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The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ | June 3, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
Sat., June 2
Sun., June 3

Mon., June 4
Tue., June 5
Wed., June 6
Thu., June 7
Fri., June 8
Sat., June 9
Sun., June 10

June 2 through June 10
4:00p
SM
† Peter Kovar
6:00p
SR
† Coyne Callaghan
8:30a
SR
Virginia Nix
11:00a
SM
SM & SR Parishioners
1:00p
SM
† Ken Bauer
——— No Mass ———
8:00a
SR
†
8:00a
SM
† Kip Schultz
8:00a
SR
† Marlene Kadinger
2:00p
Mass at The Classic
9:00a
SM
† Pauline Hagmann
4:00p
SM
† Daniel Redlich
6:00p
SR
Kate Buchal
8:30a
SR
† Irvin Barbel
11:00a
SM
SM & SR Parishioners
1:00p
SM
† Edward Osowski

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Thelen
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to
the parish office by Sunday and inserts by
Tuesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715-514-5113
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Reflections from Fr. Daniel Thelen
Corpus Christi
On the weekend of June 3rd the
dioceses in the United States of
America will celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and
Blood of Christ. This great feast,
often called Corpus Christi, a Latin
phrase meaning, ‘Body of Christ’,
calls to mind one of the greatest gifts that we have as
Catholics. Jesus told his apostles in the 6th chapter of
the Gospel of John, “Unless you eat my body and drink
my blood, you cannot have life within you.” Then in
the Last Supper account, “This is my body, which will
be given up for you.”, “This is my blood of the covenant.” As Catholics the feast of Corpus Christi calls to
mind the amazing reality that at every Holy Mass, Jesus is truly and substantially present to us.
The Church has always taught the real presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. The great 2nd century martyr, St Ignatius of Antioch stated, “I desire the bread of
God, which is the flesh of Jesus Christ.” Around the
same time, St Justin the Martyr declared, “The food
which has been made into the Eucharist by the Eucharistic prayer…is both the flesh and the blood of that
incarnated Jesus.”
Just as God’s mercy was without its own proper feast
until recent history, a feast celebrating Christ’s Body
and Blood was not formally celebrated until the 13th
century. Uniquely just as St Faustina brought about
the feast of Divine Mercy it was also through another
woman that the Feast of Corpus Christi was introduced to the universal church. St Juliana of Liège, a
13th-century Norbertine canoness from Belgium received a number of visions of Christ over the course of
twenty years. She kept these visions secret during
those years but eventually revealed them to her confessor who then shared them with the bishop. In 1246
the Bishop of Liège declared in his diocese the first
annual celebration of Corpus Christi.
The feast was extended to the universal church in
1264 by Pope Urban IV. It is argued by some that his
desire to implement this feast came during his service
as an archdeacon in Liege. Others propose that he instituted the feast in response to the Eucharistic Mira-

cle of Bolsena where in 1263 a priest noticed a Bleeding Host following the consecration. The linen corporal
which bears the spots of blood from this miracle is still
to this day reverently displayed in the Cathedral of
Orvieto in Italy. Regardless of the feast’s origin, the
pope’s implementation of this feast brought the celebration of Corpus Christi to the universal calendar. By
1317 its celebration became common throughout the
Roman Catholic Church.
St Thomas Aquinas resided in Orvieto throughout the
papacy of Urban IV from 1261-1265. As a result, he
was asked to compose several hymns in honor of the
Holy Eucharist. Many of these hymns are still universally known to this day such as the Pange Lingua,
which concludes with the Tantum Ergo, and another
which ends with O Salutaris Hostia. Both of these are
still sung during benediction when the Blessed Sacrament is reposed following adoration.
It is typical in many places to hold a procession of the
Eucharist on the Feast of Corpus Christi. In fact,
throughout our diocese numerous processions will be
held. In our deanery a procession will occur at Sacred
Heart Church. Universally the most well-known of
these processions is in Orvieto. Each year tens-ofthousands of people visit this ancient Italian city and
join in procession with nearly one-thousand priests
and seminarians to adore Jesus in the most Holy Eucharist.

Useful Catholic Websites
To Find the Readings for Mass
– www.usccb.org/readings
To Learn More About the Catholic Faith
– www.thecatholicfaithexplained.com
– www.formed.org (Parish Code: JR6NZW)
– www.kofc.org/cis
For Those Struggling in Marriage
– www.diolc.org/marriage/marriage-help
– www.cwretrouvaille.org
For Support After an Abortion
– www.cclse.org/pregnancy-support-2
– www.hopeafterabortion.com
– www.rachelsvineyard.org
For Information About an Annulment
– www.diolc.org/tribunal

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Tamale Fundraiser

St. Mary’s Spring Cleaning
It is that time of the year, Spring Cleaning! Please consider stopping by and giving a helping hand by keeping your Parish clean.
Sunday, June 10th from 2:30p—4:30p and Monday, June 11th
from 9:00a—11:00a. Every extra hand counts and your Parish is
counting on you! Contact Michael at 715-271-4056.
Scrip Volunteers Needed
Volunteers needed to sell scrip after Mass. Please consider volunteering a little of your time by signing up and selling scrip
cards. Sign up sheet can be found at the scrip table or contact
Janet Fox at 715-529-1587.
Diocesan History Books
Have you gotten your Diocesan history book yet? Well if not, this
wonderful history book is still available at just $33. You can purchase your copy at the Narthex.
Marriage Anniversary
If you will be celebrating your wedding anniversary in the month
of June, please sign up in the Narthex to receive a special blessing after Mass on June 10th. A reception will follow during our
social Sunday in the Community Center.

The Hispanic community and PCCW says THANK YOU! The tamale fundraiser was a success—the total amount raised was
$5,191.26. This will go toward funeral expenses and medical
bills for the Garcia Ocotl Family. Please keep the Garcia Ocotl
family and the soul of Anayeli in your prayers.

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, please
email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.com or call 715-5291587.

Save the date! The 2018 Fall Fest will take place on September 15th and 16th. We hope to see you there! Please consider
volunteering your time to help with the planning of this fun
parish event. For more information, contact Kristi Blackmon at
kristiblackmon@hotmail.com.

Elizabeth Ministry

Parish Smartphone App

To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.
Please pray for those who are expecting: Shelley Van
Wyk and Emily Thurner.

Corpus Christi
June 3, 2018

100—Year Journey of St. Anthony’s
Join us as we celebrate 100 years with a Eucharistic Procession
and “Carrying of the Stones” on Sunday, June 10th, beginning at
1:00p at Veterans Park on Fourth Street. Once at St. Anthony’s
enjoy directed tours inside the historic building.

Jesus is Waiting for You
Prayer partners are needed for adoration in Benediction Chapel
at 322 Fulton St. Eau Claire, for Monday 6:00-7:00a and 7:008:00a, Thursday 8:00-9:00a and Friday 2:00-3:00p. Contact Ann
at 715-874-5794.

Fall Festival 2018

Just go to the App Store and download MyParish—Catholic Life
Every Day onto your smartphone or device. Search for St.
Mary’s Parish. App includes: Mass times, helpful prayer listing,
weekend homilies, bulletins, and so much more!

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Office

715-855-1294, x 100

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual)
St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$4,279.00
Teens/Children .............................$5.00
Offertory (Plate) ........................$714.99
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $4,998.99
Capital Campaign .....................$561.90

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – Pat Sykora and volunteer
11:00a – Janet Fox and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders .............................. 13
Amount Sold ..........................$2,475.00
Profit (approximately) ..............$119.33
Monthly Profit........................$1,999.36
Thank you!

Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294 , x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, June 09, 4:00p
Lector

M Hanson

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

G Wolterstorff, J Buscherfeld
D Wogernese
J Bechly
W Liedl, H Talley,
M Kloss, M Talley

Sunday, June 10, 11:00a
Lector

F Chukwudelunzu

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

B Smiskey, B Albee
C Thurner
C Thurner
R Smeltzer, C Duffy,
T Buck, D Kamrowski

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

June Wedding Anniversaries

Family Faith Formation
Want to keep learning together over the
summer as a family? Check out all of the
great movies, books and studies on
Formed!
Mass Intentions
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 stipend for each
intention. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.
Confessions Cancelled
On Thursday, June 28, confessions will be
cancelled due to Priests being in La
Crosse for Unity Days.
Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.
Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400. Needed: a
signed rental agreement, proof of liability
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3
months in advance. Rental is available to
parish members only.

If you will be celebrating
your wedding anniversary in
the month of June please
sign up in the gathering
space to receive a special blessing after
the Masses on June 9 and 10.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, June 9, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

A Beimborn
C Bearrood, K Pfaff
J Bearrood
K Falch, J Jaenke

Sunday, June 10, 8:30a
Lector

T Falbo

Servers

B Lesniewski, K Burmesch,
M Hoff
J Lesniewski, J Sauter
T Lindgren, M Quirk
C & D Fiser
M Burmesch, D Ziemann,
D LeMere

Ushers
Greeters
Counters

Advertiser of the Week

Baby Bottle Campaign
Our Baby Bottle Fundraising Campaign
will begin on Mother’s Day and end on
Father’s Day. Please take a baby bottle
home, fill it with change and return it by
June 17. All funds go to help the Right to
Life efforts in our area. If you have any
questions, please contact Angie Frank at
715-286-5522.

Priestly Ordinations
Priestly ordinations will be held at the
Cathedral of St. Joseph the Workman in
La Crosse at 10:00a on Saturday, June 30.
You can watch the Mass live at diolc.org/
live.

Diocesan History Books - Sale!
The Diocese of La Crosse has printed a
beautiful, hard cover, 464 full color page
book, celebrating their 150th anniversary.
The history of the Diocese is richly illustrated in this book with pull-out objects.
You can purchase your copy from the
parish office, on sale now for just $30!

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Parish Council of Catholic Women
The PCCW will have their next
meeting on Thursday, June 14 at
6:30p. All ladies of the parish are
invited to attend!

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus will
have their next meeting on
Monday, June 11 at 7:00p.

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or call Diane Walker at 715286-5171.

Deanery Adoration
Prayer partners are needed for Eau Claire
Area Adoration in The Benedictine Chapel, 322 Fulton St., Eau Claire, in the following time slots: Monday 6-7a, 7-8a,
Thursday 8-9a and Friday 2-3p. To sign up
as an adorer for these or other time slots
or to be on the substitute list contact Ann
at 715-874-5794.

Fall Festival News
2018 Fall Festival - August 24 and 26
Parishioners are invited to help
on Monday evenings at 6:30p
to sew the quilt for the Fall
Festival raffle. All are welcome!
Call Pat Dimmitt at 715-597-2372.
If you are a crafty person, now is the time
to start your projects! Help fill our Country Store with special and unique items!
We are in need of a co-chair. Now is the
time to learn how the Festival runs and
offer your time and talent to the Parish!
Contact Mike Miller at 715-695-2742
or at chermike@tcc.coop with any
questions.

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
 plaetza@gmail.com

507-828-9320

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults...................................... $3,243.00
Youth Envelopes ............................. $2.00
Plate .......................................... $336.500
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,750.00
Building Fund Envelopes............... $30.00
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $5,361.50

More than Just SUNDAY

The Medicine of Immortality (Don’t Take on an Empty Stomach)
Ingrid, my daughter, received her first Holy Communion last
month. And although four older siblings had received their first
communions before her, the event felt especially meaningful to
me this time around.
Early in 2017 I was invited to write a book called A Devotional
Journey into the Mass: How Mass can Become a Time of Grace,
Nourishment, and Devotion for Sophia Institute Press. Insofar as it
required writing, I found it difficult. On the other hand, given that
it was 20 years in the making—the fruit of questions and discussions during diocesan and parish presentations, teaching in the
Diocesan Lay Formation Institute, and serving on the formation
teams for the Diocesan Leader of Prayer program and Diaconate
Formation program—it was just a matter of putting pen to paper
(so to speak) and recording the fruits of this wonderful job I have.
A Devotional Journey into the Mass is really a “how-to” guide for
praying the Mass, including chapters on “How to Make the Sign of
the Cross,” “How to Pray the Opening Prayer,” and “How to Prepare the Heart at the Offertory.” But the chapter that came
to mind during my daughter’s first communion, and the one
whose insights I’ll place before my own family as we celebrate the
Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) on June
3, is “How to Receive Communion to the Fullest.”
I say receive “to the fullest” because the mechanics of receiving—
getting in line, making the reverential bow, receiving from the
minister—are not complicated. (Even though my 8-year-old was
surely nervous about them!) What is more difficult is receiving
the Body and Blood of Jesus in such a way that we become transformed, sanctified, divinized.
The first step to receiving communion to the fullest is being free
from mortal sin. Mortal sin is the deliberate choice, that is, both
knowing it and willing it, of “something gravely contrary to the
divine law and to the ultimate end of man” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 1874). The Eucharist is powerful medicine: filled
with Jesus and on fire with the Holy Spirit, it brings us face-to-face
with God the Father. If something as
simple as ibuprofen needs a fit and full
stomach to be effective, how much
more does the Eucharist! In fact, there’s
a rather startling line from what is called
the Sequence, read or sung on Corpus
Christi Sunday just before the Gospel:

Bad and good the feast are sharing,
Of what divers dooms preparing,
Endless death, or endless life.
Life to these, to those damnation,
See how like participation
Is with unlike issues rife.
In short: far more important (although not unrelated) than the
prescribed postures and gestures at receiving is preparing our
spirits, hearts, and stomachs for Jesus. The first necessary task is
removing mortal sin from within.
The second step isn’t so much about removing but filling. If my sin
chooses me instead of God, replacing it with humility—the more
the better—invites God in to do his Eucharistic best.
Saint Augustine illustrates the transformative power of the Body
and Blood of Christ in his conversation with the Eucharistic Jesus:
“I am the food of grown men,” he hears Jesus say; “grow, and you
shall feed upon me; nor shall you change me, like the food of your
flesh, into yourself, but you shall be changed into me.” Simply
put: “It is not the eucharistic food that is changed into us,” says
Pope Benedict, “but rather we who are mysteriously transformed
by it” (Exhortation on “The Eucharist as the Source and the Summit of the Church’s Life and Mission” (Sacramentum Caritatis),
70).
But since our stomachs must be filled with humility in order for
Jesus to change us, the Church places on our lips the humble
words of the powerful Roman Centurion of Capernaum. When
Jesus offers to come into his house to heal his dying servant, the
Centurion, despite his great worldly stature and authority, says to
Jesus, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof;
only say the word and my servant will be healed” (Matthew 8:8).
When an unstoppable force—the Eucharistic Jesus—meets an
immovable object—the human heart—nothing good can happen
in us. Only when that heart is moving away from sin and is humble enough to be changed—to be divinized—will the Eucharist
achieve its full fruitfulness in us.
This, at least, is what I’ll remind Ingrid of as she receives Jesus on
the Solemnity of Corpus Christi. And I’ll surely do well to remember these truths myself.
By Christopher Carstens, Director for Sacred Worship and RCIA

