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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

November 3 through November 11 
Sat., Nov. 3 9:00a SM Fr. Derek Sakowski 
  4:00p SM † Love Schuster 
  6:00p  SR † Charles Blankenship 
Sun., Nov. 4 8:30a  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † Everett Reed 
  1:00p SM † Marcelene Zona 
Mon., Nov. 5 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Nov. 6 8:00a SR † Paul Ellis & Shawn Bonney 
Wed., Nov. 7  8:00a SM † Peter Aumann 
Thu., Nov. 8 8:00a SR † Richard Publisi 
Fri., Nov. 9 9:00a SM † Franc Vogrinec 
Sat., Nov. 10 4:00p SM † Love Schuster 
  6:00p SR David Nowicki 
Sun., Nov. 11 8:30a SR † Robbie Zanko 
  11:00a SM † Gary Soley 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

Pray for the Living and the Dead 
Praised be Jesus Christ! 

The month of November has been tradi-
tionally set apart by the Catholic Church 
for centuries as a time to remember and 
pray for our deceased loved ones and for 
all of the holy souls in purgatory, the 
Church Suffering. To pray for the living 
and the dead is one of the 7 Spiritual 
Works of Mercy. Incidentally, my least 

favorite one of those 7 spiritual works of mercy is “bear wrongs 
patiently.” I have been getting a lot of opportunities in the past 
couple of years to grow in this regard by means of living with 
older priests. ;)  

The merciful work of praying for the dead is part of our Christian 
dignity and duty to offer spiritual sacrifices of praise and prayer 
to Almighty God on behalf of others. There are many practices 
and prayers that we can do during the month of November. My 
suggestions: Visit a cemetery with your family and pray for your 
deceased family members and tell stories about them to your 
children or grandchildren. I cherish the stories my family told 
about my grandmother who passed away when I was two years 
old. Pray the “Eternal rest” prayer. Have Masses offered for your 
deceased loved ones.  

There is much more I could say about praying for the dead. How-
ever, I want to focus on praying for the living, especially for those 
who are nearing the end of their earthly life, a topic that we 
priests should talk about more often. How do I help prepare my-
self (or someone I love) for death? Most Catholics are familiar 
with the idea of “Last Rites,” but what are they? They are some 
of the most powerful graces that Jesus entrusted to the Church 
to help prepare His faithful for a happy death. 

“Last Rites” actually include a bunch of different prayers and Sac-
raments which can occur at various times, from first discovering 
that one is seriously ill to one’s final days. They include: 1) The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession. 2) Receiving the Sacra-
ment of the Holy Eucharist. When given to those who are dying, 
it is called “viaticum,” which means, “food for the journey.” 3) 
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, also known as “Extreme 
Unction.”  

These three Sacraments are extremely powerful, especially when 
received by one who is seriously ill or in danger of death. Confes-
sion and Holy Communion have to be received at a point in the 
illness when the sick person is still conscious and able to com-
municate and swallow. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick can be given at any time before death, but it is more person-
ally advantageous for the sick person if they are conscious and 
able to participate in the prayers. One does not have to be “near 
death’s door” in order to receive these Sacraments. In fact, it is 
better to receive them sooner rather than later! I think that many 
people have been mistakenly taught that they should wait until 
“the end is near” before they call the priest and ask for the “Last 
Rites.” But that often deprives the sick person of many graces. A 
good general rule is, “When in doubt, call the priest.”  

Another “last rite” is called the “Commendation of the Dying.” 
This is a beautiful set of prayers said with someone who has only 

a few days or weeks in this life. The purpose of these prayers is to 
commend them to our merciful God and to help them “face the 
natural human anxiety about death by imitating Christ in His pa-
tient suffering and dying.” This “last rite” includes a set of short 
texts and a reading from the Bible, the Litany of the Saints, the 
prayer of commendation, prayers after death, and prayers for the 
family and friends.  

I remember the first time I witnessed the Commendation prayers 
when I was a seminarian. They are beautifully powerful. Here is 
one of them: “Go forth, Christian soul, from this world in the 
name of God the almighty Father, who created you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, who suffered for you, in the 
name of the Holy Spirit, who was poured out upon you, go forth, 
faithful Christian. May you live in peace this day, may your home 
be with God in Zion, with Mary, the virgin Mother of God, with 
Joseph, and all the angels and saints.”  

In addition to calling for a priest to request one or all of the “Last 
Rites,” there is are many good things that anyone can do without 
a priest being present. I recently acquired an old book that gives 
good instructions and advice about assisting the dying. “When 
any one is in danger of death the first duty is to tell them so. It is 
a crime not to let them know their danger, whatever the doctor 
may sometimes say to the contrary… Send for a priest as soon as 
possible. Read or say prayers with the sick person; especially Acts 
of Contrition… Sometimes friends and neighbors can do [this] 
better than near relations.” When caring for the gravely ill and 
the dying: “Be always patient, kind, and generous with the sick. 
Let none but good people come near the dying. Let there be in 
their hearing no foolish or worldly talk. Let a Crucifix or pious 
picture hang before them.” “A dying person is exposed to many 
dangers from mental and bodily weakness, and from the tempta-
tions of the devil when the soul is between time and eternity; 
and therefore to assist one to die well is a most charitable act; 
for ‘A friend loves at all times, and a brother is proved in adversi-
ty’ (Proverbs 17:17).”  

A friend loves at all times. By our prayers and good deeds, may 
we be friends of the dying and those who have died. May we all 
live in peace this day and in eternity.  

TV Masses 
The Diocesan Office of Sacred Worship would like to express 
its sincere gratitude for the generosity of the people of St. 
Mary Parish in Altoona and St. Raymond of Peñafort at Fall 
Creek for the sharing of their time and talent during the re-
cent TV Mass Ministry recordings on Monday, October 22 at 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Eau Claire.  We 
kindly, also, express appreciation to Father Derek Sakowski 
for the sharing his ministry.  May God bless you for your time 
and kind assistance!  Your TV Masses will broadcast on Sun-
day, December 2 (1st Sunday of Advent) and Sunday, De-
cember 9 (2nd Sunday of Advent) on the following station in 
Eau Claire: Channel 18 (Air) at 9:30a Sunday. They can also 
be viewed on the Diocesan website after 4:00p on each of 
the Friday’s preceding the Sunday airing at www.diolc.org/
sacredworship. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Social Sunday 
Social Sunday is on Sunday, November 11th after 11am Mass. 
Join us for some fellowship and refreshments.  

Marriage Anniversary Blessing 
If you will be celebrating your anniversary in the month of No-
vember and would like to receive a special blessing after the 
11am Mass on Sunday, November 11th, please sign-up in the 
gathering space.  

Scrip 
Fall is here that means Christmas is near! Don’t forget to check 
out St. Mary’s Holiday Scrip Order Form, created specially for 
the seasons.   

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a – Janet Fox and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 17 
Amount Sold .......................... $4,470.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $262.43 
Monthly Profit ........................ $1,146.67 

Thank you! 

Family Faith Formation 

Family Faith Formation this Wednesday! K-8th graders and 
parents, remember we meet for our monthly class this Wednes-
day, November 7. Here are the details: 
Topic: See You at the Finish Line: The Final Coming! 
Meal: Pulled Pork and Fixins from 5:30pm-6pm. 
Confession: Don’t forget, confession is also available at 
5:30pm! 
Time: Class for parents and all students runs from 6:15-
7:30pm. 
Guest Speakers: Josh Cooley will be the special guest speaker 
for English parents and Fr. Sakowski will be the guest speaker 
for Hispanic parents! 
Middle School Youth Group next Sunday! All 6-8th graders are  
invited to a deanery-wide Youth Group for games, snacks, Bible 
teaching, small groups, friends and prayer. Our next gathering is 
Sunday, November 11th form 6:00-7:30pm. We meet at the 
Rubenzer’s Home, 6104 White Owl Lane. Find more details at 
ECDYouthMinistry.com or call Jacqueline at 414-698-6040.   

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus are meeting on Monday, 
November 5, 2018 in Council Chambers, located in St. 
Mary’s lower level. 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, Month 10, 4:00pm 

Lector J Nelson 

Servers G Wolterstorff, A Leis 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve J Bechly 
Ushers W Liedl, J Hayden, 
 G Wolterstorff, P Connell 
 

Sunday, Month 11, 11:00am 
Lector J Nyberg 

Servers Ad Riccardi, A Rosener 
A. Server J Fox 
S. Server J Fox 
Ushers R Smeltzer, D Kamrowski, 
  D McNamara, C Duffy 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $9,714.30 
Mission Sunday ......................... $250.00 
Holy Day ...................................... $35.00 
Teens/Children ............................. $7.48 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $711.55 
Total Envelope & Plate ....... $10,718.33 

 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, birth/due date, request a meal, or to 
volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048. 
Please pray for those who are expecting: Elizabeth John-
son and Lia Mayenschein.  

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

To add a name or prayer intentions to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox via 
email at generalbook@charter.net or call 
715-529-1587. 

Prayer Chain 

Formed.org 

To what kind of love are you called? This week on Formed.org 
check out Episode 9 of the Series Lectio: Peter, where, crossing 
traditional lines that separate people and cultures, Dr. Tim Gray 
shows how Peter points the Church to an all-encompassing 
love. Discover how the New Covenant embraces all people, 
even those once our enemies. 

Immaculate Conception Parish Fall Festival 

Sunday, November 11, 2018 from 9am-2pm. Mass will be cele-
brate at 10:30am featuring combined Immaculate Conception 
Choirs. Dinner served from 11am-1:30pm, cost adults $10, chil-
dren 6-12 $5 and children under 6 free. Meal includes; pork loin, 
roasted chicken, macaroni and cheese, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
corn, carrots, coleslaw, dinner rolls, dessert, coffee, and milk.  

Encuentro de Jóvenes de Adviento 

Retiro de jóvenes en WI, Dells desde 23-25 de noviembre. Para 
jóvenes de grados 6-12. ¡Va a cambiar su vida! Pregunte en la 
oficina parroquial, hable con Jessica o Carmen.  



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, November 10, 6:00p 

Lector A Beimborn 
 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers J Jaenke, C King 
 

Sunday, November 11, 8:30a 
Lector J Ceranski 

 N Falbo, J & L Vetterkind 
Servers T Falbo, R Knolmayer, 
  M Hoff 
Ushers J Krupka, K Roberts, 
  P & J Quirk 
Greeters J & K Krupka 
Counters D LeMere, S & T Mayer 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults .....................................  $4,416.00 
World Mission Collection ........... $120.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $2.25 
Plate............................................ $225.50 
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,075.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............ $240.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $6,078.75 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Parish News 

The next PCCW meeting will be 
Thursday, November 8 at 6:30p. 
All women of the parish are invit-
ed to attend. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will 
have their next meeting Mon-
day, November 12 at 7:00p. 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Church Feature 
(New to this corner of the bulletin: We 
will highlight a part of our Parish that 
you may not know about) 
 

Communion to the Homebound 
We are truly blessed in our parish and in 
St. Mary’s parish to have a team of vol-
unteers who minister to our homebound 
parishioners. We visit 120 homebound 
parishioners in 23 Area Nursing homes 
and private homes. Father Sakowski and 
Fr. Sedlacek say Mass or have a Com-
munion service in a nursing home, every 
Thursday. Carla Kostka at St. Raymond’s 
and Iwona Lewis at St. Mary’s lead this 
ministry and take care of a list of 39 vol-
unteers. If you have a loved one who 
would like to have Holy Communion 
brought to them or if you would like to 
be part of this ministry contact Carla at 

Family Faith Formation 
Thank you to all the families who partici-
pated in Service Day! We had a fantastic 
turnout and it was a really fun morning. 
We made a lot of great things to share 
with people in our community so thank 
you for your great work!!! 
Our next K-8 Class: 
Confirmation: Our 10th grade sponsor 
meeting will be at St. Raymond's on No-
vember 14 during class time.  
Confirmation families: we need your 
help delivering our November food drive 
donations to St. Francis Food Pan-
try.  You'll have the chance to sign up in 
class. Great family project!  

   

Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  
 

Advent Items 
The PCCW will offer advent items and 
devotionals next weekend after both 
Masses, on November 10 & 11. Please 
stop by to get your advent candles! 
 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Saint Michael Prayer 

Bishop Callahan has requested that the 
St. Michael prayer be recited within the 
Diocese, at all Masses, to protect and 
renew the Church. At St. Raymond’s we 
will recite it before the opening hymn. 
The prayer is located on the back of the 
missalette in the blue book. 

Sojourner House Benefit 

Bishop Callahan and Catholic Charities 
cordially invite you to the 11th Annual 
Evening in the Chippewa Valley, bene-
fitting the Sojourner House on Friday, 
November 30 at Sacred Heart Hospital in 
Eau Claire. The evening begins at 6:00p 
and cost is $50 per person. Please visit 
our website at www.cclse.org for more 
information, to purchase tickets or a 
sponsorship. Hope to see you there! 

Newly Baptized - Congratulations! 

Crispin Edmund & Damian James Draper 
Parents: Michael & Anita Draper 

Braelynn Elizabeth Poehnelt 
Parents: Eric & Angelic Poehnelt 

Lily Ann Fradette 
Parents: Bryan & Allyssa Fradette 

Book of Remembrance 

The book of Remembrance will be dis-
played in our gathering space for the 
month of November, traditionally the 
month when we pray for the faithfully 
departed. Please feel free to add a page 
with your family and loved ones names so 
we can remember them in our prayers.  

Widows/Widowers Blessing 

On the weekend of November 24 & 25 
we will have a special blessing after the 
Masses for Widows and Widowers in our 
Parish. Please sign up in the gathering 
space for this special blessing. 




