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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
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Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

October 13 through October 21 
Sat., Oct. 13 4:00p SM † Arthur & Valerie Bohl 
  6:00p  SR † Terri Johnson 
Sun., Oct. 14 8:30a  SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
  11:00a SM † Becky Schlesser 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Oct. 15 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Oct. 16 8:00a SR † Paul Bedard 
Wed., Oct. 17  8:00a SM † Nance Waldvogel 
Thu., Oct. 18 8:00a SR † Eugenia Bedard 
  11:00a  Mass at Oakwood Villa 
Fri., Oct. 19 9:00a SM † Laverne Gilboy 
Sat., Oct. 20 4:00p SM † Gary Richard Knepper 
  6:00p SR † Lester Gorton 
Sun., Oct. 21 8:30a SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † Renee Hanson 
  1:00p SM † Janet Watt Caballero 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Abiding in Love and Truth 
People have urged me to share my writing 
more. So I have launched a blog entitled 
“Abiding in Love and Truth.” You can 
check it out at www.abideinlove.com 

Here is a shorter version of the first post: 

Love is the true purpose of our human 
existence. Love is our origin and our desti-
ny. Love is what nurtures us. Love is our 
deepest desire. Love is what sustains us 

along the arduous path. In love we grow; in love we are perfect-
ed and become who we are. Those who experience authentic 
love experience an unshakable joy, even amidst the hardest cir-
cumstances. Those who experience a lack of love languish, even 
when others are eager to help and heal. Devoid of love, human 
existence becomes meaningless and miserable.  

But what is love? That is the real question. 

Most people would agree with the statements I just made about 
love. Whether male or female, young or old, believers or unbe-
lievers, conservatives or liberals, most of the people that I meet 
would like their life to be about love. Even the most jaded or cyn-
ical, beneath their façade, are protecting a tender heart that des-
perately yearns for love but is too terrified to seek it. 

If virtually everyone believes that human existence is supposed 
to be about love, why so much misery and brokenness? Why so 
much confusion and chaos? Why so much polarization and ha-
tred? What is so wrong with the world today? 

We have forgotten the connection between love and truth. It is 
impossible to abide in love if we do not also abide in the truth. 
“Love rejoices in the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). 

Love and truth are inseparable. Love is only love if it is ordered to 
the truth. If we are living a lie, love will not last. 

“What is truth?” The words of Pontius Pilate echo through the 
centuries. We live in an age of relativism. We delude ourselves 
with the notion that we can create our own truth. We can make 
life mean whatever we want it to mean. This was, in fact, the 
original diabolical temptation to the first humans: “You will be 
like gods…” (Genesis 3:5). Each of us faces that decision at each 
moment. Do I open my heart in receptivity to all that is true and 
good and beautiful? Or do I assert my own ego, grasping and 
seizing and controlling, creating my own version of reality?  Rela-
tivism has given so many people just the leeway they need to 
indulge selfish desires or avoid doing the difficult thing. Pope 
Benedict XVI aptly exposed it as the “Dictatorship of Relativism.” 

Truth and goodness and beauty were once delighted in and pur-
sued by the greatest human minds. Whether philosophers or 
poets, architects or astronomers, many of the intellectual giants 
of the ancient and medieval world yearned to give themselves 
over to the truth. The more they did so, the more they perceived 
a mystery that was beyond their own limited experience. They 
saw themselves as stewards, not masters of the mystery. 

The truth is objective and transcendent. We do not “create” it, 
even though our human creativity may unleash a deeper experi-
ence of it. Rather, “conversion” is a much more suitable word. If 
our hearts are sincere and receptive, truth or goodness or beauty 

will sometimes break through like a shaft of light. We discover 
that our approach has been incorrect or incomplete. We let our-
selves be changed. 

Or perhaps we don’t. Perhaps we harden our heart and stay the 
same. That is where misery and chaos and destruction enter into 
the human story. 

Relativism is a threat to the truth, which means that it is ulti-
mately a threat to love and to human flourishing. In the blog, I 
will call upon my expertise in philosophy and theology to reaffirm 
objective truth. 

However, I will also talk extensively about the subjective dimen-
sion of truth. Knowing the truth is one thing; internalizing it is 
another! Most of us can relate painfully to the words of Paul: “I 
do not do the good I want, but I do the evil I do not 
want” (Romans 7:19). Like him, we have much need of the heal-
ing and integrity that Jesus Christ brings. 

The truth is not relative, but it most certainly is relational. Love 
and truth are inseparable. God is love, i.e., God is an eternal com-
munion of persons in relationship. We have been created in 
God’s image and likeness. We are destined to see God face to 
face and become like him. Therefore, we will only discover the 
full truth of our human existence in healthy relationships with 
God, self, and others. 

Like so many today, I have experienced a great deal of broken-
ness in my own heart. My intellectual and spiritual beliefs have 
not always matched up with my emotional or physical experienc-
es. I have received much healing in Christ. With help from some 
great friends, he is teaching me how to abide in love and truth. 
So my blog will also occasionally share personal lessons learned. 

Abiding in Love and Truth. That is what each of us truly desires. It 
is the exhortation that Jesus offered us the night before he died. 
He proclaimed himself to be the way, the truth, and the life. And 
he called us to abide in his love as branches on the vine, bearing 
fruit together in him. 

If interested in following this new blog, visit  
www.abideinlove.com and subscribe at the bottom of the page. 
Consider inviting a few friends to do the same. I look forward to 
sharing more soon.   

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Lost and Found 
Stop by the Lost and Found item box to pick up misplaced items. 
Box is placed across from the entrance to our Parish Hall. Items 
will be donated on November 1. Remember the Lost and Found 
Box has dishes left behind as well. Please remember to pick up 
lost items before November 1. 

Scrip  
Don’t forget to stop by the gathering space after Mass and sup-
port your parish at no extra cost by purchasing scrip cards. YES, 
we sell scrip cards at no extra cost for your convenience.   

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a – Michelle Tan and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 13 
Amount Sold .......................... $4,530.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $280.60 
Monthly Profit ........................... $448.60 

Thank you! 

Mission Sunday 

Next weekend, we will celebrate World Mission Sunday. Pope 
Francis invites the entire Church to support the mission dioces-
es in Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America 
and Europe, where priests, religious and lay leaders serve the 
world’s most vulnerable communities. Please keep the Pope’s 
missions in your prayers, and be generous in next week’s collec-
tion for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. An enve-
lope is placed in the pews. Please take one and return it next 
weekend. Thank you! 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, October 20, 4:00p 

Lector J Nelson 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, N Cullinan 
A. Server M Nuesse 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, M Kloss, 
  B Webster, J Hayden 
 

Sunday, October 21, 11:00a 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers S Black, B Smiskey 
A. Server J Bechly 
S. Server J Bechly 
Ushers D Kamrowski, R Smelter, 
  G Wolterstorff,  
                      F Chukwudelunzu 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $7,891.00 
Teens/Children ............................. $4.05 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $624.80 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $8,519.13 
 

Capital Campaign  .................. $1,242.50 
 ACH Giving ………………………….$4,296.93 

 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or 
to  volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048. 
Please pray for those who are expecting: Elizabeth John-
son and Lia Mayenschein.  

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Parish Council Of Catholic Women 

The ladies of the parish are having a cinnamon roll sale 
after Masses, the weekend of October 20-21. These 
funds will be used for yearly dues and church needs. 
Please support your parish by purchasing delicious 
cinnamon rolls.  

Deanery Council of Catholic Women 

The Eau Claire Deanery Council of Catholic Women will hold 
their Annual Fall General Assembly meeting on October 23 at 
St. Olaf’s Church. Registration begins at 6:00pm and Mass is at 
6:30pm. Kelly Christianson from the Beacon House will be our 
speaker. Join us for a learning experience to find out what infor-
mation Kelly and the Beacon House have to share with us. 
Snacks and a brief meeting will be held right after Mass.  

Mission Ladies 

Join us on creating some beautiful quilts for donations. We also 
have some laughs during our potluck at noon. Mission ladies 
meet every second Thursday of the month at St. Mary’s from 
10am-2pm. See you then! 

St. Mary’s Fall Clean Up 

It’s that time of the year, Fall clean up is here! Stop on 
down for a shift,  8-10am or 10-12 noon on Saturday, 
October 27th. Bring your own rake and help clean up 
the leaves. Also, tree or bush trimming  and grass edging.  Let’s 
make the church grounds look great this fall! Snacks and drinks 
will be provided. Look for the orange flyers and the sign up sheet 
or contact Mike at 715-271-4056.  

TV Mass-Please Attend  

All are invited to attend two Masses at Immaculate Conception 
Parish, in Eau Claire, Monday, October 15 at 1:30pm and at 
2:30pm. These Masses will be recorded to be used as the TV 
Masses for the Diocese of La Crosse. Please help us fill the pews. 
Sign up sheet in the gathering space.  

Homebound 

Do you feel the call to bring Holy Com-
munion to our Homebound? If so, sign up 
sheet is in the Narthex. Training provided. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, October 20, 6:00p 

Lector B Lesnewski 
 

Servers E Frank 
Ushers C King, J Jaenke 
 

Sunday, October 21 
Lector T Falbo 

 T Fischer, N Falbo, B Gruba 
Servers E Falbo, H Hoff,  
  R Knolymayer
Ushers J & L Vetterkind,  
  K Roberts, D Olson,  
Greeters M Quirk, M Miller 
Counters S & T Mayer, D Ziemann 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $3,742.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $3.50 
Plate ............................................ $345.50 
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,235.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............. $320.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $5,646.00 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Family Faith Formation 

A very big THANK YOU to the Knights of 
Columbus for providing our Confirmation 
families with a delicious spaghetti supper 
for our first gathering.  We're so grateful 
for your generosity!!  

All families in Family Formation and Con-
firmation are invited to our Family Ser-
vice Day on Sunday, October 21st. It'll be 
in the parish Hall after Mass. We'll do fun 
service projects and have coffee and do-
nuts, so please come! 

Mass Intentions 

If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention.  Also, please include whether 
or not the individual is living or deceased. 

  Rosary 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Hall Rental 

If you would like to rent the Parish Hall 
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie 
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400.  Needed:  a 
signed rental agreement, proof of liability 
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.  
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3 
months in advance.  Rental is available to 
parish members only. 

Parish News 

Women of the parish are invit-
ed to attend the Deanery Coun-
cil of Catholic Women Fall 
meeting on Tuesday, October 
23 at St. Olaf’s Church. Registra-

tion begins at 6:00pm and Mass is at 
6:30pm.  Kelly Christianson from the Bea-
con House will be our speaker.  Contact 
Julie Brindle at: julie.brindle@hpe.com 
with any questions. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

King’s Closet Coat Give-away 

The King’s Closet, along with Sacred Heart 
Hospital, had their BIG Coat Give-away on 
Saturday, October 6. They gave away 
coats, winter hats, and gloves. Thank you 
to everyone at St. Raymond’s and St. 
Mary’s who donated many items to make 
this event successful! Your generosity is 
appreciated! 

TV Mass - Please Attend 

All are invited to attend two Masses at 
Immaculate Conception Parish, in Eau 
Claire, on Monday, October 15 at 1:30p 
and 2:40p. These Masses will be recorded 
to be used as the TV Masses for the Dio-
cese of La Crosse. Please help us fill the 
pews. The sign-up sheet is available in the 
gathering space. 

World Mission Sunday 

Next weekend, we will celebrate World 
Mission Sunday. Pope Francis invites the 
entire Church to support the mission dio-
ceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islands, 
and parts of Latin America and Europe, 
where priests, religious and lay leaders 
serve the world’s most vulnerable com-
munities. Please keep the Pope’s missions 
in your prayers, and be generous in next 
week’s collection for the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith. An envelope is 
attached to this bulletin. Please return it 
next weekend. Thank you! 

Parish Council Nominations 

Next weekend we will begin solicitation 
of names to fill 3 vacancies on the Parish 
Council. Please prayerfully consider indi-
viduals who may represent our Parish in 
this role. Nomination forms will be availa-
ble in the bulletin and in the gathering 
space beginning next weekend. Please 
return the forms in the nomination box or 
to the parish office. Thank you! 

Church Feature 
(New to this corner of the bulletin: We 
will highlight a part of our Parish that 
you may not know about) 
 

Parish Socials 
Once a month, the parish social com-
mittee, led by Michelle Kuehn, hosts 
beverages and snacks at the end of 
Mass, in the gathering space. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to mingle with 
neighbors, friends and new parish mem-
bers. We also tie in the celebration of 
Wedding Anniversaries for that month. 
This weekend we are trying something 
new to make the gathering space more 
open. You will notice the missalettes will 
be collected in the back of Church, to 
allow the food to be in the center of the 
gathering space and chairs on the edges 
for those who may need to sit. Please let 
us know what you think! 



FORMED®  The Catholic Faith. On Demand. 

Here’s how easy it is to get FORMED:  Go to www.FORMED.org  
You should see the registration box for parishioners. Type the parish code listed below.  

Set up a username and a password.  Now you are all set to use all the great programs on 
FORMED.org anytime by simply logging in. 

 

FORMED.org/register       Enter Parish Code:  JR6NZW 
If you have any questions please contact: Marianne Callaghan at St. Raymond’s 

TALKS FOR YOUR COMMUTE 

FORMED® is an exciting new gateway to the best teaching videos, audio, and eBooks to deepen your parishioners’  
relationships with Christ and His Church. Available anytime and anywhere on most  computers and mobile devices.  

Check out these featured items on FORMED - October  

The Month of Mary and the Rosary 

Come, spend some time 
with Moses the Cat and the 
Cat.Chat Family as they talk 
about Mary, the Mother of 
our Lord and of man. It’s a 
celebration of this wonder-
ful woman who loved God 
and others so much that 
she dedicated her life to 
God’s plan to save us. 

Be led in the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary 
with this spoken Rosary set to music. Enter 
into some of the most triumphant moments 
in the lives of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
Blessed Virgin through this devotional prayer 
and accompanying Scripture passages. 

This book is the fruit of Fr. Dubay's many years of 
study and experience in spiritual direction. He synthe-
sizes the teachings on prayer of the two great doctors 
of the Church on prayer—St. John of the Cross and St. 
Teresa of Avila—and the teaching of Sacred Scripture. 
Here is an outstanding book on prayer and the spiritu-
al life written by one of the best spiritual directors 
and retreat masters of our time, and based on the 
writings of the Church's two greatest mystical doc-
tors. 


