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Pentecost Sunday | May 20, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
Sat., May 19
Sun., May 20

Mon., May 21
Tue., May 22
Wed., May 23
Thu., May 24
Fri., May 25
Sat., May 26
Sun., May 27

May 19 through May 27
4:00p SM
† Arthur & Valeria Bohl
6:00p SR
SR & SM Parishioners
8:30a SR
Elaine Welin
11:00a SM
† Marylou Wolf
1:00p SM
Priest Intention
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
† Coyne Callaghan
8:00a SM
† Albert Schultheiss
8:00a SR
† Mary Gentry
3:30p
Mass at Dove Osseo
9:00a SM
† Peter Aumann
4:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
6:00p SR
† Theresa Thorson
8:30a SR
† James Gentry
11:00a SM
Sam & Kathy Geraci
1:00p SM
Priest Intention

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday 5:00–9:00p
SM
Thursday
5:00–10:00p

SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to
the parish office by Sunday and inserts by
Wednesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Pastoral Planning Update (Continued)
Last week I discussed the challenge our
diocese faces in meeting the pastoral
needs of the people in our 158 parishes –
and more importantly, the daunting task
of reaching out to those who are not in
our churches and bringing them to Christ.
Well, Bishop Callahan announced that he
is erecting a 159th parish: Mary Mother of
Good Help, an ethnic parish serving the Hmong population in
Wausau and beyond. Technically, it’s a “quasi-parish” (you can
write Fr. Guanella if you want to know all the ins-and-outs of that
term). Basically, this is a parish-in-infancy, on its way to becoming
a full-fledged parish.
Wausau has the second largest Catholic Hmong group in the
United States, and a broader Hmong population of 7,000. The
potential is there for explosive growth.
Many of you will remember Fr. Alan Burkhardt, who served as
Regis Chaplain and as pastor of Holy Guardian Angels in Brackett,
St. John’s in Fall Creek, and St. Anthony’s in Augusta. In 2019, on
August 25th, St. Raymond’s will celebrate the 17th anniversary of
its dedication, and will retire the building loan. Obstacles and all,
it has been a great success story. It is important not to forgot Fr.
Al’s role in that process. His skill in listening attentively and
getting people to work together was a major part of why St. Raymond’s has been a success story rather than a disaster. Fr. Gitter
built and founded, but benefitted greatly from the groundwork
laid by Fr. Burkhardt, who is definitely the right person for this
new assignment. Having heard him tell his story, I assure you that
his heart is truly on fire right now for this ministry. The Holy Spirit
has been stirring in the hearts of the Hmong, drawing them into
the mystery of Christ. And the Hmong have touched Fr. Al at the
core of his being, sparking a deep renewal of priesthood within
him.
For those of you who don’t know, the Hmong first began coming
to our diocese in 1975 – as refugees. After being leaned upon
heavily by the American military during the Vietnam War, the
Hmong found themselves abandoned, endangered, and displaced. Even when finally given sanctuary in our nation, they
didn’t always receive a warm welcome here from people who
probably would be astonished if they knew their whole story.
The Hmong are deeply spiritual. For them, there is no question
that the invisible realm is far more “real” and decisive than the
visible. They have a deep spiritual hunger and thirst, and are entirely interested in the truths of Christianity.
It is important to realize how very new Christianity is for them.
Imagine hearing for the very first time the story of Adam and Eve,
Noah’s Ark, Moses and the Israelites, Jesus being born in Bethlehem, or the events of Holy Week and Easter.
Not only are the stories new, but they do not even have the vocabulary to talk about the core truths of the Trinity or Jesus or
the Paschal Mystery. One has to choose the best possible word,
but then engage in hours of dialogue to make sure that everyone
is actually understanding the concept correctly. Certain devotions
have come easily to them, such as Eucharistic Adoration and the

Divine Mercy. Other times, even core doctrines such as the Resurrection are a challenge to find the right vocabulary to explain,
much less to understand them in spirit and in truth. But they
yearn to understand, and Fr. Al is eager and patient to work with
them in that process.
It is tempting for some evangelists to take shortcuts. For example, other priests working with Hmong ministry elsewhere have
tried to weave together the Hmong practice of “ancestor worship” and Catholic devotion to the Saints. Fr. Al strongly disagrees. In listening carefully to them, he learned that the ritual
devotions vis-à-vis the ancestors are very much fear-based. The
general idea is that bad things will happen to you if you don’t
keep these spirits appeased. That is so radically different from
our practice of experiencing friendship, communion, and companionship with these heavenly members of the one Body of
Christ! It is not a point of commonality, but a difference that
needs to be overcome.
Another tempting shortcut is taking a top-down approach. In
Hmong culture, there are clan leaders. In this case, four clans are
involved at the new parish in Wausau. Perhaps more can be added. If one wins over the clan leadership, all others will follow. But
will their hearts be changed? Will they experience the liberation
and healing of the Gospel message. That is what Fr. Al yearns for
them to experience. That involves many more personal encounters. It may help to work with leadership, but one has to pay
close attention to all the interpersonal dynamics.
It will be exciting to see what happens when a large population
with an even larger spiritual hunger and thirst is given the opportunity to hear and experience the Gospel. It inspires me to be
reinvigorated in our own parishes’ efforts of evangelization. I
have come to discover more and more that so many of the nonCatholics, non-practicing Catholics, and ex-Catholics in our midst
are also radically unfamiliar with the basic stories and vocabulary
of our Faith. They are literally hearing “Good News” for the first
time. It is both daunting and exciting. Amazing things happen
when they hear “Good News” proclaimed to them. Their hunger
and thirst are enormous. God’s mercy and love is awaiting. May
we each play our part!

Sacraments
Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their infants at least two months prior to the anticipated date of
baptism. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more information, to download forms, and to
see upcoming baptismal class dates.
Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebration of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
time of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the anticipated date of marriage.
Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of time should receive the
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish offices to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Memorial Day Mass
Join Fr. Thelen on May 28 at 10:30a for Memorial Day Mass at
the Cemetery Mausoleum in Calvary Cemetery.
Jesus is waiting for you
Prayer partners are needed for adoration in Benedictine Chapel
at 322 Fulton St. Eau Claire, for Monday 6:00-7:00a and 7:008:00a, Thursday 8:00-9:00a and Friday 2:00-3:00p. Contact Ann
at 715-874-5794.
PCCW Fundraiser
The PCCW is selling Mystic Monk coffee and tea the weekend of
May 19-20 after Mass. We will also be taking orders. Please support the PCCW which uses their money to update the needs in
the sacristy.

Congratulations to the newly confirmed teens from St. Mary’s!
Please keep them in your prayers this summer and in the
years to come.
Jonathan Black
Robert Burhop
Giovanni Cardona Ferrer
Anagely Conteras Ramos
Dalen Corn
Morgan Dickerson
Matthew Holtz
Marcos Juarez Solis
Courtnee Lebeter
Ilona LeGore
Abigael Nauertz
Alexandria Nyberg
Quinn Petersilka
Mateo Rowe
Harrison Shepich
Garret Steffen
Alyse Tainter
Hannah Wangen
Donovan Wogernese
Rece Wolf

New Office Hours at St. Mary’s
Have you noticed the new office hours? They have changed for
your convenience. Feel free to stop by and there will be someone to assist you. Our hope is to provide service to more of our
parishioners. We are now open:
Sunday
12:00p - 3:00p
Monday
9:00a - 4:00p
Tuesday
9:00a - 4:00p
Wednesday 12:30p - 8:00p
Thursday
9:00a - 4:00p
*Note this Correction Friday
10:00a - 2:00p
Saturday
Closed

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.
Please pray for those who are expecting: Shelley Van
Wyk and Emily Thurner.

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intentions to the
prayer chain, please email Janet Fox
generalbook@charter.com or call 715529-1587.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$7,845.00
Youth...........................................$15.00
Offertory (Plate) .....................$1,239.54
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $9,099.54

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – A Wolterstorff and Volunteer
11:00a – J Fox and Volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders .............................. 17
Amount Sold ..........................$8,805.00
Profit (approximately) .............. $416.10
Monthly Profit........................$1,651.25
Thank you!

Thank You!
My heart is full to overflowing with gratitude for the blessings
received from my second family here. The generous expression
of your love truly surprised and humbled me. Truthfully, it has
taken the combined efforts of each of you to make it happen.
No one can accomplish what I am credited for alone. Above all I
must thank Our dear Lord without whom nothing is possible. In
humble appreciation to you all. May God bless you all. Carol M

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Office

715-855-1294, x 100

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294 , x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, May 26, 4:00p
Lector
Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

D Wogernese
M Niedzwiecki
G & JP Wolterstorff
J Wolterstorff
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, G Wolterstorff
H & M Talley

Sunday, May 27, 11:00a
Lector
Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

K Shakal
K Eisold
C & T Chilson
J Fox
J Fox
M Chilson, D Kamrowski

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Fall Festival News

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Formation
Thank you to the PCCW and the Knights
of Columbus for the generous gifts for
the newly confirmed and to the PCCW
and the Foresters for their beautiful gifts
to the First Communicants. Your
thoughtfulness is so greatly appreciated!
Mass Intentions
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 stipend for each
intention. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.
Diocesan History Books
We still have a few copies of this beautiful, hard cover, history book. You can
purchase your copy from the parish office
for just $33. Call 715-877-3400 to reserve
your copy!
Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400. Needed: a
signed rental agreement, proof of liability
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3
months in advance. Rental is available to
parish members only.

2018 Fall Festival - August 24 and 26
Parishioners are invited to help
on Monday evenings at 6:30p
to sew the quilt for the Fall
Festival raffle. All are welcome!
Call Pat Dimmitt at 715-597-2372.

The PCCW sincerely thanks you
for your generosity during the
annual appeal for the support
of the La Crosse Diocesan Council of Catholic Women. Your
donations help the DCCW do their work.
Some of the collection is distributed back
to the Eau Claire Deanery and used for
events like speakers and religious conferences. Thank you!

Liturgical Ministers

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff

Saturday, May 26, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

R Schmitt
B Sorge, K Pfaff
D Messerschmidt
D Sorge, T Starks

Sunday, May 27, 8:30a
Lector
Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

T Fischer
M Miller, L & J Vetterkind
E Smith, B Ceranski, J Frank
M Miller, D Olson,
P Quirk, T Lindgren
K & J Krupka
E & D Walker,
E Messerschmidt

Advertiser of the Week

If you are a crafty person, now is the time
to start your projects! Help fill our Country Store with special and unique items!
We are in need of a co-chair. Now is the
time to learn how the festival runs and
offer your time and talent to the Parish!
Contact Mike Miller at 715-695-2742
or at chermike@tcc.coop with any
questions. Our next meeting is May 29
at 7:00p.

Peru Mission Trip
Donations of needed
items for Casa Hogar
Orphanage are coming
in - you are all so very
generous! What we now need: 3 or 4
pieces of luggage so that we can pack all
these donated items into, weigh them
and get them to the young people in Peru. If you have a piece of luggage that you
are willing to donate, please drop it off at
St. Raymond’s. Thank you! If you have
any questions, please contact Elaine Welin at 715-877-3400.

Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)

Baby Bottle Campaign
Our Baby Bottle Fundraising Campaign
will begin on Mother’s Day and end on
Father’s Day. Please take a baby bottle
home, fill it with change and return it by
June 17. All funds go to help the Right to
Life efforts in our area. If you have any
questions, please contact Angie Frank at
715-286-5522.

Deanery Adoration
Prayer partners are needed for Eau Claire
Area Adoration in The Benedictine Chapel, 322 Fulton St., Eau Claire, in the following time slots: Monday 6-7a, 7-8a,
Thursday 8-9a and Friday 2-3p. To sign up
as an adorer for these or other time slots
or to be on the substitute list contact Ann
at 715-874-5794.

June Wedding Anniversaries
If you will be celebrating your wedding
anniversary in the month of June please
sign up in the gathering space to receive a
special blessing after the Masses on June
9 and 10.

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who
is homebound and would like
Holy Communion brought to
them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.

Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults...................................... $3,160.00
Holy Day Envelopes .................... $375.00
Plate ......................................... $1,486.50
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,636.67
Building Fund Envelopes............. $312.00
Easter ............................................ $10.00
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $6,980.17

