & T Mayer

Ash Wednesday/40 Hours Devotion
Ash Wednesday service will
be held on February 14 at
7:00p. Incense will be used at
the Exposition of the Eucharist
on February 14 & 16 during
Benediction.
Our Forty Hours Devotion will begin on
February 14 after Mass. This is a time for
people to gather as a community before
the Blessed Sacrament and to pray to Our
Lord in solemn adoration. Please sign up
to spend just an hour with Jesus—
February 14-16. Sign up sheets are located in the gathering space at both parishes. If you have any questions, please contact Nan Falbo at 715-878-4767.

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

50th Wedding Anniversary
The Diocese of La Crosse is
again celebrating couples
who will be married 50 years
in 2018. Bishop William Callahan wishes to honor each couple at a
special event at St. Mary’s in Altoona on
June 24. Please register by March 13 in
the gathering space to receive an invitation from Bishop Callahan.

From the Library
Children’s Section DVD: The
Good Samaritan, an animated classic teaching children
how to help a wounded
traveler.
Adult Section DVD: Getting
God’s Help, Fr. Benedict
Groeschel had a critical accident that left
him paralyzed for two months. See how
God helped him recover.

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone that
is homebound and would like
Holy Communion brought to
them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Advertiser of the Week

Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults ...................................... $2,825.00
Youth Envelopes ............................. $4.00
ACH Giving ............................... $2,040.00
Plate ............................................ $638.63
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,320.00
Building Fund ................................ $35.00
First Offering ............................... $200.00
Candles ......................................... $84.10
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $7,146.73

FORMED®  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

From the comfort of your
home during Lent, set aside
some time once a week
to participate in a 4-week
video-based
study
on
formed.org featuring the
Augustine Institute original
productions Symbolon and
Forgiven: The Transforming
Power of Confession. A Lent
to Remember is a beautiful
presentation of the transforming power of mercy in
the Sacrament of Confession. No matter what you
have done, no matter how
long you have been away,
Jesus is waiting for you with
open arms this Lent!

 Week One:






Forgiven: Where Are You?
Week Two:
Forgiven: An Encounter with Mercy
Week Three:
Forgiven: Embraced in Mercy:
The Rite Explained
Week Four:
Symbolon: The Paschal Mystery
Bonus Episode: For Children
How to Make a Good Confession

Make this your best Lent ever as you and your
family experience a Lenten Encounter with Mercy!

NOT ON FORMED YET? IT'S EASY AND FREE TO REGISTER!
1 Go to Formed.org and click “Register”
2 Enter your name, email address, and desired password
3 Go to Study, then A Lent to Remember
4 Use the Symbolon and Forgiven Leader Guides for discussion

