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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND

OF PEÑAFORT

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time | February 10, 2019
Weekly Mass Schedule
February 9 through February 17
4:00p SM
† Michael Bauer
6:00p SR
† Allen Schank
8:30a SR
† Gene Pulvermacher
11:00a SM
†
† Mike Haugen
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
8:00a SM
† Jo Ann LeMere
8:00a SR
† Dan Hart Family
10:30a
Mass at Augusta NH
9:00a SM
† Dorothy Killand
4:00p SM
† Joe, Margie & John Servi
6:00p SR
SR & SM Parishioners
8:30a SR
† Rudy Rombalski & Parents
11:00a SM
† Edward & Florence Swatzina
1:00p SM
Priest Intention

Sat., Feb. 9
Sun., Feb. 10

Mon., Feb. 11
Tue., Feb. 12
Wed., Feb. 13
Thu., Feb. 14
Fri., Feb. 15
Sat., Feb. 16
Sun., Feb. 17

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Unlearning Our Lies
“You must unlearn what you have
learned.” These days I find myself pondering those words of Master Yoda. For the
sake of the unfortunate uninitiated souls
somehow still unfamiliar with the Star
Wars universe (I suppose there are still
one or two left), I can remind everyone of
the plot of The Empire Strikes Back. After a
dull childhood on a desert planet, Luke
Skywalker has found himself swept up into great space adventures, joining the rebellion against the evil galactic empire. He
begins to discover his true destiny as one of the Jedi, the ancient
noble protectors of the galaxy, who are able to tap into “the
Force” to do things that normally would seem impossible (e.g.,
glimpsing the future or moving objects through telekinesis).
Much of the movie depicts Luke’s training with Yoda, the legendary Jedi Master. Yoda trains Luke with all the methodology of a
Zen master. Again and again, Luke discovers that his preconceived expectations do not match the deeper reality. The training
stretches him physically and mentally and emotionally, often
resulting in childish pouting and fits. At one point, Yoda asks the
impossible – for Luke to use the Force to lift up his spacecraft
that has sunk into the marsh. Yoda assures him that the task is no
different than moving a small rock. It is only different in one’s
mind. It is at that point that Yoda utters two of his famous taglines: You must unlearn what you have learned and do or do not;
there is no try. Luke “tries” and does not. Yoda then stuns Luke by
doing the impossible and lifting the ship.
Eventually, Luke grows and matures. He needed more time to
unlearn what he had learned. His transformation was slow and
gradual, sometimes painful and frustrating, but also featuring
moments of breakthrough and liberation.
I can definitely relate. As you probably know by now, during
these past couple of years, I have been on a journey of personal
healing and freedom. To summarize the experience, I can turn to
the words of another Luke, namely, the Gospel writer. Mine has
been the experience described by Simeon during the Presentation in the Temple. As the Virgin Mary brings the baby Jesus, Simeon speaks a cryptic prophecy over her: “A sword will pierce
through your own soul, so that the thoughts of many hearts may
be revealed” (Luke 2:35). These past couple of years, I have experienced an ever deeper relationship with Jesus’ mother Mary.
Staying close to her sorrowful heart, I have found my own heart
being laid bare, layer by layer.
Like Luke Skywalker, I have found some steps of the journey to
be exhilarating. He discovers hidden abilities and begins doing
things that he never would have imagined possible. I have definitely discovered new joy and freedom, hidden blessings and
gifts. Many of you have marveled at the way I slowly but surely
lost weight (over 70 pounds!). That has been more a side effect
of healthier living than a direct goal. The journey into my heart
showed up in my body. What had previously been impossible
suddenly began happening.
At other times, like Luke in his training, I have found myself pushing against invisible barriers – the diabolical lies and unholy

agreements forged long ago in my heart. God has been delivering
me from lies of shame, fear, rejection, and abandonment.
Lately God has been uncovering layers of self-protection, going
back even to my earliest years of life. I have been learning to see
my whole life as a big and beautiful story, guided by God and,
yes, sharing at times in Christ’s suffering. Obviously, I do not explicitly remember my infancy, but I am beginning to understand
how profoundly painful it was. My father was recently returned
from the Vietnam War, in which he had navigated bombing missions. He felt personally responsible for those deaths. As I was
born, he was plunged into addictions and significant mental
health challenges. My mother, overwhelmed, moved back to
Wisconsin for support, seeking to reconnect with the Church and
with extended family. But in the meantime, with both parents
traumatized, there were inevitably times in which I as an infant
found myself feeling alone and unnoticed, uncared for and unloved. At times during my prayer, I experience fragmented and
very painful emotional memories – along with deep consolation
and healing. God has been showing to me that, even before conscious thinking, I made a vow that it would be much more safe
and much less painful to be “independent” and look after myself.
I repeatedly ratified that vow over the course of my childhood
amidst challenging family situations. I used my imagination to
forge an enormous inner world, one to which I could safely escape, and in which I could avoid the awful pain of feeling unwanted or unloved or rejected.
That inner world was beautiful, but lonely. I suppose that I needed some level of self-protection, and continued to need it for a
while. The problem is that I don’t need self-protection anymore –
yet still find myself engaging in it – even against God himself. I
daily call on the name of Jesus to break the chains that I forged
when I made that unholy vow, all those years ago. With help
from God and others I am unlearning what I have learned. I am
learning to be loved and to love.
I suspect that most of you, like Luke and like me, have many lies
to unlearn as we all seek to abide in love and truth.
Read more at Father’s blog at www.abideinlove.com
PRO-LIFE WITNESS: Since 1985, a local group of Christians have
gathered weekly to bear peaceful witness to the dignity of each
human person. Sadly, every day in our nation 3,000 human persons are killed through abortion. Please consider joining our
prayer. Stand up for those have no voice to fight for themselves,
and pray for the building up of a culture of life and a civilization
of love. Location: frontage road north of Planned Parenthood in
the Shopko Plaza (East Clairemont Avenue). When: Mondays
and Fridays 11:30am-12:30pm, Wednesdays 4:00pm-5:00pm
(rain or shine). For more information contact: Don Anderson
(715-835-1724), Tony Sykora (715-864-7800) or Sara Hansen
(715-214-5081).

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Baptism Classes
Next baptism class will be on: Sunday, March 17 at 9:30a and
Sunday, May 19 at 9:30a. Please contact the parish office to reserve or for more information.
Pláticas de Bautismo
Próxima plática será: domingo, 24 de febrero a las 2p y domingo,
14 de abril a las 2p. Favor de comunicarse con la oficina parroquial para reservar o para más información.

Happy Valentine’s Day with Love from the Faith Formation
team! In keeping the celebration, this week’s classes will revolve around Saint Pope John Paul II’s beautiful teaching on
Theology of the Body! Pray for us as we address this very important teaching.

Formed.org
Our focus on Marriage continues this week with an episode from
the acclaimed series, Beloved: Living Marriage on Formed.org.
Whether you’ve been married less than a year or upward of sixty, every marriage thrives when Christ is at the center. Episode 1
of Beloved gives a mix of theoretical teachings and practical advice that will lead to fun and meaningful conversations between
you and your spouse.

50th Wedding Anniversary
The Diocese of La Crosse is again sponsoring the 50th Jubilee
Wedding Anniversary celebrations for those couples celebrating
fifty years of marriage. If you will celebrate your 50th wedding
anniversary in 2019 please join Bishop Callahan on August 25,
here at St. Mary’s, in Altoona for a special event. Please sign up
in the gathering space by March 18.

Dynamic Catholic
The Find Your Greatness event delves into the four life-giving
spiritual habits of engaged Catholics. Join us at Notre Dame
Church, on April 6. Tickets include admission as well as a bag full
of great resources. Visit DynamicCatholic.com or call Janet Fox at
715-529-1587 for more information.

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, please
email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net or call 715529-1587.

Confirmation this Wednesday: All 9th and 10th graders meet
at St. Mary’s this Wednesday from 6:30-8:00p. This is the second in a 3-part series on Theology of the Body - we’ll address
hard questions from gender identity to sex and marriage and
the basics of relationship and vocational calling.
RCIA this Thursday: Topic is Theology of the Body, at St.
Mary’s from 6:30-8:30p. Feel free to bring cupcakes and candy
hearts!

Parish Council of Catholic Women
PCCW is selling fresh, warm and delicious rolls after
Mass next weekend, February 16-17. This is a fundraiser to purchase a table to be used for funerals. The
rolls will be $2 each or $7 for four. Buy as many as
you want and eat them all week.
Embrace Your Call to Holiness Retreat at St. Mary’s, Saturday,
March 2nd. Confessions at 7a, Rosary at 8:10a, Mass at 9a, Registration from 8-9:30a. Event and first talk starts at 10a. Nationally known speaker is Marge Fenelon who will speak on Spiritualty of Womanhood and Turning Your Sorrow into Joy: Jesus’
Promise to You. Cost is $25 for early registration before February 16 and $35 by February 23. Brochures can be found in our
gathering space. For more information contact Julie Brindle at
715-456-6351.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100

Saturday, February 16, 4:00p

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time)

Lector

J Nelson

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

Z Niedzwiecki, L Johnson
M Niedzwiecki
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, M Kloss,
J Hayden, P Connell

Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Office Manager
St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$5,550.00
Teens/Children ...........................$67.00
Offertory (Plate) ........................$593.35
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $6,210.00

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p - Volunteer and volunteer
11:00a - Pat Sykora and volunteer
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Amount Sold ..........................$3,675.00

Thank you!

Liturgical Ministers

Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Sunday, February 17, 11:00a
Lector

N Hurlburt

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

C Chilson, T Chilson
M Nuesse
N Mullenberg
M Chilson, R Mullenberg,
D Hawker, J Bauer

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Knights of Columbus

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Formation
Next Sunday, February 17, families are
invited to go to confession after the 8:30a
Mass. Plan on taking your family and
then stopping in to the pancake breakfast!
Middle School Youth Group meets next
Sunday from 6-7:30p. Invite a friend and
give it a shot! For more information go to
www.ecdyouthministry.com
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.
Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin at ewelin327@gmail.com or
call Diane Walker at 715-286-5171.
Mass Intentions
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 stipend for each
intention. Also, please include whether or
not the individual is living or deceased.
Hall Rental
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400.

The Knights of Columbus are
hosting a Youth Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, February 17,
right after Mass. Cost will be a
free will donation. All are welcome!
The KC Family Movie Night will be Saturday, March 2 after the evening Mass. Hot
dogs, popcorn, drinks and chips provided.
Dessert to pass is welcomed. Bring blankets, pillows, etc.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, February 11 at 7:00p.
Lenten Fish Frys start Friday, March 8
from 4:00-7:00p.

The Parish Council of Catholic
Women are in need of a volunteer to coordinate 4 bake walks
during Friday Fish Frys in Lent
this year. March 8, 15, 22 and
29. Each date would require about 3
hours of time between 4:30 and 7:30p. A
sign up board will already be started for
providing baked items and volunteers to
sell paddles. The volunteer coordinator
would be there to oversee the
event. Contact Claire Parr for details by
March 3 at parrstrum@gmail.com, or at
715-878-4184.

Diocesan Annual Appeal

Catholic Women’s Retreat

This year’s goal for St. Raymond’s:
$38,005. We have received
$31,452, leaving $6,552. We have
almost reached our goal! If you
have not had a chance to make
your annual donation, please help us finish strong and reach our goal!

All women of the Parish are reminded of
the March 2 Catholic Women’s Retreat
sponsored by the Eau Claire Deanery
Council of Catholic Women (DCCW) at St.
Mary’s Parish in Altoona. For more details, look for the brochure in the gathering space titled Embracing Your Call to
Holiness. Early reservations are due by
February 16th - $25, regular reservations
are due by February 23rd - $35.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, February 16, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

R Schmitt
K Pfaff, J Quirk
B Lesniewski
K Falch, P Quirk

Sunday, February 17, 8:30a
Lector
Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

J Ceranski
T Fischer, C Kostka, J Rollins
B Grzyb, T Lindgren,
J & C Rollins
K Krupka, M Miller
M Burmesch, P Gentry
D Ziemann

Advertiser of the Week

Newly Baptized - Congratulations!
Jack Thomas Smith
Parents: Jacob Smith &
Katherine Bornick
Ethan Christopher Berger
Parents: Christopher & Amy Jo Berger

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Aaron & Cheree Tiry
715-835-2129 TeamTiry.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

50th Wedding Anniversary
The Diocese of La Crosse is again sponsoring 50th Jubilee Wedding Anniversary
celebrations for those couples celebrating
fifty years of marriage. If you will celebrate your 50th wedding anniversary in
2019 please join Bishop Callahan on August 25 at St. Mary’s, in Altoona for a
special event. Please sign up in the gathering space by March 18.

Winter Weather Notice
If the roads are bad and travel is
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for
Mass, members of the parish should use
caution. Please use your best judgment
when deciding if it is safe to travel to
Mass. If schools are cancelled or delayed
in the Eau Claire School District, then
there will be no daily Mass.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults...................................... $2,677.00
Youth Envelopes ........................... $14.00
Plate ............................................ $441.50
Capital Campaign ..................... $2,175.00
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $5,307.50

A Short History of St. Anthony de Padua
By: Rebecca Burmesch
St. Anthony de Padua in Augusta was founded in 1857 by Father
Koke. Like most rural parishes at the time, it would take time to
build the physical building. In the meantime, parishioners
opened their homes for monthly services.
In 1876, the church was built. The congregation grew quickly and
to accommodate the larger numbers, an addition was completed
in 1900. During this time, priests traveled from Fairview and
Glenwood City until St Anthony’s became a mission parish of St.
Mary’s in Altoona. The population of the parish continued to
grow and another addition was built. In 1923, the mission was
transferred to St. Joseph’s of Fairview.
St. Anthony de Padua became in independent parish in 1953. A
parsonage was built next door to the church.
Current St. Raymond’s parishioner Bernie Walker was baptized,
grew up in St. Anthony’s and also married her husband, Lynn, in
the parish. She remembers a friendly community made up of
close-knit, farm families. Her favorite memories include Christmas and Easter. The atmosphere, the decorations and, as a longtime member of the choir, a lot of music to celebrate these occasions made it special. Bernie and the other children also looked
forward to seeing Santa at the Christmas potluck.

St. Anthony de Padua Church Exterior, Augusta, WI

Another fond memory is the annual Fall Bazaar that was held on
a Tuesday and open to the public consisting of a bake sale and
salad and hot dish luncheon.
The children of St. Anthony’s attended CCD classes on Saturday
afternoon. In mid-May, after school let out for the summer, the
children had “Sister School” as they called it. For two weeks,
nuns visited the parish for a more intensive CCD education. The
daily schedule included Mass, lessons and recess time.
Adult women of the parish joined the Altar Society. This group
consisted of three circles of members who took turns serving
neighbors, helping with funerals, and fundraising via bake sales
to contribute to the treasury. But this organization was more
than a service group, it was also social. Many of the women didn’t drive so their husbands would bring them to the meetings.
While the women conducted business, the men played cards. A
social was then held after the meeting’s business was concluded.
In 1993, St. Anthony de Padua joined with St. John the Baptist in
Fall Creek and Holy Guardian Angels in Brackett to form the TriCreek Catholic Community (TCCC) which later became St. Raymond of Peñafort parish. The St. Anthony de Padua building became a family residence. Some items from St. Anthony’s that
found a home at St. Raymond’s are the deacon’s bench that sits
by the altar, the Last Supper relief in the altar and the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and Mary statues in the gathering space.
Bernie and Lynn were saddened by the news of the closing of St.
Anthony’s. There was a lot of history and life events that took
place there. The forming of TCCC and the parishioners of the
three parishes working together helped with the transition.
The Walkers have learned to accept their new parish and are
happy as members of St. Raymond’s. One plus is they have met
many more people they wouldn’t have met before. “This is our
church, our family.”

Interior of St. Anthony’s at Christmas

This statue of Mary, from
St. Anthony’s, is now is the
gathering space at St. Raymond’s

Note: Historical information was gathered from research
compiled by Elaine Welin and an interview with Bernie and
Lynn Walker.

Rebecca Burmesch is a member of St. Raymond’s
and is most often seen playing her oboe with the
Contemporary Choir.

