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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Thelen 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

March 11 through March 18 
Sat., Mar. 10 4:00p SM † Eleanor Wildrick 
  6:00p  SR † R.W. Hart Family 
Sun., Mar. 11 8:30a  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † Stella Wogernese 
  1:00p SM Spanish: Priest’s Intention 
Mon., Mar. 12 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Mar. 13 9:00a SR † Adolph & Doris Gentry 
Wed., Mar. 14  8:00a SM Amy Erb 
Thu., Mar. 15 8:00a SR † Dennis Smith 
  11:00a  Mass at Oakwood Villa 
Fri., Mar. 16 9:00a SM Wendy Peterson 
Sat., Mar. 17 4:00p SM † Sally Susez 
  6:00p SR † Mary Gentry 
Sun., Mar. 18 8:30a SR † George Dekan 
  11:00a SM † Tony Pope 
  1:00p SM Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners 
   

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

Stations of the Cross 

 Sunday 5:00p SR 
 Friday  7:00p   SM 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 
The Spiritual Combat 
 
As we pass the midpoint of Lent and contin-
ue with our various bodily and spiritual dis-
ciplines, we continue drawing insights from 
The Spiritual Combat, written in 1589 by 
Lorenzo Scupoli. We already considered the 
importance of having an unshakable confi-
dence in God, combined with a holy dis-
trust of ourselves. 

 

This week we can consider the actual combat that we engage in. 
When I was a child, many mocked the idea of there being a devil 
or spiritual warfare. The world has changed somewhat since 
then. Whether we consider the rise of hatred or violence around 
us or the rise of slavery and addictive behaviors within us, we can 
all begin admitting that the spiritual battle is real. As St. Paul 
teaches, “Our battle is not with flesh and blood but with the prin-
cipalities, with the powers, with the world rulers of this present 
darkness, with the evil spirits in the heavens” (Ephesians 6:12). 
 

As a priest who has heard many thousands of Confessions (and 
who has gone to Confession several hundred times myself) I must 
say that the devil is not terribly creative. He will keep using the 
same tactic again and again, so long as it keeps working. He espe-
cially loves to torment human nature and make us miserable. 
 

Scupoli identifies four main ways in which the devil attacks hu-
man beings: (1) blinding us to our sins; (2) sapping our desire to 
change; (3) deceiving us into falsely thinking we are on the right 
path; and (4) tempting us with good desires.  I find each point to 
be quite insightful; each deserves a full page of commentary! 
 

For the rest of this week, we can consider the devil’s first and 
favorite tactic – blinding us to our sin. He prefers it to the others 
because it leads to spiritual bondage, and to much misery. As the 
enemy of human nature, he hates us and hates God’s plans for 
us. He certainly will take every opportunity to bring us to a condi-
tion of miserable slavery. God plans to exalt us and make us like 
Himself. The devil desires to abase us beneath the base condition 
of the wild beasts. 
 

As with Eve, the temptation often begins slowly, almost imper-
ceptibly, as a subtle spiritual seduction. Step by step, the devil 
entices us to cross one boundary, then another. He deceives us 
with lies and half-truths. He sows five dozen lies, hoping that one 
or two will sprout and bear fruit. He especially attacks us where 
we are the most wounded (whether in our fear, our loneliness, 
our sadness, or our confusion). He does not launch straightaway 
into more serious temptations. He knows that we might then run 
away. No, he approaches us like the proverbial frog in the pot, 
turning up the heat ever so slightly, hoping we won’t notice. 
Once he has tempted us to rationalizing little faults  sufficiently, 
he starts tempting us to larger ones. 
 

Habitual venial sins make us highly susceptible to mortal sin. In 
many cases, someone who falls more seriously has been in a 
state of spiritual blindness and spiritual sickness for some time. 
All that was needed was the opportunity to sin. It’s easy for us to 
judge, for example, the ugly sins of celebrities. But who is to say 

how any of us would fare if the glamour of sin was shoved in our 
face as frequently as it is for them? As the old saying goes, “But 
for the grace of God, there go I.” 
 

Sin begets sin. Once we progress sufficiently in habitual sin, we 
become blind indeed. Those hardened in habits of sin no longer 
feel pangs of conscience. They are truly slaves of sin. And if they 
have a fleeting moment in which they see how disfiguring their 
sins have been, then the devil can always enter in with more lies. 
As with Adam and Eve, on the front end of our sins, he tempts us 
to minimize and rationalize. After the fact, he entices us to pun-
ish ourselves with shame and to become buried in hopelessness 
and despair. 
 

But there is always hope. Scupoli offers a few simple but power-
ful suggestions for those who become aware that they are held 
fast in the bondage of sin. First, they can be eager to listen to 
every little whisper of a divine inspiration. Even the smallest re-
sponse to God’s grace can result in amazing results. Secondly, 
they can cry out, “O my Lord, help me! Help me swiftly! Leave me 
no longer in the darkness of sin!” They can repeat that or some 
other simple prayer over and over again. Their cry will not fall on 
deaf ears. Thirdly, they can turn to a spiritual father and seek 
counsel and deliverance. 
 

Finally, there are a couple of specially powerful remedies for 
those hardened by sin. They can cast themselves before Christ 
Crucified – much like the “good thief” on Good Friday. Jesus on 
the Cross is mercy personified. They can also turn to the Blessed 
Mother, the refuge of sinners. Neither Jesus on the Cross nor his 
sorrowful Mother will ever turn away a sinner who seeks mercy. 
Moreover, gazing upon the Crucifixion scene has a way of rekin-
dling holy desires and stoking the flames of trust in even in the 
most hardened of human hearts. 
 

We’ll address the other tactics in the weeks ahead. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

 

 

Parish News 

Pancake Breakfast and Irish Dancers 
Join us in the Community Center on Sunday, March 11, to enjoy 
a pancake breakfast fundraiser for the Casa Hogar-Peru Mission 
Trip July 11-23, 2018. Thank you for your support. 

Discipleship Retreat 
As we begin another Lent, let us pray for God to pour out the 
Holy Spirit and renew our parish, including all those who minis-
ter in our parish. Fr. Sakowski has been preaching frequently 
about becoming Missionary Disciples. This call is especially true 
for any and all volunteers who are public witnesses of our parish 
and of Jesus Christ.  Please plan to attend either Monday, March 
12, 6:00-9:00p at St. Mary’s or Saturday, March 17, 9:00-noon at 
St. Raymond’s. Call either parish office to let us know which re-
treat you plan to attend so we can plan accordingly. Don’t miss 
your invitation to “Come follow Jesus”. 

Regis Education Commission 
This Thursday at 5:00p the Regis Education Commission has its 
monthly meeting. Our parish representative is Becky Alexander. 
An agenda is normally available on the Regis website. Please feel 
free to contact Becky at 715-552-3542 or Fr. Sakowski with any 
suggestions or concerns. 

Blest Art 
Blest Art will be at St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s March 17 & 18, on 
behalf of the Christian families in Bethlehem, Palestine. Our mis-
sion is to support those families in the Holy Land. Blest Art has 
hand-carved nativity sets, statues, crosses, rosaries, and many 
other pieces of beautiful olive wood art. They gladly accept cash, 
checks, and all major credit cards. 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – J Rohn and volunteer 
11:00a – Volunteer and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders ............................. 26 
Amount Sold .......................... $8,465.00 
Profit  (approximately) ............. $361.25 
Monthly Profit ....................... $1,280.92 

Thank you! 

Family Faith Formation 

Family Faith Formation Home Lessons. This week's lesson is on 
Intercessory Prayer! Do you have people in mind that you'd 
especially like to pray for? (Psst, remember to begin working on 
your Easter Activity packet, too!) 
9th Graders will have Confirmation class as usual from 6:30-
8:00pm. 
10th Graders will be meeting with Confirmation SPONSORS 
this week from 6:30-8:00pm. Please remember to bring your 
sponsor with you if possible!  
As we approach the Easter Triduum, RCIA will be meeting from 
6:30-8:30pm to go over Apologetics and other Q&A!  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Use your time and talents to fulfill the ministry of 
transporting clothing and household donations from 
St Mary’s Parish to The King’s Closet on a regular ba-
sis.  Call Kathleen at 715-271-1824 for more details. 
Save the date for upcoming events: 
April 7/8: PCCW members will take up the collection 
for the La Crosse Diocesan Catholic Council of Catholic Women. 
These funds are used for spirituality days, education, conven-
tions, workshops, leadership training, support, and charitable 
works throughout the Diocese of La Crosse. 
April 26: Deanery Spring General Assembly will be hosted at  
St. Mary’s. More details to come. 
Cinco de Mayo Social. More details to come. 

Knights of Columbus 

The regular monthly meeting will be held on Monday, 
March 5 in the Knights Room. The officers will meet at 
6:15p followed by the regular business meeting at 7:00p. 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, March 17, 4:00p 

Lector J Satnik 

Servers H & L Johnson 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve C Thurner 
Ushers W Liedl, M Kloss,  
 H & M Talley 
 

Sunday, March 18, 11:00a 
Lector J Grieves 

Servers J Buscherfeld, C Chilson 
A. Server J Hurlburt 
S. Server J Mullenberg 
Ushers M Chilson, R Stephenson,  
  F Chukwudelunzu, T Perkins  
Counters C Mastej, C Kading, J Thom 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or 
to  volunteer, please call Emily 
Thurner at 715-864-3048. Please 
pray for those who are expecting: 

Shelley Van Wyk and Emily Thurner.  

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults .................................... $7,541.50 
Adults ACH ............................ $2,129.60 
Endowment Fund ..................... $200.00 
Teens/Children ........................... $19.00 
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $752.58 
Total Envelope & Plate ...... $10,642.68 
 

Capital Campaign .................. $1,552.50 
Capital Campaign ACH ........... $1,992.33 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant 
  Sharon Stearns                     715-855-1294 
      stmarypar@gmail.com                x 100  

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                        715-855-1294  
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  x 146              

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (SM & SR) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon                        715-855-1294  
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com        x 141 

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Young Adult Ministry   
  Colleen Duffy 
    dmneelloc@gmail.com 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
 

Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 
 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 
 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 
 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 
 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 
      

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, March 17, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
 

Servers J Bearrood 
Ushers T Starks, M Rockow 
 

Sunday, March 18, 8:30a 
Lector A Beimborn 

 T Fischer, J Bowers, B Gruba 
Servers N Bowers, M Hoff, B Quirk 
Ushers D Olson, J Krupka 
  M Quirk, J Lesniewski 
Greeters D, L, C & A Olson 
Counters M Burmesch, D Ziemann, 
  P Gentry 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $4,429.00 
Holy Day Envelopes ...................... $10.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $3.50 
Plate ............................................ $234.25 
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,905.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............. $570.00 
First Offering ................................. $10.00 
Fuel ................................................. $5.00 
Easter .............................................. $5.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $7,171,75 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Stations of the Cross 

Join us Sunday evenings in Lent 
for Stations of the Cross at 5:00p 
followed by soup and sandwich 
supper in the parish hall. 

If you are not feeling well during 
these winter months, please be 
considerate of others by 
refraining from handshakes 

during the Sign of Peace and by not 
receiving from the chalice at communion.  

If You Are Not Feeling Well 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

Family Faith Formation 
10th graders: Next Wednesday, March 
15, from 6:30-8:00p, is our sponsor 
meeting at St. Mary's. If your sponsor 
can't make it, please have a parent in 
attendance.   

Mass Time Change 
Tuesday, March 13 Mass will be at 9:00a 
due to the Regis Retreat being held at St. 
Raymond’s that day. 

Mass Intentions 
If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention.  Also, please include whether 
or not the individual is living or deceased. 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Diocesan History Books 
We still have a few copies of this beauti-
ful, hard cover, history book. You can 
purchase your copy from the parish office 
for just $33. Call 715-877-3400 to reserve 
your copy! 

Homebound Visits 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Parish News 

Fall Festival Committee Meeting 

We need to begin 
to plan for our 
2018 Fall Festival.  
Please bring your 
ideas and join us 

for our first organizational meeting on 
Tuesday, March 13 at 7:00p in the library. 
We are in need of people to chair many 
of the committees! 

The PCCW will hold their annual 
Bake Walks during the KC’s Fish 
Fry Suppers.  We will need 15-
20 baked items for each Bake 
Walk. Sign up sheets are on the 

table in the gathering space. We also 
need helpers at the Bake Walks.  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 
Blest Art 

Blest Art will be visiting our parish March 
17 and 18 after the Masses on behalf of 
the Christian families in Bethlehem, Pal-
estine with beautiful olive wood art. 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus are 
hosting their Famous Fish Fry 
on Fridays in Lent from 4-7:30p. 
Hope to see you there! Our 

next meeting is March 12 at 7:00p. 

Spruce Up The Rectory 

We have scheduled a couple 
of days in March to spruce 
up the rectory—March 14 
and 15 from 9:30a to 3:30p. 
If you can help, please stop 

over! Please feel free to bring pails, rub-
ber gloves and any other cleaning sup-
plies you may have on hand. If you have 
any questions, please contact the parish 
office at 715-877-3400. 

King’s Closet 

Thank you for all of your donations of 
clothing to King’s Closet! If you are doing 
any spring cleaning and have more cloth-
ing donations, drop them off at Church 
and Carol Gallick will deliver them. Any 
questions, call Carol at 715-877-1545. 




