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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Thelen 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

 March 17 through March 25 
Sat., Mar. 17 4:00p SM † Sally Susez 
  6:00p  SR † Mary Gentry 
Sun., Mar. 18 8:30a  SR † George Dekan 
  11:00a SM † Tony Pope 
  1:00p SM Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Mar. 19 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Mar. 20 8:00a SR † Darlene Klobucar 
Wed., Mar. 21 8:00a SM † Florence & Jim Swatzina 
Thu., Mar. 22 8:00a SR † Coyne Callaghan 
  9:30a  Mass at Grace Willowbrook 
  3:30p  Mass at Osseo NH 
Fri., Mar. 23 9:00a SM † Sam & Kathy Geraci 
Sat., Mar. 24 4:00p SM † Eleanor Wildrick 
  6:00p SR † SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Mar. 25 8:30a SR † Joseph Schreier 
  11:00a SM Lynn Blaha 
  1:00p SM Spanish: Priest’s Intention 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

Stations of the Cross 

 Sunday 5:00p SR 
 Friday  7:00p   SM 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr.  

The Spiritual Combat 
 
I’ve been sharing insights from The Spiritual 
Combat by Lorenzo Scupoli. He identifies 
four main ways in which the devil attacks 
human beings: (1) blinding us to our sins; 
(2) unraveling our spiritual resolutions; (3) 
deceiving us into falsely thinking we are on 
the right path; and (4) tempting us with 
good desires. 
 

Last week we considered #1. This week we can consider #2 – all 
the ways in which our resolutions to change  somehow don’t 
carry through to the end. Now that we are more than a month 
into Lent, I’m sure that many of us can relate! 
 

Scupoli compares the devil to a cawing raven, poisoning our mind 
with a steady cry of “Cras, cras, cras…” (Latin for “tomorrow, 
tomorrow, tomorrow…”). As we know all too well, “tomorrow” 
never comes. Often  our decision to  put something  off  until 
tomorrow is rooted in self-indulgence and self-deception.  We 
want to have it both ways. We want to keep watching our TV 
show and deepen our prayer life. We want to eat that second 
dessert and start losing weight. We come up with the brilliant 
solution of “tomorrow.” I’ll do what I feel like right now and then 
tomorrow, let me tell you, tomorrow things are really going to 
change.  The results are predictable. 
 
Therefore Scupoli suggests that one of our best weapons in 
attaining  conversion is to ask  with total  honesty, “Why  not 
today? Why not now?” I find those questions enormously help-
ful. If something is still sitting on my desk or in my email inbox a 
few days after the fact, I have to ask why that is. In some cases, I 
am still waiting to hear back from so-and-so, or have to wait until 
such-and-such happens. Then I can proceed. In many other cases, 
I have a difficult decision to make or a situation of conflict that 
needs resolving. I don’t really desire to face the conflict, or I don’t 
really like any of the options for the solution. So I just do other 
tasks instead. That doesn’t work. It can be helpful to ask, “Will 
this task become any easier if I wait until tomorrow?” In some 
cases (mental fatigue or exhaustion) that could be true. A good 
night’s rest can change our attitude. But often it’s going to be just 
as hard tomorrow or the next day. The best thing to do is to get 
started. Maybe we need to ask someone for help or advice. May-
be we need to pray for spiritual guidance. But putting it off will 
not solve the problem. 
 
Other times we make genuine changes but quickly get derailed. 
Scupoli suggests that we trust too much in ourselves and not 
enough in God. Having an unshakable confidence in God is one of 
the constant themes of his book. We prefer to be in control our-
selves, to fix things on our own terms and in a way that feels safe 
and comfortable to us. Real change in life is rarely “safe” or 
“comfortable.” It will involve making challenging decisions, work-
ing through conflicts, and plenty of dying to self. That only works 
when we surrender and allow God to be in control. 
 

Another major obstacle to following through on our good resolu-
tions is that we love only the destination but do not embrace the 
journey itself. We want to be patient, says Scupoli, but we don’t 
want to embrace the practices that actually teach us how to be 
patient (putting up with annoying people, waiting in line, embrac-
ing humiliations when they come, etc.).  We like the idea of being 
virtuous but not so much the everyday practice of virtue – which 
can be much less glamorous than it looks in storybook illustra-
tions. So Scupoli urges us “to love the difficulties which accompa-
ny the attainment of virtues – even more than the virtues them-
selves.” There is a joy and liberation that comes with denying 
ourselves. We are set free from the prison of self-gratification. 
The more we can experience the joy of dying to ourselves, the 
more that real change can happen. 
 
Scupoli identifies another major obstacle. We tend to form reso-
lutions around our own interests rather than God’s will. For one 
thing, we often make resolutions when we are feeling on top of 
the world, in times of great spiritual delight, or the reverse – 
when we are feeling disgusted and despairing. In the former 
case, we are feeling delight and we want that delight to keep on 
going – like Peter on the mountain wanting to set up tents and 
stay there. In the latter case, we are fed up with failure and we 
want the painful emotions to go away. In both cases, our self-
seeking resolutions tend to be unrealistic and unsustainable. 
 
Many of our quests for personal growth are still too rooted in self
-gratification. We don’t really mean it when we pray “Thy will be 
done,” that is to say, “Whatever you decide is best for me, Fa-
ther, let it be done – no matter what it is! I trust in you!” We 
much prefer to come to God with some pre-conceived ideas and 
expect Him to get out His rubber stamp and give us what we 
want. 
 
Indeed, God wants to give us what our heart truly desires, but we 
can sometimes be quite surprised to discover what is truly there 
in our hearts. We need God to reveal that to us and sustain us 
every step of the way. Then our desires can become a reality. 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

 

 

Parish News 

Blest Art 
Stop after Mass and consider purchasing hand-carved olive 
wood items from the Holy Land. Blest Art is here on behalf of 
the Christian families in Bethlehem, Palestine. Our mission is to 
support those families in the Holy Land. Blest Art has hand-
carved nativity sets, statues, crosses, rosaries, and many other 
pieces of beautiful olive wood art. They gladly accept cash, 
checks, and all major credit cards. 
 

Easter Flowers and Decorations 
Please plan for a second collection 
this weekend for the Easter decora-
tions and flowers. Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 

Magnificat Orders 
The Magnificat orders were processed in February and are being 
placed at this time. If you do not receive your Magnificat in April, 
please note that you should be getting it soon. Unfortunately 
there was a delay in processing the order. 

Triduum at St. Raymond’s 
Please join us for Triduum at St. Raymond’s on Holy Thursday at 
7:00p, Good Friday at 2:00p and Easter Vigil at 9:00p. 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – T Goettl and Volunteer 
11:00a – Volunteer and Volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders ............................. 18 
Amount Sold .......................... $4,610.00 
Profit  (approximately) ............. $242.20 
Monthly Profit .......................... $683.65 

Thank you! 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults .................................... $6,655.50 
Endowment Fund ......................... $0.00 
Teens/Children ........................... $16.10 
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $906.97 
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $7,578.57 
 

Capital Campaign .................. $2,324.25 

Family Faith Formation 

Family Faith Formation Home Lessons. Learn more about   sac-
ramentals and indulgences in this week's home lessons! How 
many sacramentals can you find around St. Mary's? (P.S. Re-
member you can dive into your Easter Activity packet!) 
9th and 10th graders will have Confirmation Class as usual this 
week from 6:30-8:00pm. 
NO RCIA this week!  

Knights of Columbus 

The regular monthly meeting will be held on Monday, 
April 2 in the Knights Room. The officers will meet at 6:15p 
followed by the regular business meeting at 7:00p. 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, March 24, 4:00p 

Lector M Doney, M Hanson 

Servers T Doney, S Webster 
A. Server G LeGore 
S. Serve G LeGore 
Ushers W Liedl, P Connell, 
 R Verdegan, R Meyer 
 

Sunday, date, 11:00a 
Lector A Koenig, K Shakal 

J Bechly
Servers B Albee, B Cisneros 
Thurifer N Mullenberg 
A. Server N Mullenberg 
S. Server J Bechly 
Ushers R Smeltzer, R Mullenberg, 
   D Hawker, D Kamrowski 
Counters C Mastej, J Thom, M Kleist 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant 
  Sharon Stearns                     715-855-1294 
      stmarypar@gmail.com                x 100  

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                        715-855-1294  
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  x 146              

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (SM & SR) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon                        715-855-1294  
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com        x 141 

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Young Adult Ministry   
  Colleen Duffy 
    dmneelloc@gmail.com 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or 
to  volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-
3048. Please pray for those who are expecting. Shelley 
Van Wyk and Emily Thurner.  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Use your time and talents to fulfill the ministry of 
transporting clothing and household donations from 
St Mary’s Parish to The King’s Closet on a regular ba-
sis.  Call Kathleen at 715-271-1824 for more details. 
Save the date for upcoming events: 
April 7/8: PCCW members will take up the collection 
for the La Crosse Diocesan Catholic Council of Catholic Women. 
These funds are used for spirituality days, education, conven-
tions, workshops, leadership training, support, and charitable 
works throughout the Diocese of La Crosse. 
April 26: Deanery Spring General Assembly will be hosted at  
St. Mary’s. More details to come. 
Cinco de Mayo Social. More details to come. 

Prayer Chain 

To add a name or prayer intentions to the 
prayer chain, please email Janet Fox gen-
eralbook@charter.com or call 715-529-
1587. 

Parish Smartphone App 

Just go to the App Store and download  MyParish—Catholic Life 
Every Day onto your smartphone or device.  Search for St. 
Mary or St. Raymond Parish. App includes: Mass times, how to 
make a good confession, helpful prayer listing, bulletins, calen-
dar of events, Daily Readings,  and so much more!  



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
 

Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 
 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 
 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 
 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 
 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 
      

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, March 24, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
C Bearrood, N Falbo 

Servers J Bearrood 
Ushers K Falch, J Jaenke 
 

Sunday, March 25, 8:30a* 
Lector T Smith, A Christ 

 J Sauter, L Hinrich,  
  J Vetterkind
Servers E Smith, J Campbell, B Quirk 
Ushers B Severinski, K Roberts 
  P & J Quirk 
Greeters C & D Fiser 
Counters J Smith, D LeMere, P Gentry 
*Incense at this Mass 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $2,916.00 
Easter Flowers ............................ $250.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $5.75 
Plate ............................................ $554.75 
Capital Campaign ..................... $3,225.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............. $390.00 
First Offering ................................. $10.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $7,351.50 
(March ACH Giving ................ $1,840.00) 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus have 
just one more Fish Fry on Fri-
day, March 23 from 4-7:30p. 
Hope to see you there! 

Homebound Visits 

If you know of someone who 
is homebound and would like 
Holy Communion brought to 
them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

April Wedding Anniversary 

If you are celebrating your 
wedding anniversary in 
April, please sign up in the 
gathering space and there 

will be a special blessing after each Mass 
on April 14 and 15. 

Family Faith Formation 
Confirmation: Remember, we do not 
have class this Wednesday, March 21. 
Enjoy your evening with your family! 

Mass Intentions 
If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention.  Also, please include whether 
or not the individual is living or deceased. 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Diocesan History Books 
This beautiful, hard cover, history book is 
a great keepsake as we start the celebra-
tion of our Dioceses’ 150th anniversary! 
Full color throughout, glossy pages and 
many inserts. You can purchase your 
copy from the parish office for just $33. 
Call 715-877-3400 to reserve your copy! 

Hall Rental 
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall 
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie 
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400.  Needed:  a 
signed rental agreement, proof of liability 
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.  
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3 
months in advance.  Rental is available to 
parish members only. 

Parish News 

The PCCW will hold their annual 
Bake Walks during the KC’s Fish 
Fry Suppers.  We will need 15-
20 baked items for each Bake 
Walk. Sign up sheets are on the 

table in the gathering space. We also 
need helpers at the Bake Walks. The 
PCCW will furnish desserts for the Easter 
Vigil reception on March 31. The sign up 
sheet is located in the gathering space. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

King’s Closet 

Thank you for all of your donations of 
clothing to King’s Closet! If you are doing 
any spring cleaning and have more cloth-
ing donations, drop them off at Church 
and Carol Gallick will deliver them. Any 
questions, call Carol at 715-877-1545. 

Triduum at St. Raymond’s 

This year Triduum will be 
celebrated at St. Raymond’s. 
Join us in the mysteries of 
the Last Supper, the Lord’s 
Passion and glorious Resur-

rection! Thursday March 29 at 7:00p, 
Friday March 30 at 2:00p and Saturday 
March 31 at 9:00p. Stay after the Easter 
Vigil for a reception in the parish hall! 

Easter Lilies 

Remember your loved ones by 
donating  toward the Easter Lilies 
that will fill our Church on Easter 
Sunday. Forms are located in the 
gathering space and can be 

dropped into the collections baskets. 

Stewardship Forms 

If you have not done so yet, please fill out 
the stewardship form and drop in the 
basket located in the gathering space. 
Training will held this spring for most of 
the ministries. These forms help keep our 
records up to date. 



Parish Council of Catholic Women—St. Raymond’s 

Mission Statement:  To serve as the medium through 
which the parish women shall participate in the Parish 
Council of Catholic Women, Eau Claire Deanery Coun-
cil of Catholic Women, La Crosse Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women and the National Council of Catholic 
Women.  The organization shall serve as a medium 
through which women can speak, educate and act on 
all matters pertaining to religious and public interest.  
All women are invited to emulate the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, our Mother in Christ, by serving God’s people 
and sharing our resources through prayer and work. 
 
The Parish Council of Catholic Women provide finan-
cial assistance and donate towards: 

Sponsorship of The Obero Family at Casa Hogar 
Gifts—Priests 

Relevant Radio 
Pro Life 

Right to Life 
Call to Holiness Retreat 
Gifts—First Communion 

Gifts—Confirmation 
Receptions 

Mothers Day Flowers 
Postage-mailing Cookies to Seminarians 

Building Fund 
Diocesan Annual Appeal 

  
Opportunities:   Provide spiritual growth  ●  Involve 
members in parish life  ●  Interest in the welfare of 
our organization  ●  Participate in the activities of our 
group  ●  Promote camaraderie among all parish 
women  ●  Mentor leadership in our organization  ●  

Reach out to new members 

 
Meetings:  Monthly (Second Thursday) at 6:30 PM in 
library 
 
Activities:   Pray Rosary Together  ●  Host Parish So-
cials  ●  Organize Christmas Bake Sale  ●  Set Up and 
Manage our Country Store (Fall Festival)  ●  Package 
Cookies for Seminarians  ● Work at Bake Walks  ●  

Donate Cookies & Bingo Prizes to Area Nursing Homes  
●  Take Up Collection at Mass on Divine Mercy Sunday  
●  Work at Funeral Dinners  ●  Sponsor A Family at 
Casa Hogar Orphanage, Peru  ●  Financially Help 
Youth in Our Parish ● Attend Spiritual Growth Oppor-
tunities 
 
Membership:   The membership of this organization 
shall consist of all women of the parish. Honorary 
membership will be bestowed on those reaching age 
seventy (70), handicapped or seriously ill.  They are 
not obligated to work or pay dues, if so desiring. 
 
Dues:  Membership dues in this organization shall be 
$10 per year running with the fiscal year July 1 
through June 30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officers: 
Chaplain:   Fr. Derek Sakowski—715-855-1294  
President Kim Gonyo—715-797-3902 
Vice President: Elaine Welin—715-877-2532 
Secretary:    Mary King—715-878-9472 
Treasurer:   Claire Parr — 715-878-4181 


