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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
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Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

November 10 through November 18 
Sat., Nov. 10 4:00p SM † Love Schuster 
  6:00p  SR David Nowicki 
Sun., Nov.  11 8:30a  SR † Robbie Zanko 
  11:00a SM † Gary Soley 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Nov. 12 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Nov. 13 8:00a SR † Kaye Wright 
Wed., Nov. 14  8:00a SM † Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter 
Thu., Nov. 15 8:00a SR † Barbara Puglisi 
  11:00a  Mass at Oakwood Villa 
Fri., Nov. 16 9:00a SM † Edward Swatzina 
Sat., Nov. 17 4:00p SM † Carol Mayer 
  6:00p SR † Dennis Smith 
Sun., Nov. 18 8:30a SR † 
  11:00a SM † Cherie & Stephen Boley 
  1:00p SM † Mary Anne Ganruda 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

The Lost Coin – 
     Wisdom from Gregory of Nyssa 
 

You are a beloved child of God. He made 
you good and beautiful, in his own image 
and likeness. You are cherished by him, 
chosen by him, and precious to him. He 
desires your heart and longs for you to be 
intimately close to him. He doesn’t want 
your achievements and accomplishments; 

he wants you – all of you. His greatest joy, shared by the angels 
and saints in heaven, is when you turn to him with all your heart 
and receive his total and unconditional Fatherly love for you. 

If you are like me, you know those truths on an intellectual and 
theological level, but struggle to believe them and receive them 
with all your heart. In our more reflective moments, we painfully 
realize the magnitude of our sinful choices. We have damaged 
our relationships with God and others and self. We have become 
lost. There is, in the end, no denying that painful truth. 

In the menacing shadow of our sinfulness, we fear that we are no 
longer lovable. Like Adam and Eve in the garden, we hide from 
love and protect ourselves. We minimize our struggle and our 
pain in the presence of others and of God. In resisting vulnerabil-
ity, we “safely” block out the love that is being freely offered to 
us. Then we end up feeling even more alone and unloved, and 
the cycle of sin begins anew. In the depths of our heart we yearn 
to be loved for who we are, but in our fear of rejection we dare 
not dream that dream. 

In the 300’s, Saint Gregory of Nyssa offered a profound reflection 
on the parable of the Lost Coin in Luke 15. Gregory has to be one 
of the most overlooked and underappreciated Christian authors 
of all time. He was an intellectual giant in the fields of philosophy 
and theology. In an age that was much confused about the Trini-
ty, he offered keen insight into how it is possible for God to be an 
eternal communion of love, three persons yet truly one God. 
Others were thinking in terms of separate substances; he was 
thinking in terms of relationship and an eternal communion of 
love. He “got it” about God. 

He also really “got” the full truth of what it means to be human 
beings made in God’s image. He takes sin quite seriously, yet 
views our sinfulness as our condition. It is not who we are. It is 
not our identity. In our brokenness and distress, we tend to iden-
tify ourselves with our sins – but that is not how God sees us. We 
remain his precious children. The divine likeness that we bear is 
smeared and soiled, buried and hidden – yet remains what it 
always was. We are always God’s precious children. 

That is where the image of the Lost Coin comes in. We are made 
in the likeness of God. Just as a coin is stamped with the image of 
the emperor or king, so are we stamped with God’s own likeness. 
Just as a coin is made from precious metal, so are we made “very 
good” in God’s design. 

He entrusts us with a universe that is resplendent with truth and 
goodness and beauty. And we soil and tarnish it. By our own free 

choices, we choose lesser goods rather than real relationships, 
and we sully ourselves. 

Yes, the shiny coin held proudly in God’s hands chooses to slip 
out and dive deeply into the muck. In its outward filth and 
stench, the coin becomes lost and barely recognizable for what it 
is. Yet inside it remains what it always was. In the words of Jesus, 
“The Kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21). 

Without the grace of Jesus, we cannot recover that lost coin, that 
goodness and truth and beauty that is yet within us. Like the 
woman in the parable, we can find other coins. We can do good 
and grow in virtues. We can achieve and accomplish and serve. 
But, unaided by grace and faith, that one coin will always elude 
us. Only when we light the lamp of faith and call on the aid of 
Jesus can we find that lost coin. 

Even though sin is secondary, its effects are very real. We will 
need the purifying grace of Jesus to cleanse the mire and filth 
that has covered over the coin. It can be quite painful to be vul-
nerable and surrender ourselves to that purification and cleans-
ing. But then the inner beauty of the coin – always there and 
never really lost – shines forth once again. At its core it remains 
the precious metal that it always was. It has lost none of its true 
worth. It still bears the mark of the King of Kings. 

As Luke tells us, the angels and saints are eagerly cheering us on. 
There is more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over all the others who (think they) have no need of repent-
ance. The citizens of heaven yearn for those moments when the 
light of Christ breaks through, when we “come to our senses” like 
the prodigal son and surrender ourselves to our Father’s love. 
They erupt into joyful cheers when we once again believe the full 
truth about ourselves – that we are precious and beloved chil-
dren of God, who belong in the house of our Father. Then the 
healing grace of Christ restores us, and his glory shines forth for 
all to see. 

If you are interested in reading other reflections by Fr. Sakowski, 
visit his blog at www.abideinlove.com 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Facebook Page 
Keep up to date with the latest on St. Mary’s own Facebook 
page.  

Scrip 
Fall is here, that means Christmas is near! Check out St. Mary’s 
Holiday Scrip Order Form, created specially for the season.  

Mass Time 
There will be NO Mass at St. Mary’s on Wednesday, November 
21st or Friday, November 23rd. There WILL be Thanksgiving Day 
Mass at St. Raymond’s on Thursday, November 22nd at 9am. 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a – Michelle Tan and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 19 
Amount Sold .......................... $5,610.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $274.91 

Thank you! 

Family Faith Formation 

Middle School Youth Group this week! All 6-8th graders are 
invited to a deanery-wide Youth Group for games, snacks, Bible 
teaching, small groups, friends and prayers. Join us this Sunday, 
November 11 from 6:00-7:30pm at the Rubenzer’s Home, 6104 
White Owl Lane. Find details at ECDYouthMinistry.com or call 
Jacqueline at 414-698-6040. 
Family Formation Parents, check your email on Thursdays for 
Jacqueline’s weekly tips to help with your home lessons. (Not 
getting these emails? Call Jacqueline for help at 414-698-6040). 
Confirmation this Wednesday! All 9th and 10th graders meet 
at St. Mary’s this Wednesday from 6:30-8:00pm. At our gather-
ing this week, teens will experience Confession + Adoration + 
Worship during a modified Encounter night.  
RCIA meets this Thursday! Topic is Liturgical Seasons, at St 
Mary’s from 6:30-8:30pm. 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, November 17, 4:00pm 

Lector D Wogernese 

Servers L Frank, I Petersilka 
A. Server M Nuesse 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, R Verdegan, 
 M Kloss, H Talley 
 

Sunday, November 18, 11:00am 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers C Chilson, T Chilson 
A. Server J Mullenberg 
S. Server J Mullenberg 
Ushers R Stephenson, R Mullenberg, 
  M Chilson, F Chukwudelunzu 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $5,672.00 
Holy Day Envelopes…………………$693.51 
Teens/Children ............................. $6.25 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $486.17 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $6,857.93 
 

Capital Campaign  .................. $1,835.60 

 

To add a name, due date/birth date, 
request a meal, or volunteer, call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048. 

Please pray for those who are expecting: 
Elizabeth Johnson and Lia Mayenschein.  

Elizabeth Ministry St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Advent Day of Prayer 

Please join us at St. Anthony Spirituality Center in Marathon, WI 
on Sunday, December 9th from 9:00am-4:00pm for our annual 
Advent Day of Prayer. This year’s Advent Day of Prayer, Facilitat-
ed by Sr. Sandy Setterlund, FSPA, will prepare us to journey with 
Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, pondering in our hearts, as 
Mary did, what the Nativity of the Lord means to each of us and 
how we can honor the gifts of Jesus’ birth always. The day in-
cludes celebration of Sunday Mass as well as continental break-
fast and the noon meal. The cost for this day is $45. Please call 
St. Anthony’s at 715-443-2236 or visit sarcenter.com  to register 
for this day of prayer. If you would like to stay at St. Anthony’s 
on the night before or after this event, please call to inquire the 
cost and availability of overnight accommodations.  

Eau Claire Catholic Women’s Club 

On Monday, November 12th the Eau Claire Catholic Women’s 
Club will hold a baby shower at St. Olaf’s Parish. Beginning at 
1:00pm in the church with a Rosary for the unborn. Followed by 
refreshments in the Father Agnew Center. Please bring your 
baby gifts unwrapped. Items needed: diapers and pull ups (all 
sizes), wipes, baby outfits, sleepers, onesies, new toddler toys 
and clothes, baby wash and shampoo. Don’t forget something 
for mom! Let us support our young mothers seeking help 
through Catholic Charities. For more information about this 
event, call  Carol Adams at 715-514-3567. 

St. Mary’s Fall Clean up 

Thank you! To all who volunteered their time and efforts to 
keep our Church surroundings clean. It was a success.  

Widows/Widowers Blessings 

On the weekend of November 24th & 25th we will have a special 
blessing after the Masses for Widows and Widowers in our Par-
ish. Please sign up in the gathering space for this special bless-
ing. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, November 17, 6:00p 

Lector B Lesniewski 
C Bearrood, K Pfaff 

Servers J Campbell 
Ushers A Christ, K Falch 
 

Sunday, November 18, 8:30a 
Lector M Callaghan 

 J Bowers, L Hinrichs, 
  C Kostka 
Servers J Rollins, C & P Callaghan 
Ushers B Gruba, T Lindgren 
  M Miller, M Quirk 
Greeters C & D Fiser 
Counters P & S Barth, P Gentry 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................  $4,182.00 
Holy Day Envelopes .................. $510.00 
Youth Envelopes ........................... $3.50 
Plate .......................................... $418.50 
Capital Campaign ................... $1,670.00 
World Mission Collection ........... $25.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ..... $6,809.00 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Parish News 

The PCCW participates in the 
Fall Creek Christmas Fair each 
year. We ask all families to do-
nate two batches of home 
made Christmas Cookies and 

deliver them by 6:30p on Thursday,  No-
vember 29. There will be a brief PCCW 
meeting that night and then we will 
weigh and package cookies. This is a 
great fundraiser for us! Thank you! 
Our Angel Tree will be set up for you to 
take a tag and return an unwrapped gift 
by December 1 & 2 for needy children. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation 
10th graders in Confirmation: We have a 
sponsor meeting on Wednesday night, 
November 14, during class time at St. 
Raymond's. If your sponsor cannot 
attend, we ask that a parent be in attend-
ance.   
K-8: Our next Family Activity Day will be 
on Sunday, December 2, after Mass.  We 
will play Advent Bingo and make a Nativi-
ty scene for our homes.  Hope to see you 
there!    

Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

 

Homebound Visits 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions: 
If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention.  Also, please include whether 
or not the individual is living or deceased. 

Sojourner House Benefit 

Bishop Callahan and Catholic Charities 
cordially invite you to the 11th Annual 
Evening in the Chippewa Valley, bene-
fitting the Sojourner House on Friday, 
November 30 at Sacred Heart Hospital in 
Eau Claire. The evening begins at 6:00p 
and cost is $50 per person. Please visit 
our website at www.cclse.org for more 
information, to purchase tickets or a 
sponsorship. Hope to see you there! 

Saint Michael Prayer 

Bishop Callahan has requested that the 
St. Michael prayer be recited within the 
Diocese, at all Masses, to protect and 
renew the Church. At St. Raymond’s we 
will recite it before the opening hymn. 
The prayer is located on the back of the 
missalette in the blue book. 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will 
have their next meeting Mon-
day, November 12 at 7:00p. 

Widows/Widowers Blessing 

On the weekend of November 24 & 25 
we will have a special blessing after the 
Masses for Widows and Widowers in our 
Parish. Please sign up in the gathering 
space for this special blessing. 

Book of Remembrance 

The book of Remembrance will be dis-
played in our gathering space for the 
month of November, traditionally the 
month when we pray for the faithfully 
departed. Please feel free to add a page 
with your family and loved ones names so 
we can remember them in our prayers.  

Church Feature 
(New to this corner of the bulletin: We 
will highlight a part of our Parish that 
you may not know about) 
 

Relic of St. Raymond of Peñafort 
We are making progress on redesigning 
our gathering space to make it more 
inviting and easier to find information. 
The first step was to gather our 
“religious” items into one spot. We now 
have pictures of Fr. Sakowski and Fr. 
Sedlacek to add to the grouping with our 
Pope and Bishop. Also in that grouping is 
the Relic of St. Raymond. We are fortu-
nate to have a small piece of the actual 
physical remains of the patron saint of 
our parish. Along with the relic is a state-
ment of authenticity hanging above it. 
On the feast day of St. Raymond we do 
place it in the front of the Church, other-
wise it kept in our gathering space. 



St. Nicholas, Patron of Our Children’s Offertory Collection 

You may be familiar with the story by O. Henry, The Gift of the 
Magi.  In the story, a husband and wife give up their most prized 
possessions to pay for a Christmas gift for the other. Jim sells his 
watch to buy Della a pair of decorative combs for her hair, and 
Della sells her hair to buy Jim a chain for his watch. You can see 
where the problem comes in.  But to these two, there wasn’t a 
problem.  They were touched immeasurably by the sacrifice the 
other had made, and their love for each other grew even deeper.  

In last Monday’s Gospel reading, Jesus tells us to be like Jim and 
Della.  In the passage from the Gospel of Luke, Jesus dined with a 
Pharisee on the Sabbath.  He said to His host, “’When you hold a 
lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or 
sisters or your relatives or your wealthy neighbors, in case they 
may invite you back and you have repayment.  Rather, when you 
hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 
blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you. 
For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous’” (Lk. 
14: 13-14).  Jesus is telling the Pharisee and us that it’s easy to 
give when it’s someone you love or enjoying being with.  It’s a 
different story when the giving is altruistic, or completely and 
totally for the benefit of the other person.  He really wants us to 
give, as the saying goes, til it hurts.  

I’m going to change gears here for a second.  Raise your hand if 
you put a stocking out for Christmas…Now raise your hand if you 
know why you put a stocking out for Christmas… You probably 
know it has to do with St. Nicholas but what was his story?  

Nicholas was born in what we now know as Turkey around the 
year 280 AD.  He lost both of his parents as a very young man and 
reportedly used his inheritance to help the poor and the sick. He 
was well-known for his love and generosity towards all and when 
the bishop of Myra died, the townspeople elected Nicholas to 
become their bishop.   

There are many legends about St. Nicholas of Myra.  The most 
famous legend is the one with the man and his three daughters.  
This man was very poor, with no wife, and three grown daughters 
who lived with him.  In those days, when a young woman married 
she had to bring money or property, called a “dowry”, with her 
into the marriage.  If a woman didn’t have a dowry, she would 
never marry. This man didn’t have a dowry, nor did he have 
enough money to support them. He had, he believed, only one 
choice: to sell his daughters into slavery.  

Nicholas heard about this terrible situation. Late one night, he 
crept to the man’s home and threw a bag of gold through a win-
dow.  As you can imagine, the man was overjoyed.  He had 
enough money for a dowry for his oldest daughter.  The oldest 
daughter married, but that still left two more daughters.   

Nicholas returned another night and threw another bag of gold 
through the man’s window.  The father rejoiced!  But the father 
was curious, who was doing this?  

The man, knowing he had one daughter left and hoping that this 
person would return, locked the windows and kept watch for this 
kind giver.  But, Nicholas, still not wanting to be seen, crept to the 
man’s house and dropped the gold down the chimney. Legend 
has it that when the gold went down the chimney some of it fell 
out and landed in socks, or stockings, that were lying near the 
chimney.   

St. Nicholas was that kind of 
giver of whom Jesus spoke in 
last Monday’s Gospel and 
countless other times 
throughout the Gospels.  
Nicholas’ giving was incon-
venient, without recognition, 
and possibly quite literally 
painful.   

St. Nicholas is the perfect 
patron for our new children’s 
offertory we will start the 
first weekend in Advent, De-
cember 1st and 2nd .  Pre-
school children through chil-
dren in Grade 5 will be invit-
ed to bring their envelopes 
forward during Mass as part 

of our parish collection.  We ask that parents encourage their 
children to do extra jobs around the house to collect money, or to 
start allotting their allowance so that a portion of it is given to the 
Church.   The money that is collected helps serve our parishes and 
our community. In time, children can see the impact their contri-
butions make and learn at an early age the importance of sup-
porting the Church. 

Here is a prayer you can pray together as a family: 

Loving God, thank You for the example of St. Nicholas, who fed 
the hungry, brought hope to the imprisoned, gave comfort to the 
lost, and taught the truth to all.  

May all the young people of St. Raymond’s and St. Mary’s strive to 
imitate him by putting You first in all that they do. Give them the 
courage, love, and strength of St. Nicholas so that like him, they 
may serve You through their service to all of their brothers and 
sisters. Amen.  

Submitted by: Marianne Callaghan, Director of Religious 
                         Education at St. Raymond’s 


