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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

August 4 through August 12 
Sat., Aug. 4 9:00a SM Priest’s Intention 
  4:00p SM Doreen Bauer 
  6:00p  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Aug. 5 8:30a  SR Priest’s Intention 
  11:00a SM † Jan Loftsgaarden 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., Aug. 6 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Aug. 7 8:00a SR Phyllis Carney 
Wed., Aug. 8  8:00a SM † Genevieve & Paul Watt 
Thu., Aug. 9 8:00a SR Leo Tice & Family 
  10:30a  Augusta Area Nursing Home 
Fri., Aug. 10 9:00a SM † Peter Aumann 
Sat., Aug. 11 4:00p SM † Tony Pope 
  6:00p SR David Nowicki 
Sun., Aug. 12 8:30a SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † John Seah 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to 
the parish office  by Sunday and inserts by 

Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

Overcoming Fear 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 
 

Hello from your almost brand new associ-
ate pastor! I say “almost brand new” be-
cause I have been at St. Mary’s/St. Ray-
mond’s for one whole month already. 
Time really flies when you are having fun 
and staying busy! I would like to mention 
a few noteworthy events from my first 

four weeks here. 

Within my first week I joined some of our younger parishioners 
and other middle school and high school aged students from the 
Eau Claire area at Adventure Camp, which is a Christian camp 
located near Drummond, WI that the Diocese of La Crosse takes 
over for 3 weeks in the summer. We had about a dozen students 
from this area plus about 100 more from all over the Diocese 
during our 6 days there. One highlight for me (and some of our 
students) was overcoming my fear of heights by rappelling off a 
100 foot rock face. I prayed many prayers for divine protection 
before walking off the cliff (that is what it felt like!) and many 
more of thanksgiving after touching solid ground at the bottom. 

Two weekends ago, I was with another group of young people 
from the Eau Claire area at a Steubenville Youth Conference in 
Kenosha with about 1,500 other high school-aged Catholics from 
all over the upper Midwest. There were countless powerful expe-
riences for both us adults and the students in Mass, Adoration, 
during talks, and in Confession. After the conference, we went to 
Chicago for a day of service at the Mission of Our Lady, Queen of 
the Angels, but not before stopping at Six Flags, where I took my 
first ever roller-coaster ride. I was terrified while waiting in line 
for that first ride (a feeling that I hid masterfully from the teens), 
but once I made it through, I was hooked and rode probably an-
other 10 coasters that evening. The high schoolers noticed the 
transformation in me and realized that they may have inadvert-
ently turned their new priest into an adrenaline junkie.  

I noticed the theme of overcoming fear throughout my summer 
so far. Fear is a powerful force, and often not in a positive or 
healthy way. Fear motivates so much of what we do and don’t 
do. One of the most quoted sayings of Our Savior in the Gospels 
is, “Do not be afraid!” Why are we human beings so afraid? A 
Catholic blogger, Sam Guzman, writing about this question 
states, “I believe the answer lies in our deep awareness of our 
creatureliness and our broken communion with God.” That is, we 
are aware that we are weak and fragile (though we would not 
dare admit it to others, let alone to ourselves or teenagers!) and 
we are also aware of our sinfulness and thus our broken relation-
ship with God. God often seems far away and aloof. We worry 
that He will not forgive us, nor love us, nor accept us back. We 
often obey Him and the commandments out of fear of punish-
ment. This servile type of fear often prevents us from turning to 
God or trusting Him, and thus leads us to be afraid of so many 
other things. But, as St. Francis de Sales said, “We must fear God 
out of love, not love Him out of fear.” “Fear of the Lord” is actual-

ly one of the 7 Gifts of the Holy Spirit that we receive at Baptism 
and is strengthened by Confirmation. Servant of God, Fr. John 
Hardon, explains very well the difference between the crippling 
“servile” type of fear and the Gift of the Fear of the Lord: “The 
fear of the Lord is not servile but filial. It is based on the selfless 
love of God, whom it shrinks from offending. Whereas in servile 
fear the evil dreaded is punishment; in filial fear it is the fear of 
doing anything contrary to the will of God. The gift of fear com-
prises three principal elements: a vivid sense of God's greatness, a 
lively sorrow for the least faults committed, and a vigilant care in 
avoiding occasions of sin.” 

Fear of the Lord is a gift that comes from a knowledge that we 
are God’s children (that is, a “filial” fear). This opens us to an awe 
of God’s greatness and, therefore, gives us true sorrow for ever 
offending the Father we love so much and a eagerness to seek 
out and follow His Will. Rather than making us unconfident or 
insecure (as our other servile or human fears do), the Fear of the 
Lord fills us with confidence in God’s powerful love and care for 
us. This love and care overflows in the gift of Jesus Christ in the 
Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. As we hear in the Gospel this 
Sunday, Jesus Christ is the bread of life that came down from 
heaven. Whoever goes to Him will never hunger or thirst or be 
overcome by the fears which often paralyze us and prevent us 
from becoming the eternal and glorious adopted children that 
God wants us to be.  

May the Holy Eucharist, the bread of life, help us to overcome 
our fears and enkindle in us the Holy Spirit’s gift of the Fear of 
the Lord! 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Parish Office Closed 
Parish office will be closed August 8, 9 and 10 due to carpet re-
placement. 

Hispanic Thank You Social 
Hispanic Community invites St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s parish-
ioners as one family for snacks and chats. August 12 at noon at 
St. Mary’s Parish Hall.  In gratitude for your generous hearts. 
¡Gracias! 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a – Janet Fox and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 19 
Amount Sold .......................... $4,295.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $230.75 
Monthly Profit ........................... $434.30 

Thank you! 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, July 11, 4:00p 

Lector J Nelson 

Servers I Petersilka, T Perkins 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve J Bechly 
Ushers         W Liedl, A Tiry, 
 C Tiry, J Hayden 
 

Sunday, July 12, 11:00a 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers L Kovacevich, R Hadt 
A. Server C Thurner 
S. Server C Thurner 
Ushers D Hawker, D McNamara, 
  D Kamrowski, T Buck 
 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,754.00 
Teens/Children ............................. $2.95 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $863.14 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,620.00 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $655.00 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Fall Festival 2018 

 Country Store is looking for creative, 
crafty parishioners to add your special 
touch with artistic creations and baked 
goods. For more information, contact 
Jessica at 715-559-4733. 

 The 2018 Fall Fest raffle tickets are in! Please stop by the table 
in the Narthex to pick them up after Mass. All parishioners are 
asked to purchase or sell a minimum of 10 raffle tickets. Addi-
tional tickets will also be available after Mass or in the parish 
office during the week.  

 Save the date! The 2018 Fall Fest will take place September 
15 & 16. We hope to see you there! For more information, con-
tact Kristi Blackmon at kristiblacmon@hotmail.com.    

Family Faith Formation 

Help Wanted! The Faith Formation team is interviewing for 
these volunteer ministry positions for 2018-2019. If interested, 
contact Jacqueline at 414-698-6040 or jacquel-
ineevanhemert@gmail.com. 
Childcare Team (Infants/Toddlers). Looking for 3-4 individuals 
to care for our smallest parishioners through games, activities, 
stories and the occasional diaper change while parents attend 
classes. Needed for RCIA (every other Thursday) and/or Family 
Formation (one Wednesday a month). 
Kindergarten Teacher. One Wednesday a month, engage curi-
ous kindergartners with hands-on projects, games, stories and 
lessons as they explore our Faith! Must have scissor and glue 
skills. 
Middle School Core Team. Looking for 1-2 individuals to minis-
ter to St. Mary's 6th-8th graders during Family Formation 
monthly gatherings. Must be energetic, sensitive to the needs 
of middle scholars and actively practicing the Faith. Dad humor 
is a plus.  
Confirmation Core Team: Small Group Leader. Looking for 1 
additional team member to minister to 9th & 10th graders 
through small group and prayer as they wrestle with questions 
of faith. Must have thick skin and a heart for teens. 
RCIA Core Team: Liturgy Coordinator. Did you know that St. 
Mary's/St. Raymond's welcomes 10-12 people into the Catholic 
Faith each year? We are looking for an administratively-skilled 
liturgy coordinator to collect sacramental information and or-
ganize major and minor rites as we welcome our brothers and 
sisters Home!  

Prayer Chain 

For prayer intentions contact Janet: generalbook@charter.com 

Knights of Columbus 

St. Mary’s Guadalupe Council 12468 will meet August 
6. Officer’s meeting is at 6:30p and Council meeting is 
at 7:00p. Meeting begins at 7:00p ending at 8:00p 
with social after. Looking forward to seeing you! 
Ralph Melgard GK    

Parish Council of Catholic Women  

The PCCW will be hosting their annual ice 
cream social on August 18 and 19 after 
each Mass. They will be accepting mone-
tary donations to benefit the St. Francis 
Food Pantry. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, August 11, 6:00p 

Lector B Lesniewski 
K Pfaff, K King 

Servers B Kostka 
Ushers J Lesniewski, K Falch 
 

Sunday, August 12, 8:30a 
Lector T Smith 

 J Quirk, J Bowers, M Miller 
Servers J Campbell, M Hoff,  
  R Knolmayer 
Ushers T Lindgren, K Roberts, 
  B Severinski, D Olson 
Greeters S & T Mayer 
Counters S & T Mayer, S Barth St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 

Adults ......................................  $3,162.00 
Profession of Faith Mission ........ $685.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $3.50 
Plate ............................................ $233.60 
Capital Campaign ........................ $570.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $4,654.10 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Homebound Visits 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

Parish News 

The PCCW will be hosting the 
Parish Social next weekend on 
August 11 and 12 in apprecia-
tion of the support and volun-
teers to the PCCW efforts. If 

you are interested in learning more about  
our Parish women’s group, please stop by 
the table and talk to a member. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Fall Festival News 

2018 Fall Festival - August 24 and 26 

 Your Fall Festival Raffle tickets 
are now in the gathering space. 
Please sell them and return the 
stubs and money to the office 

or put them in the collection basket. 

 Our Festival Posters are here and ready 
to be distributed! Please take a couple to 
display at work or at some of your favor-
ite businesses! 

 Sign-up sheets to volunteer are in the 
gathering space. We will also be using 
Sign Up Genius to volunteer at the Fall 
Festival. Go to our parish website at 
www.straymond.us and click on the link! 

 We are asking for festival sponsors! 
Your donation of $150 will guarantee 
your name on our Wall of Fame, which 
will be on display for the two day event!  

 Start practicing your music and acts for 
the talent show! Sign up in the gathering 
space. 

 Remember to fill your Silent Auction 
Baskets and bring them back to Church. 

 We are in need of a co-chair. Now is the 
time to learn how the Festival runs and 
offer your time and talent to the Parish!  

 The next Fall Festival meeting will be 
Tuesday, August 7 at 7:00p. 

 If you have any questions contact   Mike  
Miller  at  715-695-2742 or at  cher-
mike@tcc.coop. 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will 
have their next meeting on 
Monday, August 13 at 7:00p. 

August Wedding Anniversaries 

If you will be celebrating 
your wedding anniversary in 
the month of August please 
sign up in the gathering 

space to receive a special blessing after 
the Masses on August 11 and 12. 

Deanery Adoration 

Adorers are needed! Come spend one 
hour with the Lord. Prayer partners are 
needed for adoration in the Benedictine 
Chapel, 322 Fulton St., Eau Claire, in the 
following time slots: Mon. 6-7a, 7-8a, 
Tues., 5-6p, Wed., 7-8a, 1-2p, 7-8p, 
Thurs., 2-3p and Fri. 11a-12p, 12-1p, 2-
3p. Contact Ann at 715-874-5794. 

Family Faith Formation 
Our summer camp this year is Cor Jesu, 
meaning Heart of Jesus in Latin. This is 
our version of Totus Tuus. Dates are Au-
gust 14-17 at St. Mary’s, for grades 6-12. 
Cost per child is $10. To register please 
contact Kristin Betlej at kbe-
tlej@regiscatholicschools.com for more 
information. 

Mass Time Change 
Sunday, August 26, Mass will be at 10:00a 
due to the Fall Festival. There will be no 
8:30a Mass that morning. 

Mass Intentions 
If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention.  Also, please include whether 
or not the individual is living or deceased. 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Holy Day of Obligation 
The feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is Wednesday, Au-
gust 15 and will be celebrated at 7:00p at 
St. Raymond’s. 

St. Raymond’s Parish Office Closed 
Due to vacations, the parish office will be 
closed August 6-10. If you need to speak 
to a Priest, please call St. Mary’s Parish 
office at 715-855-1294. 



FORMED®  The Catholic Faith. On Demand. 

Check out these featured items on FORMED - August Features 

FORMED® is an exciting new gateway to the best teaching videos, audio, and eBooks to deepen your parishioners’  
relationships with Christ and His Church. Available anytime and anywhere on most  computers and mobile devices.  

Here’s how easy it is to get FORMED:  Go to www.FORMED.org  
You should see the registration box for parishioners. Type the parish code listed below.  

Set up a username and a password.  Now you are all set to use all the great programs on 
FORMED.org anytime by simply logging in. 

 

FORMED.org/register       Enter Parish Code:  JR6NZW 
If you have any questions please contact: Marianne Callaghan at St. Raymond’s 

SUMMER READING 
TALKS FOR YOUR COMMUTE As soon as he was elected to the Papacy, Benedict 

XVI immediately challenged the relativism of our 
times that rejects God, that sees nothing as defin-
itive, and that, according to the Pope, sets as the 
ultimate yardstick the individual's own ego and 
desires alone. The Pope offers instead an oppos-
ing standard: Christ, the Son of God, the true 
man. The Pope's words are rousing and demand 
an examination of conscience. His words are 
meant for all. 

Peter Kreeft brings his unique insights to the most 
important area of our spiritual lives, prayer. He 
claims he himself is still a beginner in prayer, and 
this book is for all those, like him, who feel that 
they struggle to pray well, but desire to become 
better at it.  

Based on the Revised Standard Version—Catholic Edi-
tion, this volume leads readers through a penetrating 
study of the Gospel of Mark, using the biblical text 
itself and the Church's own guidelines for understand-
ing the Bible. Ample notes accompany each page, 
providing fresh insights and commentary by renowned 
Bible teachers Scott Hahn and Curtis Mitch. 


