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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

December 1 through December 9 
Sat., Dec. 1 9:00a SM † Mary & Anton Schneider 
  4:00p SM † Edward & Florence Swatzina 
  6:00p  SR † Brian Pipkorn 
Sun., Dec. 2 8:30a  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † James Oberembt 
  1:00p SM † Bob Gabriel 
Mon., Dec. 3 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Dec. 4 8:00a SR David Nowicki 
Wed., Dec. 5  8:00a SM † Beverly Seibel 
Thu., Dec. 6 8:00a SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
  2:00p  Mass at The Classic 
Fri., Dec. 7 9:00a SM † Arthur & Valerie Bohl 
  5:30p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Sat., Dec. 8 8:30a SR † John Pipkorn 
  4:00p SM † Mary Reed 
  6:00p SR † Harold, Frances & Rick Bohl 
Sun., Dec. 9 8:30a SR † Ron Smith 
  11:00a SM † Peter Kovar 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

Light in the Darkness 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 
I don’t really care for city lights. Growing 
up on a farm in the country, I loved how 
dark it would become at night, because a 
clear dark night would reveal so clearly 
billions of stars in the sky. The sight of a 
clear night sky still takes my breath away. 

Our area has had its share of darkness in 
the past month or so. The murders of 

James and Denise Closs and the disappearance of Jamie Closs, 
the tragic deaths of members of Girl Scout Troop 3055, and the 
death of sixth month old Jaxon Hunter at the hand of a 10 year 
old have starkly reminded us of the darkness we experience in 
this world, so often because of our own sins or the sins of others.  

I had recently come across a talk which Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI gave to young people in Freiburg, Germany back in 2011 at a 
prayer vigil. He pointed out that even in the face of our immense 
efforts and technological progress, we still experience the limita-
tions of human efforts to make the world a better place. 
“Innocent suffering and the ultimate fact of death awaiting every 
single person are an impenetrable darkness which may perhaps, 
through fresh experiences, be lit up for a moment… In the end, 
though, a frightening darkness remains.” However, the Pontiff 
did not end his reflection there: “While all around us there may 
be darkness and gloom, yet we see a light… Christ, risen from the 
dead, shines in this world and He does so most brightly in those 
places where, in human terms, everything is somber and hope-
less… The eyes of those who believe in Christ see light even amid 
the darkest night.” 

Pope Benedict then reflected on the fact that Jesus said, “I am 
the light of the world,” (John 8:12) and also, “You are the light of 
the world” (Mt 5:14). Christ called us, His followers, the light of 
the world not because of our human efforts for “progress,” but 
because Jesus is our light. “You are Christians – not because you 
do special and extraordinary things, but because Christ is your 
life. You are holy because His grace is at work in you.” 

The stars shine out more brightly on the darkest nights. So too, it 
seems in our days, that God continues to raise up bright lights, 
holy men and women, to shine upon our darkness. These lights 
are not distant from us, either in time or space. Our own Diocese 
can claim several people who are being officially recognized by 
the Church for bringing the light of Christ to others and whose 
causes for canonization are underway. Blessed Solanus Casey 
grew up near Prescott and died only in 1957. His fellow Capuchin 
brothers called him, “a replica of St. Francis” because of the sim-
plicity of his life, faith, and prayer. Servant of God Brother James 
Miller was born near Stevens Point in 1944 and became a Chris-
tian Brother. In February 1982, he was shot to death in Guatema-
la where he taught at a secondary school for rural indigenous 
Mayans. His beatification has just been approved by Rome this 
month and is expected to take place in 2019. Sister Thea Bow-
man was born in Mississippi in 1937, the granddaughter of Afri-
can-American slaves and the only child of Protestant parents. She 
converted to Catholicism when she was 12 and joined the Fran-

ciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in La Crosse at the age of 
15. She became a teacher and earned a doctorate in English and 
linguistics. She died in 1990 at the age of 52 from cancer, but not 
before bringing the joyful light of Christ to countless people. Her 
cause for canonization was endorsed by the U.S. bishops at their 
meeting a few weeks ago.  

Father Joseph Walijewski was a parish priest of our diocese who 
founded and served at the diocese’s missions in Bolivia and Peru. 
He served 9 of his 56 years as a priest in parishes in our diocese, 
the rest of his priesthood was spent serving the poor, the or-
phans, and the marginalized in South America. He once said, 
“How can I go home to a comfortable bed knowing there are 
thousands of children that are out there in the streets; sleeping 
outside in the cold, hungry, with no hope in their mind?” Fr. Joe 
knew that the fleeting details and pleasures of this world offered 
little comfort and that only God’s love and will offered true con-
solation and light. Thus, he would often say to others who were 
feeling overwhelmed by events and circumstances, “Don’t worry, 
nothing will be all right.” However, his final words before his 
death in 2006 were a reversal of his usual diagnosis and highlight 
his optimism for Christ’s power to bring light into the world 
through humble service to God and the poorest of the poor: 
“Don’t worry, everything will be all right.” 

These are just a few of the lights which shine in our darkness. 
There are many more. Some you probably know personally. They 
may never be canonized by the Church, but they were and are 
nonetheless saints, “lights of the world,” because they continual-
ly allowed the light of Christ to shine into and transform the dark-
ness of their own hearts. Then they allowed Christ’s light to shine 
out upon others.  

Some questions I will be asking myself in preparation for Christ-
mas are: How will I allow Christ’s light to change my heart and 
my life this Advent? How will I allow Christ to be my life and let 
His grace work through me? Will I strive to be a light-bearer, or a 
darkness-dweller? May all our hearts burn with hope throughout 
this Advent as we reflect upon the words of the Prophet Isaiah 
read at every Christmas midnight Mass: “The people who walked 
in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the 
land of gloom a light has shone.”  

December 4 - Immaculate Conception Parish - 7:00-8:30p 

December 6 - St. James Parish - 7:00-9:00p 

December 7 - St. Patrick’s Parish - 8:00 - Individual Confessions 

December 11 - St. Olaf Parish - 7:00-8:30p 

December 13 - St. Raymond Parish - 7:00-9:00p 

 
Individual Confessions at St. Mary Parish, Altoona 

December 15 - All Day - 8:00a-3:30p 
 

Individual Confessions at St. Raymond Parish 
December 20 - 7:00-9:00p 

Advent City-Wide Penance Services 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Important Dates 
December 7, 5:30p - Holy Day Vigil Mass 
December 9, 6:00a - Veneration to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
                        followed by 7:00a Mass 
December 15, 8:00a - 3:00p - Confessions 
December 16, Noon - Bilingual Mass “Las Posadas” “The Inns” 
December 24, 4:00p - Christmas Eve Mass 
December 24, Midnight (12:00a) - Christmas Mass 
December 25, 11:00a - Christmas Mass 

Social Sunday 
Join friends and meet some new ones while enjoying refresh-
ments on Social Sunday, December 9 in the Parish Hall after the 
11:00a Mass.  

Wedding Anniversary  
If you will be celebrating your wedding anniversary in the month 
of December and would like a blessing by Father during the 
11:00a Mass on December 9, please sign-up in the Narthex. 

Christmas Flowers and Decorations 
We will have a second collection after the Masses on December 
8 and 9 for Christmas flowers and decorations in the Church. 
Please use the donation envelopes mentioned in last week's 
bulletin insert. Memorials are not for an individual poinsettia, 
but added to the general fund. There will be a memorial listing 
of your loved ones in the December 23 bulletin. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a – Michelle Tan and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 21 
Amount Sold .......................... $6,150.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $338.35 
Monthly Profit ........................ $1,026.12 

Thank you! 

Family Faith Formation 

Family Formation Parents, it’s officially Advent! Now’s the per-
fect time to pull out your Advent Activities packet if you’re look-
ing for fun ways to celebrate this liturgical season. 
Family Faith Formation this Wednesday! K-8th graders and par-
ents, remember we meet for our monthly class this Wednesday, 
December 5. Here are the details: 
Topic: Cross My Heart: The Lord Keeps His Promises! 
Meal: Pizza Party from 5:30 - 6:00p. 
Confession: Don’t forget, confession is also available at 5:30p! 
Time: Class for parents and all students runs from 6:15-7:30p. 
Our Confirmation Retreat is next weekend, December 7-9 at 
Beaver Creek Reserve! Make sure all of your paperwork is 
turned in. And for those of you who are not attending, please 
keep our teens in prayer this weekend as they encounter God 
more deeply. 

Knights of Columbus 

St. Mary’s Guadalupe Council 12468 meeting, Decem-
ber 3, 2018. Officer’s meeting is at 6:30p and Council 
meeting is at 7:00p followed by social. Looking for-
ward to seeing you all! Ralph Melgard GK 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, December 8, 4:00pm 
Lector M Hanson 

Servers R Semerad, Z Niedzwiecki 
Thurifer       M Niedzwiecki 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, J Hayde, 
  P Connell, R Verdegan 

Sunday, December 9, 11:00am 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers J Mullenberg, R Hadt 
A. Server N Mullenberg 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers R Stephenson, R Mullenberg, 
  

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,046.00 
Teens/Children ............................. $7.05 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $653.83 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $4,706.88 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer      715-855-1294 , x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Prayer Chain 

To add a name  or prayer inten-
tion to the prayer chain, please 
email Janet Fox at general-
book@charter.net or call 715-
529-1587. 

St. Mary’s Book Sale  

If you love to read, then we have the books for you. St. Mary’s 
will have a table filled with great books for sale on December 8 
and 9 after the Masses. These can be wonderful Christmas gifts 
or stocking stuffers as well.  

Veneration to Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Join our St. Mary’s Parish Hispanic community and cele-
brate Las Mañanitas, which is a veneration to our Lady 
of Guadalupe. Sunday, December 9, start your day with 
Confessions and Venerations at 6:00a, Spanish Mass at 
7:00a, followed by praying the Rosary. After, come and 
join us for laughs and fellowship while enjoying snacks 
and refreshments in the Narthex. Hope to see you all there! 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, December 8, 8:30a 

Lector Marianne Callaghan 
 

Servers E Smith, C & P Callaghan 
Ushers C King, J Vetterkind, 
  M Quirk, B Severinski 
 

Saturday, December 8, 6:00p 

Lector A Christ 
 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers M Rockow, A Christ 
 

Sunday, December 9, 8:30a 
Lector P Uhlig 

 J Sauter, J Bowers, T Fischer 
Servers 
Ushers D Olson, B Grzyb, 
  P & J Quirk 
Greeters D, L, C, & A Olson 
Counters 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $2,449.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $3.00 
Plate ............................................ $431.50 
Building Fund Envelopes ............... $70.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $2,953.50 

Parish News 

Winter Weather Notice 

If the roads are bad and travel is  
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for 
Mass, members of the parish should use 
caution. Please use your best judgment 
when deciding if it is safe to travel to 
Mass. If schools are cancelled or delayed 
in the Eau Claire School District, then 
there will be no daily Mass. 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Food Baskets 

This Advent we will be collecting food for 
St. Francis Food Pantry in Eau Claire. 
Make it a family project! You can have 
your kids raise money to purchase the 
food and have them help you pick it out 
at the grocery store. Then bring your non-
perishable food items to church the four 
weekends of Advent. Baskets will be 
available for collecting the food in the 

Children’s Christmas Choir 

The children will sing on Christmas eve at 
St. Raymond’s and your child is invited to 
join the choir! Practices will be December 
5, 12 & 19 from 5:00-5:45p. Please con-
tact Sydney Alexander at 715-828-1687 
with any questions. 

Important Dates 

December 6, 7:00p, 

December 8, 8:30a - Holy Day Mass, Feast 
                    of the Immaculate Conception 
December 13, 7:00p - Penance Service 
December 24,  5:00p - 
December 25,  8:30a - Christmas Mass 

Retirement Fund for Religious 

Collection for this fund will be after the 
Masses on December 8 and 9. 94 percent 
of donations aid senior religious with 
medications, nursing care and more. 

Church Feature 
(New to this corner of the bulletin: We 
will highlight a part of our Parish that 
you may not know about) 
 

Recycling Center 
The gathering space is a work in pro-
gress and one thing that has been 
moved is the recycling center. If you 
have old printer ink cartridges, old eye 
glasses, old hearing aids or cell phones 
that you wish to donate, we have a spot 
for you! All of these items can be 
dropped off in the entry way on the side 
of Church under the portico. Just put 
them in the boxes and they will be given 
to someone in need. This is a great spot 
to put your donated clothing for King’s 
Closet too! Just mark your donated 
clothing for King’s Closet, leave it in this 
area by the other donation boxes and 
the items will be taken care of! 

Family Faith Formation 
K-8 parents: we have class next Sun-
day!  Remember to bring your Mass cards 
and family records.  And thank you to 
those of you who signed up to bring 
Christmas cookies for our social 
time.  Please remember those, too!  
We have large group for Confirmation on 
Wednesday, December 19. We have a fun 
evening planned.  Parents and sponsors 
are always welcome!  

Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

 

Homebound Visits 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

December Wedding Blessing 
If you will be celebrating your wedding 
anniversary in the month of December, 
please sign up in the Gathering Space for 
this special blessing after the Masses on 
December 15 and 16. 

Christmas Decorating 

Please plan to stay after the 
Sunday, December 23 Mass 
to help decorate the Church 
for Christmas! Your help is 
appreciated! 




