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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
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Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

July 21 through July 29 
Sat., July 21 4:00p SM † John & Patricia Gerseth 
  6:00p  SR Mike & Amy Quirk & Family 
Sun., July 22 8:30a  SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
  11:00a SM † M Pope 
  1:00p SM † Mark Streit 
Mon., July 23 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., July 24 8:00a SR † Mary Gentry 
Wed., July 25  8:00a SM † Felix Felzkowski 
Thu., July 26 8:00a SR Renee & Jerry Stelter 
  9:30a  Mass at Grace Willowbrook 
  3:30p  Mass at Dove Osseo 
Fri., July 27 9:00a SM † Eleanor Wildrick 
Sat., July 28 4:00p SM † Arthur & Valeria Bohl 
  6:00p SR † Neva Moldenhauer 
Sun., July 29 8:30a SR Henry Webster & Family 
  11:00a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  1:00p SM † Beverly Seibel  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to 
the parish office  by Sunday and inserts by 

Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from David Nowicki 

Shepherds and Sheepfolds 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Praise be Jesus Christ, who is the Good 
Shepherd and who knows His 
sheep.  We see Christ as Shepherd 
very clearly in this weekend's readings, 
starting with the first reading from the 
prophet Jeremiah.  The prophet tells 

of God raising up "a righteous shoot to David," who will 
provide justice.  This would sound very appealing to the 
people of Judah, who would experience the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the exile of Judah shortly after the prophet's 
writing.  After poor rulers of the kingdom of Judah, the 
people naturally would want a strong ruler to guide 
them.  God promises both a new ruler from David's line 
and a just and righteous rule with salvation. 

This new ruler, Jesus Christ, not only brings justice and 
righteousness, but also the protection attributed rightly to 
a shepherd.  In the Gospel, Mark reveals how people fol-
lowed Jesus great distances, trusting that He will care for 
all their needs.  Even when Jesus and the Apostles depart-
ed the shore for a deserted place of solitude, His disciples 
faithfully followed Him.  It is here that Jesus is revealed as 
the Good Shepherd.  At the end of this passage, Jesus' 
heart is moved with pity for the crowds, as if they were 
"sheep without a shepherd," hungry both physically and 
spiritually.  Mark uses this hunger so that the Shepherd 
may supply His sheep with physical and spiritual nourish-
ment. 

The shepherd's heart that Jesus displays toward His disci-
ples, and the Shepherd that the people of Judah are prom-
ised by Jeremiah, are summarized and expanded upon in 
the second reading.  St. Paul, in speaking to the Ephesians, 
discusses Christ's role as Shepherd to not only the Jews, 
but also to the Gentiles.  Like a Good Shepherd, Jesus is 
there for all His people, whether Jew or Gentile. He takes 
care of the sheep in His fold and seeks out the lost sheep 
with great fervor.  He came for "you who were far off," just 
as much as He came for "those who were near" to the 
Good Shepherd.  There is no division between peoples; all 
"have access in one Spirit to the Father." 

Since the return of Christ to the Father, the sheep in and 
out of the flock still need shepherds to lead them.  Now let 
us return to the first reading by Jeremiah.  Just as the 
prophet foretold, the Lord God "will appoint shepherds for 
them... so that they need no longer fear or tremble."  Who 
are the shepherds appointed by God?  They are firstly the 
bishops of dioceses around the world. As the Catechism 
states, the Good Shepherd is "the model and 'form' of the 

bishop's pastoral office." (CCC no. 896)  The bishop is the 
Shepherd appointed by the Good Shepherd to guide the 
flock of his respective diocese.  In turn, he appoints pastors 
to be shepherds of individual parishes.  We use the term 
"pastor" so often in the Catholic Church that we may very 
easily forget that the word itself means "shepherd." Hence, 
bishops and priests are shepherds, too.  What does this 
mean?  Bishops and priests are called to care for and nour-
ish the flocks of their dioceses and parishes while reaching 
out to the lost sheep who have strayed beyond the fold. 

Bringing others into the Church is no easy task.  Our pastors 
and bishops cannot do it alone.  While the pastor takes 
care of the spiritual nourishment of his flock, the people go 
out to find the lost sheep. Since, according to Jesus, "I 
know my own and my own know me," we go out to the lost 
sheep to bring them back to Christ's shepherds.  We do this 
not by leaving the spiritual fold, but by remaining in the 
watchful care of the Good Shepherd.  As we continue our 
search for the lost sheep, let us remember that our own 
needs are fulfilled by the Good Shepherd, the Lord, who 
has entrusted shepherds of His own to guide us to Him. 

In Christ, 

David Nowicki 

 

 

 

 

DIOCESE of LA CROSSE 

The Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, D.D., Bishop of La 

Crosse, makes the following announcement: 

Correction: The Reverend Joshy Mathew Kulungara, MSFS, 

Chaplain at St. Joseph Hospital in Chippewa Falls, has returned to 

his Religious Order at the request of his Provincial, effective July 

3, 2018.  He is released from the responsibilities of the 

appointment as Parochial Administrator at Immaculate Conception 

Parish in Eau Claire as had been published in the Officials dated 

May 8, 2018.  

 

The Reverend Emmanuel S. Famiyeh, Pastor  of Guardian 
Angels Parish in Black River Falls, was definitively 
incardinated ipso jure, in accord with canons 268, §1, and 269 of 
the Code of Canon Law, as a priest of the Diocese of La Crosse on 
June 29, 2018. 

The Reverend Arockia Amirtha-Raj Stanislaus, Parochial 

Administrator of Sacred Heart Parish in Elmwood, Sacred Heart 

Parish in Spring Valley, and St. Luke Parish in Boyceville, is 

appointed Pastor, effective July 17, 2018. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Cor Jesu 
Cor Jesu meaning Heart of Jesus in Latin. Dates are August 14-
17 here at St. Mary’s, for grades 1-12. A faith day camp filled 
with daily teachings all centered around Jesus’ love for us! For 
more information contact Kristin Betlej at kbe-
tlej@regiscatholicschools.com 

Mass Time Change 
Mass on Friday morning, August 17 will be at noon. 
Bi-lingual mass on Sunday morning, September 16 will be at 
11:00a for the fall festival. 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a – Janet Fox and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 24 
Amount Sold .......................... $5,545.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $290.90 
Monthly Profit ........................... $830.30 

Thank you! 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, July 28, 4:00p 

Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers L Kovacevich, R Semerad 
A. Server J Bechly 
S. Serve J Bechly 
Ushers W Liedl, J Hayden, 
 J Kovacevich, M Kloss 
 

Sunday, July 29, 11:00a 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers At Ricciardi, C Chilson 
A. Server J Fox 
S. Server J Fox 
Ushers D Hawker, R Stephenson, 
  M Chilson, F Chukwudelunzu 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $5,234.00 
Teens/Children ........................... $10.15 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $704.76 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,948.91 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $147.70 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Fall Festival 2018 

 Country Store is looking for creative, 
crafty parishioners to add your special 
touch with artistic creations and baked 
goods. For more information, contact 
Jessica at 715-559-4733. 

 The 2018 Fall Fest raffle tickets are in! Please stop by the table 
in the Narthex to pick them up after Mass. All parishioners are 
asked to purchase or sell a minimum of 10 raffle tickets. Addi-
tional tickets will also be available after Mass or in the parish 
office during the week.  

 Save the date! The 2018 Fall Fest will take place on Septem-
ber 15 & 16. We hope to see you there! Please consider volun-
teering your time to help with the planning of this fun parish 
event. For more information, contact Kristi Blackmon at kristi-
blacmon@hotmail.com.    

Pray For Peru  

Please keep praying for Fr. Sakowski and 10 parishioners who 
are on the Peru mission trip, for safe travels and to continue to 
do the work of the Lord. 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth 
date, request a meal, or to  
volunteer, please call Emily 
Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

Love Your Spouse Like God Wants You To 

Spouses know that great love is possible within the midst of the 
daily demands, yet at times, it can be difficult to show it as we 
could. Consider attending a Domestic Church retreat. Tap into 
what God has in store for you. Retreat is August 16-19 in La 
Crosse, WI. To register go to: diolc.org/marriage-enrichment/   

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

A weekend of prayer and spirituality hosted by his 
Eminence Cardinal Raymond Burke. Special guests 
Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera Archbishop of 
Mexico City, Rev. Arturo Cepeda from Archdiocese 
of Detroit and Msgr. Eduardo Chavez. Conference 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, 
WI on July 27 & 28. For more information visit: 
WWW.QUEENOFTHEAMERICASGUILD.ORG  

Healthy Spirituality While Living With Illness 

Chronic illness not only affects our physical bodies but also 
takes a toll on the spiritual life. Gentle care of the spirit is a vital 
part of wellness. Explore and experience simple ways to com-
fort and care for your physical and spiritual self. The session 
concludes with a blessing and healing ritual. This one day re-
treat is Saturday, August 18th from 9:30a - 3:30p at St. Anthony 
Spirituality Center, Cost $45. 

 Prayer Chain 

To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, 
please email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.com or 
call 715-529-1587.  



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, July 28, 6:00p 

Lector D Nowicki 
 

Servers B Kostka 
Ushers D Sorge, M Rockow 
 

Sunday, July 29, 8:30a 
Lector B Lesniewski 

 
Servers N Bowers, B Ceranski,  
   B Quirk 
Ushers D Olson, J Lesniewski 
  K Roberts, B Severinski 
Greeters D, L, C, & A Olson 
Counters P & S Barth, D Ziemann 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $3,558.00 
Holy Day Envelopes ...................... $25.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $2.00 
Plate ............................................ $183.00 
Capital Campaign ..................... $3,025.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............... $15.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $6,808.00 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Homebound Visits 

If you know of someone who 
is homebound and would like 
Holy Communion brought to 
them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

Diocesan History Books 

The Diocese of La Crosse has printed a 
beautiful, hard cover, 464 page, full color 
book, celebrating their 150th anniversary. 
The history of the Diocese is richly illus-
trated in this book with pull-out objects. 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, 
with only limited printed editions availa-
ble! You can purchase your copy from the 
parish office for just $30.  Please contact 
715-877-3400 to reserve your copy! 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Fall Festival News 

2018 Fall Festival - August 24 and 26 

 Your Fall Festival Raffle tickets 
are now in the gathering space. 
Please sell them and return the 
stubs and money to the office 

or put them in the collection basket. 

 Sign-up sheets to volunteer are in the 
gathering space. We will also be using 
Sign Up Genius to volunteer at the Fall 
Festival. Go to our parish website at 
www.straymond.us and click on the link! 

 If you are a crafty person, now is the 
time to start your projects! Help fill our 
Country Store with special and unique 
items!  

 Start practicing your music and acts for 
the talent show! Sign up in the gathering 
space. 

 We are in need of a co-chair. Now is the 
time to learn how the Festival runs and 
offer your time and talent to the Parish!  

 If you have any questions contact   Mike  
Miller  at  715-695-2742 or at  cher-
mike@tcc.coop. 

Family Faith Formation 

Our summer camp this year is Cor Jesu, 
meaning Heart of Jesus in Latin. This is 
our version of Totus Tuus. Dates are Au-
gust 14-17 at St. Mary’s, for grades 1-12. 
Cost per child is $10. Please register by 
August 1. Contact Kristin Betlej at kbe-
tlej@regiscatholicschools.com for more 
information. 

Mass Time Change 

Sunday, August 26, Mass will be at 10:00a 
due to the Fall Festival. There will be no 
8:30a Mass that morning. 

Mass Intentions 

If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention.  Also, please include whether 
or not the individual is living or deceased. 

  Rosary 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Hall Rental 

If you would like to rent the Parish Hall 
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie 
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400.  Needed:  a 
signed rental agreement, proof of liability 
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.  
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3 
months in advance.  Rental is available to 
parish members only. 

Pray for Peru 

Please pray for the Fr. Sakowski and the 
10 people from our parishes who will be 
traveling home from their mission trip in 
Peru on Monday and Tuesday this week. 

Natural Family Planning Week 

NFP Awareness week begins July 22, 2018 
and will highlight the 50th anniversary of 
the promulgation of Blessed Pope Paul 
VI’s encyclical, Humanae Vitae, inviting a 
reflection on how openness to God’s plan 
for married love and responsible 
parenthood create the opportunity for a 
legacy of love for generations to come. 
For more information visit 
www.diolc.org/nfp. 

Augustine Institute Kiosk 

Understand, live and share your faith! 
The PCCW have sponsored a kiosk in the 
gathering space filled with books and 
CD’s that will help you dive into the Cath-
olic faith. Check out a book to read or a 
CD to listen to this summer! 



 Celebrating 150 Years  - Diocese of La Crosse - Our Second Bishop 

ilian C. Flasch was born in Retzstadt, Bavaria 

on July 16, 1831 to Andreas and Anna Margare-

ta Giesuebel Flasch. Of ten children, he was the 

only son of four boys and six girls to survive. One 

daughter was buried at sea on the voyage to America. His 

family immigrated to Wisconsin in 1847 and was one of 

the founding families of the town of St. Kilian in Fond 

du Lac County. In 1847 Father Charles Schraudenbach 

offered the first Mass in that community in the log cabin 

home of Andreas. Father Schraudenbach would become 

the first pastor of St. Joseph Parish in La Crosse in 1863. 

Kilian Flasch attended Notre Dame in South Bend, IN 

and St. Vincent’s in Latrobe, PA, before returning to 

Milwaukee and St. Francis de Sales Seminary in 1855 

where he was ordained on December 16, 1859 along with 

thirteen others. After serving in parishes in New Coeln 

and Elm Grove he returned to St. Francis in 1860 where 

he became the professor of moral theology and director 

of discipline. It was during this time that the Civil War 

began and those men between the ages of 20 and 45 were 

eligible for conscription. Many fled to Canada. During 

the second conscription Fr. Flasch paid the required $600 

to avoid the draft, twice what it was during the first con-

scription. In 1865 he became quite ill and left the faculty 

of the seminary to recover and rest. He was 

appointed rector of St. Francis Seminary in 

1868. It was from there that he was appointed 

second bishop of the La Crosse Diocese and 

was consecrated by Bishop Heiss on August 

24, 1881 in the chapel of St. Francis Semi-

nary. He arrived in La Crosse September 1, 

1881. Bishop Flasch, a strong supporter of 

Catholic education, urged that all Catholic children be 

educated in the Catholic School system. It was his opin-

ion that a parish was not complete until it had adequate 

schools for the children and the Catholic school was the 

heart of the parish. He established the second diocesan 

school board in the country and built 36 new schools dur-

ing his episcopacy. He served on the Committee on 

Schools at the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore. On 

August 4, 1887 he convened the Second Diocesan Synod 

to implement the decrees of that Council and that of the 

First Provincial Council of Milwaukee. In his first annual 

report he enumerated that 46 of the 77 parishes had 

schools and four more were under constrution. He was 

appointed to the board of trustees of the then newly es-

tablished Catholic University of America in 1889. It was 

in that year that religious freedom came under attack in 

Wisconsin when the legislature passed the Bennett Law 

which stated that a school must teach reading, writing, 

arithmetic and US History in the English language. A 

coalition led by Bishop F. X. Katzer of Green Bay was 

formed with Lutherans, who also had parish schools, that 

defeated the incumbents and the Bennett Law. During his 

tenure, the number of priests increased to 109, churches 

to 162 and parish schools to 60. There were 7 hospitals 

built. Despite the accomplishments of his 

leadership, he was gravely concerned about 

the lack of vocations to the priesthood from 

native sons and charged parents and pastors 

with the responsibility of cultivating and cher-

ishing vocations in the youth. He died in of-

fice August 3, 1891. 

K 

                                                     Second  B I S H O P  O F  L A  C R O S S E 
 

Bishop Kilian C. Flasch 

THE DIOCESE OF LA CROSSE 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 

www.diolc.org/150 


