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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND

OF PEÑAFORT

Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time | August 19, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
Sat., Aug. 18
Sun., Aug. 19

Mon., Aug. 20
Tue., Aug. 21
Wed., Aug. 22
Thu., Aug. 23
Fri., Aug. 24
Sat., Aug. 25
Sun., Aug. 26

August 18 through August 26
4:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
6:00p SR
† Theresa Dimmitt
8:30a SR
† Gene Pulvermacher
11:00a SM
† Kate Barbara Gorecki
1:00p SM
Priest Intention
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
† Joseph Marter
8:00a SM
† Roderick Campbell
8:00a SR
† Gertrude Dekan
4:00p
Mass at Grace Edgewood
9:00a SM
Sharon Stearns
4:00p SM
† John Gerseth
6:00p SR
† Coyne Callaghan
10:00a SR
† Mary Rita King
11:00a SM
Matthew Monson
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to
the parish office by Sunday and inserts by
Tuesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715-514-5113
FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Becoming an Evangelizing Parish
Have you ever read the Acts of the Apostles? It’s one of my favorite books of the
Bible. I even remember being captivated
by it as an altar server back when I was
about 10 years old. It was Easter week,
and I was scheduled to serve the 7 a.m.
daily Mass every morning that week. The
church was under renovation, so the daily
Masses were held in the music classroom
of the school.
I was far from pious at the time. We prayed before meals and
went to Sunday Mass – and most of that time I spent daydreaming. But that particular Easter week, during the Liturgy of the
Word, I was captivated.
From Monday through Friday of the Easter Octave, the 1 st Readings from Acts recount stories of the explosive growth of the
Church in the wake of Pentecost. The once timid Peter and other
Apostles are now transformed into bold witnesses of the Resurrection. They bear the simple message of Christ having died and
risen. They call thousands of men and women to conversion. Miracles accompany their fiery preaching, along with transformed
hearts. The Church forms around apostolic teaching, fellowship,
the Eucharist, and regular communal prayer (Acts 2:42).
At the beginning of the week, I must admit, this 10-year-old boy
was not at all looking forward to getting up at 6 a.m., riding my
bicycle across town in the dark, and “going to church” for five
days in a row! But I remember feeling an excitement in my heart
listening to those stories. I remember feeling disappointed on
that Friday, wishing I could hear the rest of the story (for some
reason it did not dawn on me that I could go home and pick up
my Bible). My life went on, and I thought little of it until God
started working in my heart in my high school years.

The stories in Acts still captivate me. We so need that same fire
of the Holy Spirit to work in our midst today, stirring up in each of
us our baptismal gifts so that we can become vibrant communities of Faith that grow and multiply.
I am convinced that we are once again living in apostolic times.
Like the Church in those early days, we are encountering more
and more open hostility from the broader culture, government
leaders, other powerful men, and from within the Church itself.
Like the early Church, we live amidst a pagan culture that hungers and thirsts for the liberating Good News of Jesus Christ and
his Paschal victory.

Unlike the early Church, we Catholics still have a tendency to
view “the Church” as the ordained leaders only. That deeply impoverishes the vibrancy of the Church, which is made up of all
the baptized! Certainly, the apostles played a unique role of
preaching and teaching and shepherding – a threefold mission
which they passed on through the generations when they imposed hands on other chosen men like Silas and Barnabas, Timothy and Titus. Holy Orders is a sacrament and a gift to the whole
Church. However, all the baptized are called to be truly holy. And
we are all given special gifts that are meant to be shared for the
building up of the Body of Christ in holiness and love. Like the

early Apostles, we priests are stretched among multiple locations
and duties. Why should that stop the Holy Spirit from building up
the Church any more than it did back then? Every member has a
unique role to play, and God is truly in charge.
We become personally holy through the sevenfold gifts of the
Holy Spirit – wisdom, understanding, knowledge, counsel, fortitude, piety, and fear of the Lord. When we yield to God’s action,
we literally become possessed by the Holy Spirit. In those 7 gifts,
God becomes the primary agent in our lives; we merely “cooperate” as his will is accomplished.
But God is not just interested in personal holiness. He never
saves us as isolated individuals. He also stirs up diverse charisms
– particular gifts that are meant for the building up of the Church
in love. The word “charism” implies an anointing (just as “Christ”
means “anointed one”). We tend to think of charisms as something more flashy, such as speaking in tongues or working a miracle. God does those things. But the main role of a charism is to
build up the Body in love. So often, anointed souls are led by the
Holy Spirit to operate in such simple yet amazing ways: attentive
hospitality that notices just the right need at just the right time;
speaking words of true comfort just when someone most needs
to hear them; a knack for putting complex Faith concepts into
simple terms; powerful intercessory prayer that changes hearts;
knowing when and how to challenge someone to conversion; etc.
I have met some very simple souls over the years (non-ordained)
who preach and teach far more effectively than I could ever hope
to. They cannot and should not preach in the Mass, but we absolutely need their preaching out in the world!
The Church is borne from the Upper Room. In the Upper Room,
Jesus gives us the priesthood and the Eucharist. In the Upper
Room, He also gives us Divine Mercy to heal our hearts. In the
Upper Room, we join with the Virgin Mother in praying for the
coming of the Holy Spirit. In the Upper Room, we are anointed by
the Holy Spirit with Pentecostal fire. We need that anointing today. Come Holy Spirit!

Saint Mary’s Parish
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Family Faith Formation

Hispanic Social
¡Gracias! To all that came to Sunday’s Social, it was much fun.

Save the Dates! Parents visit www.stmarysaltoona.com to subscribe to the Faith Formation Google Calendar.
NOW: Online Registration open for Family Faith Formation (K8 and parents).
August 29: Confirmation Meeting (parents only) at 6:30pm.
September 19: Family Faith Formation kickoff, 6:15-7:30pm.
September 20: RCIA kickoff at 6:30pm.
September 26: Confirmation Student kickoff at 6:30pm at
Regis High School.
October 3: First Family Faith Formation Gathering from 6:157:30pm, meal at 5:30pm.
* Teens and young adults, join us for an intense night of worship, message and Adoration during Youth Encounter, August
25th at 7pm at St. Olaf’s. Free admission and open to all Eau
Claire/Chippewa Falls parishes. Pizza and prayer to follow!

Fall Festival 2018
The Fall Fest kick-off was a success! Congratulations to Becky
Alexander for winning the “Guess How Many” candy jar. A BIG
THANK YOU! To those of you who have already signed up to
volunteer or make donations to the Silent Auction; we appreciate your commitment.
The Fall Fest Committee is looking for larger-ticket items that
can be used in the Silent Auction. Examples include: vacation
rentals, tickets to a professional sports game, lawn/snow equipment (mower, ATV, etc.), products or services from your business, TVs and other electronics, or monetary donations to purchase big tickets items. Please contact Toni Buck: 952-463-6189.
Please consider contributing to the success of the Fall Fest by:
 Picking up and selling your raffle tickets
 Signing up to volunteer at http://signup.com/go/Mrqkcrn,
on the parish website, or on the sheets in the Narthex
 Donating to the Silent Auction, Country Store and Cake
Walk
 Donating any size, name-brand soda bottles
 Donating pumpkins, mums and corns stalks for decorations
 Praying for the success of our Fall Fest
Contact Kristi Blackmon: kristiblackmon@hotmail.com.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Aug. 4 & 5
Adults .....................................$7,098.00
Teens/Children .............................$9.05
Offertory (Plate) ........................$892.39
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $7,999.00
Capital Campaign ..................$1,992.33

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults..................................... $4,911.00
Teens/Children ............................. $7.05
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $947.76
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,866.00
Capital Campaign ..................... $490.00
Aug. 4 & 5 Scrip Information
Number of Orders .............................. 18
Amount Sold ..........................$4,965.00
Profit (approximately) .............. $251.93
Monthly Profit........................... $251.93

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer
11:00a – Volunteer and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders .............................. 16
Amount Sold ..........................$5,615.00
Profit (approximately) ..............$341.15
Monthly Profit...........................$593.08
Thank you!

More Than Just A Social
The Garcia Ocotl Family (Rosalina, Wilfrido
{parents}, Christian and Kevin {brothers})
wanted to express their gratitude for all the
warm hearts, donations and infinite prayers. A humble Sunday Social gathering with
beautiful parishioners was what we had in
mind. Then came more! People simply
wanting to spend time with us. Hearing the
words “Thank you for sharing your daughter
with us!” reassured comfort through tough
moments. We were able to spend more time with Anayeli
thanks to all of those who offered donations and prayers. We
are so grateful.

God Bless You!

September 15 & 16

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Office

715-855-1294, x 100

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, August 25, 4:00p
Lector

M Hanson

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

A Leis, M Wanke
D Wogernese
R Wanke
W Liedl, M Kloss,
J Hayden, P Connell

Sunday, August 26, 11:00a
Lector

N Hurlburt

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

B Smiskey, R Hadt
J Mullenberg
N Mullenberg
R Stephenson, R Mullenberg,
D McNamara, D Hawker
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Fall Festival News

Diocese Sesquicentennial

Family Faith Formation
K-10 parents: Registration for Family
Formation and Confirmation will be on
Sunday, September 16th and Sunday,
September 23rd after Mass. Be sure to
stop in the Family Formation office and
get your family signed up!
Confirmation students: September 26th
is our Youth Ministry kick-off for all high
schoolers. Confirmation students are
required to attend. It will be at 7pm
Regis High School. Check-in begins at
6pm. Be sure to save the date!
All families in the parish: start thinking
about joining other families in the parish
and area in the Hike for the Homeless on
Saturday, September 29th at Phoenix
Park. It would be fun to get a great team
together from St. Raymond's! For more
information, contact Marianne at macallaghan115@gmail.com or 715-835-8840.
Mass Time Change
Sunday, August 26, Mass will be at 10:00a
due to the Fall Festival. There will be no
8:30a Mass that morning. Please invite
your family and friends to attend Mass
with you and stay for our new Charcoal
Chicken dinner menu!
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.

2018 Fall Festival - August 24 and 26
 Our Festival is next weekend!
Help out in any way you can.
Invite family and friends to
attend and fill in any open volunteer spots on the sign up sheets.
 We are asking for festival sponsors!
Your donation of $150 will guarantee
your name on our Wall of Fame, which
will be on display for the two day event!
 If you have any questions contact Mike
Miller at 715-695-2742 or at chermike@tcc.coop.

Bishop Callahan will celebrate
the regularly scheduled parish
Mass at Sacred Heart Parish in
Eau Claire on Saturday, August 25 as part of the Eau Claire Deanery’s celebration of the Diocese of La
Crosse
All are welcome!

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, August 25, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

T Smith
K Pfaff, K Falch
J Campbell
M Rockow, T Starks

Sunday, August 26, 10:00a
Lector
Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

J Ceranski

B Severinski, D Olson,
J Krupka, P Quirk
P Gentry, M Miller
P & S Barth, M Burmesch

Advertiser of the Week

Youth Encounter
All teens and young adults are invited to
Youth Encounter, a night of intense prayer, worship and Eucharistic Adoration in
the Chippewa Valley.
Experience Jesus in a powerful way
through worship music, meditation, a
special message from Bishop Callahan or
one of the Deans, Reconciliation, and
focused Adoration in front of the Blessed
Sacrament.
Saturday, August 25 at 7pm at St. Olaf’s
in Eau Claire. Free admission, open to all
parishes, followed by one-on-one prayer,
social and snacks! Part of the Diocese of
LaCrosse Sesquicentennial (150 year)
Celebration.

Deanery Adoration
Adorers are needed! Come spend one
hour with the Lord in the Benedictine
Chapel, 322 Fulton St., Eau Claire. Adoration Hours - Monday - Friday from 6am9pm (8am-4:30pm no security card required) To sign up to be an adorer or to
receive a security card, contact Ann at
715-874-5794.

Knights of Columbus - Wausau
The Knights of Columbus is
seeking a Field Agent for a career opportunity representing
their insurance program. We
offer a complete benefits package with
this full-time position. In order to qualify,
one must be eligible for membership in
the Knights of Columbus. For more information, please contact, Ludger J. Borger,
General Agent, at 715-551-0228 or Ludger.Borger@Kofc.org.

Prayer Chain

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper

Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or call Diane Walker at 715286-5171.

Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Aug. 4 & 5
Adults...................................... $2,785.00
Profession of Faith Mission .......... $70.00
Youth Envelopes ............................. $2.35
Plate ............................................ $184.50
Capital Campaign ................... $10,000.00
Total Envelope and Plate ..... $13,041.85

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults...................................... $3,400.00
Profession of Faith Mission ........ $165.00
Plate ............................................ $343.60
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,926.67
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $5,835.27

Meet Staff Member: Carmen Aidé Nuñez, Bilingual Secretary Assistant
Hi I am Carmen Aidé
Nuñez and I recently
became the Bilingual
Secretary Assistant at
St. Mary’s Parish.
It has been a great
joy and blessing to be
able to help out our
growing
Hispanic
Community.
I have been a member of St. Mary’s Parish
since 2003 when Father Wilger, God bless his
soul, would cut his nap time short to celebrate
Spanish Mass for 3 Hispanic families. It has
been exhilarating to be a witness from day
one, to how much this community has grown.
I always love to tell this story, Father Wilger
would call me every Spanish female name, except mine, to get my attention to help him
translate when people came up to him with
questions. The only thing I didn’t do was go in
the confessional to translate. That would’ve
been another story to tell.
Let me give you a little background on me. I

grew up in Southern California in a vastly bilingual city. My parents, who also belong to St.
Mary’s parish, migrated to California in the
60’s. Thanks to them I was able to continue
with my Spanish language and with a lot of
cultural traditions, which I hope to pass down
to my 3 sons.

My husband Luis and I met and married in California in 1998 and in 2003 we decided to venture into a business and move to Eau
Claire. We have 3 sons Luis Enrique 18, Fabian 15 and Sebastian 12. My boys are very active in the St. Mary’s Spanish Mass, ranging
from Altar boys to ushers. They enjoy helping
serve food in the Fall Fest Mexican dinner
night. So feel free to say hi to them next
month.
As a family we enjoy movies, watching sports
and summer “carne asadas” which is cookouts. We take pride in helping and being a
part of St Mary’s family.
Please feel free to stop by the parish office to
say Hi. I would love to meet those I have not
met. God bless!!

