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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND

OF PEÑAFORT

Second Sunday of Advent | December 9, 2018
Weekly Mass Schedule
December 8 through December 16
8:30am SR
† John Pipkorn
4:00p SM
† Mary Reed
6:00p SR
† Harold, Frances & Rick Bohl
Sun., Dec. 9
8:30a SR
† Ron Smith
11:00a SM
† Peter Kovar
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
Mon., Dec. 10
——— No Mass ———
Tue., Dec. 11
8:00a SR
Elaine Welin
Wed., Dec. 12
8:00a SM
Sharon Stearns
Thu., Dec. 13
8:00a SR
† Peter & Mary Gallick
10:30a
Fri., Dec. 14
9:00a SM
† Robert M Gallagher
Sat., Dec. 15
4:00p SM
† Love Schuster
6:00p SR
SR & SM Parishioners
Sun., Dec. 16
8:30a SR
† Eugene Erdman
12:00p SM
Priest Intention
Sat., Dec. 8

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715-514-5113
FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Watching and Waiting
Advent is a season of watching and
waiting, a time of abiding in expectant
hope, confident in the coming of the King.
Advent is so much more than preparing
for Christmas. The early days of Advent
focus especially on the second coming of
Jesus. Our watching and waiting for his
coming is not static and sterile, sitting here
idly until some future day when he eventually comes. Rather, theologians often speak of an “already but
not yet.” Christ has not yet come in glory, but he is already growing and bearing fruit in the lives of his holy ones.
There is a famous Advent homily in which Saint Bernard of Clairvaux describes a third coming of Jesus, in between his birth at
Bethlehem and his coming in glory. No, he is not talking about
“the rapture,” but rather the coming of Jesus into the heart of
every true believer. As Jesus promised at the Last Supper, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him
and we will come to him” (John 14:23).
This coming into our heart is a process of dynamic growth and
nurturing. As we abide in expectant hope, our desire for the Lord
increases. That desire in itself springs from a seed planted by the
Lord. The more we desire his coming, the more our capacity to
receive him grows. The greater our capacity, the more we receive. The more we receive, the more deeply we desire. And the
cycle of “already but not yet” continues until he comes again.
Think upon the parable of the sower (Matthew 13:1-23). Christ
sows his Word. Some seeds fall on the path, others on rocky
ground, others among thorns, and others into good soil. Advent
is a time to become good soil, totally receptive, growing in faith
and hope.
That is the sad irony of December in the modern world. In the
midst of Advent, we are constantly exposed to commercialism
and consumerism and unneeded busyness. The self-indulgence
of “the season” in society around us can be a rather different cry
from the penitent cry of John the Baptist to “prepare the way of
the Lord.” We can easily heap excessive expectations upon ourselves, thinking of all the things that we “have to get done.” Then
we find ourselves too busy or stressed out to do any watching or
waiting. But are we not free to order our lives as we choose?
With God’s help, we can recognize some of the weeds and thorns
in our heart, obstacles that need to be uprooted with firm resolve. We also have hard and dry places in our hearts, tough soil
that needs the gentle dew of the Holy Spirit to soften and moisten, freeing us to become totally receptive like Mary and Joseph.
Our free cooperation matters much. But in the end, God is the
one who provides the growth and provides the fruit. We are
called to abide in love. The watching and waiting is challenging!
We are so conditioned to expect instant gratification and easy
results. The parable of the sower reminds us to be patient and
receptive.
Henri Nouwen wrote often about our powerlessness, and how
challenging it is for us to be humble and patient. We depend totally upon God for the growth – much like the farmer in the field.
Nouwen offers the image of an impatient gardener digging up
the plant periodically to check on its growth. That tactic definitely

doesn’t work! How hard it is sometimes to watch and wait in
hope, trusting that we are a beloved child of God and allowing
the growth to happen on his timeline.
For the time being, it is the growth that matters. The fruitfulness
will come eventually, so long as there is steady growth. By contrast, we will wither and die if we cut ourselves off from the
source of all growth.
Healthy Christian community helps so much. True Christian
friends will notice what God is doing in us and encourage us. It is
good to notice the growth God is working and to praise him for it.
That thankfulness and praise stirs up the desire of our heart all
the more. There is no risk of pride when our heart is Christcentered and full of praise.
Psalm 1 offers a image of the tree that is planted beside the flowing waters, putting out its roots to the stream, staying green
amidst the drought, whose leaves never fade, prospering and
bearing fruit. Contrast that with the ways of the wicked, who
linger in the ways of fruitless desires. They are like the chaff that
gets blown away.
It is easy – especially at this time of the year – to become anxious
or overwhelmed and then plunge ourselves into one of our
“panic rooms” – reaching for our phone, grabbing extra food or
drink, plunging into pleasures that don’t actually bring peace.
Instead, we can choose to be patient and gentle with ourselves. It
is normal to feel unsettled during changes of seasons and when
re-connecting with family. We can stay present to our heart, present to Christ, and present to those around us. We can receive
grace and grow in patience. The fruit will come in due time.
Advent has always been a favorite season of mine. It touches the
deepest desires of the human heart. May God give us all the
courage to root out the weeds from our hearts. May he soften
the hard and unreceptive places. And may he help us to abide in
expectant hope, watching and waiting patiently as the grace of
Christ comes to us, grows, and bears fruit.

Diocese of La Crosse
Guidelines for Reporting Instances of Child Abuse
The Diocese of La Crosse, through its policies and procedures, seeks to
provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate response to reporters of sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (employee, volunteers, vendors, religious or clergy). Anyone wishing to make a report of
an allegation of sexual abuse should send that report to the Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, Bishop of La Crosse, at the Diocese of
La Crosse, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602-4004. Alternatively, you
can contact Mrs. Karen Becker, Victim Assistance Ministry, 608-5198002 or kbecker@cclse.org. The reporting form is available through the
Diocese of La Crosse Office of the Vicar for Clergy or on the diocesan
website at: www.diolc.org . Individuals are also encouraged to take
their reports directly to civil authorities. Copies of the diocesan policy
are available through your local parish and on the diocesan website. If
you have any questions about the Diocese of La Crosse and the implementation of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, please contact Teresa Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at (608) 7912679; or tbrown@diolc.org

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Important Dates
December 15, 8:00a - Confessions
December 16, Noon - Bilingual Mass “Las Posadas” “The Inns”
December 24, 4:00p - Christmas Eve Mass
December 24, Midnight (12:00a) - Christmas Mass
December 25, 11:00a - Christmas Mass
Scrip
If you have travel expenses, Holiday gifts in mind, thinking of
stocking stuffers! So, don’t forget to stop at the Scrip Table after
each Mass and purchase scrip cards at no extra cost while supporting your Parish. We have a variety of business to choose
from. See you after Mass!

Family Formation Parents, check your email on Thursdays for
Jacqueline’s weekly tips to help with your home lesson. (Not
getting these emails? Call Jacqueline for help at 414-698-6040).
Confirmation this Wednesday. All 9th and 10th graders meet
at St. Mary’s this Wednesday from 6:30-8:00pm.
RCIA Christmas Party this week! Watch your email for details.

Formed.org

Advent Prayer
Second week of Advent prayer (say this prayer
each night at dinner, when lighting your advent
candles) Dear God, Thank You for sending us
Jesus through Mary. Thank You for giving us
Mary to be our mother as well. Dear Mother Mary, help us to
feel Jesus’ love in our hearts and to follow His way this Christmas. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

This is the second Sunday of Advent, and this week we
celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, patron of
the Americas. The week on Formed.org, hear the history
of why millions of Aztecs converted to the Catholic faith
all because of a miraculous and mysterious act of Mary.
Watch 1531 – A story That is Not Finished Yet and learn
how our Blessed Mother continues to change the world.

Thank you to everyone who participate in the Giving
Tree and to those who donate money. Your kindness
will make someone’s Christmas a little brighter.

New Year’s Eve Retreat

Families-Your Feast Day is Almost Here!

We are excited to welcome back Fr. Tom Zelinski, who will help
us consider the importance and scope of prayer in our lives, especially as we look to the new year and the resolutions we
would like to keep. This one-night retreat begins with the evening meal and includes a Holy Hour of Adoration, a late night social to count down to the New Year, and Mass followed by
brunch on New Year’s Day. The cost of this retreat is $95. For
more information visit sarcenter.com or call 715-443-2236.

December 30 is the feast of the Holy Family. It
is the day when families celebrate their ability
to imitate the Holy Family (Joseph, Mary and
Jesus) who showed us how to create a home
where tenderness, forgiveness, respect and
faithfulness exist. What will your family do on
the 30th to celebrate your feast day? For ideas
go to: www.catholicicing.com.

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intention to the prayer chain, please
email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net or call 715529-1587.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$6,445.00
Teens/Children ...........................$58.67
Offertory (Plate) ........................$710.81
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $7,214.48

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer
11:00a – Volunteer and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders .............................. 20
Amount Sold ..........................$4,280.00
Profit (approximately) ..............$239.99
Thank you!

Parish Council of Catholic Women

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Office

715-855-1294, x 100

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294 , x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, Month 00, 4:00p
Lector

N Hurlburt

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

N Cullinan, A Leis
J Bechly
J Bechly
W Liedl, M Kloss,
A Tiry, C Tiry

Sunday, Month 00, 11:00a
Lector

F Chukwudelunzu

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

L Kovacevich, M Wanke
R Wanke
R Wanke
J Kovacevich, T Sykora,
D Kamrowski, D McNamara

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News
Family Faith Formation
Don't forget about Youth Group this Sunday, December 9, from 6-7:30p! For more
information go to ecdyouthministry.com
Our next Family Formation class is Sunday, January 6.
2nd graders: remember your First Reconciliation Retreat is Wednesday, January
9 from 5:30-7p. Parents should be in
attendance and all family members are
invited!
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.
Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715-286-5171.
December Wedding Blessing
If you will be celebrating your wedding
anniversary in the month of December,
please sign up in the Gathering Space for
this special blessing after the Masses on
December 15 and 16.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, Month 15, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

D Sorge
K Falch, K Pfaff
B Lesniewski
J Jaenke, J Lesniewski

Sunday, Month 16, 8:30a
Lector

J Ceranski
L Hinrichs, N Falbo,
J Vetterkind

Servers

Greeters
Counters

C & J Rollins, B Grzyb,
J Sauter
K Krupka, M Quirk
R Muller, E & D Walker

Advertiser of the Week

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus will
have their next meeting on
Monday, December 10 at 7:00p.

Food Baskets
This Advent we will be collecting food for
St. Francis Food Pantry in Eau Claire.
Make it a family project! You can have
your kids raise money to purchase the
food and have them help you pick it out
at the grocery store. Then bring your nonperishable food items to church the four
weekends of Advent. Baskets will be
available for collecting the food in the

Parish Council of Catholic Women
The Parish Council of Catholic
Women would like to thank everyone who donated Christmas
cookies for our cookie fundraiser. We received a wonderful
mixture of festive treats. Our 1 pound
boxes were sold out by 10:30 AM! They
are a favorite at the Annual Fall Creek
Community Christmas Fair.
Also, a big thank you to all who donated
toys for the Angel tree program! Your
generosity it truly appreciated!

Addresses for Christmas Cards

The children will sing on Christmas eve at
St. Raymond’s and your child is invited to
join the choir! Practices will be December
5, 12 & 19 from 5:00-5:45p. Please contact Sydney Alexander at 715-828-1687
with any questions.

Fr. Alan Guanella - Curley Hall
The Catholic University of America
620 Michigan Ave. NE
Washington, DC 20064 USA
Fr. Daniel Thelen
341 W. Main St. P.O. Box 188
Alma Center, WI 54611-0188
David Nowicki
830 W. 24th St.
Athens, WI 54411

Christmas Decorating

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week

Children’s Christmas Choir

Please plan to stay after the
Sunday, December 23 Mass
to help decorate the Church
for Christmas! Your help is
appreciated!

Adults ...................................... $3,105.00
Holy Day Envelopes ........................$5.00
Youth Envelopes ...........................$11.80
Plate ............................................$230.50
Capital Campaign .....................$1,340.00
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $4,692.30

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff

Church Feature

Parish Secretary

(New to this corner of the bulletin: We
will highlight a part of our Parish that
you may not know about)

Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Christmas Gift Ideas
If you are working on your Christmas
shopping list, don’t forget some items
from your parish! The PCCW has put
together a wonderful cookbook of recipes from our parish families and it
would make a great gift! Also, we have
available full color cards with the image
of our beautiful Church on the cover and
the inside is blank for your personal
message. In packages of 10, they would
make a great stocking stuffer or use
them for your Christmas greeting cards!
Both will be available in the gathering
space or you can contact the office. We
also have a few 150th Diocesan Anniversary books available for gifting, too!

Spaghetti and Waffles
Reflections of a Marriage Prep Mentoring Couple
It is fitting that my husband, Mark, and I began
our journey as a Marriage Prep mentoring couple on our wedding anniversary. Nearly fifteen
years ago, Fr. Paul Gitter, the pastor of St. Raymond’s at the time, put out a call for
“happily married” couples to volunteer
to be part of the Eau Claire deanery’s
marriage preparation program.
Mark and I were married in the
Green Bay diocese and we had
had a very positive experience with
their program so we figured why not
give mentoring a try? Little did we know
our marriage would benefit as much as the
engaged couples we worked with.
Mark and I spent about ten years joining other
married couples facilitating sessions for the
weekend engaged couple’s retreat which all
engaged couples need to attend before getting
married in the La Crosse diocese. Though the
sessions are scripted, there is plenty of opportunity for the facilitating couples to share their
experiences and enhance the presentations.
Mark and I even got a few laughs along the
way. He likes using a sportscaster’s analogy,
I’m the play-by-play guy and he’s the color
commentary.
When Fr. Derek asked us to consider
meeting with individual couples, we
looked forward to working more
closely with those couples to
develop solid foundations, rooted
in faith, to build their marriages on.
The goal is to create a covenantal marriage that reflects the love Christ has for his
Church.
Many of the things we learned on our journey
have enriched our marriage. Marriage evolves
over a lifetime. A survey taken of couples who
have been married for many decades showed
that there is an average of ten things couples
never agree on. Off the top of our heads, Mark
and I came up with seven. The proper way to
load the dishwasher was number one. We
make a point to not let these ten petty things
cause too much stress in our marriage. In fact,
Mark often says that he doesn’t keep a running
list. Each annoyance simply starts the list over

at “1.” This is reminiscent of the popular
“wedding scripture” from St. Paul’s first letter
to the Corinthians, “[Love] keeps no record of
wrongs.”
How we handle conflict in our marriage has
changed also by using two of the techniques
we learned while facilitating the weekend engaged couples’ retreat. First, being aware that
not all times are good times for serious discussion, and secondly, we are more mindful of
always being respectful of the other person
even if things are very tense at the moment.
Marriage is not always wine and roses, sometimes it is vinegar and thorns. Sometimes love
is a conscious choice, but that makes the rosy
times sweeter.
Our favorite nugget of knowledge we reference often in our marriage is the concept of a
man’s brain being like a waffle, and a woman’s
brain like a plate of spaghetti. Men compartmentalize things, one item per box. They have
their work box, their family box, their box for
leisure, for politics, for sports, etc., and the
popular box with nothing in it (yes ladies,
sometimes they are literally not thinking of
anything at all). Men don’t mix the boxes together. On the other hand, a woman can start
on one subject then the conversation tangents
through several seemingly unrelated subjects
in a short amount of time like a plate of spaghetti strands touching each other. I often
warn Mark that I am going to noodle so he can
follow better and sometimes he reminds me to
stay in the box. Generally, whoever starts the
conversation determines if we are following
noodles or staying in the box. Patience and
better understanding leads to a better relationship.
Our marriage prep mentoring experience has
been worth the time and effort. It has been
rewarding to meet new couples and see the
hope they have for the future. We encourage
other “happily married” couples to consider
giving more of themselves and sharing their life
experience to help
new couples build a
solid foundation for
their marriage.

Rebecca Burmesch is a member of St. Raymond’s and is most often seen playing
her oboe with the Contemporary Choir.

