St. Mary
1812 Lynn Avenue
Altoona, WI 54720
715-855-1294
www.stmarys-altoona.com

St. Raymond of Peñafort
E10455 Mallard Road
Fall Creek, WI 54742
715-877-3400
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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND

OF PEÑAFORT

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time | August 26, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
Sat., Aug. 25
Sun., Aug. 26

Mon., Aug. 27
Tue., Aug. 28
Wed., Aug. 29
Thu., Aug. 30
Fri., Aug. 31
Sat., Sept. 1

Sun., Sept. 2

August 25 through September 2
4:00p SM
† John Gerseth
6:00p SR
† Coyne Callaghan
10:00a SR
† Mary Rita King
11:00a SM
Matthew Monson
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
† Charles King
8:00a SM
† Isabelle & Edward Campbell
8:00a SR
Peter & Mary Gallick
9:00a SM
† Albert Schultheiss
9:00a SM
† Peter Aumann
4:00p SM
† Jan Loftsgaarden
6:00p SR
† Gene Pulvermacher
8:30a SR
† Al & Lucille Guns
11:00a SM
† Zize Sabani
1:00p SM
† SM & SR Parishioners

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to
the parish office by Sunday and inserts by
Tuesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715-514-5113
FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Becoming an Evangelizing Parish
Last week I reflected on the Acts of the
Apostles, and how the unfolding story of
the early Church gripped my mind and
heart even as a 10-year old child.
It wasn’t a fairytale story. It includes factions, rivalries, conflicts, and betrayals. It
definitely includes persecution, suffering,
and even martyrdom. Guided by the Holy
Spirit, the early Church struggles through some serious challenges and keeps growing and spreading.
We live once again in apostolic times. The culture around us has
embraced hedonistic attitudes and practices very much like those
of the Greeks and Romans during their years of decline. There is
a diminished commitment to marriage, family life, and civic duty
and an increasing pursuit of fantasy escapes and self-indulgent
pleasures. There are many who experience the great emptiness
of it all and are ripe for conversion. Every month I meet everyday
people who do not yet have a deep personal relationship with
Jesus Christ. But I sense in them a profound, even painful spiritual thirst. I do what I can to help them begin to find what they are
thirsting for, and in so doing to thirst even more. But I am only
one man. Collectively, our two parishes have more than 2,000
people. We can all be instruments of the Holy Spirit in our own
ways.
In Acts of the Apostles, we see all sorts of members of the Church
transformed by the Holy Spirit, and each playing their part – not
just the Apostles themselves, but the lay faithful as well. Indeed,
the twelve Apostles themselves were shockingly human – not
well educated, not particularly holy (not at first anyway), not always faithful. In writing his account, Luke doesn’t bury any of the
ugliness or pettiness or sinfulness. It is all part of the story. Overall, it is a beautiful story, in which Holy Spirit is the star protagonist. Little by little, God’s Spirit transforms weak human nature
until his glory shines through.
We need the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. Obviously (if
we follow the news the last couple of weeks) we need the Holy
Spirit to transform the hearts of us priests and bishops, some of
whom have betrayed God’s people in heinous and inexcusable
ways. I hope and pray for ongoing purification and reform at every level of God’s Church.
But let us remember that purification and renewal always begin
at home – in the domestic Church (marriage and family life), in
our parishes, and in our own personal lives. It is easy to be angry
and point the finger at “those people” (whether political leaders,
Church leaders, or other people we might not care for). It is a
much more scary thing to be like Saint Francis of Assisi and answer God’s call to “rebuild my Church, for it is falling into ruins.”
We see plenty of decay and decline much closer to home –
where we can actually do something. Let’s start there and then
we’ll be in a much better position to change and reform the
broader Church.
To be renewed, we need to return to the Cenacle (the “Upper

Room”), where so many beautiful things happened in the Gospels and Acts. In the Cenacle, Jesus gathered his Apostles and
made them his first priests and bishops. In the Cenacle he humbly washed their feet and commanded them to serve others rather than seek power for themselves. In the Cenacle he gave the
Eucharist and the commandment that we are to keep on celebrating it in memory of him, and to abide in his presence. In the
Cenacle he appeared on Easter Sunday and gave his Paschal gift
of peace, forgiving the betrayal of those men who left him alone
to die. In the Cenacle he commanded those same Apostles to go
out and forgive sins by the power of the Holy Spirit. In the Cenacle, the fledgling Church gathered together with the Virgin Mary
and prayed intensely for nine days following the Ascension. In
the Cenacle God answered their prayer by pouring the Holy Spirit
upon them and all gathered that day in Jerusalem. The Church is
born and renewed from the Cenacle.
For too long, we have visualized “the Church” in terms of an institution, bricks and mortar, men wearing vestments and pointy
hats. “The Church” is not primarily a building. Our various parish
buildings remind us of the Heavenly Temple that is Christ’s Body,
whose members we are. “The Church” is not merely made up of
bishops and priests. Priests are chosen and called from among
the Church to serve the rest of the Body – so that the whole Body
can be transformed and made fully alive by the Holy Spirit.
It is time for that Body to become fully alive once again – as it
was in the days following Pentecost. When we die to ourselves
and truly give God permission to change our hearts, the Holy
Spirit can possess us, transform us, and do his powerful work of
renewal at every level of parish life, at every level of the whole
Body of Christ. It begins with a free and wholehearted “Yes!” on
each of our parts, and a willingness to be healed, cleansed, transformed, and renewed. The Holy Spirit will change us if we ask. It
will always involve dying to certain things that are dear to us. It
will always involve new and superabundant life in ways we could
never have imagined. It will lead to a rich and vibrant symphony
and chorus that only God can arrange, with each member playing
his or her part. Come Holy Spirit!

Sacraments
Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their infants at least two months prior to the anticipated date of
baptism. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more information, to download forms, and to
see upcoming baptismal class dates.
Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebration of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
time of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the anticipated date of marriage.
Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of time should receive the
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish offices to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Fall Festival
Sunday, September 16, due to Fall Festival we will celebrate a Bilingual Mass at 11am. Hope to see you!
Domingo, 16 de septiembre, debido al Festival de Otoño se celebrará una Misa Bi-lingüe a las 11am. ¡Esperamos verlos!

Parents make your life easier and visit www.stmarysaltoons.com to subscribe to the Faith Formation Google calendar.
Confirmation: This Wednesday, August 29th at 6:30pm, parents of 9th & 10th graders are asked to attend a Parent Info
Meeting at St. Mary’s.
Middle Schoolers + Parents: Watch for info on a special deanery-wide EDGE group just for 6th, 7th & 8th grade! Twice a
month, each engaging night will include snacks, games, teaching, small groups and prayer. Stay tuned!
Family Faith Formation: Parents and K-8th graders, grab your
jersey and gear up for the Family Faith Formation season kickoff
on September 19th from 6:15-7:30pm! Enjoy stadium-style concessions, find your class coach, participate in “drills” (aka scavenger hunt) and take home your first game plan (homework)!
You do not need to be registered to attend the kickoff. Registration info will be available onsite.
RCIA: Our first class begins Thursday, September 20th from
6:30-8:30pm at St. Mary’s! Open to anyone curious to learn
more about Catholicism or interested in becoming Catholic.

Fall Festival 2018
Fall Fest will be Sept. 15 & 16. The Fall Fest Committee is looking for larger-ticket items that can be used in the Silent Auction.
Examples include: vacation rentals, tickets to a professional
sports game, lawn/snow equipment, products or services from
your business. Contact Toni Buck: 952-463-6189. Country Store
is looking for crafts, jewelry, jams, jellies and baked goods. Contact Jessica at 715-599-4733.
Please consider contributing to the success of the Fall Fest by:
 Picking up and selling your raffle tickets
 Signing up to volunteer at http://signup.com/go/Mrqkcrn,
on the parish website, or on the sheets in the Narthex
 Donating to the Silent Auction, Country Store and Cake
Walk
 Spread the word to family & friends about Fall Fest.
 Donating any size, name-brand soda bottles
 Donating pumpkins, mums and corns stalks for decorations
 Praying for the success of our Fall Fest
Contact Kristi Blackmon: kristiblackmon@hotmail.com.

The 10th Hispanic Pilgrimage
The 10th Annual Hispanic Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe will be held September 8th from 10:00am-3:30pm.
Including the Rosary, las Mañanitas, traditional dances, lunch,
Confessions and Holy Mass. Come and pray with our Mother!

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intention to the
prayer chain, please email Janet Fox at
generalbook@charter.com or call 715529-1587.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$4,314.00
Holy Day .................................$1,325.00
Teens/Children .............................$6.15
Offertory (Plate) .....................$1,659.60
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $7,304.75

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – Mark Willer and volunteer
11:00a – Janet Fox and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders .............................. 23
Amount Sold ..........................$7,005.00
Profit (approximately) ..............$378.01
Monthly Profit...........................$971.09
Thank you!

Parish Council of Catholic Women
Thank you! To everyone who made the PCCW Ice
Cream Social a success. It was so nice to see people enjoying themselves and visiting with fellow parishioners.
$438.75 was collected for the St. Francis Food Pantry.

Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus meeting has been changed due to
Labor Day weekend. Meeting for September is being
held on Monday, September 10th.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Office

715-855-1294, x 100

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, September 01, 4:00p
Lector

D Wogernese

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

T Perkins, Z Niedzwiecki
M Niedzwiecki
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, R Verdegan,
J Hayden

Sunday, September 02, 11:00a
Lector

N Hurlburt

Servers
R Semerad, S Black
A. Server J Fox
S. Server J Fox
Ushers
D McNamara, R Stephenson,
F Chukwudelunzu, D Kamrowski

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News
Family Faith Formation
K-10 parents: Registration for Family
Formation and Confirmation will be on
Sunday, September 16th and Sunday,
September 23rd after Mass. Be sure to
stop in the Family Formation office and
get your family signed up!
Confirmation students: September 26th
is our Youth Ministry kick-off for all high
schoolers. Confirmation students are
required to attend. It will be at 7pm
Regis High School. Check-in begins at
6pm. Be sure to save the date!
All families in the parish: start thinking
about joining other families in the parish
and area in the Hike for the Homeless on
Saturday, September 29th at Phoenix
Park. It would be fun to get a great team
together from St. Raymond's! For more
information, contact Marianne at macallaghan115@gmail.com or 715-835-8840.

Knights of Columbus
If you will be celebrating
your wedding anniversary in
the month of September,
please sign up in the gathering space to receive a special blessing
after the Masses on September 8 & 9.

From the Diocese

Mass Intentions
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 stipend for each
intention. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.

Marriage Retreat October 19-21
A Marriage Encounter weekend experience is being offered in Marathon, WI on
October 19-21 at the beautiful St. Anthony Spirituality Center. For more information go to www.wwme.org/media.
Men of the Cross Conference
The 4th Annual Men of the Cross Conference is slated for October 27 at Logan
Middle School in La Crosse. Registration is
now open. For more information and to
register go to menofthecross.org.
Rural Life Day Mass and Celebration
Wednesday, September 19, the Diocese
of La Crosse will hold the 38th annual
Rural Life Day on the Wall-Stone Holsteins farm owned & operated by the
family of Dr. AnneMarie Elwing, Kevin,
Emil & William Walleser, located at S7414
Fortner Rd., De Soto, WI 54624. For more
information, contact Dan Kitzhaber, Rural
Life
Committee
Liaison,
dkitzhaber@diolc.org.

Liturgical Ministers

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff

Office Closed - Labor Day
On Monday, September 3, St. Raymond’s
and St. Mary’s offices will be closed due
to the Labor Day Holiday.

Saturday, September 1, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

R Schmitt
B Sorge, K Falch
B Kostka
D Sorge, J Jaenke

Sunday, September 2, 8:30a
Lector

B Lesniewski

Servers
Ushers

J Campbell, C & P Callaghan
J Lesniewski, T Lindgren
M Quirk, K Roberts
P & J Quirk
D Ziemann, D LeMere
E Messerschmidt

Greeters
Counters

Advertiser of the Week

Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)

The Knights of Columbus will
have their next meeting on Monday, September 19 at 7:00p.

Parish Council of Catholic Women
The PCCW will have their next
meeting on Thursday, September 13 at 6:30p. All ladies
of the Parish are members
and are invited to attend.

Parish Smartphone App
Just go to the App Store
and download MyParish—
Catholic Life Every Day
onto your smartphone or
device. Search for St. Mary
or St. Raymond Parish. App
includes: Mass times, how
to make a good confession,
helpful
prayer
listing,
weekend homilies, bulletins, latest news
and calendar of events, Daily Readings,
and so much more!

Diocesan History Books
The Diocese of La Crosse has printed a
beautiful, hard cover, 464 full color page
book, celebrating their 150th anniversary.
The history of the Diocese is richly illustrated in this book with pull-out objects.
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,
with only limited printed editions available! You can purchase your copy from the
parish office for just $33. Please contact
715-877-3400 to reserve your copy!

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or call Diane Walker at 715286-5171.

Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults...................................... $3,533.00
Holy Day Envelopes .................... $376.00
Youth Envelopes ............................. $5.50
Plate ............................................ $269.44
Capital Campaign .................... $16,79000
Building Fund Envelopes............. $730.00
Total Envelope and Plate ..... $21,703.94

Celebrating 150 Years - Diocese of La Crosse - Our Third Bishop
THE DIOCESE OF LA CROSSE

SESQUICENTENNIAL

www.diolc.org/150
Bishop James Schwebach

Third

BISHOP OF LA CROSSE

1891-1921

J

ames Schwebach was born on August 15, 1847 in
Platen, Grand Duchy, Luxembourg to Nicholas
Schwebach and Margaret Busch Schwebach. He
came to the United States when just 17 in years of age in
1864 and entered the St. Francis Seminary studying under both Bishops Heiss and Flasch. James finished his
studies at age 22, not yet of canonical age for ordination.
Consequently he served as deacon at St. Mary’s in La
Crosse. Fluent in German, English, and French he was
well accepted by people of those nationalities. He was
ordained on the feast of Corpus Christi June 16, 1870 by
Bishop Thomas Grace from St. Paul as Bishop Heiss was
attending Vatican Council I in Rome. Bishop Heiss appointed him pastor of St. Mary’s where he remained for
nearly twenty-two years. When Bishop Flasch died in
1891, Archbishop Heiss named him diocesan administrator. He was appointed the third bishop of the Diocese of
La Crosse by Pope Leo XIII on

November 30, 1891, received the official papers on December 14, 1891 and was installed on February 25, 1892
by Archbishop Fredrick Katzer, third Archbishop of Milwaukee. Like his predecessors he was a staunch proponent of Catholic School education. He built a large facility for orphans on a 180 farm south of La Crosse and
dedicated it on October 12, 1911. He also cared for the
transients who came to the area. One of his greatest concerns was the care for Native Americans. This concern,
in part, was alleviated when the Diocese of Superior was
established in 1905 and the La Crosse Diocese was reduced to about 17,299 square miles. The population of
the diocese increased as did the number of parishes and
schools. He died in office in June 6, 1921. Little is
known of Bishop Schwebach’s Coat-of-Arms except that
it bears the symbols of Faith, Hope, and Charity.

