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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

January 12 through January 20 
Sat., Jan. 12 4:00p SM † Kip Schultz 
  6:00p  SR † Dale Hanson 
Sun., Jan. 13 8:30a  SR † Shelly Steinke 
  11:00a SM † Jo Ann LeMere 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Jan. 14 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Jan. 15 8:00a SR David Nowicki 
Wed., Jan. 16  8:00a SM † Janet Watt Caballero 
Thu., Jan. 17 8:00a SR Fr. Daniel Thelen 
  11:00a  Mass at Oakwood Villa 
Fri., Jan. 18 9:00a SM † Robert M. Gallagher 
Sat., Jan. 19 4:00p SM † Jo Ann Deters 
  6:00p SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
Sun., Jan. 20 8:30a SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † Gary Solie 
  1:00p SM † Jose Berilla Rodriguez  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Not So Great Expectations 
Expectations are part of the human experi-
ence. Travelers expect their hotel room to 
be clean. Store owners expect the custom-
ers to pay for their purchases. Children 
expect their parents to feed them, calm 
them, and protect them. Spouses bring all 
kinds of expectations into their marriage 
relationship – some realistic and others 
impossible. 

I have come to appreciate just how omnipresent expectations 
are. Much like the air we breathe, we tend to take them as a giv-
en without much reflection. 

But unconscious or unspoken expectations can be explosions 
waiting to go off. Many workplaces experience unneeded conflict 
as a result of not having accurate or realistic job descriptions. 
Many a marital fight erupts because husband and wife are bring-
ing different expectations to a situation. Many a peer suddenly 
feels a flood of self-pity or resentment or loneliness because oth-
ers didn’t magically pick up on their subtle hints or unspoken 
cues. 

Not all expectations are equal. There are everyday expectations 
that help govern healthy human interaction: exchanges of goods 
and services, classroom rules, household tasks, driving etiquette, 
and so forth. Even in those legitimate instances, it usually helps 
to communicate the expectations verbally or in writing. But there 
are also stronger expectations, the ones that tend to fester and 
fume. That is because they are propelled by a much deeper drive 
from within the human heart: our core human desires and our 
emotional, spiritual, and physical needs. When ignored, these 
(fundamentally good) desires and needs become unruly, even 
destructive forces. 

We tend to be out of touch with what we are really feeling and 
with what our heart most deeply desires. Indeed, in God’s design, 
we only discover these deepest truths about ourselves in com-
munion with Him and others. We are mysteries unto ourselves 
and need healthy relationships to be fully human. 

Healthy relationships include communication, asking, receiving, 
and giving. The healthiest and holiest people I know have learned 
how to communicate with God and others about what they feel, 
what they truly need, what they truly desire. They have learned 
to be vulnerable and trusting. They humbly ask for what they 
need rather than taking, manipulating, or silently expecting. 

But are we attuned to our emotions, our desires, our needs? I 
know that I have not always been. Even though I was a man of 
prayer for many years, I didn’t always give due attention to my 
emotional and spiritual health. Rather, I spent much of my life 
brushing aside any sense of “emotional needs” as selfish psycho-
babble. 

I was merely following the script that I learned long ago. As a 
child, I internalized certain distorted beliefs about myself: that 
my emotions could be put on the shelf indefinitely, that they did-
n’t really matter. I could just tough it out and life would go on. 
My job was to pull it together, to work harder, and to figure out a 
better solution. To many outside observers, my life was one 
“success” after another, so this plan seemed to be working fine – 
until it didn’t. I finally reached a painful awareness that I could 

not manage, could not cope, and could not figure things out by 
myself. 

Over the last couple of years, I have been learning to reach out 
and humbly ask the appropriate people for help and support. I 
have been unlearning the lie that I must never be a burden on 
others and accepting the truth that I need and depend on the 
right people in my life – and on God. The more I ask for help from 
God and true friends, the more free I am to love and serve with 
an undivided heart in my calling as a shepherd of souls. 

One book that has been life-changing for me is Seven Desires by 
Mark and Debbie Laaser. They make the claim that every human 
heart has certain universal desires: to be heard and understood, 
to be affirmed, to be blessed, to be safe, to be touched in a 
meaningful way, to be chosen, and to be included. If we feel a 
great void in one or more of those desires, we can easily start 
placing expectations on others, and harbor blame if they fall 
short of those expectations. In truth, it is unreasonable to expect 
others to fulfill our own deepest longings. But we will slide into 
that behavior if we feel empty on the inside. 

It struck me that Jesus and Mary themselves, the New Adam and 
the New Eve, experienced these seven human desires no less 
than we did. Indeed, God willed that they be fulfilled in those 
desires. Not everyone understood Jesus or blessed him or chose 
him – but certain key people did, not to mention God Himself. 
During this Christmas Season, we have been reflecting on the 
baby Jesus, the child Jesus, the Holy Family, and today his launch-
ing into public ministry at his baptism. So much of his life was 
spent receiving what his heart needed. The same was true of his 
Blessed Mother. 

In the Gospels, Jesus and Mary were both unabashed in asking 
for and receiving help from others. They depended radically and 
constantly on the Father in all things. So there was in them no 
taking or grasping or striving for the needs of their heart. They 
freely asked and freely received. In that authentic freedom, they 
were able to give everything on Good Friday. May each of us 
learn from them how to receive and how to give freely and 
wholeheartedly in healthy relationships. 

For similar reflections, check out Father’s blog at 
www.abideinlove.com 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

 
Blue Mass 

January 13 at 11a Mass, 4th annual Blue Mass to honor all Law 
enforcement, fire, and first responders. Refreshments following 
in the Parish Hall. 

Bulletin Board 
Take a glimpse of up coming events, retreats, Bible studies and 
more on our bulletin board located in our gathering space.     
 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p  –  Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a  –  Pat Sykora and volunteer 

 
Last Week’s Scrip Information 

Amount Sold .......................... $3,385.00 
Weekly Profit   .......................... $202.39 
 

Thank you! 

Family Faith Formation 

2nd Graders (and Parents) from Family Faith Formation who 
are preparing for First Reconciliation in English:   
Our First Reconciliation Retreat (English) is this Wednesday at 
6:15p. Please make sure at least one parent attends. Our First 
Reconciliation Service (English) is this Friday at 6:15p. Join us for 
a special service where you’ll make your first confession, fol-
lowed by a cookie reception to celebrate! Parents are welcome 
to receive reconciliation as well. 
 

Middle School Youth Group next Sunday! All 6-8th graders are 
invited to a deanery-wide Youth Group for games, snacks, Bible 
teaching, small groups, friends and prayer. The meeting is Sun-
day, January 20 from 6:00-7:30p. We meet at the Rubenzer 
Home, 6104 White Owl Lane. Details at ECDYouthMinistry.com. 
 

6th-12th graders, save the date for our Action City Catholic 
Youth Rally! Friday, January 25 from 6-10p. Games, go-karts, 
pizza, pop, special speaker and friends all for $20 a person. Visit 
ECDYouthMinistry.com for more information or call Jacqueline 
at 414-698-6040 for tickets.  
RCIA meets this Thursday! Topic is The Reformation, at St. 
Mary’s from 6:30-8:30p. 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, January 19, 4:00p 

Lector M Hanson 

Servers S Webster, Z Niedzwiecki 
A. Server M Niedzwiecki 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, M Kloss, 
  B Webster, R Verdegan 
 

Sunday, January 20, 11:00a 
Lector D Wogernese 

Servers A Rosener, R Semerad 
A. Server N Mullenberg 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers R Mullenberg, D Kamrowski, 
  D McNamara, T Sykora 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ................................... $15,489.50 
Teens/Children ........................... $31.80 
Offertory (Plate) ...................... $1205.89 
Total Envelope & Plate ....... $16,727.19 
 

Capital Campaign  .................. $2,513.87 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

                                               Additional Christmas  
                                   Flower Donations: 
               Memorial                           Donor 
 

                                         Dan Redlich         Eugene & Jeanette Cesafsky 
 

              Todd Olson               Don & Gerry Hawker 

Day Of Penance, Pilgrimage and Prayer 

On January 22, visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe for a 
day of prayer for life. Join speaker Joseph Scheidler, founder of 
pro-life action league at 10a for a pro life talk in the lower level 
of the Church. Holy Mass following at 11a, with the Divine Mercy 
chaplet at 12:15p. For group reservations, a pizza buffet is avail-
able at 12:30p, call Steve Doll 6058-782-5440 ext. 240. 

Lectio 

Sacred Heart - St. Patrick’s will be hosting an adult studies, Jan-
uary 15 - March 19. It will be a 10 part Lectio series on Evangeli-
zation and the Acts of the Apostles, featuring Dr. Mary Healy on 
Formed.org. It will be held Tuesday evenings from 6:00 - 7:30p 
at Sacred Heart-St. Patrick’s Parish Center located at 322 Fulton 
Street. Cost is $10 for materials and is due at session 1. For 
more information or to register, call 715-835-2693 or email 
michelle@shspec.org. 

Chili Cook-Off & Mac & Cheese Challenge 

Sunday, January 20 from 11:30a-1:30p at Sacred Heart-St. Pat-
rick’s Parish Center. To enter your Chili or Mac & Cheese or any 
questions call 715-835-2693 or email michelle@shspec.org. 

Prayer Chain 

To add a name or prayer inten-
tions to the prayer chain, please 
email Janet Fox at general-
book@charter.net or call 715-
529-1587. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, January 19, 6:00p 

Lector P Uhlig 
 

Servers E Frank 
Ushers J Jaenke, M Rockow 
 

Sunday, January 20, 8:30a 
Lector T Smith 

 L Hinrichs, L & J Vetterkind 
Servers J Campbell, K Gruba, 
  R Knolmayer 
Ushers J Sauter, K Roberts, 
  T Lindgren, B Grzyb 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
Counters 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $3,666.00 
Holy Day Envelopes ...................... $65.00 
Plate ............................................ $354.50 
Capital Campaign ..................... $2,285.00 
First Offering ................................. $81.00 
Christmas ...................................... $20.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $6,471.50 

If you are not feeling well during 
these winter months, please be 
considerate of others by 
refraining from handshakes 

during the Sign of Peace and by not 
receiving from the chalice at communion.  

If You Are Not Feeling Well 

Parish News Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will 
have their next meeting on 
Monday, January 14 at 7:00p. 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Church Feature 
(This corner highlights a part of our 
 Parish that you may not know about) 
 

Bulletin Boards 
There are two bulletin boards at St. Ray-
mond’s just off of the gathering space. 
For the most part they have the same 
information on them so you can see 
them no matter which door you come 
in. The bulletin boards are divided into 3 
sections. Parish, Diocese and Communi-
ty. Under the Parish section the last Pas-
toral Council minutes are posted as well 
as Ushers’ instructions, and Family Faith 
Formation schedules. The Diocese has 
events and safe environment infor-
mation, and also priests and seminarians 
photos. Community events are hung by 
date of the event. Please check with the 
office before you hang anything on the 
boards. Thank you! 

Family Faith Formation   
Please pray for the 2nd graders who will 
celebrate their First Reconciliation in a 
couple of weeks! It will be on Thursday, 
January 24 at 6:00p. 

Adoration Time Change 
Due to First Reconciliation for the 2nd 
graders, Adoration will be from 7:00p-
10:00p on Thursday, January 24. 

Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Homebound Visits 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 
If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention. Also, please include whether or 
not the individual is living or deceased. 

2019 Offering Envelopes 
Please pick up your 2019 Offering Enve-
lopes. They are in the Gathering Space. 
This will save the Parish postage. 

The PCCW is looking for a few 
volunteers on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 30 at 1:30p to help the 
residents of the Augusta Nurs-
ing Home to play bingo. Contact 

Kim Gonyo at 715-797-3902 or at 
tkgonyo@icloud.com to help with this 
fun ministry. We are also looking for do-
nations of bingo prizes. A basket will be 
set out in the gathering space to collect 
the prizes during the month of January. 
Popular prizes include: Quarters, small 
lotions, postage stamps, costume jewelry, 
small stuffed animals, socks and note 
cards. Thank you for your generosity! 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Winter Weather Notice 

If the roads are bad and travel is  
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for 
Mass, members of the parish should use 
caution. If schools are cancelled or de-
layed in the Eau Claire School District, 
then there will be no daily Mass. 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

This year’s goal for St. Raymond’s: 
$38,005. We have received 
$30,902, leaving $7,102. Remem-
ber that every dollar that we go 
over our goal will come back to 

our parish, or the parish will need to pay 
the difference.

Deanery Adoration Anniversary 

It is the 5 year Anniversary of 
Deanery Adoration at the Bene-
dictine Chapel. There will be a 
special 5 year anniversary Mass 
on Sunday, January 27, at 1:00p 
at St. Patrick Church, 316 Fulton 
Street, Eau Claire. Following, there will be 
a reception in the Parish Center at 322 
Fulton St. All are welcome!  




