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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

September 8 through September 16 
Sat., Sept. 8 6:00p  SR † Genevieve & Paul Watt 
Sun., Sept. 9 8:30a  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † Faustino Sergiacomi 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., Sept. 10 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Sept. 11 8:00a SR Judy Womack 
Wed., Sept. 12  8:00a SM † Peter Kovar 
Thu., Sept. 13 8:00a SR † Kenneth Bluem 
Fri., Sept. 14 9:00a SM † Bonnie Sisko 
Sat., Sept. 15 4:00p SM † Joe, Margi & John Servi 
  6:00p SR Priest Intention 
Sun., Sept. 16 8:30a SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
  11:00a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  1:00p SM NO MASS  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to 
the parish office  by Sunday and inserts by 

Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Christ Renewing His Church 

I know that many of you are rattled by the 
scandals that have come out in recent 
news stories – whether the stomach-
turning findings of the grand jury in Penn-
sylvania or the sweeping allegations of 
Cardinal Vigano. 

I preached on the subject last weekend at 
St. Mary’s and the weekend before at St. 

Raymond’s. Fr. Sedlacek wrote powerfully about it last week, 
reminding us, “Healthy families talk about the tough stuff.” I 
hope and pray that Pope Francis and our bishops will talk about 
these things with us, will seek to remedy injustice, and will work 
for healing for both the victims and the victimizers (many of 
whom were once victims themselves). 

But talking will only get us so far. And, truth be told, even resig-
nations or removals from office will only get us so far. It’s easy to 
point the finger at “those people” and be unhappy until they 
change. But it’s always best to be part of the solution.  In the 
weeks and months ahead, Fr. Sedlacek and I will be looking to 
become part of the solution, and will invite you to join us. For 
now, some highlights on what I see as most needed: 

1) Recovering Human Integrity. We live in a confused and discon-
nected age in which most human beings in affluent countries 
have developed a distorted understanding of what it means to be 
human, what it means to love, what sexuality is for, and what 
constitutes healthy relationships. Many people do not experience 
a harmony of body, mind, and spirit in their lifestyle choices or in 
their relationships. 

Celibacy is not the problem, any more than marriage is the prob-
lem. Yes, there are celibates who live in a neurotic or dysfunc-
tional way – just as there are many dysfunctional marriages. Je-
sus praises both (see Matthew 19). Both callings are amazing and 
beautiful when lived according to God’s plan for love; both have 
the potential to destroy and damage when we choose a distorted 
counterfeit of love. We need to look to Jesus and Mary to recov-
er a vibrant understanding of being male and female in God’s 
image, and living authentic human love. 

2) Talk about the Good Stuff. When upset by scandals (as they 
should be), people tend not to realize how much good has al-
ready been done and continues to be done. While there is still 
some very serious reform needed in Christ’s Church (and ever 
shall be), many of the old problems have already been ad-
dressed. I started seminary in 1994 and was ordained in 2003. It 
was stunning to see how much improved seminaries were when I 
left versus when I started. At our two parishes we have had the 
blessing of seeing amazingly high quality in our newly ordained 
priests and in our seminarians. That, combined with the fact that 
we are ordaining more than we are retiring is already very good 
news. Talk about the good stuff. 

Pope Francis once said “Priests are like airplanes. They only make 
news when they fall, and yet there are so many who are flying.” I 
remember back in April 2002 – when I was ordained a Deacon 
and freely promised to be celibate for the sake of the Kingdom. 
We had serious scandals then as well. Polls showed that most 

Catholics perceived priests as being suspect or having problems. 
But when asked about their parish priest, most of the same Cath-
olics talked about how much they loved him! 

It’s often that way. We all know great people doing great things. 
That’s why I stopped watching the news a long time ago. I refuse 
to be told on a daily basis how awful things are and how I am 
supposed to choose a divisive side and be angry at “those peo-
ple.” I would much rather celebrate the good things I see people 
doing every single day or – even better – go out and do good 
things myself, and be part of the Good News. 

3) Prayer, Penance and Reparation. Serious prayer and penance 
are needed. Removing bishops or forcing resignations may be 
appropriate, but many of the offenders are already retired or 
dead!  Besides, the scandals are merely symptoms of a deeper 
spiritual illness, one which (I daresay) has infected a majority of 
us Catholics for a very long time. Call it secularism, call it luke-
warmness or apathy, call it distraction – call it what you like – we 
have seen its rotten fruit. We need healing and renewal at the 
poisoned roots. 

Already I perceive a deepening spirit of prayer among many of 
our people. Likewise, many have been returning to the Sacra-
ment of Confession. Both parishes now have trouble getting the 
whole Confession line through in two hours only. On the First 
Saturday of September, the line at St Mary’s continued without a 
single pause from 7:30 AM until 12:30 PM. The Holy Spirit is mov-
ing! 

Still, we could use more self-denial and penance. If you read 
Scripture and Church History regarding fasting, self-denial, prayer 
vigils, and the like, we are pretty much at an all-time low. 

We priests ought to lead by example. Fr. Sedlacek and I have 
agreed that the two of us will commit each month to embrace 
some small but serious penance as a way of making reparation 
for our sins and the sins of brother priests, and in search of re-
newal of the whole Church. We will invite you to join us each 
month. 

In this month of September, we will be fasting on the three 
“Ember Days”: 

Wed, Sept 19 - Fri, Sept 21 - Sat, Sept 22 

I’ll explain more in the weeks ahead. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Ashley Wolterstorff & volunteer 
11:00a – Volunteer & volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 10 
Amount Sold .......................... $2,475.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $120.93 
Monthly Profit ........................ $1,303.26 

Thank you! 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, September 15, 4:00p 

Lector J Spalding 
R Hanson

Servers G & JP Wolterstorff,   
A. Server J Wolterstorff 
S. Serve J Wolterstorff 
Ushers W Liedl, G Wolterstorff, 
 M Kloss, R Verdegan 
 

Sunday, September 16, 11:00a 
Lector F Chukwudelunzu 

J Hegenbart 
Servers B Smiskey, S Webster 
A. Server J Mullenberg 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers C Duffy, B Webster, 
  R Stephenson, J Bauer 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $6,701.00 
Teens/Children ............................. $6.00 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $708.65 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $7,415.65 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Parish News 

Fall Festival 
Sunday, September 16, due to Fall Festival we will celebrate a Bi-
lingual Mass at 11am. Hope to see you! 
Domingo, 16 de septiembre, debido al Festival de Otoño se cele-
brará una Misa Bi-lingüe a las 11am. ¡Esperamos verlos! 

Fall Festival 2018 

Fall Fest will be Sept. 15 & 16. The Fall Fest Committee is look-
ing for larger-ticket items that can be used in the Silent Auction. 
Examples include: vacation rentals, tickets to a professional 
sports game, lawn/snow equipment, products or services from 
your business. Contact Toni Buck: 952-463-6189. Country Store 
is looking for crafts, jewelry, jams, jellies and baked goods. Con-
tact Jessica at 715-599-4733. 
Please consider contributing to the success of the Fall Fest by: 

 Picking up and selling your raffle tickets 

 Signing up to volunteer at http://signup.com/go/Mrqkcrn, 
on the parish website, or on the sheets in the Narthex 

 Donating to the Silent Auction, Country Store and Cake 
Walk 

 Spread the word to family & friends about Fall Fest 

 Donating any size, name-brand soda bottles 

 Donating pumpkins, mums and corns stalks for decorations 

 Praying for the success of our Fall Fest 
Contact Kristi Blackmon: kristiblackmon@hotmail.com 

Family Faith Formation 

Parents of K-10th graders, visit www.StMarys-Altoona.com to 
keep updated about Family Formation, Middle School Ministry 
and Confirmation Prep! You can also make your life easier and 
subscribe to the Faith Formation Google calendar. Feel free to 
call Jacqueline at (414) 698-6040 with any questions. 

As Catholics we are called to regularly meditate on the hour of 
our Lord's passion and death.  This practice helps us to call to 
mind Christ's great love for each of us, as well as unite our own 
sufferings and intentions to the redemptive suffering of 
Christ.  It also calls each of us to examine our own lives for the 
places where we have allowed sin to enter in and to ask for-
giveness.  This week pray the stations in a new way with a 
beautiful audio recording on formed.org. 

 Formed - The Catholic Faith - On Demand 

Knights of Columbus 

Knights of Columbus meeting has been changed due to 
Labor Day weekend. Meeting for September is being 
held on Monday, September 10th.   

To add a name or prayer intentions to the 
prayer chain, please email Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.com or call 715-
529-1587. 

Prayer Chain 

Red, White and Blue Prayer Service 

Sacred Heart - St. Patrick Parish is honored to offer their first 
annual Red, White and Blue Prayer Service. An opportunity to 
seek the protection and guidance of the Holy Spirit for those 
who seek justice, health professionals and public safety. Sep-
tember 11th at 7:00pm at St. Patrick Church. Everyone is wel-
come! Reception to follow.  

Rural Life Daily Mass And Celebration 

Wednesday, September 19, the Diocese of La Crosse will hold 
the 38th annual Rural Life Day in the Wall-Stone Holsteins farm, 
located at S7414 Fortner Rd., De Soto, WI 54624. Celebrate 
10am Mass with Bishop Callahan followed by awards, recogni-
tions, blessings of crops and machinery and a meal. For more 
information contact Dan Kitzhaber at dkitzhaber@diolc.org. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, September 15, 6:00p 

Lector A Christ 
 

Servers J Campbell 
Ushers A Christ, P Quirk 
 

Sunday, September 16, 8:30a 
Lector J Ceranski 

 B Gruba, L Hinrichs,  
  M Callaghan 
Servers T Falbo, B Ceranski, B Quirk 
Ushers B Severinski, M Quirk, 
  T Lindgren, B Gruba 
Greeters K & J Krupka 
Counters P & S Barth, R Muller 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $2,540.00 
Holy Day Envelopes ...................... $10.00 
Plate ............................................ $277.00 
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,175.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $4,002.00 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Homebound Visits 

If you know of someone who 
is homebound and would like 
Holy Communion brought to 
them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

Diocesan History Books 

The Diocese of La Crosse has printed a 
beautiful, hard cover, 464 full color page 
book, celebrating their 150th anniversary. 
The history of the Diocese is richly illus-
trated in this book with pull-out objects. 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, 
with only limited printed editions availa-
ble! The anniversary year ends October 7! 
You have one last chance to pick up your 
book! They are in the Gathering Space. 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will 
have their next meeting on Mon-
day, September 10 at 7:00p. 

The PCCW will have their next 
meeting on Thursday, Septem-
ber 13 at 6:30p. All ladies of 
the Parish are members and 
are invited to attend. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

King’s Closet Coat Give-away 

The King’s Closet, along with 
Sacred Heart Hospital, will 
have their BIG Coat Give-
away on Saturday, October 
6. They will give away coats, 
winter hats, gloves and 

scarves. Clean out your closets and bring 
your donated items to St. Raymond’s and 
they will be delivered to King’s Closet. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Family Faith Formation 

K-10 parents: Registration for Family 
Formation and Confirmation will be on 
Sunday, September 16th and Sunday, 
September 23rd after Mass. Be sure to 
stop in the Family Formation office and 
get your family signed up!  

Confirmation students: September  26th 
is our Youth Ministry kick-off for all high 
schoolers.  Confirmation students are 
required to attend.  It will be at 7pm 
Regis High School. Check-in begins at 
6pm.  Be sure to save the date!  

All families in the parish: start thinking 
about joining other families in the parish 
and area in the Hike for the Homeless on 
Saturday, September 29th at Phoenix 
Park. It would be fun to get a great team 
together from St. Raymond's!  For more 
information, contact Marianne at macal-
laghan115@gmail.com or 715-835-8840.  

 

Mass Time Change 

Regis will be holding their retreats at St. 
Raymond’s on September 18 & 19. Mass 
times will be at 9:00a on both of those 
days. All are welcome to attend. 
 

Rosary/Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a. 

Thank You! 

The fall festival is here and gone 
and the two-day event was a 
success! I want to thank all who 
donated their time and talent to 

make it a success! A special thanks to 
everyone who put in all the extra time, 
effort, and leadership to accomplish this. I 
want to thank Larry and Margaret Julson 
for co-chairing the event. A high five to 
the committee leaders: Claire Parr, Angie 
Frank, Bob and Laurie Gruba, Jeni Geisert, 
Pete Melrose, Derek Olson, Jeanne Lid-
dell, Clarence Hazen, Ron Krippner and 
Elaine Welin.  
A special thanks to Jane Mueller, Clare 
Young, Gordy & Jane Maske, Stockman’s 
Farm Supply, Foster Bar, Wayne & Karla 
Kostka and Lowe’s Creek Tree Farm. 
–Mike Miller, Fall Festival Chairman 

Pastoral Council Meeting 

The next St. Raymond Pastoral Council 
meeting will be Tuesday, September 18. If 
you have any questions or concerns that 
you would like to be addressed, please 
contact a Pastoral Council member in the 
next week. Thank you. 




