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Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe | November 25, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
Sat., Nov. 24
Sun., Nov. 25

Mon., Nov. 26
Tue., Nov. 27
Wed., Nov. 28
Thu., Nov. 29
Fri., Nov. 30
Sat., Dec. 1

Sun., Dec. 2

November 24 through December 2
4:00p SM
† Bernele Schultz
6:00p SR
† Paul Krippner
8:30a SR
† Dianne Beidel
11:00a SM
Doreen Bauer
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
† Gene Pulvermacher
8:00a SM
† William & Annabelle Planert
8:00a SR
† Andy Pipkorn
9:30a
Mass at Grace Willowbrook
9:00a SM
† Peter Aumann
9:00a SM
† Mary & Anton Schneider
4:00p SM
† Edward & Florence Swatzina
6:00p SR
† Brian Pipkorn
8:30a SR
SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† James Oberembt
1:00p SM
† Bob Gabriel

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
The King Shall Come
“He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead.” We have prayed
those words thousands of times in the
Creed. Do we reflect on what the Judgment will be?
Perhaps we are uneasy or afraid at the
thought of all things being laid bare for all
to see. As Jesus tells his disciples, “Nothing
is concealed that will not be revealed, nor
secret that will not be known” (Matthew 10:26) – a terrifying
thought indeed.
Yet we beg God repeatedly that this Judgment will happen. Every
time we pray the Our Father, we say, “Thy Kingdom Come.”
Somehow, this Judgment, painful though it may be, is definitively
Good News for us.
A wise man once told me, “The truth can hurt, but it will never
harm.” An even wiser man once said, “You will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32).
Judgment Day will bring forth the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. There will be no shading of the truth on
that day, no half-truths or equivocations, no pretending or
putting on masks, no selective reporting of the facts. We may be
able to execute those tactics in this present life, but they won’t
work on that Day. The full truth will emerge.
St. Paul tells us that we will know ourselves as God knows us (1
Corinthians 13:12). Our full truth will be brought to the light of
day. Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. He is God’s
eternal Word. In the beginning, God spoke that Word, and it was
made. On the Day of Judgment, He will speak that Word in glory.
And our true and definitive self will emerge.
Thankfully, the full and definitive truth about ourselves includes
God’s tender and merciful love for us as his children. He only
wants to love us. He is not out to get us. In our distorted view of
God, we tend to think that He is eager to condemn, trying to trip
us up, catch us in our sins, yell “Gotcha!!” and then smite us.
Those are lies about God and ultimately lies about ourselves.
Yes, hell is a real possibility. Jesus speaks of it often. But God is
not out to get us. Hell is real because love is real. God has created us to love and be loved. That includes freely receiving and
freely giving. He will never force us – otherwise it would not be
love!
If there is any consistent theme in Scripture, it is that God always
respects human freedom. He never makes anyone do anything.
He invites and entices. He exhorts and urges. He corrects and
chastens. But He created us as free sons and daughters, and desires to save us as free sons and daughters. Our free “yes!” is part
of the story. In the end, God gives us what we want. His Judgment lays bare all that we have freely chosen for ourselves. Jesus
is God’s Word, and he says “Amen!” to what we have chosen
during the time allotted to us.
Thankfully he does not leave us alone and unaided in our exercise of human freedom. We truly share in the death and resurrection of Jesus. His life becomes our life. And the Day of Judg-

ment becomes a Day of Justice. Our King comes to settle all
affairs, and to set things right once-and-for-all. Is that not our
heart’s deepest longing?
For that setting right, our own hearts must be set free. Our false
self must die definitively so that our new self can emerge victorious. The experience will be liberating and painful at the same
time.
The image offered frequently in Scripture is that of fire. The
prophet Malachi foretells the great and terrifying Day of the
Lord, coming like refiner’s fire. Gold is plunged into the furnace,
not to destroy it, but to purify it. God wants each of us to pass
through the fire of Judgment and emerge as his free and glorious
children.
When Paul talks about being known as we are known by God, he
also says, “Faith, hope, and love endure, these three. But the
greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). All else is burnt
away in the fire of Judgment, except that which is graced by our
trust in the Lord Jesus. Earlier in the same letter, Paul speaks of
many of us being saved on the Day of Judgment, “but only as
through fire” (1 Corinthians 3:15). All in us that is wood and hay
and straw will be burnt away. But the gold, silver, and precious
stones (i.e., the faith, hope, and love) will endure the flames of
Judgment.
I have never seen anyone describe this healing encounter of
Judgment so beautiful as Pope Benedict XVI. I will close with his
words from his encyclical letter on hope:
…the fire which both burns and saves is Christ himself, the Judge
and Savior. The encounter with him is the decisive act of judgment. Before his gaze all falsehood melts away. This encounter
with Him, as it burns us, transforms and frees us, allowing us to
become truly ourselves. All that we build during our lives can
prove to be mere straw … and it collapses. Yet in the pain of this
encounter, when the impurity and sickness of our lives become
evident to us, there lies salvation. His gaze, the touch of His heart
heals us through an undeniably painful transformation ‘as
through fire.’ But it is a blessed pain, in which the holy power of
His love sears through us like a flame, enabling us to become totally ourselves and thus totally of God.

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception this year is
Saturday, December 8, and it remains a holy day of obligation. Masses on Friday evening, December 7, and during the day of Saturday, December 8, will observe the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. Masses beginning the evening of Saturday, December 8 will observe
the Second Sunday of Advent. Catholics are to attend
Mass twice that weekend, once to fulfill the holy day of
obligation (Immaculate Conception) and once to satisfy
the Sunday obligation.
December 7, 5:30pm - Holy Day Vigil Mass at St. Mary’s
December 8, 8:30am - Holy Day Mass at St. Raymond’s
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Family Faith Formation

Important Dates
Saturday, December 8, 8:30am Mass at St. Raymond’s - Holy Day
Mass, Feast of the Immaculate Conception.
Thursday, December 13, 7:00pm Mass at St. Raymond’s - Penance Service.
Sunday, December 15, 8:00am-3:30pm at St. Mary’s-Confessions
Sunday, December 16, 12:00 noon at St. Mary’s - Bilingual Mass”Las Posadas” “The Inns”.
Monday, December 24, 4:00pm Mass at St. Mary’s and 5:00pm
at St. Raymond’s -

Middle School Youth this weekend! All 6-8th graders are invited to a deanery-wide Youth Group for games, snacks, Bible
teachings, small groups, friends and prayer. Join us this Sunday,
November 25th from 6:00-7:30pm at the Rubenzer’s Home,
6104 White Owl Lane. Find details at ECDYouthMinistry.com or
call Jacqueline at 414-698-6040.
Confirmation Sponsor Night this Wednesday! All 9th and 10th
graders meet at ST. Mary’s this Wednesday from 6:30-8:00pm.
Make sure to bring your Confirmation sponsor to join in for this
evening.
RCIA meets this Thursday! Topic is Baptism and The Sacraments, at St. Mary’s from 6:30-8:30pm.

Monday, December 25, 8:30am Mass at St. Raymond’s and
11:00am at St. Mary’s - Christmas Mass.

Retreats at St. Anthony’s
December 9, 9:00am-4:00pm Advent Day of Prayer with Sr.
Sandy Setterland , FSPA. This day prepares us to journey with
Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, pondering in our hearts, what
the Nativity of the Lord means to each of us and how we can
honor the gift of Jesus’ birth always. The day includes Sunday
Mass, continental breakfast and the noon meal. Cost $45. Call
715-443-2236 or visit sarcenter.com to register. Please call to
inquire cost and availability of overnight stay.
December 31-January 1 New Year’s Eve Retreat: Pray AlwaysWe are excited to welcome Fr. Tom Zelinski, OFM Cap, who will
help us consider the importance and scope of prayer in our lives,
as we look to the new year and the resolutions we would like to
keep. This one-night retreat begins with evening meals and includes a Holy Hour of Adoration, a late night social to count
down to the New Year, and Mass followed by brunch on New
Year’s Day. Cost $95.

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due/birth date,
request a meal, or volunteer, contact Emily Thurner at 715-8643048. Please pray for those who
are expecting: Elizabeth Johnson.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$5,114.00
Teens/Children .............................$6.30
Offertory (Plate) ........................$453.62
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,573.92
Capital Campaign ..................$1,885.00

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer
11:00a – Janet Fox and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders .............................. 19
Amount Sold ......................... $6, 210.00
Profit (approximately) ..............$301.43
Monthly Profit...........................$687.77
Thank you!

Parish Council of Catholic Women
St. Mary’s PCCW is collecting Christmas gifts for area
children in need and also for men and women residing
at the Altoona, Oakwood Villa Nursing Home. If you
would like to participate, select a tag from the Giving
Tree located in the Narthex, purchase a gift and return
it unwrapped by Wednesday, December 5th. Please attach the
tag to your gift. Thank you so much for giving.

Veneration to Our Lady of Guadalupe
Join our St. Mary’s Parish Hispanic community and
celebrate Las Mañanitas, which is a veneration to our
Lady of Guadalupe. Sunday, December 9th, start
your day with Confessions and Venerations at
6:00am, Spanish Mass at 7:00am followed by praying
the Rosary. After, come and join us for laughs and
fellowship while enjoying snacks and refreshments in the Narthex. Hope to see you all there!

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Office

715-855-1294, x 100

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294 , x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, December 1, 4:00pm
Lector

D Wogernese

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

R Semerad, S Webster
C Thurner
C Thurner
W Liedl, M Kloss,
H Talley, B Webster

Sunday, December 2, 11:00am
Lector

J Mullenberg

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

A Rosener, I Petersilka
J Fox
J Fox
R Mullenberg, T Buck,
R Stephenson, D Hawker

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
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Food Baskets

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Formation
All families in K-10 are invited for FAMILY
ACTIVITY DAY on December 2 after Mass.
We will be playing Advent Bingo (with
prizes!) and making wooden Nativity
sets. Please join us!!
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.

This Advent we will be collecting food for
St. Francis Food Pantry in Eau Claire.
Make it a family project! You can have
your kids raise money to purchase the
food and have them help you pick it out
at the grocery store. Then bring your nonperishable food items to church the four
weekends of Advent. Baskets will be
available for collecting the food in the

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.

Children’s Christmas Choir

The PCCW participates in the
Fall Creek Christmas Fair each
year. We ask all families to donate two batches of home
made Christmas Cookies and
deliver them by 6:30p on Thursday, November 29. There will be a brief PCCW
meeting that night and then we will
weigh and package cookies. This is a
great fundraiser for us! Thank you!
Thank you for taking the tags from our
Angel tree! Please return unwrapped gifts
by December 1 & 2 for needy children.

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715-286-5171.
Mass Intentions:
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 stipend for each
intention. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.
December Wedding Blessing
If you will be celebrating your wedding
anniversary in the month of December,
please sign up in the Gathering Space for
this special blessing after the Masses on
December 15 and 16.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, December 1, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

Richard Schmitt
K Pfaff, K Falch
D Messerschmidt
B & D Sorge

Sunday, December 2, 8:30a
Lector
Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

T Falbo
C & J Rollins, N Falbo
E Falbo, K Burmesch,
M Hoff
K Roberts, T Lindgren,
B Grzyb, D Olson
T & S Mayer
T & S Mayer, M Burmesch

Advertiser of the Week

The children will sing on Christmas eve at
St. Raymond’s and your child is invited to
join the choir! Practices will be December
5, 12 & 19 from 5:00-5:45p. Please contact Sydney Alexander at 715-828-1687
with any questions.

Important Dates
December 8, 8:30a - Holy Day Mass, Feast
of the Immaculate Conception
December 13, 7:00p - Penance Service
December 24, 5:00p December 25, 8:30a - Christmas Mass

Retirement Fund for Religious
Collection for this fund will be after the
Masses on December 8 & 9. 94 percent of
donations aid senior religious with medications, nursing care and more.

Winter Weather Notice
If the roads are bad and travel is
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for
Mass, members of the parish should use
caution. Please use your best judgment
when deciding if it is safe to travel to
Mass. If schools are cancelled or delayed
in the Eau Claire School District, then
there will be no daily Mass.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults...................................... $3,390.00
Youth Envelopes ............................. $2.00
Plate ............................................ $234.50
Capital Campaign ..................... $2,295.00
Building Fund Envelopes............. $220.00
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $6,141.50

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff

Church Feature

Parish Secretary

(New to this corner of the bulletin: We
will highlight a part of our Parish that
you may not know about)

Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

FORMED.org
St. Raymond’s offers so many ways to
deepen your faith life! Our library has
many resources, MyParish App, which
was covered in last week’s feature, and
FORMED.org which is free on any computer or mobile device! FORMED.org
offers
teaching videos, audio, and
eBooks to deepen your relationship with
Christ and His Church. Check out seasonal or hot topic videos, books and audio
books that you can listen to on the go.
It’s so easy to get FORMED: Go to
www.FORMED.org. Look for the registration box for parishioners. Type the parish code - JR6NZW and set up a
username and password. You are all set!

