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Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
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Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

September 29 through October 7 
Sat., Sept. 29 4:00p SM † Charles Schultz III 
  6:00p  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Sept. 30 8:30a  SR † Lawrence Gorton 
  11:00a SM † Becky Schlesser 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., Oct. 1 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Oct. 2 9:00a SR † Jim Sturz 
Wed., Oct. 3  ——— No Mass ——— 
Thu., Oct. 4 9:00a SR † Lawrence Gorton 
  2:00p  Mass at The Classic 
Fri., Oct. 5 9:00a SM † Mary Parker 
Sat., Oct. 6 9:00a SM Fr. Derek Sakowski 
  4:00p SM † Love Schuster 
  6:00p SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Oct. 7 8:30a SR † Jonathan Johnson 
  11:00a SM 
  1:00p SM David Mager  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to 
the parish office  by Sunday and inserts by 

Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Penance, Repentance, and Renewal 
In 1966, Paul VI published Poenitemini, a 
beautiful exhortation about penance. He 
describes the powerful renewal that 
comes about through penance and the 
necessity of penance for all authentic re-
newal in the Church. The U.S. Bishops fol-
lowed in November with a document of 
their own: a “Pastoral Statement on Pen-
ance and Abstinence,” published on Nov 

18, 1966. Both are easy to find on the internet and are not long. I 
encourage you to look them up and read them. 

Sadly, five decades later, we have to confess as a Church that we 
largely ignored the beautiful truths articulated in those docu-
ments. Indeed, we did the total opposite – embarking on a path 
of worldliness, complacency, self-indulgence, 

For centuries Catholics as a whole body embraced the  
penance of abstaining from meat on Fridays. In union with Jesus’ 
self-denial on the Cross, we denied ourselves and observed Fri-
day as a special day. We did it not only as isolated individuals, but 
visibly and communally (people could tell the Catholics from oth-
ers by their Friday food choices!). 

In 1966, the U.S. Bishops gave us permission to substitute anoth-
er penance on Friday. The idea was to find acts of self-denial and 
generosity that were especially meaningful to contemporary peo-
ple, ones that would bring authentic spiritual renewal. They gave 
some great suggestions: volunteering in the hospital, visiting the 
sick or aged or lonely, instructing young people in their Faith, 
volunteering in the community or in the parish, fulfilling family 
obligations, serving our neighbors, etc. 

Did we Catholics go off and start doing these things on Fridays? 
No! Instead, very quickly, the message that came across was 
“Now we can eat meat on Fridays!!!” Indeed, Fridays become a 
day of more self-indulgence, not less! For so many of us, by time 
early afternoon rolls around on Friday, “me time” begins and we 
start indulging our appetites and doing what we feel like. Totally 
the opposite of what the Bishops called for. 

I have found consistently that Catholics are absolutely stunned to 
learn that we are still obliged to abstain from meat every Friday.  
“Just during Lent, right?” they ask.  No, I explain, every Friday – 
unless it is a liturgical day of Solemnity, or unless we substitute a 
different penance. They are often convinced that I must be misin-
formed. 

But the real issue here isn’t fish on Fridays. It’s the wholescale 
abandoning of a spirit of self-denial that has infected the Church 
at every level. We have ceased or greatly limited the amount of 
penance we do. Bodily penances like fasting or prayer vigils be-
came exceedingly rare. Confession lines in churches evaporated – 
obviously not because of people no longer sinning, but because 
we somehow deluded ourselves into thinking we had no need of 
repentance or could do it in the privacy of our homes. How has 
that worked for us? 

When St. John XXIII convened the Second Vatican Council in the 
1960’s, he said that it was time for the Church to open the win-
dows and let in some fresh air. This seemed like such a good idea 

– and it was. But it was not without its risks and problems. Some 
of the “fresh air” that we let in included the toxic fumes of self-
indulgence and many lies – lies about who we are as human be-
ings, what love and sexuality and marriage are really about, and 
what the priesthood is about. We bought into a distorted view of 
the human person, forgetting the harmony of body, mind, and 
spirit that is willed for us by God.  The culture kept telling us that 
you can get whatever pleasure or gratification that you want with 
your body, and not worry about how it affects your soul or your 
relationships or your Faith. We rationalized our way out of bodily 
penances, out of regular prayer, and out of needing Confession. 
We bought the lies! And by “we” I include a large number of 
priests and bishops. 

It did not take long at all to start seeing the results of materialism 
and hedonism and self-indulgence (instead of self-denial and 
serious pursuit of holiness). Many priests and nuns left. Perhaps 
some left for good reasons, but there is no doubt that much dam-
age was done. Numbers of seminarians and religious novices 
evaporated almost overnight.  We spent about 25 years with 
abysmal numbers of seminarians and ordinations. We are still 
paying the price today! You reap what you sow. 

Several of you have expressed to me your desire to see greater 
transparency from Pope Francis and from some of our bishops. 
You believe that we all deserve an explanation and an answer to 
allegations that have been raised. I agree fully. 

But talking, in the end, doesn’t solve things. We also need pro-
found renewal and healing. That means rediscovering the full 
truth of who we are as human beings and who we are as a 
Church. The path of healing and renewal includes repenting with 
all our heart – and doing so with prayer, with fasting, with Con-
fession of sins, and with turning our parishes into places of heal-
ing, places in which we find truly healthy and well-ordered rela-
tionships – with God, with self, and with each other. We need 
people to encounter healthy and happy and holy relationships in 
our parishes. If they see the truth about the human person lived 
out in the flesh in our marriages, in our families, in our parish 
groups, they will begin to associate us much less with scandal 
and sin and much more with the healing love of God that we all 
desire. 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Daily Mass 
No 8am Mass on Wednesday, October 3. 

Scrip 
Don’t forget to stop by the gathering space after Mass and sup-
port your parish at no extra cost by purchasing scrip cards. YES, 
we sell scrip cards at no extra cost for your convenience. 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Mark Willer and volunteer 
11:00a – Volunteer and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 11 
Amount Sold .......................... $2,625.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $129.24 
Monthly Profit ........................... $710.04 

Thank you! 

Family Faith Formation 

Pssst, parents make your life easier and visit  www.StMarys-
Altoona.com to subscribe to the Family Formation Google cal-
endar to help you remember each month’s events!  
Parents of K-8: Gear up for our first official Family Formation 
gathering this Wednesday, October 3 from 6:15-7:30pm. 
Pregame meal is at 5:30pm. The topic is “You’ve Got Mail: The 
Bible, God’s Love Letter to You!” Make sure to download the 
audio with the catchy tune to help you start memorizing all 73 
books of the Bible! Must be registered to attend. Visit 
www.StMarys-Altoona.com to register online.  
Middle Schoolers: You’re invited to a special deanery-wide 
EDGE group just for 6th, 7th and 8th grade! Two Sundays a 
month, each night will include snacks, games, teaching, small 
groups and prayer. Find a safe and fun Catholic community, get 
answers about your faith and experience Jesus in a powerful 
way. For 6th, 7th and 8th graders only. Kickoff is October 14th. 
Feel free to bring a friend! Visit www.ECCatholicYouth.com for 
dates and locations, or call Jacqueline at 414-698-6040. 

Knights of Columbus 

St. Mary’s Guadalupe Council 12468 meeting, October 3, 
2018. Officer’s meeting is at 6:30pm and Council meeting 
is at 7:00pm. Meeting begins at 7:00pm ending at 8:00pm with 
social after. Looking forward to seeing you! Ralph Melgard  GK 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, October 6, 4:00p 

Lector M Hanson 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, D Wogernese 
A. Server M Niedzwiecki 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, Volunteers 
 

  

Sunday, October 7, 11:00a 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers R Hadt, R Semerad 
A. Server J Fox 
S. Server J Fox 
Ushers Volunteers 
  

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,672.00 
Teens/Children ............................. $7.30 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $701.13 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,380.43 

 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or 
to  volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048. 
Please pray for those who are expecting: Elizabeth John-
son and Lia Mayenschein. 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Register now for the 2018 Women of Christ Conference.  
The 10th annual Women of Christ Conference will be 
held Nov. 3rd, 2018 at Washington Co Fair Park, West 
Bend. This year’s theme is  Take Courage...Be the Light. 
Conference begins with Mass celebrated by Archbishop 
Jerome Listecki. Outstanding speakers include, Dr. Scott Hahn, 
Sisters of Life, Crystalina Evert, Fr. Philip Schumaker. Confessions 
and adoration available all day.   Register with Janet Fox at 715-
529-1587 or janet@generalbookcovers.com Cost is $35 for the 
day lunch included. A real must for your spiritual journey.   

Fall Festival 2018 

St. Mary’s Fall Festival was a success. THANK YOU! To all who 
donated, helped, volunteered, and all who came to have some 
fun. There will be an update in the next few weeks. Thank you 
again for your support.  

TV Mass-Please Attend 

All are invited to attend two Masses at Immaculate Conception 
Parish, in Eau Claire, on Monday, October 15 at 1:30pm and 
2:40pm. These Masses will be recorded to be used as the TV 
Masses for the  Diocese of La Crosse. Please help us fill the pews. 
Sign-up sheets will be available in the gathering space.      

Prayer Chain 

For prayer intentions, please contact 
Janet Fox at 715-529-1587 or via email at 
generalbook@charter.com 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, October 6, 6:00p 

Lector B Lesniewski 
 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers J Lesniewski, J Jaenke 
 

Sunday, October 7, 8:30a 
Lector T Smith 

 T Fischer, J Quirk,  
  J Vetterkind 
Servers J Campbell, A & K Burmesch 
Ushers L Vetterkind, K Roberts, 
  B Gruba, T Lindgren 
Greeters P & J Quirk 
Counters R Muller, S Barth, S Mayer 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $2,688.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $5.50 
Plate ............................................ $290.00 
Capital Campaign ........................ $418.86 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $3,402.36 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

Family Faith Formation 
K-8 families: Welcome back to Family 
Formation! We look forward to making it 
another great year!! 
Confirmation: Families are invited to our 
spaghetti dinner on Wednesday, October 
3rd at 6:30pm. There will also be an infor-
mational session for the year. Thank you 
Knights of Columbus for your generosity 
in providing us with dinner that night!!  

Mass Time Change 
Tuesday, October 2 and Thursday, Octo-
ber 4 Mass will be at 9:00a due to Regis 
Retreats being held at St. Raymond’s. 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Homebound Visits 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Hall Rental 
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall 
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie 
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400.  Needed:  a 
signed rental agreement, proof of liability 
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.  
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3 
months in advance.  Rental is available to 
parish members only. 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

TV Mass - Please Attend 

All are invited to attend two Masses at 
Immaculate Conception Parish, in Eau 
Claire, on Monday, October 15 at 1:30p 
and 2:40p. These Masses will be recorded 
to be used as the TV Masses for the Dio-
cese of La Crosse. Please help us fill the 
pews. The sign-up sheet is available in the 
gathering space. 

King’s Closet Coat Give-away 

The King’s Closet, along with Sacred Heart 
Hospital, will have their BIG Coat Give-
away on Saturday, October 6. They will 
give away coats, winter hats, gloves and 
scarves. Clean out your closets and bring 
your donated items to St. Raymond’s and 
they will be delivered to King’s Closet. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

October Wedding Anniversaries 

If you will be celebrating 
your wedding anniversary in 
the month of October, 
please sign up in the gather-

ing space to receive a special blessing 
after the Masses on October 13 & 14. 

Deanery Women’s Bible Study 

Come join other women in the deanery 
for our study of the Book of Revelation. 
We study, pray, and have social time in a 
relaxed setting.  It’s a great way to con-
nect with other women in our deanery! 
Join us for Revelation: The Kingdom Yet 
to Come at St. Mary’s in Altoona begin-
ning October 9th at 9am and continuing 
on Tuesdays for 11 weeks. The cost will 
be $25. For more information or to regis-
ter for the study, call Marianne Callaghan 
at 715-835-8840 or via email: macalla-
ghan115@gmail.com.  

Adoration - Benedictine Chapel 

We have an urgent need for two regular 
adorers on Wednesday evenings between 
5 & 6:00p. Please contact Ann Carroll at 
715-874-5794. Please pass along this invi-
tation to anyone who may be available to 
fill this weekly spot. Religious Ed - Special Needs 

Would you like to make a difference in 
the life of a person with special needs - 
and have a new friend for life? Then 
please prayerfully consider becoming a 
mentor in the Eau Claire Deanery Reli-
gious Education - Special Needs Program. 
We meet each Wednesday from 6:15-
7:30p in the school at St. Pat's. All instruc-
tional materials and lessons are planned. 
Mentors should be high school age, col-
lege students, or adults. For more infor-
mation contact Mary Brown, 

Chippewa Valley Interfaith 

Our next Interfaith Prayer Service will be 
on October 3, 6:30p at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1314 E. Lexington, Eau Claire. All 
are welcome! 



More on the History of St. John the Apostle 

By: Rebecca Burmesch 
Lutherans predominated the Fall Creek area in the 1950s so 
Catholics had to travel to Eau Claire to attend Mass, often Sacred 
Heart, Immaculate Conception, and St Mary’s parishes. To solve 
this, a small mission, consisting of twenty families, was formed 
by Monsignor John W. Pittz of Sacred Heart Church in Eau Claire 
and would be served by him and his assistants. The mission’s first 
Mass was celebrated on July 3, 1955 at Woodman Hall. Wood-
man Hall was a social and meeting hall owned by an insurance 
company. The building still stands today. 

From the beginning, there was always the intention to build a 
church. Members, Dr. F. F. Zboralske, Dr. T. S. Korolewski, and 
Village President Joe Leonard along with Ralph Wise, President 
of the State Bank of Fall Creek as financial advisor, began the 
long process of planning for the future church. Dr. Korolewski 
and Dr. Zboralske undertook the difficult task of finding a pastor 
for the mission. Monsignor Pittz from Sacred Heart Parish in Eau 
Claire agreed to help establish regular Masses. The Sisters of 
Sacred Heart also gave their time to teach CCD classes to the 
children of the mission. The mission in Fall Creek began to grow. 
Soon the congregation faced the daunting goal of raising $30,000 
to buy land and build a church. 

Several years later, on Palm Sunday, 1962, the congregation held 
a ground-breaking ceremony for a new church on a five-acre lot 
on State Street in Fall Creek. Original member Yvonne Melville 
remembered that each of the boys in the congregation was given 
a task to do during the ceremony.  

The building was completed that fall but much of the interior 
needed to be finished, including installing pews and the altar, 
and finishing the basement. A generous financial donation by Dr. 
Zboralske was instrumental in finishing the church. Because the 
congregation in Fall Creek never had a resident priest, a rectory 
was never built. Priests from Sacred Heart still came over and 
celebrated Masses. 

St. John the Apostle Church was dedicated in 1963. Thirty fami-
lies made up the congregation. In the next fifteen years, the size 
of the congregation tripled. 

In the early 1990s, St. John the Apostle parish was joined with 
Holy Guardian Angels parish and St. Anthony de Padua of Augus-
ta to form the Tri Creek Catholic Community with Father 
Burkhardt as the resident priest. Shortly thereafter, Fr. Paul 
Gitter was named pastor and the Tri Creek Catholic Community 
was renamed St. Raymond of Peñafort. After the new St. Ray-
mond of Peñafort church was built in 2002, St. John the Apostle 
was closed. 

 The church lots were sold off and the building was bought by a 
couple with the intention of opening a nursery on the grounds. 
Unfortunately, a fire destroyed enough of the building that it 
could not be rebuilt. Now the property has been divided into 
lots, with one house built and another going up. 

The tabernacle and the altar in St. Raymond’s sacristy are both 
from St. John the Apostle. The crucifix in the parish hall, original-
ly donated to St. John the Apostle by Yvonne Melville’s great 
great aunts, also found a home here. 

 
 

Rebecca Burmesch is a member of St. Raymond’s 

and is most often seen playing her oboe with the 

Contemporary Choir.  

This is the final in a series of history articles on our parishes that 
started last October at the beginning of the Sesquicentennial 

celebration. There will be a closing Mass for the 
Sesquicentennial on October 7, 10:30a at St. Jo-
seph the Workman Cathedral in La Crosse. All are 
welcome to attend! 

Altar from St. John the Apostle installed at St. Raymond’s 

Note: Historical information compiled from “Sights and Sounds 
of the Valley – A History of Fall Creek,” by Patricia Henke and 
Steve H. Wise, research compiled by Elaine Welin, and an inter-
view with Yvonne Melville, one of the original members of St. 
John the Apostle. 

St. John the Apostle,  
Fall Creek WI 

Tabernacle from St. John the Apostle, 
now at St. Raymond’s 


