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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time | September 2, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
Sat., Sept. 1

Sun., Sept. 2

Mon., Sept. 3
Tues., Sept. 4
Wed., Sept. 5
Thurs., Sept. 6
Fri., Sept 7
Sat., Sept. 8
Sun., Sept. 9

September 1 through September 9
9:00a SM
† Peter Aumann
4:00p SM
† Jan Loftsgaarden
6:00p SR
† Gene Pulvermacher
8:30a SR
† Al & Lucille Guns
11:00a SM
† Zize Sabani
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
Mildred Jaenke
8:00a SM
†
8:00a SR
† James Dins
2:00p
Mass at The Classic
9:00a SM
Doreen Bauer
4:00p SM
† Genevieve & Paul Watt
6:00p SR
Jennifer MIller
8:30a SR
SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† Faustino Sergiacomi
1:00p SM
Priest Intention

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to
the parish office by Sunday and inserts by
Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
Praised be Jesus Christ! Lord, have mercy!
A couple Sundays ago, I preached at St.
Raymond’s about the ongoing scandals
affecting the Catholic Church. There have
been numerous statements published by
various bishops and Church leaders since
then, including Pope Francis himself. To be
honest with you all, I do not need any
more statements or press releases now. And I doubt that you
need one from me. So, this article is simply an outpouring of my
heart to you, my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ. As I said
at St. Raymond’s, “Healthy families talk about the tough stuff.”
Sin: When I first heard of the news and scandal about Cardinal
McCarrick, I was a little stunned and a bit sick. Then came the
Pennsylvania grand jury report, then the letter by the former
Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Viganò, accusing the highest officials in
the Church of knowing about McCarrick and deliberately doing
nothing. All the potential implications are startling, “How could
so many people, especially cardinals, bishops, priests, and even
perhaps, the Pope, who are supposed to be teaching and exemplifying the life and Gospel of Jesus Christ commit such grave and
heinous sins and/or be so criminally negligent?” In the past few
weeks a saying has come to my mind often, “But for the grace of
God, there go I.” Not only I, but us all. All human beings are capable of every sort of sin. We are all capable of joining the thronging mob of humanity, represented by the crowd gathered outside
of Pontius Pilate’s house that first Good Friday morning: “Crucify
Him! Crucify Him!” Temptation and the Evil One play no favorites. Courage to do the right thing is not automatic. It is not possible to reject sin and live Christ’s teachings without the supernatural life of God’s grace.
Scandal: And yet, we are all still scandalized. This is really horrendous stuff! And it seems like it is not just a localized issue! As
more of the truth comes to the surface, the more the question
arises, “How could people like this rise to such levels of authority
in the Church?” Presumably, not without some help or at least
quite a few blind eyes. That is why we are still outraged. And we
ought to be. We should hate sin. We should hate that the innocent and vulnerable were violated and that people who should
have cared did not. We should hate seeing the Church we love so
dearly being besmirched with evil and Her message discredited.
I have thought of what my answer would be if someone asked,
“Why are you still a member of the Church?” My answer is St.
Peter’s answer: “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life.” My faith in Jesus Christ and His Church has
not been weakened, but strengthened in all this. He is the Holy
One and the Savior. Not Cardinal McCarrick. Not any Pope, priest,
or group of priests. Some people have, by their sins, done immense and soul-numbing damage to the Bride of Christ and to
the People of God! I would not think about leaving the Church in
such a desperate time. Not because I will save Her, but because
Christ HAS saved Her. And He has saved me through Her. How

could I abandon my Mother now in Her great hour of need? She
needs all of you too.
Cleansing: “Repent, the kingdom of God is at hand!” These are
the first words of Our Savior in His public ministry. They are first
for a reason. The first order of business for each of us now is to
be “washed clean” and to demand the same from our leaders.
This whole scandal in all its facets needs to come to the light. As
of this writing, all the accusations against Pope Francis and many
others are just that: accusations. Some bishops are calling for an
investigation into them to discover if they are true or false. How
can we move on or begin to heal without first cleansing the
wound from the infection of sin? We need to know the truth, or
we may never be completely free to effectively continue the mission of Jesus Christ. As we hear St. James in the 2nd reading this
Sunday say, “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God and
the Father is this: to care for orphans (and all children!) and widows in their affliction and to keep oneself unstained by the
world.” Having leaders who were “stained by the world” and the
world’s perverted ideas about sexuality got us into this mess.
Christ and His grace will get us out. So please pray, do works of
penance and fasting, and receive the Sacrament of Confession
and the Eucharist often. Increase your desire to become holy.
Beg Jesus for the virtue of chastity in your heart and in your
homes. Pray for the Pope, our bishops, and for priests.
Vigilance: Even if every single Church leader who were involved
in these wrongdoings resigned and devoted the rest of their lives
to penance, the work would not be done. St. Peter exhorts us:
“Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in
your faith!” We must continue to be vigilant against sin and evil
in our hearts and our Church, so that we can protect our children
and select good candidates for the priesthood. But that is a bulletin article for another time.
Until then, know that Fr. Sakowski and I are here for you. But
more importantly, Jesus Christ loves you and will never abandon
you, nor the Church. Just before His apostles went through the
horrible trauma of His betrayal, passion, and death, He reassured
them and gave them the firmest foundation for hope: “In the
world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
I pray this prayer every day to the patron and guardian of the
Universal Church, St. Joseph, and it has taken on a whole new
level of meaningfulness in these days:

“Blessed Joseph, husband of Mary, be with us this day.
You protected and cherished the Virgin, loving the
child Jesus as your Son, you rescued Him from the
danger of death. Defend the Church, the household
of God, purchased by the blood of Christ. Guardian of
the Holy Family, be with us in our trials. May your
prayers obtain for us the strength to flee from error
and wrestle with the powers of corruption so that
in life we may grow in holiness and in death rejoice
in the crown of victory. Amen.”

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Fall Festival
Sunday, September 16, due to Fall Festival we will celebrate a Bilingual Mass at 11am. Hope to see you!
Domingo, 16 de septiembre, debido al Festival de Otoño se celebrará una Misa Bi-lingüe a las 11am. ¡Esperamos verlos!

Parents make your life easier and visit www.stmarysaltoona.com to subscribe to the Faith Formation Google calendar.
Middle Schoolers + Parents: Watch for info on a special deanery-wide EDGE group just for 6th, 7th & 8th grade! Twice a
month, each engaging night will include snacks, games, teaching, small groups and prayer. Stay tuned!
Family Faith Formation: Parents and K-8th graders, grab your
jersey and gear up for the Family Faith Formation season kickoff
on September 19th from 6:15-7:30pm! Enjoy stadium-style concessions, find your class coach, participate in “drills” (aka scavenger hunt) and take home your first game plan (homework)!
You do not need to be registered to attend the kickoff. Registration info will be available onsite.
RCIA: Our first class begins Thursday, September 20th from
6:30-8:30pm at St. Mary’s! Open to anyone curious to learn
more about Catholicism or interested in becoming Catholic.

Fall Festival 2018
Fall Fest will be Sept. 15 & 16. The Fall Fest Committee is looking for larger-ticket items that can be used in the Silent Auction.
Examples include: vacation rentals, tickets to a professional
sports game, lawn/snow equipment, products or services from
your business. Contact Toni Buck: 952-463-6189. Country Store
is looking for crafts, jewelry, jams, jellies and baked goods. Contact Jessica at 715-599-4733.
Please consider contributing to the success of the Fall Fest by:
 Picking up and selling your raffle tickets
 Signing up to volunteer at http://signup.com/go/Mrqkcrn,
on the parish website, or on the sheets in the Narthex
 Donating to the Silent Auction, Country Store and Cake
Walk
 Spread the word to family & friends about Fall Fest
 Donating any size, name-brand soda bottles
 Donating pumpkins, mums and corns stalks for decorations
 Praying for the success of our Fall Fest
Contact Kristi Blackmon: kristiblackmon@hotmail.com

The 10th Hispanic Pilgrimage

To add a name or prayer intentions to the
prayer chain, please email Janet Fox at
generalbook@charter.com or call 715529-1587.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$4,131.00
Holy Day ......................................$11.00
Teens/Children .............................$4.00
Offertory (Plate) ........................$714.44
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $4,860.44

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – Jodi Nelson and Julie Rohn
11:00a –
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders .............................. 11
Amount Sold ..........................$4,230.00
Profit (approximately) ..............$211.30
Monthly Profit........................$1,182.33
Thank you!

How can we stand up for truth in a world that says there is no
truth? How can we explain our moral convictions without being
labeled "judgmental?" Join Dr. Edward Sri in his program "Who
Am I to Judge?" on formed.org as he explores what the Church
teaches about truth and learn how to better explain it without
fear of being "intolerant."

Knights of Columbus

The 10th Annual Hispanic Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe will be held September 8th from 10:00am-3:30pm.
Including the Rosary, las Mañanitas, traditional dances, lunch,
Confessions and Holy Mass. Come and pray with our Mother!

Prayer Chain

Formed - The Catholic Faith - On Demand

Knights of Columbus meeting has been changed due to
Labor Day weekend. Meeting for September is being
held on Monday, September 10th.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Office

715-855-1294, x 100

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, September 8, 4:00p
Lector

M Talley

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

L Kovacevich, J Buscherfeld,
D Wogernese
S Webster
W Liedl, H Talley,
B Webster, P Connell

Sunday, September 9, 11:00a
Lector

Volunteer

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

Z Niedzwiecki, A Leis
J Fox
Volunteer
F Chukwudelunzu,
D Hawker, J Hayden

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News
Family Faith Formation
K-10 parents: Registration for Family
Formation and Confirmation will be on
Sunday, September 16th and Sunday,
September 23rd after Mass. Be sure to
stop in the Family Formation office and
get your family signed up!
Confirmation students: September 26th
is our Youth Ministry kick-off for all high
schoolers. Confirmation students are
required to attend. It will be at 7pm
Regis High School. Check-in begins at
6pm. Be sure to save the date!
All families in the parish: start thinking
about joining other families in the parish
and area in the Hike for the Homeless on
Saturday, September 29th at Phoenix
Park. It would be fun to get a great team
together from St. Raymond's! For more
information, contact Marianne at macallaghan115@gmail.com or 715-835-8840.
Office Closed - Labor Day
On Monday, September 3, St. Raymond’s
and St. Mary’s offices will be closed due
to the Labor Day Holiday.
Mass Intentions:
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 stipend for each
intention. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, September 8, 6:00p
To Be Announced

Sunday, September 9, 8:30a
To Be Announced

Fall Festival
If you will be celebrating
your wedding anniversary in
the month of September,
please sign up in the gathering space to receive a special blessing
after the Masses on September 8 & 9.

Thank You!
I would like to extend a huge
“thank you” to our parishioners
who donated baskets and/or
items to our Silent Auction. The
Silent Auction was a success and all the
baskets on display looked great! A special
thank you to Lowes Creek Tree Farm for
all of the plants and trees donated.
I would also like to thank all the wonderful people that helped set up our Silent
Auction. I would not be able to do all this
without your help!
Thank you again for all the great baskets
and great help. Laurie Gruba

King’s Closet Coat Give-away
The King’s Closet, along with Sacred Heart
Hospital, will have their BIG Coat Giveaway on Saturday, October 6. They will
give away coats, winter hats, gloves and
scarves. Clean out your closets and bring
your donated items to St. Raymond’s and
they will be delivered to King’s Closet.
Thank you for your generosity!

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults ...................................... $3,325.00
Youth Envelopes .............................$0.50
Plate ............................................$242.00
Holy Day ........................................$20.00
Capital Campaign .................... $3,720.00
Total Envelope and Plate........ $7,307.50

Advertiser of the Week

Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

THANK YOU, THANK YOU to
everyone who worked or participated in our 2018 Fall Festival!
What a wonderful event we had and the
thanks goes out to all of our parish members who worked so hard to make it a
success!
A special thanks to the Committee Chairs
and Co-Chairs for their hard work and
dedication! Job well done!
A detailed report of expenses and profits
will be coming, but here are your raffle
winners:
Grand Prize: (Weekend at Flood’s Island
Resort in Chetek-$1,200 value) Thea Luci Walker
2nd Prize ($500) - Charlie Pfaff
3rd Prize (Quilt) - Jan Wojak
4th Prize ($250) - Paul Uhlig
5th Prize ($100) - Charlie Pfaff
6th Prize ($100) - Sara Henrichs
7th Prize ($100) - Julie Schaefer
8th Prize ($100) - Casey Sauter
9th Prize ($100) - Bonnie Olson
10th Prize ($100) - Jolyn Miller
11th Prize ($100) - Char Hannula
12th Prize ($100) - Greg Roter
13th Prize ($100) - Shirley Amundson
14th Prize ($100) - Connie Rindel
Themed Basket Winners:
Packer Men’s Basket—Bonnie Olson
Kid’s Basket—Margaret Julson
Ladies Summer Basket—Doug Scheffer
Movie Basket —Janet Mayer

Just Married - Congratulations!
Patrick & Xenia (Obias) Rudolph
Neil & Ashley (Robinson) Dunckel
David & Taylor (Smith) Jadack
Kyle & Mariah (Rivard) Seyer
Marcus & Lauren (Brunette) Bogumill
Stan & Meghann (Beckwith) Edington

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus will
have their next meeting on Monday, September 10 at 7:00p.

Parish Council of Catholic Women
The PCCW will have their next meeting
on Thursday, September 13 at 6:30p. All
ladies of the Parish are members and are
invited to attend.

2018-2019

FAITH FORMATION
St. Mary’s Parish

St. Raymond’s Parish

Kickoff - September 19
at 6:00pm

Registration - September 16 & 23
After the 8:30am Mass

Classes Meet: 6:15 - 7:30pm

Classes Meet: 9:30 - 11:15am

October 3- The Bible

September 30 - The Bible

November 17- Final Coming

November 11 - Final Coming

December 5 - God’s Promises

December 9 - God’s Promises

January 2 - Matrimony

January 6 - Matrimony

February 6 - The Trinity

February 10 - The Trinity

March 13 - Reconciliation

March 10 - Reconciliation

April 3 - Holy Week

April 7 - Holy Week

May 1 - The Apostles

April 28 - The Apostles

Before Classes meet, (except Kickoff night), there will be
a pregame “tailgate meal” at 5:30pm and
Confession will be available from 5:30-6:00pm.

Jacqueline Van Hemert
Family Faith Formation Director
JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com or 414-698-6040
www.stmarys-altoona.com

Marianne Callaghan
Family Faith Formation Director
macallaghan115@gmail.com or 715-835-8840
www.straymond.us

