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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

October 27 through November 4 
Sat., Oct. 27 4:00p SM † Richard Kremer 
  6:00p  SR † Barron Geisen 
Sun., Oct. 28 8:30a  SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
  11:00a SM † Virginia Weller 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Oct. 29 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Oct. 30 8:00a SR † Daniel Gorton 
Wed., Oct. 31 8:00a SM † Otto Hein 
  7:00p SM Donna Schultz Family 
Thu., Nov. 1 9:00a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  7:00p SR † Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Burlager 
Fri. Nov. 2 9:00a SM Sharon Stearns 
Sat., Nov. 3 9:00a SM Fr. Derek Sakowski 
  4:00p SM  † Love Schuster 
  6:00p SR † Charles Blankenship 
Sun., Nov. 4 8:30a SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † Everett Reed 
  1:00p SM † Marcelene Zona  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Evangelization: The Barnabas Option 

In the Acts of the Apostles, Barnabas 
offers a shining example of Christian evan-
gelization – one that any baptized person 
can learn. 

He goes to Antioch, a pagan Greek city, 
where many are beginning to experience 
the call to conversion. As Luke describes, 
“When he arrived and saw the grace of 
God, he rejoiced and encouraged them all 

to remain faithful to the Lord in firmness of heart, for he was a 
good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and faith. And a large num-
ber of people was added to the Lord” (Acts 11:23-24). 

Barnabas followed three simple steps: (1) He saw; (2) He re-
joiced; (3) He encouraged. 

Barnabas saw. He noticed what God was doing. How? Not by 
himself, but because he was “a good man, filled with the Holy 
Spirit and faith.” 

From start to finish, evangelization is God’s work. The Father 
draws every single human being to himself. The Holy Spirit is al-
ways there, ready to work within our hearts.  Perhaps we harden 
our hearts, in which case conversion will not happen. God will 
simply wait in love, like the Father waiting for the prodigal son. 
But if there is even the tiniest crack or opening, the Holy Spirit 
will begin working the grace of conversion. 

If the evangelist is guided by the Holy Spirit, he will notice what 
the same Holy Spirit is doing in the other person’s heart. He will 
see. He will rejoice. 

Barnabas rejoiced. The work of the Holy Spirit is always cause for 
joy. Any sign of progress, no matter how small, should be cele-
brated. Growing and maturing spiritually is so much like the pro-
cess of little children growing up. Most of us find great joy in 
watching a baby speak his first words or take his first steps. We 
communicate that joy with enthusiastic encouragement. 

Barnabas encouraged. Literally, Barnabas means “son of encour-
agement” – in Greek, huios paraklēseōs. Notice how paraklēseōs 
is related to “Paraclete” – the title Jesus uses for himself and for 
the Holy Spirit. They are both sent by the Father to encourage, to 
console, to comfort, to advocate, and to heal. 

We all need encouragement. We always have and always will. 
We need it from God and we need it from at least some other 
human beings in our life. 

Indeed, brain science shows us that encouragement is how we 
learn to change at any stage in life – whether as little children or 
as “old dogs” who think we can’t learn any new tricks. Through 
small releases of dopamine, the pleasure center of our brain rein-
forces the lesson learned. Feeling encouraged by the small suc-
cess, we desire to keep going. Success builds on success. It’s how 
little children learn, and it’s also how we adults change. Unfortu-
nately, product peddlers, video game makers, social media engi-
neers, and pornographers also understand this truth about how 
the brain works. In their case, they count on doses of dopamine 
leading people, step-by-step, into an addiction. 

It is step-by-step that we get mired in sin. It is step-by-step that 
God heals and restores us. As Gregory the Great once said, we do 

not get to the top of the mountain by one great leap, but by 
steps. Barnabas intuitively understood that point. He allowed the 
Holy Spirit to work in his heart, aiding him to see and rejoice and 
encourage. 

Why do Christians today struggle to evangelize? I see at least 
three attitudes that block successful evangelization from happen-
ing. 

First, there is lukewarmness and mediocrity. Many Christians 
want that which is comfortable and familiar. They want their reg-
ular worship time, their regular seat, the same old parish activi-
ties, and they sure as heck don’t want any challenging change. 
Even priests and bishops are not immune to this apathy. Hopeful-
ly today we can see that “business as usual” has not been work-
ing for us! 

Secondly, there is a spirit of fear and timidity. Yes, devout Chris-
tians typically want to see growth in their parishes. But they 
often see themselves as not educated enough to evangelize, not 
having the tools or skills. Barnabas shows us that the Holy Spirit is 
the primary evangelizing force. Do we really believe? If so, we 
can call down the Holy Spirit to equip our hearts. We can be con-
fident that the same Holy Spirit is truly at work in the heart of the 
person we are speaking Good News to. We can always call on the 
Holy Spirit to help us see and rejoice and encourage what is 
there. He will. 

Thirdly, there is a Pharisaical fear. Instead of seeing and rejoicing 
and encouraging, we smack people with the rules. We try to fix 
their problems. We start telling them all the things they need to 
do. When the Holy Spirit is working, full conversion will ultimate-
ly happen – we don’t have to panic or rush it! Like children, they 
grow into it step-by-step. But if they don’t experience that divine 
encouragement they are more likely to feel overwhelmed and 
turn away. 

I must admit that I was guilty of Pharisaical fear myself. My 
wounds of shame and fear led me to be overly concerned with 
“following the rules.” I had to be good enough to be loved by 
God. I knew, intellectually, that God was an all-loving Father. But 
my heart struggled to internalize that truth. Unfortunately, as a 
spiritual father, I think I may sometimes have passed on the 
wrong message. I probably also missed a few opportunities to 
evangelize.  I’ve been learning to surrender the urge to be in con-
trol and instead to be like Barnabas. It’s amazing how the Holy 
Spirit takes over from there! 

 

 

 

DIOCESE of LA CROSSE 
The Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, D.D., 
Bishop of La Crosse, makes the following announcement: 
 

The Reverend Francis Thadathil, MSFS, with the permission of 
the Reverend George Panthanmackel, Provincial of the 
Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales of the Northeast India 
Province, is appointed Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish in 
Eau Claire, with residence at the parish rectory, effective October 
11, 2018. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Lost and Found 
Stop by the Lost and Found item box to pick up misplaced items. 
Box is placed across from the entrance to our Parish Hall. Items 
will be donated on November 1. Remember the Lost and Found 
Box has dishes left behind as well. Please remember to pick up 
lost items before November 1. 

All Saints Day Mass 
Wednesday, October 31 come celebrate Mass at 7pm at St. 
Mary’s. Thursday, November 1 is All Saints’ Day and a Holy Day 
of Obligation. Mass will be celebrated at 9am at St. Mary’s and 
at 7pm at St. Raymond’s.  

Día de Todos los Santos 
Miércoles, 31 de octubre se celebrará Misa a las 7pm en St. 
Mary’s. Jueves, 1 de noviembre es día de Todos los Santos y día 
de Obligación. Se celebrará Misa a las 9am en St. Mary’s y a las 
7pm en St. Raymond’s. 

Scrip  
Fall is here that means Christmas is near! Don’t forget to pur-
chase scrip cards for travel expenses and gifts at no extra cost 
while supporting your parish.  

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Mark Willer and volunteer 
11:00a – Michelle Tan and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 19 
Amount Sold .......................... $3,030.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $179.21 
Monthly Profit ........................... $884.24 

Thank you! 

Formed.org  

As Catholics, one thing that sets us apart from other Christians 
is our veneration of Mary and the saints, which we celebrate 
this week on All Saints Day. This week on FORMED.org, discover 
why we ask Mary and other “dead people” to pray for us. The 
answer will give you a framework for understanding the 
Church’s view of life after death and what we call “The Com-
munion of Saints.” Go to formed.org and watch Symbolon 
Knowing the Faith, Episode 9: Mary and the Saints.  

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus are meeting on Monday, 
November 5, 2018 in Council Chambers, located in St. 
Mary’s lower level. 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, November 3, 4:00pm 

Lector J Spalding 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, D Wogernese 
A. Server M Niedzwiecki 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, C Tiry, 
 B Webster, A Tiry 
 

Sunday, November 4, 11:00am 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers R Hadt, L Kovacevich 
A. Server C Thurner 
S. Server C Thurner 
Ushers R Smeltzer, R Stephenson, 
  C Duffy, F Chukwudelunzu 
 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $5,074.00 
Teens/Children ........................... $16.05 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $473.00 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,563.05 
 

Capital Campaign  .................. $1,015.00 

 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or 
to  volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048. 
Please pray for those who are expecting: Elizabeth John-
son and Lia Mayenschein.  

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Immaculate Conception Parish Fall Festival 

Sunday, November 11, 2018 from 9am-2pm. Mass will be cele-
brated at 10:30am featuring combined Immaculate Conception 
Choirs. Dinner served from 11am-1:30pm, cost adults $10, chil-
dren 6-12 $5 children under 6 free. Meal includes; pork loin, 
roasted chicken, macaroni and cheese, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
corn, carrots, coleslaw, dinner rolls, dessert, coffee, and milk.   

Adorers Needed 

Prayer partners are needed for Adoration in The 
Benedictine Chapel, located at 322 Fulton St., Eau 
Claire, on Mondays from noon-1:00p. To sign-up as 
an adorer for this or other time slots or to be on the 
substitute list, contact Ann at 715-874-5794. 

Prayer Chain 

To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, please 
contact Janet Fox via email at generalbook@charter.net or call 
715-529-1587.  

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Sunday, November 4. Re-
member to turn your clock 
back one hour at 2:00a. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Thursday, November 1, 7:00p 
Lector D Sorge 

 
Servers J Campbell, T & E Falbo, 
  D Messerschmidt 
Ushers B Severinski, B & D Sorge, 
  J Vetterkind 
Greeters J Wolcott, P Gentry 

Saturday, November 3, 6:00p 

Lector R Schmitt 
 

Servers B Lesniewski 
Ushers M Rockow, J Sauter 

Sunday, November 4, 8:30a 
Lector T Fischer 

 B Gruba, J Bowers, J Rollins 
Servers E, I & J Frank 
Ushers B Severinski, D Olson, 
  C & J Rollins 
Greeters D, L, C & A Olson 
Counters 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $2,337.00 
World Mission Collection ........... $545.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $3.50 
Plate ............................................ $275.00 
Capital Campaign ..................... $3,555.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $6,715.50 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Church Feature 
(New to this corner of the bulletin: We 
will highlight a part of our Parish that 
you may not know about) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration/Confessions 
Thursday evening at St. Raymond’s is an 
evening you can spend with the Lord in 
Adoration and also take advantage of 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Eucha-
ristic Adoration is from 5:00p-10:00p 
and confessions are from 7:00-9:00p. On 
the left hand side of the gathering space 
is a table filled with devotional reading 
that you use to direct your time in front 
of the Holy Eucharist. The confessional is 
located in the Church, in the back right 
hand corner and the line forms on the 
left hand side, behind the pews. A table 
in the back of Church has guides to help 
you prepare for confession. Come spend 
time with the Lord! 

Pastoral Council Nominations 

This weekend we continue solicitation of 
names to fill 3 vacancies on the Pastoral 
Council. Please prayerfully consider indi-
viduals who may represent our Parish in 
this role. Nomination forms are available 
in the gathering space. Please return the 
forms to the nomination box or to the 
parish office. Thank you! 

Altar Servers Needed 

Please consider serving God by serving at 
the altar during Mass. We need dedicated 
servers from 4th to 8th grade and 
attendant servers from 9th grade through 
adults. There will be a new server training 
after Mass this Sunday, October 28. 
Please contact Tom Falbo at 715-878-
4767 with any questions. 

Family Faith Formation 
Thank you to all the families who partici-
pated in Service Day! We had a fantastic 
turnout and it was a really fun morning. 
We made a lot of great things to share 
with people in our community so thank 
you for your great work!!! 
Our next K-8 Class: 
Confirmation: Our 10th grade sponsor 
meeting will be at St. Raymond's on No-
vember 14 during class time.  

All Saints Day Mass 
Thursday, November 1 is All Saints’ Day 
and a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass will be 
at 7:00p at St. Raymond’s, with incense, 
and 9:00a at St. Mary’s. There will be no 
8:00a Mass at St. Raymond’s that morn-
ing. 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Homebound Visits 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

November Wedding Anniversaries 

If you will be celebrating 
your wedding anniversary in 
the month of November, 
please sign up in the gather-

ing space to receive a special blessing 
after the Masses on November 3 & 4. 

Welcome New Members! 

Please welcome these new members to 
our Parish: 

Terry & Mary Wright & Family 
Michael & Anita Draper & Family 
Mike and Ronda Rindy & Family 

Saint Michael Prayer 

Bishop Callahan has requested that the 
St. Michael prayer be recited within the 
Diocese, at all Masses, to protect and 
renew the Church. At St. Raymond’s we 
will recite it before the opening hymn. 
The prayer is located on the back of the 
missalette in the blue book. 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Sunday, November 4. Re-
member to turn your clock 
back one hour at 2:00a. 



Saint John’s Bible 

The Word of God 
The Bible is the best selling, most read book in the world. In 
1999 the Monks of St. John’s Monastery, Collegeville, Minne-
sota commissioned Donald Jackson, Senior Illuminator to the 
Queen of England, to create the first handwritten and illumi-
nated Bible since the invention of the printing press. Taking 
seven years, seven volumes were created. The Smithsonian 
Magazine has said “The Saint John’s Bible is One of the ex-
traordinary undertakings of our time.” To get more infor-
mation about the Saint John’s Bible go to 
www.saintjohnsbible.org. 
 

Permanent Display at St. Raymond’s 
Now on display in the gathering space at St. Raymond’s is an 
edition of one of the seven volumes of the Saint John’s Bible. 
Please stop and take a moment to look at the Gospels and 
Acts book. “This beautiful book with 136 pages of sacred text 
and 25 exquisite illuminations form a visual reflection on 
scripture.” The page of the book will be turned to the Gospel 
for that weekend. A purpose for the Saint John’s Bible is to 
connect and unify all Christian People. When you are looking 
at the Gospel for the weekend, know that 6,000 people from 
12 Churches in the Chippewa Valley are also looking at the 
same pages. “Ecumenical appeal was one of the goals of the 
Bible. We celebrate the power of the Saint John’s Bible to 
speak across multiple faith traditions.” 
 

Be a Page Turner for St. Raymond 
Thanks to Dick Cable, 300 people in the Chippewa Valley are 
now turning the Gospel pages. At St. Raymond’s we have 
Page Turners: Dick Ziemann, Sue and Katie Bornick, Patty and 
Scott Barth, Janet and Bob Lesniewski, Julie and Pieter Graas-
kamp. These people are turning the Gospel pages and sharing 
the Gospel message with their neighbors in the Chippewa 
Valley. If you are interested in being a Page Turner please 
contact Bob Lesniewski, oblSB at bobjanetski@yahoo.com. A 
small commitment of time, a huge meaning for our commu-
nity.  

– Submitted by Bob Lesniewski, oblSB, 
            St. Raymond’s Parishioner 

Donald Jackson, Senior Illuminator 

This image is 
from the 
beginning of 
the Gospel 
according to 
John 

Saint John’s Bible - First handwritten Bible in 500 years 

“The Birth of 
Christ” illumina-
tion on display 
in the St. John’s 
Bible Gallery,  
Collegeville, MN 


