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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND

OF PEÑAFORT

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time | September 23, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
September 22 through September 30
4:00p SM
† Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter
6:00p SR
SR & SM Parishioners
Sun., Sept. 23
8:30a SR
Henry Webster & Family
11:00a SM
† Clarence Wogernese
1:00p SM
Priest Intention
Mon., Sept. 24 ——— No Mass ———
Tue., Sept. 25
8:00a SR
Elaine Welin
Wed., Sept. 26 8:00a SM
† Lee Torres
Thu., Sept. 27
8:00a SR
† Gene Pulvermacher
1:30p
Mass at Osseo NH
Fri., Sept. 28
9:00a SM
† Albert Schultheiss
Sat., Sept. 29
4:00p SM
† Charles Schultz III
6:00p SR
SR & SM Parishioners
Sun., Sept. 30
8:30a SR
† Lawrence Gorton
11:00a SM
† Becky Schlesser
1:00p SM
Priest Intention
Sat., Sept. 22

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to
the parish office by Sunday and inserts by
Tuesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715-514-5113
FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Penance, Repentance, and Renewal
We continue reflecting on how we, as
Christ’s Church, can be renewed and
transformed amidst the present challenges. Renewal and transformation look
different at different moments in our story
as God’s people. But there are certain constants. Penance is one of them.
Whether in the Old Testament, the New
Testament, or the many moments of crisis we have faced
throughout the last 20 centuries, renewal has come through embracing the path of self-denial, penance, and conversion.
Paul and the other apostles suffered much for the Gospel of
Christ. Five times he received 39 lashes. That is 195 if you do the
math. I can only imagine the scars he bore. Three times he was
shipwrecked, including a night and a day on the open sea. Three
times he was beaten with rods; once he was stoned until they
thought he was dead. Not long afterward he went back to the
same region to preach again!
In the first three centuries of our existence as a Church, there
were many waves of persecution, and many martyrs. The Church
grew vigorously during that time. Becoming a Christian involved a
multi-year process of serious penance and preparation for baptism. If you were one of those catechumens, you understood
with great clarity that, once baptized, you were leaving sinful
ways behind. You knew that the next persecution could leave you
stripped of all your possessions, tortured, or killed. Far from scaring people away, the joyful self-denial of the early Christians
attracted many to Christ.
The Edict of Milan in 313 brought religious freedom to Christians.
This was a great relief, and Christianity emerged as a much more
public and prosperous presence. Then, as so often happens, prosperity brought lukewarmness, worldliness, corruption, and temptation.
Monastic life became one of the main sources of renewal in the
Church. Many thousands answered the call to be monks and
nuns, saying a definitive “yes!” to the Kingdom of God by freely
renouncing earthly enjoyment of the goods that tend to ensnare
human beings the most: sex, money, and power. They are all gifts
from God, but easily enslave us. And so in every age God calls
some to renounce those goods for the sake of the Kingdom (cf.
Matthew 19) so that the rest of us can be mindful of eternity.
Last year I wrote several times about the lasting legacy of St. Benedict and his monks. But they, too, experienced periods of corruption, ugliness, and great scandal. About 1,000 years ago, St.
Peter Damian wrote his Book of Gomorrah, exposing the great
corruption of many monks, priests, and bishops of his day: mainly
in the areas of greed and sexual depravity. I am struck by the
parallels with today’s situation. Peter Damian showed compassion for both abused and abuser, but emphasized the removal
from office of the bigger offenders, and that a shortage of priests
is never a reason to leave God’s little ones as prey to the wolves.
He boldly went from town to town and spoke the truth with candor. But, most importantly, he embraced serious penance him-

self. He referred to himself as “Peter the sinner” and taught that
the Church is best seen in the holy example of a holy Christian.
When we see a Saint, we see the Church-in-miniature.
Other renewal movements came as well: Francis, Dominic, Ignatius of Loyola, John of the Cross, Teresa of Avila, Teresa of Calcutta, and many more. God’s holiness worked in diverse ways
and attracted thousands upon thousands – but always with a
common theme, that of penance and self-renunciation. Unless
we deny ourselves, take up our Cross every single day, and follow
Jesus we cannot be his disciples (Luke 9:23). Those saints embraced that truth and gave it visible form. They showed in their
daily lives a joyful witness to the transformation that comes
when we die to self and rise with Christ.
Penance and self-denial are not ends in themselves, and yet they
are utterly and absolutely necessary. Our old self will not go
down quietly. Part of us will always rebel, and rebel strongly
against the newness that Christ brings. That epic struggle, that
battle-to-the-death, is part of the human experience. That battle
is fought by Saints of all walks of life: monks, nuns, priests, bishops, married men and women, widows and widowers, elderly,
disabled, teens, children, etc.
Many have suggested that priests getting married would somehow solve our present problems. I totally disagree. Marriage is no
solution to sexual dysfunction. Sometimes married people figure
that their mate will make their emptiness, wounds, fears, or insecurities go away. Not true. Marriage does not heal old wounds –
that is not what marriage is for! Likewise, some young men figure
that the grace of Holy Orders will heal their old wounds. Not so.
Indeed, in both cases the wounds will actually get worse, if not
given true remedies. We then become wounded wounders.
When priests are wounded wounders, the opportunity to wound
is worse.
Healing comes through embracing our identity in Christ, living
out the vows of our Baptism and being renewed regularly in the
Holy Eucharist. If we truly want to be well we also need to allow
Jesus to put many things to death in our hearts. It is a battle.
In 1966, Paul VI published a beautiful exhortation about penance.
We priests and bishops, and with us most of the faithful, failed to
embrace the truths of that document during the last 50 years.
We have been way too self-indulgent and not nearly serious
enough about self-denial. We are now paying the price. We can
be renewed. Kyrie Eleison. Come Holy Spirit!

Sesquicentennial Closing Mass
Please join us Sunday, October 7, 2018, for the closing Mass
celebrating our Diocesan Sesquicentennial. This Mass will be
celebrated at 10:30a at the Cathedral of St. Joseph the
Workman. Immediately following Mass, there will be an
Open House reception at the La Crosse Center Ballroom ending at 3:00p. At the Open House you will have a chance to
meet representatives from the Offices of Ministry and learn
about the impact they are having in our diocese. Everyone is
encouraged to attend this special day as we celebrate 150
years of Building Upon A Tradition of Catholic Faith.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Daily Mass
No 8 am Mass on Wednesday, October 3.
Family Faith Formation
Registration deadline is September 26.

Parents of K-8: Have you registered for Family Formation yet?
If you have a child in k-10th please visit www.StMarysAltoona.com to register online for this year’s program, or call
Jacqueline at 414-698-6040.
Confirmation: 9th and 10th graders will kick off the year THIS
Wednesday, September 26th at 6:30pm with a special event at
Regis High School featuring speaker Paul J. Kim! The topic is
“Your Life Makes a Difference.” Meet at Regis High
School...your Confirmation team will be on site to greet you!
Middle Schoolers: You’re invited to a special deanery-wide
EDGE group just for 6th,7th and 8th grade! Two Sundays a
month, each night will include snacks, games, teachings, small
groups and prayer. Find a safe and fun Catholic community, get
answers about your faith and experience Jesus in a powerful
way. For 6th, 7th and 8th graders only. Feel free to bring a
friend! Visit www.ECCatholicYouth.com for dates and location.

Evangelization Retreat
Come and learn 10 practical ways that you can begin to live out
your part of God’s amazing plan for your life and His people! The
workshop will be led by Deb McManimon, of St. Paul Street
Evangelization, an organization that has showed thousands of
Catholics how to share their faith. Join us at St. Mary’s Parish,
Altoona on Tuesday, September 25 from 6-9pm. Information
and sign-up sheet is in the gathering space.

King’s Closet Coat Give—Away
The King’s Closet, along with Sacred Heart Hospital, will have
their BIG Coat Give-away on Saturday, October 6. They will give
away coats, winter hats, gloves and scarves. Clean out your closets and bring your donated items to St. Mary’s and they will be
delivered to King’s Closet. Thank you for your generosity!

Prayer Chain
For prayer intentions, please contact Janet Fox at 715-529-1587
or at generalbook@chater.com

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.
Please pray for those who are expecting: Elizabeth Johnson and Lia Mayenschein.

TV Mass—Please Attend
All are invited to attend two Masses at Immaculate Conception
Parish, in Eau Claire, on Monday, October 15 at 1:30pm and
2:40pm. These Masses will be recorded to be used as the TV
Masses for the Diocese of La Crosse. Please help us fill the
pews. Sign-up sheets will be available in the gathering space.

Formed-The Catholic Faith-On Demand
On Formed.org this week a classic presentation answering an
age-old question...Are angels more than myth? With his ever
present humor, animated presentation, and captivating mode
of speaking, the beloved Bishop Fulton Sheen explains the nature of angels and the meaningful role they play in his talk simply titled Angels.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Office

715-855-1294, x 100

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual)
St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$7,264.00
Teens/Children .............................$4.00
Offertory (Plate) ........................$712.25
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $7,980.25
Capital Campaign .....................$196.90
Capital Campaign ACH ..............$605.00

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer
11:00a – Michelle Tan and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders .............................. 16
Amount Sold ..........................$4,445.00
Profit (approximately) ..............$193.00
Monthly Profit...........................$580.80
Thank you!

Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, September 29, 4:00p
Lector

D Wogernese

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

L Johnson
M Niedzwiecki
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, C Tiry,
A Tiry, M Kloss

Sunday, September 30, 11:00a
Lector

J Satnik

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

C Chilson, T Chilson
N Mullenburg
J Mullenburg
R Mullenburg, M Chilson,
R Stephenson, T Buck

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News
Family Faith Formation
K-10 Parents: Registration for Family
Formation and Confirmation will be this
Sunday, September 23rd after Mass. Be
sure to stop in and get your family registered! Our first Family Formation class is
Sunday, September 30th. We will have
our year kick-off, cover safe environment,
and have a presentation by Fr. Derek.
6-12th grade parents and Confirmation
Students: September 26th is our Youth
Ministry kick-off. It is required for all
Confirmation students, but all students in
grades 6-12 are invited. Check-in is from
6-6:30pm and the program will start at
7pm. Paul J Kim is a nationally-known
speaker and his message will be "Your
Life Makes a Difference". Parents and
guests are encouraged to come!!
Our first Confirmation session will be a
spaghetti supper for families on Wednesday, October 3rd from 6:30-8pm. Thank
you Knights of Columbus for generously
providing an awesome dinner to kick off
our year!!
All families in the parish: Hike for the
Homeless is Saturday, September 29th at
9am in Phoenix Park. For more information, contact Marianne at macallaghan115@gmail.com or 715-835-8840.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, September 29, 6:00p
Lector

R Schmitt

Servers
Ushers

J Campbell
K & C King

Sunday, September 30, 8:30a
Lector

Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

T Falbo
N Falbo, J Bowers,
M Callaghan
E Falbo, C & P Callaghan
B Severinski, M Quirk,
M Miller, J Krupka
S & T Mayer

Advertiser of the Week

Evangelization Retreat

Deanery Women’s Bible Study

Come and learn 10 practical ways that
you can begin to live out your part of
God’s amazing plan for your life and His
people! The workshop will be led by Deb
McManimon, of St. Paul Street Evangelization, an organization that has showed
thousands of ordinary Catholics how to
share their faith. Join us at St. Mary Parish, Altoona on Tuesday, September 25
from 6-9:00p. Information and sign-up is
in the gathering space.

Come join other women in the deanery
for our study of the Book of Revelation.
We study, pray, and have social time in a
relaxed setting. It’s a great way to connect with other women in our deanery!
Join us for Revelation: The Kingdom Yet
to Come at St. Mary’s in Altoona beginning October 9th at 9am and continuing
on Tuesdays for 11 weeks. The cost will
be $25. For more information or to register for the study, call Marianne Callaghan
at 715-835-8840 or via email: macallaghan115@gmail.com.

TV Mass - Please Attend
All are invited to attend two Masses at
Immaculate Conception Parish, in Eau
Claire, on Monday, October 15 at 1:30p
and 2:40p. These Masses will be recorded
to be used as the TV Masses for the Diocese of La Crosse. Please help us fill the
pews. Sign-up sheets will be available in
the gathering space.

King’s Closet Coat Give-away
The King’s Closet, along with Sacred Heart
Hospital, will have their BIG Coat Giveaway on Saturday, October 6. They will
give away coats, winter hats, gloves and
scarves. Clean out your closets and bring
your donated items to St. Raymond’s and
they will be delivered to King’s Closet.
Thank you for your generosity!

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

October Wedding Anniversaries
If you will be celebrating your wedding
anniversary in the month of October,
please sign up in the gathering space to
receive a special blessing after the Masses on October 13 & 14.

Newly Baptized- Congratulations!
Samantha Kay Hazen
Parents: Matthew & Rhonda Hazen
Braxton Lee Schachel
Parents: Cory Schachel & Ronni Rykal
Charles Allen Ringleman
Parents: Nicholas Ringleman
& Jennifer Hinrichs
Jetson Jay Nyberg
Parents: Evan & Danielle Nyberg
Thea Rayne Lindner
Parents: Jacob & Kayla Lindner

Adult Study Program
“Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom” is a
20-part Bible Study featuring Jeff Cavins
beginning 10/7. Each session is presented
twice a week: Sunday afternoons 3:005:00pm and Monday evenings 6:308:30pm. Attend when it’s convenient
each week. $30 for study materials due at
Session 1. Sacred Heart - St. Patrick Parish, Eau Claire, WI 54703. Call 715-8352693 or email ann@shspec.org

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults...................................... $3,042.00
Youth Envelopes ............................. $3.50
Plate ............................................ $336.75
Capital Campaign ........................ $515.00
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $3,897.25

Casa Hogar—Peru Trip; Part Two
In last week’s bulletin, I summarized the trip to Casa Hogar in Peru that
several us went on this summer. The experiences we had and the people
we met had a lasting impact on all of us. It was a life changing experience
for all.
What seemed to impact the youth on the trip the most was the
orphan children’s involvement in the church and their community. It was
eye-opening to see how much the children enjoyed being part of the
mass. Here’s a quote from 1 of the girls on the trip…”The first day we
went to mass, I was filled with joy and peace as every child in the church
sang their heart out praising God.” Seeing the children so involved in
praising God strengthened our youth’s desire to be involved in prayer
and praising God as well.
The kids on the trip were also amazed at how loving, happy and
grateful the kids at Casa are. Though we were new to them and most of
us spoke very little Spanish, they were very welcoming, patient and loving. The orphans showed us what happiness and love are all about. Another of our girls summarized this well by saying, “It was amazing to see
how much happiness there is amongst the people who have the least…
For me, the trip to Casa proved that money truly can’t buy happiness –
you find it when you trust Jesus and are surrounded by love and support.”
I think the kids came back with a new appreciation of what they
have and what God does for them. Their experiences at Casa have
brought them closer to God in many ways and have improved their faith.
We all feel truly blessed to have been part of this amazing trip and the
ways that it has affected our lives and faith in God.

Thank you to all of you who supported our trip to Casa Hogar through prayer and donations.
The orphanage continues to need our support, prayers and donations.
We will be collecting donations for needed medical supplies September 29 to October 21.
Collection boxes will be in the gathering spaces. If you have any questions, contact Tammy Smith at 715-835-8685.
Thank you again and God bless you!

Medical Supply Donations for Casa Hogar
Lice shampoo, Cough syrup (children’s), Lice protection spray, Cortisone cream (anti-itch), Lice combs (bigger ones are
better), Anti-fungal cream (Lamisil, Miconazole, etc), Chapstick (Carmex), Small towels (hand towels), Nail clippers,
Exam gloves (small – med), Sunscreen, Ice packs (ones that don’t need to go into the freezer), Bugspray, Vicks Vaporub,
Q-tips, Medication for canker sores, Children’s vitamins, Ibuprofen (children and adult), Acetaminophen (children and
adult), Triple antibiotic ointment, Alcohol wipes, Gauze and Cotton balls.
They also need a new otoscope and tips (to look in the ears) – if anyone would like to donate money toward this, let me
know and I can purchase it.
Thanks so much! Tammy Smith, Parent Chaperone & St. Raymond’s Parishioner

