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frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Thelen 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

June 23 through July 1 
Sat., June 23 4:00p SM † Patricia Gerseth 
  6:00p  SR † Gordon Roberts 
Sun., June 24 8:30a  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM Jack & Peggy Bauer 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., June 25 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., June 26 8:00a SR † Mary Gentry 
Wed., June 27  8:00a SM Sam & Kathy Geraci 
Thu., June 28 8:00a SR † Coyne Callaghan 
Fri., June 29 ——— No Mass ——— 
Sat., June 30 4:00p SM † Ken Bauer 
  6:00p SR Priest Intention 
Sun., July 1 8:30a SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
  11:00a SM † Tony Pope 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to 
the parish office  by Sunday and inserts by 

Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from David Nowicki 

John the Baptist 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

This weekend we celebrate the Solem-
nity of the Nativity of John the Bap-
tist—or, as it was more commonly 
known in my childhood, the halfway-
to-Christmas-Eve mark.  This solemnity 
rarely gets much attention from the 

wider Catholic population, and one does not have to look 
far to see why.  (1) It is a calendar-based holy day (much 
like Christmas).  That is, the solemnity is celebrated the 
same date every year, June 24th.  (2) It is not a holy day of 
obligation (much unlike Christmas).  That is, unless the so-
lemnity is on Sunday, there exists no obligation for Catho-
lics to attend the mass of the solemnity.  Since the 24th of 
June happens to fall on a Sunday this year, we have a spe-
cial opportunity to celebrate it as a whole Church on Sun-
day—an opportunity that the calendar only affords us once 
every 6 years or so. 

What, then, is the Solemnity of the Nativity of John the 
Baptist about?  The solemnity celebrates the birth of the 
great prophet, the one who would “give his people 
knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.” (Lk 
1:77).  As recounted by St. Luke, Elizabeth was already six 
months pregnant with John when the angel Gabriel visited 
Mary (Lk 1:36).  Thus, it follows that John the Baptist was 
born about six months before Jesus.  Since Christmas is cel-
ebrated on the twenty-fifth of December, the birth of John 
the Baptist is celebrated six months prior.  Tradition puts 
the date exactly six months before Christmas Eve 
(December 24th), hence the date for the solemnity on June 
24th. 

All the technicalities aside, this solemnity affords us an op-
portunity to reflect on John the Baptist, the great prophet, 
and his relative, Jesus of Nazareth.  Now, Jesus is without 
any doubt the one to which we give all glory, honor, and 
power.  However, it seems that we may often forget the 
work of prophets such as John the Baptist in spreading 
news of the coming of the Lord.  Was that the way John the 
Baptist felt during his days of prophecy?  Did he feel over-
shadowed by his younger cousin, who would possibly ren-
der his prophesying and baptizing moot?  This certainly 
does not seem to be the case in the Gospel.  As John says, 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not 
worthy to carry; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire.” (Mt 3:11).  Later, when Jesus comes to John to 
be baptized, John is astounded, saying, "I need to be bap-
tized by you, and do you come to me?" (Mt 3:14). 

What do these passages mean?  John was perfectly content 
to accept his role as precursor to Jesus.  He accepted God’s 
plan for him, even though it was a smaller one than his 
cousin Jesus had.  We can do well to learn from this.  In our 
utilitarian lifestyle, we often feel like we need to be doing 
something productive to be useful.  This leads to an over-
working and stretching of our limits; or, as Bilbo Baggins 
puts it in The Fellowship of the Ring, feeling “like butter 
scraped over too much bread.”  We take on too many re-
sponsibilities in the hopes that all these activities will fulfill 
our desire, when in fact the only thing that will actually do 
so is following the will of God in our lives.  John the Baptist, 
despite being the elder cousin of Jesus, was willing to step 
aside and let Jesus begin His ministry precisely because it 
was God’s plan.  John had done his part, and now Jesus 
could do His.   

Like John, we too must learn to recognize when God is call-
ing us to do deeds for Him and when He is calling us to let 
go of deeds we want to do ourselves.  For nothing we do 
for God should be done on our account, but His.  Some-
times, we may want to see a project to its completion or to 
see the fruits of our labors.  However, we must understand 
that in God’s designs, we are only a small part and must 
learn to accept our role in those designs.  God has made 
some of us sowers of the seed and others harvesters of the 
fruit, and we will find immense joy in the role He has given 
us, whichever it may be.  God’s plan for us might not sound 
like the most glamorous plan in the world, but the fact that 
it is God’s plan makes it more worthwhile than anything we 
can imagine.  As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Nativity 
of John the Baptist this weekend, let us give special thanks 
to the prophet of the Most High (Lk 1:76), and let us espe-
cially remember that God’s plan for each of us is exactly 
what will bring us the most peace. 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Church cleaning 
Have you been wondering how to help out in your own parish? 
Consider volunteering by leading the Monday morning church 
cleaning team. For more information contact Michael Marcon at 
715-271-4056. 

Scrip Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers needed to sell scrip after Mass. Please consider vol-
unteering a little of your time by signing up and selling scrip 
cards. Sign up sheet can be found at the scrip table or contact 
Janet Fox at 715-529-1587.   

Wedding Anniversary  
If you celebrate your wedding anniversary in July and would like 
to be recognized by Father during mass, there is a sign up sheet 
which can be found in the Narthex.  

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a – Volunteer and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 22 
Amount Sold .......................... $5,575.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $351.36 
Monthly Profit ........................... $680.83 

Thank you! 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, June 30, 4:00p 

Lector J Spalding 

Servers N Cullinan, B Cisneros 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve G LeGore 
Ushers W Liedl, J Hayden, 
 P Connell 
 

Sunday, July 1, 11:00a 
Lector A Koenig 

Servers L Frank 
A. Server J Mullenberg 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers T Buck, R Stephenson, 
  D Hawker, T Sykora 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,884.00 
Teens/Children ........................... $15.20 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $830.16 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,729.36 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $620.00 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Fall Festival 2018 

Save the date! The 2018 Fall Fest will 
take place on September 15 & 16. We 
hope to see you there! Please consider 
volunteering your time to help with 
the planning of this fun parish event. 
For more information, contact Kristi Blackmon at kristiblack-
mon@hotmail.com. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Are you thriving or just surviving? Join us for Living 
Every Day with Passion & Purpose in Minneapolis! 
Presented by internationally acclaimed speaker 
and New York Times bestselling author Matthew 
Kelly, this event will show you 3 simple ways to live 
a more vibrant and meaningful life. September 29, 
2018 from 7:00-10:00p Minneapolis Convention Center Audito-
rium. Call Janet at 715-529-1587 for tickets and information.  

Youth Summer Camp 

 Cor Jesus ( Pronounced “core yay zoo”) Latin for Hearts of Jesus. 
August 14-17, here at St. Mary’s Parish. Faith day camp for 
youth (grades 1-12), special guest speaker: Nik Davidson. Bring 
your children to a summer camp filled with music, games and 
daily teachings all centered around Jesus’ love for us! Will in-
clude Mass for the Assumption of Mary and a service project. 
Contact Kristin Betlej at kbetlej@regiscatholicschools.com. 

Thank You For Fr. Thelen 

There will be a parish social to thank Fr. Thelen for 
his wonderful work in our parish this past year. 
Please join us for cake after the 11am and 1pm 
Masses on July 1st to wish him well on his new spir-
itual journey. 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth 
date, request a meal, or to  volun-
teer, please call Emily Thurner at 

715-864-3048. Please pray for those who 
are expecting: Emily Thurner. 

There will not be a Knights meeting on July 2nd, 
our next meeting will be August 6th at 7:00p. I 
would like to extend a sincere note of gratitude 
for all of the Officers that served the Guadalupe 
Council Knights of Columbus here at St. Mary’s 
this past year. I would also like to offer my thanks 
to those Knights who volunteered to serve for this coming year 
2018-19. Knights Officers Installation will be at St. Raymond’s on 
Tuesday July 10th at 6:30p—all Officers and Trustees are asked 
to bring a dish and plan to attend. If you are not able to attend, 
please contact Matt Chilson at gkmattchilson@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, June 30, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
K Pfaff, J Wolcott 

Servers E Frank 
Ushers M Rockow, B Sorge 
 

Sunday, July 1, 8:30a 
Lector T Fischer 

 N Falbo, M Callaghan,  
  C Kostka 
Servers T & E Falbo, M Hoff 
Ushers D Olson , B Severinski, 
  M Quirk, T Lindgren 
Greeters L, C, A & D Olson 
Counters D & E Walker, D Ziemann 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $3,542.00 
Plate ............................................ $403.00 
Capital Campaign ..................... $5,095.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............. $200.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $9,240.00 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Homebound Visits 

If you know of someone who 
is homebound and would like 
Holy Communion brought to 
them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

Diocesan History Books 

The Diocese of La Crosse has printed a 
beautiful, hard cover, 464 full color page 
book, celebrating their 150th anniversary. 
The history of the Diocese is richly illus-
trated in this book with pull-out objects. 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, 
with only limited printed editions availa-
ble! You can purchase your copy from the 
parish office, on sale now for just $30!  

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Fr. Derek Sakowski will celebrate his 15th 
Anniversary of Priestly Ordination on 
June 28 and Fr. Dan Thelen will celebrate 
his 3rd Anniversary of Priestly Ordination 
on June 27. Please pray for our two 
priests on their anniversaries and con-
gratulate them! 

Ordination Anniversaries 

There will be an extra parish social in 
June to thank Fr. Thelen for his work in 
our parish this past year. Please stay after 
the  Masses on  June 30 and July 1 to 
thank Fr. Thelen and wish him well in his 
next assignment! A card box  will be avail-
able for you to leave a card for him. A 
group of parishioners is hoping to collect 
money to help with Father’s wish of exer-
cise equipment in his new parish. 

Thank You for Fr. Thelen 

Fall Festival News 

2018 Fall Festival - August 24 and 26 

 Your Fall Festival Raffle tickets 
are now in the gathering space. 
Please sell them and return the 
stubs and money to the office 

or put them in the collection basket. 

 We will once again be using Sign Up 
Genius to volunteer at the Fall Festival. 
Go to our parish website at 
www.straymond.us and click on the link! 

 If you are a crafty person, now is the 
time to start your projects! Help fill our 
Country Store with special and unique 
items!  

 Start practicing your music and acts for 
the talent show!  

 We are in need of a co-chair. Now is the 
time to learn how the Festival runs and 
offer your time and talent to the Parish!  

 The next Fall Festival meeting will be 
Tuesday, June 26 at 7:00p. If you have 
any questions contact   Mike  Miller  at  
715-695-2742 or at  chermike@tcc.coop. 

Family Faith Formation 
Our summer camp this year is Cor Jesu, 
meaning Heart of Jesus in Latin. Dates are 
August 14-17 at St. Mary’s, for grades 1-
12. Contact Kristin Betlej at kbe-
tlej@regiscatholicschools.com for more 
information. 

Confessions Cancelled 
On Thursday, June 28, confessions will be 
cancelled due to Priests being in La 
Crosse for Priest Unity Days. 

Mass Intentions 
If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention.  Also, please include whether 
or not the individual is living or deceased. 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Hall Rental 
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall 
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie 
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400.  Needed:  a 
signed rental agreement, proof of liability 
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.  
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3 
months in advance.  Rental is available to 
parish members only. 

Mass Time Changed 
Mass on Sunday morning, August 26 will 
be at 10:00a for the Fall Festival. 

July Wedding Anniversaries 

If you will be celebrating 
your wedding anniversary in 
the month of July please 
sign up in the gathering 

space to receive a special blessing after 
the Masses on July 14 and 15. 



Anniversary of Priestly Ordination 

On the Anniversary of your Ordination,  
may God’s Love and Grace continue to nourish your Ministry,  

which touches the lives of so many! Congratulations! 

Pray for our Priests and all who have answered God’s call 

 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 

After receiving a Licentiate in Philosophy from the 

Catholic University of America and completing his 

theological studies at the Pontifical College Jose-

phinum, he was ordained for the Diocese of La 

Crosse, Wisconsin, on June 28, 2003. He obtained a 

Licentiate in Theology in 2010 and a Doctorate in 

2012, both from the Pontifical Gregorian University 

in Rome. He is presently pastor of St. Mary’s and 

St. Raymond’s parishes, and the Hispanic commu-

nity and Dean of the Eau Claire Deanery. 

 
Fr. Dan Thelen 

He attended seminary for two years at Mundelein 

(IL) and then four years in Rome. He was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 27, 2015. Fr. Thelen as-

sisted Fr. Thorn at St. Matthew and Holy Name par-

ish in Wausau and served as chaplain of Newman 

Middle School for two years. For the last year he 

has assisted Fr. Sakowski at St. Mary’s and St. Ray-

mond’s and has served as chaplain of Regis Middle 

School and High School. 


