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Weekly Mass Schedule
December 29 through January 6
4:00p SM
David Mayer
6:00p SR
Fr. Daniel Thelen
8:30a SR
SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† Gary Soley
1:00p SM
† Jose Berilla Rodriguez
5:30p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
9:00a SM
† Renee Wogernese
7:00p SR
† Rusty Soyles
8:00a SM
† Edward & Florence Swatzina
8:00a SR
† Janet Hart
2:00p
Mass at The Classic
9:00a SM
† Don Gilboy
9:00a SM
† Carol Mayer
4:00p SM
† Virginia Rozum
6:00p SR
SR & SM Parishioners
8:30a SR
† Mary Hehli
11:00a SM
† Marcellene Zona
1:00p SM
Priest Intention

Sat., Dec. 29
Sun., Dec. 30

Mon., Dec. 31
Tue., Jan. 1
Wed., Jan. 2
Thu., Jan. 3
Fri., Jan. 4
Sat., Jan. 5

Sun., Jan. 6

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Lessons from T.S. Eliot
I love the poetry of T.S. Eliot. Earlier this
month, I got together with a friend and
pulled out his play entitled Murder in the
Cathedral. It recounts the martyrdom of
Archbishop Thomas Becket in the Canterbury cathedral on December 29, 1170. In
typical T.S. Eliot fashion, he also offers
much for our modern culture to think
about.
The play begins on December 2nd. Becket is returning from
France, where he has been living in exile for seven years, protected by King Louis (for whom the city of “Saint Louis” is named).
Becket had been an old drinking buddy of King Henry II. They
caroused and womanized together, as well as engaging in political affairs together. Becket was the brains behind Henry’s operation. As chancellor, he helped the king forge a greater unity in the
island and rule more forcefully – sometimes even at the expense
of the Church. Henry thought it would be a brilliant idea to promote his friend and chancellor as the new archbishop of Canterbury. Then everything changed. Becket took his identity as priest
and archbishop even more seriously than his role as chancellor.
He embraced a life of penance and prayer. He resigned the chancellorship and led the flock courageously. He defended the religious freedom of the Church – even when it enraged his friend
the king.
The original English audience hearing the play back in 1935
would have known the basic story. When Henry learns that Becket will not compromise his position, he eventually cries out in
anger, “Will no one rid me of this meddlesome priest???” Four of
his knights pick up on his cue. They arm themselves with alcohol
and swords and assassinate Becket at the altar during Vespers.
After the fact, Henry II repented, doing penance at Becket’s
tomb. Unfortunately, however, it was not the last time in England
that a King named Henry would murder an ex-chancellor or a
bishop over the issue of religious freedom. 460 years later, Henry
VIII came along and killed both John Fisher and Thomas More.
T.S. Eliot loves to explore the human heart. He offers the reader a
window into Becket’s soul during his moment of martyrdom. In
the estimation of some historians, Becket obstinately and recklessly rushed into his death. They believe it was preventable.
There is no question that he saw it coming. T.S. Eliot depicts it in
a way that shows true human freedom and fulfillment.
The beginning of the play is set in Advent and offers some very
Advent-y words. Becket foresees the end that is coming, but
abides in a time of watching and waiting:
End will be simple, sudden, God-given.
Meanwhile the substance of our first act
Will be shadows, and the strife with shadows.
Heavier the interval than the consummation.
All things prepare for the event. Watch.
It is not the actual moment of trial or martyrdom that is difficult.
It is all the successive moments leading up to it. “Heavier the
interval than the consummation.” Abiding in love, watching and
waiting, is so much harder than a brief moment of pain. I think
college students preparing for their final exam can relate!

Becket faces four tempters (played by the same actors who later
enter as the four knights). One by one, he resists their temptations – to go back to his old pleasures of the flesh, to go back to
the power of the chancellorship, or to ally himself with the barons and stick it to the king. Then comes the final and most enticing temptation: for Becket to position himself as a martyr, admired and honored, with his enemies reviled and repentant.
Becket resists. The tempter even tempts him to think of centuries
beyond, when his shrine is long since rotted and corrupted, but
he experiences endless heavenly glory. Even there, Becket resists. Seeking martyrdom, even for heavenly glory, would ultimately be feeding his own ego and dishonoring God.
Becket renounces his pride. He surrenders his will to God’s. He
neither seeks nor avoids. He neither lets himself be a victim of
fate, nor pretends to be master of his own destiny. He does not
disagree with the words of one of the tempters: “Only the fool,
fixed in his folly, may think he can turn the wheel on which he
turns.” However, Becket sees in faith that God is the one turning
the wheel. He positions himself in peace at the “still point” in the
very center of the turning wheel – neither active nor passive,
neither controlling nor controlled. He is truly free as God’s instrument:
Now is my way clear, now is the meaning plain:
Temptation shall not come in this kind again.
The last temptation is the greatest treason:
To do the right deed for the wrong reason…
I shall no longer act or suffer, to the sword’s end.
Now my good Angel, whom God appoints
To be my guardian, hover over the swords’ points.
In holy and free receptivity, his prayer is like that of the Virgin
Mary in the Annunciation: that it be done unto him according to
God’s Word. It continues to be her prayer, together with Joseph,
as they look for a place to give birth. It continues to be their prayer as they flee into Egypt and await further instructions. May we
also position ourselves at that “still point” of God’s will and welcome the peace that comes when we do so.
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Family Faith Formation

Holy Day Masses
Masses for the Solemnity of Mary, a holy day of obligation, will
be on Monday, December 31 at 5:30p and Tuesday, January 1 at
9:00a.
Adoration
Adoration will resume as usual on January 1 from 5:00-9:00p.
Parish Office
For a quicker response to your questions, contact our Parish
Receptionist at 715-855-1294 ext. 100. We are always happy to
hear from you!

Family Faith Formation this Wednesday! K-8th graders and
parents, remember we meet for our monthly class this Wednesday, January 2.
Topic: A Match Made in Heaven: The Sacrament of Matrimony
Meal: A Fancy Italian Dinner from 5:30-6p!
Confession: Don’t forget, confession is also available at 5:30p!
Time: Class for parents and all students runs from 6:15-7:30p
Guest Speakers: Tina & Paul Morning will be presenting on
love to the English speaking parents; Carmen and Luis Nuñez
will present to the Spanish parents!
RCIA meets this Thursday! Topic is The Church Fathers, at St.
Mary’s from 6:30-8:30p.

Thank You!
Thank you! To all who volunteered in the “Las Mañanitas” {Veneration to Our Lady of Guadalupe} and “Las Posadas” {The Inns} It was all a success!

Chalice of Mercy Annual Ukrainian Christmas Dinner
Enjoy a delicious multi-course Ukrainian Christmas dinner hosted by Valentyna Pavsyukova of Cahlice of Mercy. Special guest
Dr. Santiago Valderrabano will speak about his experience leading a medical team from Madrid on two missions to Ukraine to
assist the people of the war zone. Hear also about the opening
of St. Maris Goretti House and much more. Adults $30, children
under 10 free, table of 8 $200. Begins 5:30p at 236 Pumphouse
Rd, Chippewa Falls. All proceeds go to assist the work of Chalice
of Mercy. To reserve, contact Trudy Bement at 715-226-0376.

Magnificat Order
Magnificat is a monthly publication designed for daily use to
develop your prayer life and participate in Mass. Orders are being taken in the Narthex. $30 for 12 months.

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, please
email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net or call 715529-1587.

Theology of the Body
“Engaging Adults in the Theology of the Body: Rediscovering the
Meaning of Life, Love, Sex, and Gender.” Day-long seminar
where adults will learn and understand the heart of Theology of
the Body, and walk away with practical ways to form young
people in helping to understand their dignity and God’s plan for
sexuality. January 12 at Queen of the Apostles Catholic Church
in Tomah, WI and January 26 at St. Ann in Wausau, WI. From 9a
-3:45p. To register go to http://diol.org/yya/burning-hearts/ .

Knights of Columbus
January 7 will be our monthly meeting, officers at
6:15p, regular business meeting at 7:00p.
Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring our 4th annual Blue Mass to honor all Law enforcement, fire,
and first responders. January 13 at the 11a Mass. Refreshments
following in the Parish Hall.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Receptionist 715-855-1294, x 100
Bilingual Secretary (Part-time)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Office Manager
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, January 5, 4:00p
Lector

M Hanson

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

Z Niedzwiecki, L Johnson
D Wogernese
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, J Hayden,
P Connell, R Verdegan

Sunday, January 6, 11:00a
Lector

N Hurlburt

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

Ad Riccardi, At Riccardi
N Mullenberg
J Mullenberg
D Kamrowski, D McNamara,
R Mullenberg,
F Chukwudelunzu

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Thank you!

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Formation
Our next Family Formation class is Sunday, January 6.
2nd graders: remember your First Reconciliation Retreat is Wednesday, January
9 from 5:30-7:00p. Parents should be in
attendance and all family members are
invited!
Holy Day Mass
January 1 is the Solemnity of Mary and a
Holy Day of obligation. Mass will be at
7:00p. The daily Mass on Tuesday, January 1 is cancelled.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.

A special thank you to Maureen Anderson
at Anderson funeral Home for her donation of our 2019 Catholic calendars!
Thank you to Tim and
Therese Olson at Lowes
Creek Tree Farm for their
donation of the beautiful
trees and wreaths to decorate our Church for
Christmas!

The PCCW is looking for a few
volunteers on Wednesday, January 30 at 1:30p to help the
residents of the Augusta Nursing Home to play bingo. Contact
Kim Gonyo at 715-797-3902 or at
tkgonyo@icloud.com to help with this
fun ministry. We are also looking for donations of bingo prizes. A basket will be
set out in the gathering space to collect
the prizes during the month of January.
Popular prizes include: Quarters, small
lotions, postage stamps, costume jewelry,
small stuffed animals, socks and note
cards. Thank you for your generosity!

Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715-286-5171.
St. Raymond Office Closed
The office will be closed December 27
through January 1.

Liturgical Ministers

Fr. Schultz - Presentation
On Sunday, January 13, after the 8:30a
Mass, Fr. John Schultz will talk with us
about St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi. Fr.
Schultz was on a pilgrimage to Assisi, Italy, for eight days the end of October. He
visited many of the sacred places of Sts.
Francis and Clare. He will have a PowerPoint presentation in the Parish Hall right
after Mass. All are welcome!

Winter Weather Notice
If the roads are bad and travel is
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for
Mass, members of the parish should use
caution. Please use your best judgment
when deciding if it is safe to travel to
Mass. If schools are cancelled or delayed
in the Eau Claire School District, then
there will be no daily Mass.

Liturgical Ministers

Tuesday, January 1, 7:00p*

Saturday, January 5, 6:00p

Lector

Lector

C Rollins
K Pfaff, K King, J Bowers
Servers
J Rollins, D Messerschmidt,
B Quirk, B Ceranski
Ushers
M Quirk, J Jaenke,
C & K King
Greeters B & D Sorge
*Incense at this Mass

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults ...................................... $4,340.00
Holy Day Envelopes ......................$10.00
Youth Envelopes .............................$3.50
Plate ............................................$457.25
Building Fund Envelopes .............$200.00
Christmas ....................................$195.00
Total Envelope and Plate..........5,205.75

Servers
Ushers

P Uhlig
K Pfaff, C Bearrood
J Campbell
K Falch, B Grzyb

Sunday, January 6, 8:30a*
Lector
Servers
Ushers

J Ceranski
J Sauter, C Kostka, B Gruba
J Rollins, E, I & J Frank
C Rollins, K Roberts,
P & J Quirk
D, L, C & A Olson

Greeters
Counters
*Incense at this Mass

Advertiser of the Week

Diocesan Annual Appeal
This year’s goal for St. Raymond’s:
$38,005. We have received $30,352, leaving $7,652. Please consider making your
donation by the end of the year. Remember that every dollar that we go over our
goal will come back to our parish, or the
parish will need to pay the difference.

If You Are Not Feeling Well
If you are not feeling well during these
winter months, please be considerate of
others by refraining from handshakes
during the Sign of Peace and by not
receiving from the chalice at communion.

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Relationship with GOD
More than Just SUNDAY

Living the Joy of the Holy Family
The Sunday following Christmas celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family. We
should first acknowledge that the Holy
Family experienced tremendous challenges, including the perplexing mystery of the
virgin birth, the flight from their homeland
to protect the infant Jesus from murder by
King Herod, and panic over losing Jesus
in the Temple when He was just twelve.
And yet they lived with joy as they trusted
our Heavenly Father to bring them safely
through it all. Let’s take a closer look at
how our families can live the joy of the
Holy Family.
What does it mean to be “holy”?
Contrary to what some expect, being holy
does not mean to stop having fun or walking around with a stoic expression. Being
holy, simply put, means that you want to
become the family that God intended, to be
the “best version” by living with greater
love and joy.
How can your family become holy?
Let’s start with a few practical ideas from
the Pope. He asks parents to “waste time
with their children.” His invitation stresses
the importance of just being together and
developing relationships which bring life to
the family. He also provides vivid imagery
in his apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of
the Gospel” by encouraging us not to be
“sourpusses” but, instead, to radiate joy
by smiling more and frowning less. It is
tempting to dismiss this as too simple. Yet,
these challenges help a family increase in
holiness.
Pope Francis also suggests that a family
who desires to be holy will use three words
often in their everyday life: ‘Please’,
‘Thank you’, and ‘Sorry’. These words are
essential! All too often, the impact and
significance of these simple words are
overlooked. Yet, these simple words of
civility clearly recognize each family member’s basic human dignity and helps each
to grow in love and holiness.
St. Ignatius of Loyola (d. 1556) invites us

to reflect daily upon and be grateful for the
blessings of God’s presence. Over the
years, my wife and I have intentionally
fostered in our children daily habits of
grateful prayer. As our children grew and
changed, one method that has “stuck” the
best is what we simply call “blessings.”
Each night, we gather and relate how God
blessed us. This daily sharing has truly
been helpful for our family to grow in our
thankfulness to God, which leads to acting
with greater love towards others—to be
holy.
In Matthew 25:31-46 Christ names
actions to which everyone will be held
accountable. These acts, which are known
as the Corporal and Spiritual Works of
Mercy direct our concern towards the material and spiritual needs of others. These
include feeding the hungry, sheltering the
homeless, clothing the naked, and acts of
forgiveness, bearing wrongs patiently and
consolation. Families who engage in works
of mercy – especially during the Christmas
season, are definitely traveling a path to
greater holiness.
Throughout history, the most joyful and
contented people are those who respond to
God’s call for holiness. They have a deeper
appreciation for life and find ways to live
each day in abundance. Even in the face of
suffering, people seeking holiness maintain
a sense of peace because of their trust in
God and grounding in Him. Above all,
those who seek to imitate the Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph allow the Holy
Spirit to guide their decisions and actions.
They find ways to engage in daily prayer,
attend Sunday Mass, monthly Reconciliation, and carve out time to deepen their
friendship with God by attending a retreat,
as either an individual or as a married couple.
The Office for Marriage and Family
invites couples to attend an upcoming
marriage enrichment retreat. Here are two:
GIVEN is a shor t, power ful r etr eat

for couples who are married, dating, or
engaged. It is an opportunity to share, learn
and celebrate marriage with other couples
through engaging talks, lively music and
adoration, prayer & reconciliation. GIVEN
retreats help couples foster a deeper
relationship that is rooted in Jesus Christ &
His Church.
The GIVEN retreat begins at 8:30 AM
and concludes at 2:30 PM. Babysitting is
offered. Retreat dates are:
■ JANUARY 12, 2019 – St. John the
Baptist, Marshfield
■ JANUARY 26, 2019 – Notre Dame,
Chippewa Falls
■ FEBRUARY 23, 2019 – Mary Mother of
the Church, La Crosse
Domestic Church Retreat is a lay-led
ministry for sacramentally married couples
that enhances marriage and family life
by opening the treasures of the Church’s
teachings on love and life. The goal of
the retreat is to strengthen the couple to
experience greater harmony and joy in
their marriage through simple formation
and meaningful dialogue.
■ The next Domestic Church retreat is
March 28, 2019, 7:00 pm to March 31,
2019, 12:00 p.m. at the St. Anthony
Spirituality Center in Marathon City,
WI. For information on either retreat or
to register, go to http://diolc.org/
marriage/marriage-enrichment/
Let us seek to become families who
are living with greater gratitude, love and
forgiveness flowing from committed, daily
prayer after the model of the Holy Family.
Of course, we can only do this with the
help of God’s grace.
By: Dan Kitzhaber
Office for Marriage and Family Life

