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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND

OF PEÑAFORT

Third Sunday of Easter | April 15, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
April 14 through April 22
Sat., Apr. 14
Sun., Apr. 15

Mon., Apr. 16
Tue., Apr. 17
Wed., Apr. 18
Thu., Apr. 19
Fri., Apr. 20
Sat., Apr. 21
Sun., Apr. 22

4:00p SM
Tim & Katie Schiebe
6:00p SR
Priest Intention
8:30a SR
† Mary Gentry
11:00a SM
Priest Intention
1:00p SM
Priest Intention
——— No Mass ———
9:00a SR
† Coyne Callaghan
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
† Edward Osowski
11:00a
Mass at Oakwood Villa
9:00a SM
Carrie Straw
4:00p SM
Priest Intention
6:00p SR
† George Geisert
8:30a SR
† SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† Paul C & Clara Bauer
1:00p SM
† Priest Intention

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to
the parish office by Sunday and inserts by
Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
The Spiritual Combat
For some weeks now, I’ve been sharing
insights gained from The Spiritual Combat,
a spiritual classic written by Lorenzo Scupoli
(1530-1610). This week we can consider his
high
praise
of
embracing
our
“nothingness.” His words could be easily
misunderstood, so it’s worth reflecting on
what he is really saying.
Scupoli exhorts the reader, “Learn to humble yourself, and to
acknowledge yourself to be nothing, and your works to be nothing also. This is the foundation of all other virtues.” He describes
it as the foundation of the entire building: the knowledge of our
nothingness. “The deeper this knowledge becomes, the higher
will the building rise … Never imagine, beloved, that you can ever
dig deep enough.”
Embracing our nothingness. If you’ve ever read writings by saints,
they frequently talk this way. It’s not just pious God talk, something you’re supposed to say because that’s the kind of thing that
saints say. And it’s definitely not because the saints struggled
with self-esteem problems.
Notice, first of all, that he keeps using the word “beloved.” That
makes all the difference. Those who are truly holy have a deep
inner conviction that they are beloved sons and daughters of
God. They have internalized that truth and have an unshakable
confidence in God. It is within our relationship with God, who is
love, that our nothingness can be filled. God doesn’t love us because we are worthy; we are worthy because God first loves us
and always loves us.
I am writing these words on the Feast Day of the Annunciation. It
normally falls on March 25, but this year fell on Mon, April 9, due
to Holy Week and Easter. The Blessed Virgin Mary is a perfect
example of Scupoli’s point. She embraced her nothingness and
rejoiced in it – not in a self-loathing or self-isolating way, but in
true humility and in true communion with God and others. The
Archangel Gabriel announces God’s Word to her, and she says a
free and total “yes” in her fiat: “Let it be done to me according to
your word.” She rejoices that she can be the one who is empty,
poor, and lowly – the one who is nothing. She doesn’t dream of
somehow improving on God’s Word, adding some flair of her
own, or modifying it to suit her wants or needs. It is precisely her
rejoicing in her own nothingness (and in God’s infinite goodness
and grandeur) that makes space for the Word to become flesh in
her and dwell among us.
Last week was Divine Mercy Sunday – another wonderful illustration of this theme. “Mercy” in Latin is misericordia – which puts
together the words for “misery” and “heart.” God has a compassionate heart that reaches out to human misery. Saint Faustina
describes God’s mercy as an infinite abyss – and likewise our own
lowliness as an abyss. When the abyss of God’s infinite mercy
touches the abyss of our nothingness, amazing things happen.
Even the Blessed Virgin Mary, immaculately conceived and never
actually having sin, is the beneficiary of God’s mercy. She sings
those truths in her Magnificat: “My soul proclaims the greatness

of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior for He has looked
with favor on his lowly servant” (Luke 1:46-48). God is her savior.
He saved her in a singular way. Through the merits of the foreseen death of Jesus her Son on the Cross, God preserved her in
advance from all stain of sin. That, too, is mercy; that, too, is salvation. Without the gift of mercy, she would be absolutely nothing. She knew that truth, embraced that truth, and sang the
praises of that truth.
It is so much better for God to be great in us than for us to pretend to be great on our own. Jesus compares us to branches on
the vine. Through Him, with Him, and in Him, we will bear abundant fruit. Apart from Him we are nothing (John 15:5).
Thus Scupoli sings the praises of nothingness: “O nothingness,
which, when known, puts all things in our power!” We can praise
and thank God that all is gift, that He delights in us and rejoices in
us as His children. We can rejoice that His fullness fills our emptiness; His riches adorn our poverty; His light casts out our darkness.
There is also a great liberation that comes with embracing our
nothingness amidst God’s greatness. It completely changes our
attitude towards humiliations, failures, trials, and obstacles in
life. They can pull many of us down for days – or even months
and years. By contrast, the saints find much joy and peace in
those moments – not because they are masochists or enjoy
suffering, but because it is yet another opportunity for them to
remember the truth of their nothingness – and the twin truth of
how amazingly good and loving God is to them. Most of us, obviously, have a little (or a lot) too much ego still preventing us from
that level of interior freedom and peace.
Indeed, it is precisely that peace – a peace that no one can steal
from us – that the Risen Lord wishes to give us. When we allow
our spiritual lives to be built on a foundation of true humility,
then the trials and embarrassments and obstacles of daily life will
only serve to manifest how sturdy and how beautiful is the peace
of Christ that dwells in our hearts, which would be nothing without Him.

Sacraments
Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their infants at least two months prior to the anticipated date of
baptism. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more information, to download forms, and to
see upcoming baptismal class dates.
Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebration of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
time of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the anticipated date of marriage.
Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of time should receive the
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish offices to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Mass Cancellation
There will be no Mass on Wednesday, April 18 at St. Mary’s.
Usher Training
There will be training for Ushers after the 4:00p Mass on Saturday, April 21 and the 11:00a Mass on Sunday April 22. Please
plan on staying if you are an Usher or wish to learn more about
this ministry.
King’s Closet
Please consider donating to King’s Closet as you are cleaning
your closets this spring. We are in need of many items! Thank
you for your generosity! Please contact Carol Gallick with any
questions at 715-877-1545. Please leave items in the Narthex.
Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, please
email Janet Fox generalbook@charter.com or call 715-529-1587.

Hey Families! Have you had a chance to go to Adoration yet?
While you’re working on this week’s home lesson on Holiness,
see if you can stop by Adoration chapel for a few minutes. Jesus
would love a visit!
9th and 10th Graders. Confirmation class as usual this week,
same time, same place, from 6:30-8:00p.
RCIA Students. This week is our second Mystagogy session
from 6:30-8-30p at St. Mary’s. We will be focusing on continued
study and catechesis by learning about the various groups at
our parish!

Fundraiser for Parish Family on Cinco de mayo
St. Mary’s Hispanic Community in collaboration with St. Mary’s
PCCW are hosting a fundraiser to help the family of our parishioner, Anayeli Garcia Octl, who has been battling Leukemia for a
couple of years.
We will be selling fresh tamales on the weekend of May 5 & 6
after each Mass. For more information about how you can help
with this fundraiser please contact Carmen Nunez at 715-8649015. We will need a lot of volunteers to make this a success!

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.
Please pray for those who are expecting: Shelley Van
Wyk and Emily Thurner.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults ......................................$6834.50
Adults ACH ..............................$2429.60
Endowment Fund......................$100.00
Teens/Children ...........................$22.00
Offertory (Plate) ........................$721.37
Total Envelope & Plate ....... $10,107.47
Capital Campaign .....................$113.86
Capital Campaign ACH ............$1992.00

Parish Council of Catholic Women
Like good coffee and a sweet treat? The PCCW will
be selling Mystic Monk coffee, teas and sweet rolls
after the Masses on the weekend of April 28-29.
Treat yourself!
The Eau Claire DCCW will have its Spring General Assembly on
Thursday, April 26. Registration will be at 6:00p, Mass will be
celebrated with Fr. Sakoswki at 6:30p at St. Mary’s followed by
our featured speaker, Jan Wolfe in the Community Center. Her
topic is “Transformation." ALL WOMEN are highly encouraged
to attend.

Fall Festival 2018
The Fall Fest committee will hold its first meeting on April 18 at
6:30p. If you are interested in joining the committee, please
plan to attend. Currently, we need help with raffle, advertising,
decorating and the Sunday chicken dinner. For more information, please contact Kristi Blackmon at 715-215-2492.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Office

715-855-1294, x 100

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer
11:00a – Volunteer and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders .............................. 27
Amount Sold ..........................$6,120.00
Profit (approximately) ..............$328.00
Monthly Profit...........................$328.00
Thank you!

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, April 21, 4:00p
Lector

N Hurlburt

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

R Semerad, A Rosener
J Hurlburt
J Bechly
W Liedl, R Meyer,
R Verdegan, Volunteer

Sunday, April 22, 11:00a
Lector
Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

J Mullenberg
K Eisold
T & C Chilson
N Mullenberg
C Thurner
M Chilson, R Mullenberg,
B Webster, T Buck

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News
Family Faith Formation
K-8: We will see you for our last class on
Sunday, April 29!
Confirmation: 10th graders, remember
your letters to Bishop Callahan are due
on Wednesday, April 18. Service hours
are due for 9th and 10th grades on April
18th. Thank you!
Mass Time Change
Tuesday, April 17 Mass will be at 9:00a
due to the Regis Retreat being held at St.
Raymond’s that day.
PCCW Religious Items
The PCCW will offer religious items and
gifts for First Communion and Confirmation after the Masses on April 28 & 29.
Please stop and see our items for sale!

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who
is homebound and would like
Holy Communion brought to
them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.

Stewardship Forms
If you have not done so yet, please fill out
the stewardship form and drop in the
basket located in the gathering space.
Training will be held this spring for most
of the ministries. These forms help keep
our records up to date.

Parish Council of Catholic Women
The PCCW will hold its next
meeting on Thursday, April 19 at
6:30p. All ladies of the Parish
are invited to attend!

Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.

Lectio—Prayer

Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400. Needed: a
signed rental agreement, proof of liability
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3
months in advance. Rental is available to
parish members only.

Please join us as we study prayer and
how to open our hearts and minds to
Scripture. In a six week video course, Dr.
Tim Gray will teach us the secrets of
effective prayer, starting Thursday, May 3
from 6:30 to 8:00p, at St. Raymond’s.
Please sign up in the gathering space.
Cost of $5.00 includes workbook. Hope to
see you there!

Liturgical Ministers

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff

Saturday, April 21, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

Volunteer
Volunteers
Volunteers
Volunteers

Sunday, April 22, 8:30a
Lector
Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

Volunteer
Volunteers
Volunteers
Volunteers
Volunteers
Volunteers

Advertiser of the Week

Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Summer Youth Retreat
A “Totus Tuus”-like experience will happen at St. Mary’s, August 13-17, 2018 for
children 1st-5th grades and 6th-12th
grades. Kristin Betlej, from Regis Catholic
Schools and Savannah Siegler from Newman Parish will be the hosts. More information to come, but parents, please plan
to put these dates on your calendar!

King’s Closet
As you are cleaning your closets this
spring remember you can donate to
King’s Closet. You can drop off your donations at St. Raymond’s. For additional
information contact Carol Gallick at 715877-1545. Thank you for your generosity!

2018 Fall Festival
Our next Fall Festival planning meeting
will be Tuesday, April 24 at 7:00p. All are
invited to attend and share your ideas!

Benefit Dinner for Peru Trip
Join us for a night of fellowship and a
chance to learn more about this lifechanging opportunity for the young people of our parishes. Enjoy a multi-course
meal featuring Fr. Sakowski’s famous
Pasta and Bruschetta on Sunday, April 22
at 5:00p. Cost is $15.00/Adult, Ages 6-12/
$5.00, 5 & under/free. Please RSVP to the
parish office at 715-877-3400 or straymondparish@gmail.com.

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin, at ewelin327@gmail.com or
call Diane Walker at 715-286-5171.

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults...................................... $4,413.00
Holy Day Envelopes ...................... $10.00
Youth Envelopes ............................. $5.50
Plate ............................................ $930.50
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,485.00
Building Fund Envelopes.......... $2,890.00
First Offering ................................. $10.00
Fuel ............................................... $70.00
Easter .......................................... $325.00
PCCW .......................................... $730.56
Total Envelope and Plate ..... $10,869.56

2018 PERU MISSION

List of Needs at Casa Hogar
Clothing for boys and girls 5-17 yrs old (Clothing should be new or very lightly used. Modest in
nature. No tank tops for girls; hemlines and shorts cannot be too short and shirts should not have
any inappropriate printing/logo.)
Boys:
 Long and short sleeve shirts
 Dress Shirts for Mass (8-10 yrs & 15-16)
 Dress Pants for Mass (12+ yrs)
 Sweatpants (5-9 yrs & 14-17 yrs)
 Play clothes
Girls:
 Sweaters for Mass
 Tops and Blouses for Mass (12-17 yrs)
 Dress Pants for Mass (12-17 yrs)
 Sweatpants
Underwear for boys and girls 5-17 yrs old (Must be high waisted.
No bikini or low rise for girls.)
Socks for boys and girls 5-17 yrs old (Must be above the ankle.)
Shoes: Boys sneakers (under 12 yrs), Girls sneakers (8-12 yrs),
Girls black flats and flats for Mass
First Aid supplies: All types are needed, especially Neosporin. Could include: cream for
burns, children’s vitamins, ibuprofen, rubbing alcohol, liquid children’s Tylenol, cotton
swabs, cotton, medical gloves, Aloe Vera gel
Personal items: such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, brushes, combs,
deodorant.
Sport equipment and toys: used for gifts for birthdays and other special occasions.
Nutella and peanut butter, very hard to get in Peru and the kids love it.
Things NOT to bring:
Expired medicine or medical supplies of any sort. Even things that should be fine after the expiration date cannot be accepted.
Loose-leaf paper or notebooks. Peru has different size notebooks and the schools want all of the
children to have the Peruvian size notebooks.
Crayons—not used in classroom; have an abundance.

For more information, contact Elaine Welin at 715-877-3400
Or Email at straymondparish@gmail.com

