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Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time | August 12, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
Sat., Aug. 11
Sun., Aug. 12

Mon., Aug. 13
Tue., Aug. 14
Wed., Aug. 15
Thu., Aug. 16

Fri., Aug. 17
Sat., Aug. 18
Sun., Aug. 19

August 11 through August 19
4:00p SM
† Tony Pope
6:00p SR
David Nowicki
8:30a SR
SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† John Seah
1:00p SM
Priest Intention
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
† Clara Goemer
5:30p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
12:00p SM
† Arthur & Valeria Bohl
7:00p SR
8:00a SR
† Mike, Gladys & Scott Kostka
11:00a
Mass at Oakwood Villa
12:00p SM
† Carol Mayer
4:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
6:00p SR
† Theresa Dimmitt
8:30a SR
† Gene Pulvermacher
11:00a SM
† Kate Barbara Gorecki
1:00p SM
Priest Intention

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to
the parish office by Sunday and inserts by
Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Becoming an Evangelizing Parish
As we continue the evangelization theme,
let’s consider the importance of making a
good first impression. It may not be the
very purpose of our existence, but as the
Head & Shoulders commercials of my
childhood in the 1980s put it, “You never
get a second chance to make a good impression.”
Lest I mislead you, let’s first be clear on
the most important point. When it comes to attracting others to
Jesus and His Church, there is no substitute for personal holiness.
Holy people can’t help but bear fruit in the lives of those around
them. Holiness can’t be faked (though many of us have tried). As
Jesus reminds us, unless we are living branches drawing sap
steadily from the vine, we will never bear lasting fruit. We will
busy ourselves with many things and forget the one thing necessary.
Nonetheless, the more that we fall in love with the Lord and the
more that we grow in our eagerness to attract others to Him, we
also will take very seriously any and all changes that will help our
groups and our parishes be more effective. Making a positive and
effective first impression is one of those things that we should
take seriously.
Think of a young man who falls in love and desires to win the
heart of a woman. He wants to make a good impression on her.
He might try to be fake or to pretend. That may work with some
women, but won’t last very long. He might say, “Hey, if you can’t
love me at my worst then you don’t deserve me at my best.”
Probably not going to work though. If he’s more superficial, he
may depend on catching her attention with his possessions or
status or physique. But assuming that this is a good-hearted man
trying to attract a good-hearted woman, it will more likely be a
matter of highlighting his attractive qualities while being his true
self. Unless he’s a narcissist, he won’t just take it for granted that
every woman is going to swoon over him. He understands the
need to win over her heart, perhaps gradually. He may discover
that he needs to make changes to some of his habits. If winning
her heart matters enough to him, he will gladly make those
changes.
We also are all aware of good guys who never get the girl. They
get overlooked, even when they are (in fact) what the girl really
wants. The Catholic Church has amazing beauty and truth that
can easily get overlooked. So we should perhaps be more proactive in making a reasonable effort to leave a positive first impression.
That means putting ourselves in the shoes of new arrivals. What
do their five senses experience? What do they notice first? What
are they feeling? What are they likely to be looking for? Will they
find it? Will they give up on the search?
Let’s start with something so simple as entering the church. Just
this last week at St. Mary’s, Fr. Mark Miller dropped in to visit Fr.
Sedlacek. He did what so many guests do – he went to the front
and center doors and tried to open them. They were locked. He
called Fr. Sedlacek saying, “I can’t get in.” It turns out that the

office was open. The doors closest to the office were unlocked.
But there is nothing in the parking lot or the entryways to tell a
first-time visitor where the main entrance is. I found myself
thinking, if a priest gave up on finding his way in, how many
times has this happened to a fear-filled soul who timidly approaches our church, searching for God’s love? God alone knows.
For many years at St Raymond’s we had a similar situation. Longtime parishioners have a habit of entering through the carport,
whereas first-time visitors are almost 100% certain to walk past
the fountain and go through the main entrance. The architecture
begs you to. We used to have a small note on the door telling
visitors whom they could call if they wanted to get in. But we
only posted it on the carport doors, not on the main doors.
The next question is whether the visitor will find what he is looking for. Last month I mentioned the young lady who was eager to
become Catholic – but she couldn’t find any information and no
one seemed to notice that she was looking for it. Just today I met
with a gentlemen who recently joined St. Raymond’s. He had
been dropping in periodically and enjoyed his experience. He
wanted to join the parish. He wasn’t sure how. He spent a good
bit of time probing around the gathering space and the bulletin,
and still wasn’t sure how. Eventually, he called the parish office
and left a message. Eventually it led to a great conversation with
me. Again it makes me wonder, how many others have had a
similar interest, only they gave up on it after a few minutes. We
never got a second chance.
That is why we had a parish retreat, and why I continue to invite
individuals and groups to think and pray together on how we can
become an evangelizing parish. Part of that conversation is as
simple as attractive and presentable building and grounds, clear
and elegant signage, and a user-friendly layout of our gathering
space – especially with first-time visitors in mind. Let’s keep
those conversations going!

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Holy Day of Obligation
The feast of the Assumption Of The Blessed Virgin Mary is
Wednesday, August 15th and will be celebrated at Immaculate
Conception Parish at 7:00a, St. Mary’s Parish at 12:00p and St.
Raymond’s Parish at 7:00p.

Help Wanted! The Faith Formation team is interviewing for
these volunteer ministry positions for 2018-2019. If interested,
contact
Jacqueline
at
414-698-6040
or
jacquelineevanhemert@gmail.com.
Childcare Team (Infants/Toddlers). Looking for 3-4 individuals
to care for our smallest parishioners through games, activities,
stories and the occasional diaper change while parents attend
classes. Needed for RCIA (every other Thursday) and/or Family
Formation (one Wednesday a month).
Kindergarten Teacher. One Wednesday a month, engage curious kindergartners with hands-on projects, games, stories and
lessons as they explore our Faith! Must have scissor and glue
skills.
Middle School Core Team. Looking for 1-2 individuals to minister to St. Mary's 6th-8th graders during Family Formation
monthly gatherings. Must be energetic, sensitive to the needs
of middle scholars and actively practicing the Faith. Dad humor
is a plus.
Confirmation Core Team: Small Group Leader. Looking for 1
additional team member to minister to 9th & 10th graders
through small group and prayer as they wrestle with questions
of faith. Must have thick skin and a heart for teens.
RCIA Core Team: Liturgy Coordinator. Did you know that St.
Mary's/St. Raymond's welcomes 10-12 people into the Catholic
Faith each year? We are looking for an administratively-skilled
liturgy coordinator to collect sacramental information and organize major and minor rites as we welcome our brothers and
sisters Home!

Parish Council of Catholic Women
The PCCW will be hosting their annual ice cream social
on August 18 and 19 after each Mass. They will be accepting monetary donations to benefit the St. Francis
Food Pantry.

Fall Festival 2018
 Country Store is looking for creative,
crafty parishioners to add your special
touch with artistic creations and baked
goods. For more information, contact
Jessica at 715-559-4733.
 The 2018 Fall Fest raffle tickets are in! Please stop by the table
in the Narthex to pick them up after Mass. All parishioners are
asked to purchase or sell a minimum of 10 raffle tickets. Additional tickets will also be available after Mass or in the parish
office during the week.
 Save the date! The 2018 Fall Fest will take place September
15 & 16. We hope to see you there! For more information, contact Kristi Blackmon at kristiblacmon@hotmail.com.

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, birth/due date, request a meal, or to volunteer,
contact Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain,
please email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.com or call
715-529-1587.

Parish Smartphone App
Download myparish app for prayers and updated Catholic news.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Office

715-855-1294, x 100

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Stewardship numbers for the weekend of
August 4 and 5 will be in next weekend’s
bulletin. Thank you.

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p - Jodi Nelson and volunteer
11:00a - Volunteer and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Scrip information for the weekend of
August 4 and 5 will be in next week’s
bulletin. Thank you.

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, August 18, 4:00p
Lector

J Spalding

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

Z Niedzwiecki, R Semerad
M Nuesse
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, R Verdegan,
M Kloss, P Connell

Sunday, August 19, 11:00a
Lector

F Chukwudelunzu

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

J Rubenzer, A Rosener
N Mullenberg
J Mullenberg
R Smeltzer, R Mullenberg,
R Stephenson, T Buck

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Fall Festival News

Family Faith Formation
Our summer camp this year is Cor Jesu,
meaning Heart of Jesus in Latin. This is
our version of Totus Tuus. Dates are August 14-17 at St. Mary’s, for grades 6-12.
Cost per child is $10. To register please
contact
Kristin
Betlej
at
kbetlej@regiscatholicschools.com for more
information.
Mass Time Change
Sunday, August 26, Mass will be at 10:00a
due to the Fall Festival. There will be no
8:30a Mass that morning.
Mass Intentions
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 stipend for each
intention. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.
Holy Day of Obligation
The feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary is Wednesday, August 15 and will be celebrated at 7:00p at
St. Raymond’s.
Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400. Needed: a
signed rental agreement, proof of liability
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3
months in advance. Rental is available to
parish members only.

2018 Fall Festival - August 24 and 26
 Our Festival Posters are here
and ready to be distributed!
Please take a couple to display
at work or at some of your favorite businesses!
 We are asking for festival sponsors!
Your donation of $150 will guarantee
your name on our Wall of Fame, which
will be on display for the two day event!
 If you have any questions contact Mike
Miller at 715-695-2742 or at chermike@tcc.coop.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, August 18, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

P Uhlig
K King, J Quirk
D Messerschmidt
C King, P Quirk

Sunday, August 19, 8:30a
Lector

Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

T Fischer
L Hinrich, C Kostka,
M Callaghan
E, I, J Frank
T Lindgren, D Olson,
K Roberts, B Severinski
C & D Fiser
D & E Walker, M Burmesch

Advertiser of the Week

Youth Encounter
All teens and young adults are invited to
Youth Encounter, a night of intense prayer, worship and Eucharistic Adoration in
the Chippewa Valley.
Experience Jesus in a powerful way
through worship music, meditation, a
special message from Bishop Callahan or
one of the Deans, Reconciliation, and
focused Adoration in front of the Blessed
Sacrament.
Saturday, August 25 at 7pm at St. Olaf’s
in Eau Claire. Free admission, open to all
parishes, followed by one-on-one prayer,
social and snacks! Part of the Diocese of
Lacrosse Sesquicentennial (150 year) Celebration.

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus will
have their next meeting on
Monday, August 13 at 7:00p.

St. Anthony Statue
The St. Anthony statue, that was originally part of the Holy Guardian Angels Parish
Church, has been recently restored by
Bob Grzyb’s wife, Bernadine. Several parishioners have asked to have this statue
displayed permanently. Please help us
decide how we should best preserve this
historic piece from one of our past parishes by filling out a survey. The statue is
on display in the gathering space.

Diocese Sesquicentennial
Bishop Callahan will celebrate the regularly scheduled parish Mass at Sacred
Heart Parish in Eau Claire on Saturday,
August 25 as part of the Eau Claire Deanery’s celebration of the Diocese of La
Crosse
All are welcome.

Deanery Adoration
Adorers are needed! Come spend one
hour with the Lord in the Benedictine
Chapel, 322 Fulton St., Eau Claire. Adoration Hours - Monday - Friday from 6am9pm (8am-4:30pm no security card required) To sign up to be an adorer or to
receive a security card, contact Ann at
715-874-5794.

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who
is homebound and would like
Holy Communion brought to
them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or call Diane Walker at 715286-5171.

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Stewardship numbers for the weekend of
August 4 and 5 will be in next weekend’s
bulletin. Thank you.

Reflection on the Assumption of the Blessed Mother
By: Marianne Callaghan
A couple weeks ago, the Gospel reading was that beautiful
passage that gives hope and
comfort to all, “Take my
yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am meek and
humble of heart; and you will
find
rest
for
yourselves” (Matthew 11:29). Fr.
Sedlacek gave an inspired
homily at Mass that day
about meekness. To be meek
means to be gentle and mild,
compliant and patient. He
challenged us to think of
someone who is meek. I
knew it certainly wasn’t me
because meekness is something I have prayed for, for
myself, many times and it doesn’t seem to have
“stuck” yet. Ultimately, my thoughts directed me to
the Blessed Mother.
We don’t know a whole lot about Mary from the Bible, but what we do know is she was remarkably
humble. When the Angel Gabriel appeared to her to
tell her she would be the Mother of God, she responded by exalting God’s greatness and proclaiming
her lowliness, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the
Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
looked with favor on his humble servant” (Lk. 1:4655). When the shepherds arrived at the manger and
told Mary that angels proclaimed the birth of the
Messiah and lead them to Him, Mary “treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart” (Lk.
2:19). Mary had a similar response when she and Joseph found Jesus in the Temple, after He had been
missing for a few days. Jesus responded that they had

to have known that He would
be in His Father’s house.
Again, Mary “treasured all
these things in her heart” (Lk.
2:51b). Mary responded, not
frenzied or with questions,
but with praise and quiet reflection.

On August 15th we will celebrate the Assumption of the
Blessed Mother. We recall
Mary being taken, body and
soul, into Heaven at the end
of her earthly life, a distinction reserved entirely for her.
Just to be clear, Christ ascended to Heaven. He was
able, by His own power, to go
body and soul to Heaven. The Blessed Mother was
powerless to raise herself to Heaven, so she was assumed into Heaven. She was fully human, just like us.
The Assumption of the Blessed Mother is a holy day of
obligation, one of the seven days set aside by the
Church that we are to attend Mass, in addition of
course, to our usual Sunday obligation. They are The
Solemnity of Mary (Jan. 1st), Easter, the Ascension (40
days after Easter), the Assumption (Aug. 15th), All
Saints’ Day (Nov. 1st), the Immaculate Conception
(Dec. 8th), and Christmas. Three of those holy days
(three!) are dedicated to the Blessed Mother. Think
about that. Mary, the perfect example of humility
and lowliness, has three days set aside by the Church
for us to honor and adore her. Just as we honor Mary
as Queen of Heaven, we honor her as a lowly handmaid. Makes me think her Son really knew what He
was talking about when He said, “the first will be last,
and the last will be first.”

Photo Above: Taken in Marianne’s Garden
Marianne Callaghan is the Director of Religious Education at St. Raymond’s

