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Epiphany of the Lord | January 6, 2019
Weekly Mass Schedule
January 5 through January 13
9:00am SM
† Carol Mayer
4:00p SM
† Virginia Rozum
6:00p SR
SR & SM Parishioners
8:30a SR
† Mary Hehli
11:00a SM
† Marcellene Zona
1:00p SM
Priest Intention
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
† Herb Henning
8:00a SM
† Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter
8:00a SR
† Richard and Barbara Puglisi
2:00p
Mass at Heatherwood
9:00a SM
† Patty Boehm-Wiesler
4:00p SM
† Kip Schultz
6:00p SR
† Dale Hanson
8:30a SR
† Shelly Steinke
11:00a SM
† Jo Ann LeMere
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners

Sat., Jan. 5

Sun., Jan. 6

Mon., Jan. 7
Tue., Jan. 8
Wed., Jan. 9
Thu., Jan. 10
Fri., Jan. 11
Sat., Jan. 12
Sun., Jan. 13

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715-514-5113
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Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
Secret Prayers
Praised be Jesus Christ!
Happy Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord!
This is the day we remember the Wise
Men (or Three Kings) finding Jesus and
offering Him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. Incidentally, a majority of
Christian cultures and Christian countries
give and receive gifts on this day, and not
on Christmas day. Just so you know, I will
use any excuse I can to increase the number of occasions on
which people give presents to me!
All kidding aside, I wanted to share with you another Catholic
“did you know?” factoid. Did you know that, at every Mass, the
priest prays a number of secret prayers? Depending on how you
count them, there are ten prayers which the priest whispers during Mass which no one, other than God, hears.
When I was a kid, my two older sisters had this uncanny ability
(which they still have now!) to communicate in a secret and unspoken code language. I called it “talking with their eyes.” It annoyed me because I knew that they were “talking” with each
other about things which I wanted to be in on (probably some
joke about me, assuredly!). Try as I might, I was never able to
“crack the code” of the secret sister-language. Perhaps you are
like me and most people who bristle at the idea of something
being kept secret from you. Especially something that concerns
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! Thus, I am using this article to “let
you in” on the ten secret priest-prayers of the Mass.
1. Before picking up the Book of the Gospels, the priest bows
and prays: “Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty God, that I
may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel.”
2. After proclaiming the Gospel, the priest (or deacon) kisses the
book and prays: “Through the words of the Gospel may our sins
be wiped away.”
3. When the priest (or deacon) pours the small bit of water into
the chalice: “By the mystery of this water and wine may we come
to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in
our humanity.”
4. After offering the bread and wine, the priest bows and prays:
“With humble spirit and contrite heart may we be accepted by
you, O Lord, and may our sacrifice in your sight this day be pleasing to you, Lord God.”
5. After this, the priest washes his hands and prays: “Wash me, O
Lord, from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.”
6. After the sign of peace, the priest breaks off a small piece of
the Host and puts it into the chalice containing the Precious
Blood and prays: “May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.”
7. Before receiving Communion himself, the priest prays one of
two options: A) “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, who, by
the will of the Father and the work of the Holy Spirit, through
your Death gave life to the world, free me by this, your most holy
Body and Blood, from all my sins and from every evil; keep me
always faithful to your commandments, and never let me be
parted from you.” Or, B) “May the receiving of your Body and

Blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment and condemnation, but through your loving mercy be for me protection in
mind and body and a healing remedy.”
8. As he receives the Body of Christ: “May the Body of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.”
9. As he drinks from the chalice: “May the Blood of Christ keep
me safe for eternal life.”
10. While he is purifying the sacred vessels after Communion:
“What has passed our lips as food, O Lord, may we possess in
purity of heart, that what has been given to us in time may be
our healing for eternity.”
Now that you know the secrets, you may be wondering, “Wow,
these are some great prayers. Why doesn’t the priest say these
out loud so that everyone can hear them?” It is a good question. I
think that it is because these prayers, in a specific way, are the
priest’s personal prayers. The priest’s “job” at Mass is different
than the rest of faithful (although this does not make him better
than anyone else). This different role of standing in the Person of
Christ during the Eucharistic Sacrifice demands a certain awareness and recollection of mind, and special prayers. These secret
prayers remind the priest of his role during the Mass, both as an
intercessor before God for all the people and as the one who
sacramentally represents Christ the Head of the Body, the
Church.
I may reflect on the content of these prayers in upcoming bulletin
articles to help us all deepen our love for the wonderful blessing
that is the Mass. Until then, I hope that you begin to foster the
practice of praying some “secret” prayers during Mass, prayers
which are between you and God alone. For example, many of us
were taught to say silently, as the priest raised the Host at the
consecration, “My Lord and my God!” Or to say as they make the
sign of the cross on their heads, lips, and hearts at the Gospel
reading, “May the Gospel of the Lord be in my mind, on my lips,
and in my heart forever.” No one is required to pray these prayers, but they are beautiful reminders to each of us of what is truly happening at those moments and they can help us grow in our
communion with Our Lord, manifested (epiphany!) at each Mass.
We could even make up our own prayers to pray at various times
during Mass. As our hearts open in love to Jesus Christ, we begin
to offer to Him the secret gifts of our heart, a true sacrifice, not
of gold, frankincense, or myrrh, but of ourselves and our praise.
And He, in a most beautiful way, offers to us the secrets gifts of
His Heart: His love and grace.

Sacraments
Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their infants at least two months prior to the anticipated date of
baptism. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more information, to download forms, and to
see upcoming baptismal class dates.
Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebration of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
time of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the anticipated date of marriage.
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Lectio

Parish Office
For a quicker response to your questions, contact our Parish
Receptionist at 715-855-1294 ext. 100. We are always happy to
hear from you!
Scrip
Stop by Scrip table after Masses to purchase scrip cards.

Sacred Heart-St. Patrick’s will be hosting an adult studies, January 15-March 19. It will be a 10 part Lectio series on Evangelization and the Acts of the Apostles, featuring Dr. Mary Healy on
Formed.org. It will be held Tuesday evenings from 6:00-7:30p at
Sacred Heart-St. Patrick’s Parish Center located at 322 Fulton
Street. Cost is $10 for materials and is due at session 1. For
more information or to register, call 715-835-2693 or email
michelle@shspec.org.

March for Life
Gather with others from around the Diocese and the Midwest
for the March for Life: Chicago!-Sunday, January 15, 2:00-4:00p
at Federal Plaza, 50 W. Adams Chicago, IL. Pro-Life Wisconsin is
sponsoring buses for transportation to/from Wausau, Plover, La
Crosse and Sparta. For more information and to register, visit
www.prolifewi.org and click on “Chicago March.”

Chalice of Mercy Annual Ukrainian Christmas Dinner
Enjoy a delicious multi-course Ukrainian Christmas dinner hosted by Valentyna Pavsyukova of Cahlice of Mercy. Special guest
Dr. Santiago Valderrabano will speak about his experience leading a medical team from Madrid on two missions to Ukraine to
assist the people of the war zone. Hear also about the opening
of St. Maris Goretti House and much more. Adults $30, children
under 10 free, table of 8 $200. January 12, begins 5:30p at 236
Pumphouse Rd, Chippewa Falls. All proceeds go to assist the
work of Chalice of Mercy. To reserve, contact Trudy Bement at
715-226-0376.

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, please
email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net or call 715529-1587.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$9,956.00
Teens/Children ...........................$54.65
Offertory (Plate) ........................$678.60
Total Envelope & Plate ................$0.00
Capital Campaign .....................$345.00

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p – Volunteer and volunteer
11:00a – Janet Fox and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Number of Orders ................................ 7
Amount Sold ..........................$1,355.00
Profit (approximately) ................$61.28
Thank you!

Theology of the Body
“Engaging Adults in the Theology of the Body: Rediscovering the
Meaning of Life, Love, Sex, and Gender.” Day-long seminar
where adults will learn and understand the heart of Theology of
the Body, and walk away with practical ways to form young
people in helping to understand their dignity and God’s plan for
sexuality. January 12 at Queen of the Apostles Catholic Church
in Tomah, WI and January 26 at St. Ann in Wausau, WI. From 9a
-3:45p. To register go to http://diol.org/yya/burning-hearts/ .

Knights of Columbus
January 7 will be our monthly meeting, officers at
6:15p, regular business meeting at 7:00p.
Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring our 4th annual Blue Mass to honor all Law enforcement, fire,
and first responders. January 13 at the 11:00a Mass. Refreshments following in the Parish Hall.

Chili Cook-off & Mac & Cheese Challenge
Sunday, January 20 from 11:30a-1:30p at Sacred Heart-St. Patrick’s Parish Center. To enter your Chili or Mac & Cheese or any
questions call 715-835-2693 or email michelle@shspec.org.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100
Bilingual Secretary (Part-time)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Office Manager
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, January 12, 4:00p
Lector

D Wogernese

Servers
storff
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

G Wolterstorff, JP Wolter-

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

J Bechly
J Bechly
W Liedl, A Tiry,
G Wolterstorff, C Tiry

Sunday, January 13, 11:00a
Lector

N Hurlburt

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

B Smiskey, L Frank
J Fox
J Fox
R Smeltzer, R Stephenson,
T Buck, D Hawker
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Fr. Schultz - Presentation

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Formation
Youth Group is this Sunday, January 6
from 6-7:30p. Invite a friend and join in!!!
For details and more information go to
www.ecdyouthministry.com
2nd graders and families: We have our
First Reconciliation Retreat on Wednesday, January 9, from 5:30-7:00p at St.
Raymond's. Looking forward to seeing
you then!
9th and 10th graders: Instead of class
this Wednesday, you will be helping at
the First Reconciliation Retreat from 5:30
-7:00p.
9th graders: We will be helping at the
Community Table this Friday from 3:007:00p. Parents, we hope to see you when
you're able to get there!
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.
Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715-286-5171.

On Sunday, January 13, after the 8:30a
Mass, Fr. John Schultz will talk with us
about St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi. Fr.
Schultz was on a pilgrimage to Assisi, Italy, for eight days the end of October. He
visited many of the sacred places of Sts.
Francis and Clare. He will have a PowerPoint presentation in the Parish Hall right
after Mass. All are welcome!

The PCCW is looking for a few
volunteers on Wednesday, January 30 at 1:30p to help the
residents of the Augusta Nursing Home to play bingo. Contact
Kim Gonyo at 715-797-3902 or at
tkgonyo@icloud.com to help with this
fun ministry. We are also looking for donations of bingo prizes. A basket will be
set out in the gathering space to collect
the prizes during the month of January.
Popular prizes include: Quarters, small
lotions, postage stamps, costume jewelry,
small stuffed animals, socks and note
cards. Thank you for your generosity!

Liturgical Ministers

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff

Church Feature

Parish Secretary

(This corner highlights a part of our
Parish that you may not know about)

Saturday, January 12, 6:00p
Lector

R Schmitt

Servers
Ushers

E Smith
C & K King

Sunday, January 13, 8:30a
Lector
Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

B Lesniewski
J Bowers, T Fischer, J Quirk
E Falbo, K Burmesch, M Hoff
P Quirk, B Severinski,
L Vetterkind, M Quirk
K Krupka, P Gentry
M Burmesch, E & D Walker

Advertiser of the Week

Diocesan Annual Appeal
This year’s goal for St. Raymond’s:
$38,005. We have received
$30,902, leaving $7,102. Remember that every dollar that we go
over our goal will come back to
our parish, or the parish will need to pay
the difference.

Winter Weather Notice

Please plan to stay after the 8:30a Mass
on Sunday, January 13, to help take down
the Christmas decorations in the church.

If the roads are bad and travel is
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for
Mass, members of the parish should use
caution. If schools are cancelled or delayed in the Eau Claire School District,
then there will be no daily Mass.

January Wedding Blessing

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week

Taking Down Decorations

If you will be celebrating your
wedding anniversary in the
month of January, please sign
up in the Gathering Space for
this special blessing after the Masses on
January 12 and 13.

Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Adults ...................................... $2,895.00
Youth Envelopes ...........................$14.50
Plate ............................................$262.50
Capital Campaign .....................$7,555.00
Fuel .................................................$5.00
Holy Day ..........................................$5.00
Total Envelope and Plate ..... $10,737.00

Devotional Table
In the left-hand corner of the gathering
space, next to the Cry Room door, is a
table marked “Devotionals.” There are
blessed rosaries for you to use or to take
with you. Hanging on the wall are some
new booklets to help you in prayer to be
used during adoration time or in preparation for confessions. On the table is a
binder filled with prayer cards and other
prayer aids that you can help yourself to
and a leather binder to sign in if you are
visiting Jesus in Adoration. Below, on the
shelves, are free reading materials for
you to use or to take with you, including
the Catholic Life magazine, One Bread One Body devotional books and other
Catholic prayer guides. Check it out!

Meet St. Mary’s Receptionists
Thank you to these wonderful people, who donate their time
to serve at St. Mary’s receptionist desk!
They are the first to greet you in the St. Mary’s office and have a wealth of
information to help you with any questions!
Becky Alexander
Becky Alexander and her husband, Scott,
joined St. Mary’s Parish in 1999. They
have four daughters, who are all active in
St. Mary’s music ministry. In addition to
working as a receptionist in St. Mary’s
office, Becky takes care of the plants and
flowers, helps in the planning of the Valentine’s Dinner, is a family faith formation teacher and is a
member of the Parish Council of Catholic Women.

Jim Bechly
Jim joined St Mary’s Parish in 1991. He is
enjoying his retirement after 38 years in
banking. Jim is the founding Grand Knight
of the Altoona KC’s and currently serves as
Treasurer. He is married to his wife Karen
for 42 years and has one daughter in Hopkins, MN.

Maryjo Frank
Maryjo Frank is a member of St. Mary's
Parish. She has been married to Brian for
15 years and they have 4 children ages
14, 11, 9 and 6. Maryjo began working in
the St Mary's office as receptionist as her
youngest went to Kindergarten last year
and she is now working from home.

Deacon Robert Hansen
Deacon Bob serves as a receptionist at St.
Mary’s as often as his schedule allows.
Deacons Bob is currently serving as a
Permanent Deacon at the following parishes: Holy Rosary Parish, Lima, St.
Mary’s, Durand, Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Mondovi

Charlie Thurner
Charlie, Becky and family moved to Altoona and joined St Mary’s Parish in
1987. Charlie and Becky have 5 children
and 7 grandchildren. Charlie is on the
Finance Committee and a Board Member
of the St Mary’s Endowment Trust.

Patrick Gentry
Patrick is a member of St. Raymond’s
Parish. He volunteers at both St. Mary’s
and St. Raymond’s. Patrick is a retired
educator. He has two sons and five
grandchildren.

Recent Additions to Our Staff:

Pat Sykora
Shelli Julson
Say Hello to them the next time you are in the office!

Elaine Welin
Elaine is a member of St. Raymond’s Parish. She just recently retired from serving
as the parish secretary for 22 years. She
has been married to Vern for 44 years;
they have 4 daughters; 10 grandchildren
and 4 great-grandchildren. She most
recently got to spend time with her newest little great-granddaughter —Little
Claudia Reneé—who lives in the Atlanta, Georgia area.

If you have a question or need some help at the St. Mary’s Parish office, please do not
hesitate to call them at 715-855-1294, ext. 100.

