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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

October 6 through October 14 
Sat., Oct. 6 9:00am SM Fr. Derek Sakowski 
  4:00p SM † Love Schuster 
  6:00p  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Oct. 7 8:30a  SR † Jonathan Johnson 
  11:00a SM  
  1:00p SM David Mager 
Mon., Oct. 8 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Oct. 9 ——— No Mass ——— 
Wed., Oct. 10  8:00a SM † Peter Aumann 
Thu., Oct. 11 8:00a SR † Kaye Wright 
  10:30a  Mass at Augusta NH 
Fri., Oct. 12 9:00a SM † Marcellene Zona 
Sat., Oct. 13 4:00p SM † Arthur & Valerie Bohl 
  6:00p SR † Terri Johnson 
Sun., Oct. 14 8:30a SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
  11:00a SM † Becky Schelesser 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to 
the parish office  by Sunday and inserts by 

Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

Our Lady of the Rosary 
Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Many of you know that I was on a fairly 
extended vacation a couple of weeks ago. 
I say “vacation,” but in reality, it was a 
three-in-one trip: A pilgrimage, a visit to 
family, and a reunion with friends. The 
pilgrimage portion brought me to France 
and to many holy sites, such as Lisieux, 
where the famous St. Thérèse (the “Little 

Flower”) lived and is buried. I was ordained a deacon three years 
ago on her feast day, October 1st. I also found myself celebrating 
Mass in Ars at the tomb of the patron saint of priests, St. John 
Vianney. In the church where, toward the end of his life, he 
would hear confessions for up to 18 hours a day, I was able to go 
to confession myself. Definitely a grace-filled day, which so hap-
pened to be Ember Friday, a day on which I was also fasting with 
Fr. Sakowski and all of you.  

I was also able to visit for three days with one of my sisters and 
her family (she and her husband have three young boys). They 
live in Krakow, Poland (it is a long story). Then I made my way to 
Rome where I witnessed the deacon ordination of two men from 
our diocese who will, God willing, be ordained priests this spring. 
40 seminarians from all over the USA were ordained at that Mass 
in St. Peter’s Basilica. In attendance was about 800 concele-
brating priests and over 2,000 guests: family, friends, benefac-
tors. It was a powerful experience and one which brought back 
many memories of the graces of my own deacon ordination in 
that sacred place three years ago. 

Remembering the times where God’s grace touched us profound-
ly in the past is a helpful method for persevering through tough 
times. St. Ignatius of Loyola made a rule concerning this in his 
“Spiritual Exercises.” In times of desolation (when it seems like 
God’s consoling presence is far from us), we ought to remember 
the times of consolation (when God seemed close and we experi-
enced His peace). This is a good rule as individual disciples on our 
earthly pilgrimage toward the heavenly kingdom, and it is, I think, 
a good rule for the Church as a whole.  

This Sunday, October 7th, is such a day for prayerfully remember-
ing God’s consoling presence. 447 years ago, on this day, a com-
bined force of Christian allies defeated the Ottoman Turks in a 
naval battle of epic proportions off the coast of Western Greece 
in a place called “Lepanto.” The battle of Lepanto is probably one 
of the most significant historical events of Western history. The 
Ottomans were the most powerful empire of that time and were 
seeking to expand their territory and their religion into Europe, 
taking advantage of the cultural and political fragmentation and 
strife caused by the Protestant reformation. They had amassed a 
fleet of 328 ships with 77,000 men. St. Pope Pius V, knowing that 
the Christian fleet which he had organized in defense was out-
numbered, begged the Christian world to pray the rosary for vic-
tory. He knew the future of Christianity and Europe depended on 
it. And victory was granted on an incredible scale. The Turkish 
forces were nearly annihilated while the Christian fleet experi-
enced only 7,500 casualties and 22,000 wounded (one of which 
would become a writer, Miguel Cervantes of “Don Quixote” 

fame). The Pope declared October 7th the feast of Our Lady of 
Victory. This was shortly after renamed the feast of Our Lady of 
the Rosary, which we celebrate to this day.  

The rosary is a powerful prayer. When prayed with faith it can 
change hearts, lives, and even the course of history. We, as a 
Church and as a culture, are facing times not completely dissimi-
lar to 1571. Christianity is openly mocked and derided. Young 
people are rejecting their Christian inheritance in droves. Relativ-
ism and secularism threaten to destroy the very foundations of 
civilization and culture itself: marriage, family, and faith. But ra-
ther than cowering in fear or in discouragement, let us hear again 
the clarion call of St. Pius V to pray the rosary and beg the Moth-
er of God to bring about a new victory in the Church and in our 
culture.  

There is an event, called “Rosary Coast to Coast,” taking place all 
across the USA (and in dozens of other countries) this Sunday, 
October 7th at 3 PM Central Time. The goal is to get hundreds of 
thousands to pray the rosary for our country simultaneously. 
Over 1,100 groups/parishes across the USA have registered and 
organized to pray the rosary during that time. Perhaps you could 
pray the rosary together with your family this Sunday afternoon?  

And beyond this Sunday, October 7th, the entire month of Octo-
ber is the dedicated to the rosary. What if we all prayed the ro-
sary every day this month? Don’t you think it may possibly help 
turn the tide of evil aside and allow the power of God’s grace to 
break into our hearts and our country? Remembering God’s pow-
erful consolation of the past, may we make the rosary our spiritu-
al weapon of hope in the midst of desolation and discourage-
ment. And may Mary, our Lady of the Rosary, help bring about 
the victory of Her Son in our times. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Lost and Found 
Stop by the Lost and Found item box to pick up misplaced items. 
Box is placed across the entrance of our Parish Hall (Community 
Center). Items will be donated on November 1. Remember the 
Lost and Found Box has dishes left behind as well. Please re-
member to pick up lost items before November 1. 

Scrip  
Don’t forget to stop by the gathering space after Mass and sup-
port your parish at no extra cost by purchasing scrip cards. YES, 
we sell scrip cards at no extra cost for your convenience.   

Sunday Social 
Sunday Social is October 14th after the 11am Mass. Consider 
staying after Mass for some fellowship and refreshments.  

Marriage Anniversary Blessing 
If you will be celebrating your anniversary in the month of Octo-
ber and would like to receive a special blessing after 11am Mass 
on October 14th, please sign up in the gathering space. Mass 
and anniversary blessings are followed by Sunday Social. 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a – Volunteer and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 12 
Amount Sold .......................... $3,000.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $168.00 

Thank you! 

Family Faith Formation 

6th, 7th and 8th graders are invited to a deanery-wide Catholic 
Middle School Youth Group! Join us for: food, games, friends, 
Bible teaching, small groups and prayer. 
We meet every other Sunday. Our kickoff gathering is Sunday, 
October 14th from 6:00-7:30pm. The location is 6104 White 
Lane in Eau Claire, WI. Visit www.ECDYouthMinistry.com or 
contact Jacqueline Van Hemert at 414-698-6040 with ques-
tions.  

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, October  13, 4:00p 

Lector D Wogernese 

Servers M Wanke, S Webster 
A. Server R Wanke 
S. Serve R Wanke 
Ushers W Liedl, C Tiry, 
 A Tiry, H Talley 
 

Sunday, October 14, 11:00a 
Lector F Chukwudelunzu 

Servers D Riccardi, J Mullenberg 
A. Server N Mullenberg 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers R Mullenburg, R Smeltzer, 
  T Buck, R Stephenson 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,480.00 
Teens/Children ............................. $6.85 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $893.44 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,380.29 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $405.00 

 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or 
to  volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048. 
Please pray for those who are expecting: Elizabeth John-
son and Lia Mayenschein.  

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Parish Council Of Catholic Women 

The ladies of the parish are having a cinnamon roll sale 
after Masses, the weekend of October 20-21. These 
funds will be used for yearly dues and church needs. 
Please support your parish by purchasing  delicious 
cinnamon rolls.  

Deanery Council of Catholic Women 

The Eau Claire Deanery Council of Catholic Women will hold 
their Annual Fall General Assembly meeting on October 23 at 
St. Olaf’s Church. Registration begins at 6:00pm and Mass is at 
6:30pm. Kelly Christianson from the Beacon House will be our 
speaker. Join us for a learning experience to find out what infor-
mation Kelly and the Beacon House have to share with us. 
Snacks and a brief meeting will be sharing right after Mass.  

Deanery Women’s Bible Study 

Come join other women in the deanery 
to study the Book of Revelation. The 
Kingdom Yet to Come at St. Mary’s in 
Altoona, begins Oct. 9th from at 9am. 
Cost is $25. Register with Marianne at 
macallaghan115@gmail.com. 

TV Mass-Please Attend 

All are invited to attend two Masses at Immaculate Conception 
Parish, in Eau Claire, on Monday, October 15 at 1:30pm and 
2:40pm. These Masses will be recorded to be used as the TV 
Masses for the  Diocese of La Crosse. Please help us fill the pews. 
Sign-up sheets will be available in the gathering space.      

Homebound 

We are in need of more volunteers to bring Holy Communion to 
Catholics in our homebound, Nursing homes and Assisted Facili-
ties. Are you called to bring Holy Communion? If so, please sign 
up in the gathering space  or contact Jessica at 715-855-1294. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, October 13, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers B & D Sorge 
 

Sunday, October 14, 8:30a 
Lector P Uhlig 

 C Kostka, C & J Rollins 
Servers T Falbo, B Ceranski, B Quirk 
Ushers J Krupka, B Severinski, 
  P & J Quirk 
Greeters P Gentry, T Lindgren 
Counters D Ziemann, P & S Barth 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $4,360.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $1.50 
Plate ............................................ $338.25 
Capital Campaign ........................ $250.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $4,949.75 

New to the Library 

“Our Lady of Kibeho” - This book is a re-
markable story of how Rwanda, a counry 
divided by ethnic hatreds and shattered 
by one of the bloodiest genocides in hu-
man history, is being reunited and healed 
through a singular faith in the enduring 
love of the Virgin Mary. 
“From Mass to the Mountain” - This DVD 
takes you to Eastern Panama, where dec-
ades of government corruption and ne-
glect have impoverished the region. But 
thanks to the tireless efforts of one priest 
to build infrastructure, protect water-
sheds, and conserve the rainforest, life is 
looking up for the locals. 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Family Faith Formation 
K-8: Thank you for a great kick off to our 
Family Formation year!! Remember, the 
helpful tip for this month is to take a look 
at all of your packets before they sit on 
your counter for too long so you'll have 
the motivation to work on the material. 
As always, there's stuff for October!!  
Remember, Sunday, October 21st is our 
first Activity Day.  We will have Service 
Day in the Parish Hall after Mass.  It'll be 
a fun way to help people in our communi-
ty!  Confirmation families are invited! 

 

Mass Cancellation 
Daily Mass, Tuesday, October 9 is can-
celled due to the Fall Clergy Conference. 

 

Mass Intentions 
If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention.  Also, please include whether 
or not the individual is living or deceased. 

 

Homebound Visits 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171 

Parish News 

The PCCW will have their next 
meeting on Thursday, October 
11 at 6:00p. All women of the 
parish are invited to attend! 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will 
have their next meeting on Mon-
day, October 8 at 7:00p. 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

October Wedding Anniversaries 

If you will be celebrating 
your wedding anniversary in 
the month of October, 
please sign up in the gather-

ing space to receive a special blessing 
after the Masses on October 13 & 14. 

Deanery Women’s Bible Study 

Come join other women in the deanery 
for our study of the Book of Revelation. 
We study, pray, and have social time in a 
relaxed setting.  It’s a great way to con-
nect with other women in our deanery! 
Join us for Revelation: The Kingdom Yet 
to Come at St. Mary’s in Altoona begin-
ning October 9th at 9am and continuing 
on Tuesdays for 11 weeks. The cost will 
be $25. For more information or to regis-
ter for the study, call Marianne Callaghan 
at 715-835-8840 or via email: macalla-
ghan115@gmail.com.  

King’s Closet Coat Give-away 

The King’s Closet, along with Sacred Heart 
Hospital, had their BIG Coat Give-away on 
Saturday, October 6. They gave away 
coats, winter hats, and gloves. Thank you 
to everyone at St. Raymond’s and St. 
Mary’s parish who donated many items 
to make this event successful! Your gen-
erosity is appreciated! 

TV Mass - Please Attend 

All are invited to attend two Masses at 
Immaculate Conception Parish, in Eau 
Claire, on Monday, October 15 at 1:30p 
and 2:40p. These Masses will be recorded 
to be used as the TV Masses for the Dio-
cese of La Crosse. Please help us fill the 
pews. The sign-up sheet is available in the 
gathering space. 

Eau Claire DCCW 

The Eau Claire Deanery Council of Catho-
lic Women will hold their Annual Fall Gen-
eral Assembly meeting on October 23, 
2018 at St. Olaf’s Church. 
Registration begins at 6:00pm and Mass 
is at 6:30pm.  Kelly Christianson from the 
Beacon House will be our speak-
er.  Contact Julie Brindle at: ju-
lie.brindle@hpe.com with any questions. 



Sesquicentennial Event - Bishop Callahan Visits the Eau Claire Deanery 

On August 25, 2018, Bishop William Callahan attended a luncheon at 
St. Mary Parish, Altoona to continue a celebration for the Diocese of 
La Crosse 150th Sesquicentennial Anniversary.   
 

This luncheon provided a wonderful and welcoming forum for mem-
bers from area parishes within the Eau Claire and Chippewa Falls 
Deaneries to attend and have an audience with the Bishop.  The pa-
rishioners who were invited are in parish leadership positions, such as 
Pastoral and Finance Councils. At the luncheon there were displays of 
history from some of the parishes in the Eau Claire and Chippewa 
Falls Deaneries.  
 

After the meal there was an opportunity for anyone to ask questions 
of Bishop Callahan.  Some of the questions asked where about the 
direction our Church is headed, what are we doing to retain our 
members and even grow our membership, and how can we better 
serve our Catholic communities. 
 

A special thank you to St. Mary PCCW for the delicious meal and all 
the other parish members who helped in the set up and clean up to 
make such a wonderful afternoon with Bishop Callahan possible! 

Below are links to some of the topics covered 
 by Bishop Callahan: 

 

Parish Tools for Evangelizing: 

http://diolc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Evangelization-Tools-for-the-
Parish.pdf 

Our Personal Testimony: 

http://diolc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Personal-Testimony-
Worksheet.pdf 

Bishop Callahan mentioned "The Amazing Parish" so here is a link for an 
upcoming Conference:    
https://amazingparish.org 

Catholics: Come Home: 

https://www.catholicscomehome.org 

Equipping Parishes to Form Lay Apostles: 

https://siena.org 

There will be a closing Mass for the Sesquicentennial on 
Sunday, October 7 at 10:30am at St. Joseph the Work-
man Cathedral in La Crosse. All are welcome to attend! 
There are sesquicentennial history books still available 
to purchase to have in your home as a keepsake. If you 
would like one, please contact the parish office. 

Bishop William Callahan answers 
questions after the luncheon 

Fr. Sakowski and Fr. Sedlacek 
were in attendance 

Opportunities to 
mingle with  
Bishop Callahan 

St. Raymond of Penafort history display 

St. Bridget Parish, 

Springfield, History 

Display 


