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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of  

ST. MARY&  ST. RAYMOND 
OF PEÑAFORT  

Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

April 13 through April 21 
Sat., Apr. 13 4:00p SM † Jo Ann LeMere 
  6:00p  SR A Policeman Son 
Sun., Apr. 14 8:30a  SR † Mary Gentry 
  11:00a SM † Gary Soley 
  1:00p SM † Joe, Margie & John Servi 
Mon., Apr. 15 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Apr. 16 ——— No Mass ——— 
Wed., Apr. 17  8:00a SM † Doreen Bauer 
Thu., Apr. 18 7:00p* SM † Joan Clay 
Fri., Apr. 19 2:00p SM Good Friday Service 
Sat., Apr. 20 9:00p* SM † Lee Torres 
Sun., Apr. 21 8:30a* SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
  11:00a* SM † Gerald & Helen Stolp 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners  
 

*Incense at this Mass 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 
Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday   5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by 
Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you. 
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Getting to the Roots 
 

“There are a thousand hacking at the 
branches of evil to one who is striking at 
the root.” Those words of Walden by Hen-
ry David Thoreau, written in 1854, still 
speak wisdom today. Cut off the branch, 
and it will eventually grow back – along 
with the fruit it bears. If we are serious 
about change, we will need to go down to 
the roots. 

Digging down to the roots of a tree is hard work enough. Doing 
so with the human heart takes enormous courage and vulnerabil-
ity. We will never be able to do it alone. The prophet Jeremiah 
describes it well: “More tortuous than anything is the human 
heart, beyond remedy; who can understand it? I, the Lord, ex-
plore the mind and test the heart, giving to all according to their 
ways, according to the fruit of their deeds” (Jeremiah 17:9-10). 
Our own hearts are a mystery to us. Only in communion with 
God and others can we discover the full truth about ourselves. 

I’ve shared before the insights of Mark and Debbie Laaser. They 
wrote a book for married couples entitled Seven Desires, in 
which they identify certain universal human desires: to be heard 
and understood, to be affirmed, to be blessed, to be safe, to be 
touched in a meaningful way, to be chosen, and to be included. 
They often tell couples, “The problem is not the problem,” using 
the image of an iceberg. What we think of as “the problem,” 
what we focus so much of our energy and attention on, is just the 
tip of the iceberg. Beneath the surface, silent and massive, lurks a 
strong force in motion that warrants much greater attention. 

For example, Fred may be an alcoholic. At first glance, his drink-
ing is the main problem in their marriage. After all, his acting out 
with alcohol has damaged his health, his career, and his relation-
ships. But his drinking is not the primary problem. Lurking be-
neath are painful places of his heart that he does not want to 
enter: sad places, lonely places, feelings of unworthiness and 
shame, as well as distorted beliefs about himself and about God. 
He is afraid to go down there because of the pain. Little does he 
realize that, even deeper in his heart is the full and glorious truth 
about himself – that he is a beloved child of God, fearfully and 
wonderfully made. In the depths of his good heart he still feels 
very deep and very good human desires: to be loved and accept-
ed unconditionally, to feel safe and secure, and so forth. With the 
right kind of encouragement, he can reconnect with those deep-
er desires. Whether in the form of Alcoholics Anonymous or 
some other support network, he can find the encouragement 
and consistency needed to journey into the labyrinth of his heart 
– and discover God’s image there. Meanwhile, Fred’s wife Sally 
needs to discover that her deepest pain is not from Fred’s acting 
out with alcohol. She has an unexplored iceberg of her own, in-
cluding deep desires and painful problems that existed long be-
fore she met Fred. She, too, will need enormous support to begin 
believing that her heart is good and worth fighting for. 

Let’s return to Thoreau’s image of the roots of a tree. Bob 
Schuchts offers a similar image of the human heart in his book Be 
Healed. He contrasts the Tree of Life (an image for our life in 
Christ) with the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil (an image for 

our life of sin).  Drawing from Ephesians, he describes a process 
of security / maturity / purity as we grow from the roots to the 
trunk to the fruits. By contrast, our life of sin sprouts up from the 
roots of insecurity, grows in immaturity, and bears the rotten 
fruits of impurity. The unhealthy growth comes in the form of 
one or more of the seven deadly sins. The rotten fruit that 
emerges are the sins we priests typically hear people confessing 
–over and over and over again. Perhaps it’s gossip and jealousy, 
perhaps fault-finding and outbursts of anger, perhaps pornogra-
phy and masturbation, perhaps overindulging in food and drink. 

Those poor penitents sincerely desire to stop their sins. And with-
out a doubt, they are forgiven every time. But they are likely to 
keep repeating the same sins until they can go down to the roots. 
There Bob describes the “seven deadly wounds” of abandon-
ment, fear, powerlessness, hopelessness, confusion, rejection, 
and shame. We experience these wounds during the most pain-
ful moments of our life. It is within those deep human wounds 
that the evil one eagerly attempts to sow his lies: you are all 
alone, you will never figure it out, you will always mess it up, no 
one would ever want to love you… We can carry these lies within 
our hearts for many, many years. 

Healing at the roots of our sins includes allowing Jesus to enter in 
and cast out the lies about ourselves and about God. Even more 
important than renouncing the lies, it means positively allowing 
the love and truth of Jesus to be proclaimed and embraced and 
integrated. It is one thing to believe a truth intellectually, but 
another for it to sprout and grow and bear fruit. 

As we approach another Easter, may we all take courage in the 
fact that Jesus has borne our pain. By his wounds we are healed. 
He knows the depths of our hearts and desires to meet us there 
with his love and truth. May we all have the courage to go down 
to the roots. 

Read more at Father’s Blog: www.abideinlove.com 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

St. Mary’s School - Stations of the Cross 
Stations of the Cross at St. Mary’s from 2:55 - 3:15p on Tuesday, 
April 16. 

Friday Mass  
Morning Mass on Friday, April 19 is cancelled. Good Friday Ser-
vice is at 2:00p.  

Office Closed 
Easter Sunday the Parish office is closed.  

Baptism Classes 
Next Baptism prep class is Sunday, May 19 at 9:30a. For more 
information or to sign up, please contact the Parish office.  

Family Faith Formation 

Have a blessed Holy Week as we prepare to enter the Sacred 
Easter Triduum! No classes at all this week. 

Chrism Mass in La Crosse 

The Chrism Mass is one of the diocesan highlights at which the 
Bishop blesses the oils for the celebration of the Sacraments of 
Baptism and the Anointing of the Sick, and consecrates the Sa-
cred Chrism used in the Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy 
Orders. Priests also renew their priestly promises at this Mass, 
and the faithful pray for them. The Chrism Mass will be cele-
brated on April 16, at 10:30a, at St. Joseph the Workman Cathe-
dral in La Crosse. Please consider attending! The Mass will also 
be live streamed at diolc.org/live. 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, April 20, 4:00p* 

Lector D Wogernese, M Hanson 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, M Wanke 
A. Server R Wanke 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers R Stephenson, W Liedl,                           
 B Webster, A Ricciardi 

Sunday, April 21, 11:00a* 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers S Black, R Semerad 
Thurifer N Mullenberg 
A. Server C Thurner 
S. Server C Thurner 
Ushers R Mullenberg, D Hawker, 
  F Chukwudelunzu 
 
*Incense at this Mass 

Liturgical Ministers 

Thursday, April 18, 7:00p* 

Lector J Nyberg 

Servers S Black, L Frank 
A. Server J Fox 
S. Serve J Fox 
Ushers W Liedl, D McNamara                           
  R Verdegan, A Ricciardi 

Friday, April 19, 2:00p 
Lector D Wogernese, N Hurlburt 

 J Bechly, D Effertz, 
  J Hegenbart 
Servers N Mullenberg, S Webster 
A. Server T Falbo 
S. Server J Bechly 
Ushers W Liedl, A Tiry, C Tiry,  
  P Connell 
 
*Incense at this Mass 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer      715-855-1294 , x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Misas de Semana Santa  

Misa de jueves santo - 7:00p 
Misa de viernes santo - 2:00p 
Misa de Vigilia Pascual - 9:00p 

Catholics at the Capitol 

Join Catholics from across the state, on April 30, as we gather in 
Madison for a day of prayer, information and advocacy. Attend 
workshop on Catholic social teaching, homeless, immigration, 
pro-life health care and criminal justice. For more information 
and registration, go to www.wisconsincatholic.org or call the 
Wisconsin Catholic Conference at 608-257-0004. Admission 
(including continental breakfast & lunch): $40 for adult advance 
registration; $12 for full-time students; $50 for same-day adult.  

Retiro Emaús 

¿Te animas a un encuentro personal con Jesucristo?  
Retiro Emaús solo para mujeres desde el 28-30 de junio y para 
hombres desde el 26-28 de julio. Ambos Retiros serán en Sparta, 
costo es de $100 por persona, incluye cuarto y comida. Espacio 
limitado, para anotarse desde ya comuniquese con Jessica en la 
oficina parroquial. Más detalles muy pronto. 

Leadership in Christ Conference 

April 26-27 in La Crosse, “Transformation is Possible”- Dr. Bill 
Keimig, will speak Friday evening and Saturday morning on the 
keys to transformation through Christ-as a person, a family and 
a parish. Choose from a wide variety of breakout sessions after-
noon. Details and registration at www.diolc.org/leadership. 
Questions? Contact Chris Ruff at ministries@diolc.org. 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 

Adults ..................................... $7,231.00 
Teens/Children ........................... $29.42 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $936.51 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $8,196.93 
 

Capital Campaign  .................. $1,701.28 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
 

Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 
 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 
 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 
 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 
 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministers 

Sunday, April 21, 8:30a* 
Lector Todd Fischer 

 N Falbo, M Callaghan, 
  K King 
Servers T & E Falbo, B Quirk, 
  P Callaghan 
Ushers T Starks, T Lindgren, 
  C King, J Jaenke 
Greeters K Krupka, D Starks 
Counters D Ziemann, S & P Barth 
*Incense at this Mass 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $4,333.00 
Youth Envelopes ........................... $13.00 
Plate ............................................ $214.50 
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,471.67 
Building Fund Envelopes ............. $255.00 
First Offering ................................. $15.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $6,302.17 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Parish News 

Family Faith Formation   

K-8: our final class is on Sunday, April 28. 
Come celebrate a fantastic year of Family 
Formation! 

The next Middle School Youth Group is 
Sunday, April 28 from 6-7:30p. Come join 
the fun of the Edge Easter Egg Hunt!  

2nd graders: our First Holy Communion 
retreat and rehearsal is on Wednesday, 
May 1 from 5:30-7:30p.  Dinner will be 
provided. Siblings are welcome!  

Mass Cancellations 

During Holy week, weekday Mass on 
Tuesday, April 16 is cancelled as the 
priests will be in La Crosse for the Chrism 
Mass. Morning Mass on Thursday, April 
18 is cancelled and Holy Thursday Mass 
will be at 7:00p at St. Mary’s. 

Adoration/Confessions Cancelled 

The evening of Holy Thursday, April 18, 
Adoration and Confessions are cancelled. 

Triduum 2019 at St. Mary’s 

This year Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter Vigil will be held at St. Mary’s. 
Please join us for this sacred celebration. 

Communion to Homebound 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus wish 
to express their gratitude to 
everyone who volunteered and 
helped make this year’s Fish 

Frys a huge success! Thank you to every-
one who came and supported the Knights 
by eating at the Fish Frys! 

Thank you to everyone who has 
helped or donated baked goods 
this Lenten season, during the 
Knight’s Fish Frys! 
The annual collection for the 

Divine Mercy Sunday Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women will be on April 27 and 
28. This collection is used for many works 
of charity thoughout the year. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

King’s Closet 

If you are planning to do 
some spring cleaning around 
your house, remember King’s 
Closet!  They will take all 

clothing and shoes. Just leave your dona-
tions inside the north door of the Church! 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Ladies of the Parish 

The Parish Council of Catholic Women is 
searching for several women interested 
in running for officer positions.  The Vice 
President office remains vacant and has 
one year remaining in the cycle.  The 
President and Secretary positions are up 
for election in May with installation in 
June.  The positions are from July 2019 to 
June 2021.  Please contact any of the 
current officers to submit your name if 
interested.  These volunteer positions are 
a great way to help serve our Parish and 
develop friendships with other women of 
our Parish. 
President Kim Gonyo 
   tkgonyo@icloud.com 
Treasurer Claire Parr  
  parrstrum@gmail.com  or 715-878-4184 
Secretary Mary King  
 kingmarter@gmail.com or 715-878-9472 

Lay Formation Registration 

New Lay Formation Institute (LFI) class 
starts in the fall – Registration underway! 
Registration is open for the next two-year 
Lay Formation cycle that begins fall of 
2019. Draw closer to Christ and deepen 
your knowledge of the Faith in a joyful 
community of learners! See brochure, 
schedule and application form at di-
olc.org/lay-formation. Discuss with your 
pastor and contact the Office for Minis-
tries and Social Concerns at minis-
tries@diolc.org or call (608) 791-0161. 

Leadership in Christ Conference April 26-
27, 2019, La Crosse. “Transformation is 
Possible” – Dr. Bill Keimig, back by popu-
lar demand, will speak Friday evening and 
Saturday morning on the keys to transfor-
mation through Christ - as a person, a 
family and a parish. Choose from a wide 
variety of breakout sessions Saturday 
afternoon. Complete details and registra-
tion at www.diolc.org/leadership. Ques-
tions? Contact Chris Ruff at minis-
tries@diolc.org or 608-791-0161. 

Leadership Conference 



Palm Sunday: Palm Sunday is the first day of Holy Week, which 
commences with the blessing of palms and the reading of the 
Gospel somewhere outside the nave.  A procession into church, 
with people holding blessed palm branches and singing festive 
songs follows, in imitation of the triumphant entrance of Jesus 
from Bethany to Jerusalem. Immediately afterwards, the theme 
of triumph changes radically with the reading of the Passion nar-
rative, devoted to the suffering of Christ, which He endured for 
love of you.  
Preparation Days: Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy 
Week are preparation days, both spiritually and physically, for the 
holiest days to come later in the week. It is a most appropriate 
time to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Further, consider 
attending the annual Chrism Mass celebrated at St. Joseph the 
Workman Cathedral on Tuesday, April 11, beginning at 10:30am.  
At this celebration, Bishop Callahan will bless and distribute the 
three holy oils used at churches throughout the year: the oil used 
to anoint the sick, the oil of Catechumens used when new mem-
bers are initiated into the Church, and the Sacred Chrism used in 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Holy Thursday: Holy Thursday begins the Sacred Triduum – 
which means three days. On this first day the Church commemo-
rates the events surrounding the Last Supper and the institution 
by Christ of the Holy Eucharist.  At the Last Supper Jesus was with 
His Apostles celebrating the Passover. On this night before His 
crucifixion, Jesus commanded that this Passover be celebrated in 
a new way as an unbloody representation of His sacrificial and 
saving death that would take place the next day on the cross. A 
solemn ritual of washing of feet takes place in imitation of Jesus 
who humbly served His Apostles by washing their feet. At the end 
of Mass, consecrated Hosts are carried in procession to the side 
chapel of adoration. These Hosts will be received the next day in 
Holy Communion. After placing the Hosts in the tabernacle, an 
atmosphere of quiet watching with the Lord begins. This com-
memorates how Jesus went with His Apostles to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, and asking them (and you) to watch and pray with 
Him. Remain with Jesus in His agony over what He knew He 
would endure for the sins of the world. 
Good Friday: The second day of the Sacred Triduum is the Pas-
sion of the Lord, known as Good Friday, the commemoration of 
the death of Jesus on the cross outside the walls of Jerusalem. 
The theme of this day throughout history has been one of quiet 
sorrow and mourning for the crucified and dead Jesus. Consider 
spending the hours of 12- 3 p.m. in quiet prayer, giving up even a 
drink of water, as this was the time that Jesus hung on the cross 
and died at 3 p.m. The emphasis of the liturgy on this solemn day 
is on Scripture readings and prayers, the veneration of the cross, 
and the reception of the Eucharist from the Hosts consecrated on 
Holy Thursday. 

Holy Saturday: The daytime hours of Holy Saturday continue the 
atmosphere of Good Friday, and have been observed as a time of 
quiet and fasting. The Easter Vigil on the evening of Holy Saturday 
is the night of all nights and the primary celebration of Jesus’ Res-
urrection. The elaborate and beautiful ritual of the Easter Vigil has 
four clearly-defined parts:  the service of light, the Liturgy of the 
Word, the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation and the re-
ception of the risen Christ in Holy Communion. The service of light 
begins with a darkened church. The priest lights the Paschal can-
dle, the symbol of Christ’s Resurrection. The Paschal candle is 
used to light small candles held by those in the congregation as all 
process into the church to the chant of “light of Christ.” The 
Exsultet is sung which recounts the saving action of Christ, and it 
is followed by the readings of the Mass, several from the Old Tes-
tament, interspersed with responsorial Psalms and prayers. The 
Liturgy of the Word consists of as many as seven Old Testament 
readings that recapitulate God’s saving action throughout history. 
The Gloria is then sung with the maximum amount of musical 
instruments, bells, and choir available to the parish. The Gospel is 
proclaimed that narrates eye witness accounts of those who en-
countered the risen Christ, stirring you to a deeper realization 
that He is alive! There are baptisms, bringing people to new life in 
Christ followed by confirmation, strengthening them to be bold 
witnesses for their faith in God. You will renew your own baptis-
mal promises to live more fully as a committed disciple of Christ. 
The Liturgy of the Eucharist is celebrated with the greatest of joy, 
leading to our reception of the risen Christ in Holy Communion. 
This is a day to rejoice that the establishment of the Church and 
the celebration of the Sacraments are all made possible through 
the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Easter Sunday: The theme of Easter morning continues the tri-
umphant joy of the Easter Vigil. It remembers and celebrates the 
very foundation of Christianity:  Jesus who is Lord is raised from 
the dead. You will want to share in this incredible joy by partici-
pating, as much as possible, in the holiest Week of the year. 

Entering Into Holy Week - From The Diocese of La Crosse 

DIOCESE of LA CROSSE 

The events of Holy Week changed the world and are,  
therefore, the holiest days of the year.   

The sacred liturgies observed during this week remember and make present 
again the passing of Jesus from death  to new life—what is called the Paschal 

Mystery. You will want to go through the entire week with Christ,  
dying to selfishness and sin in order to rise to new life along with Him. 

Holy Week Schedule at St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s 
Monday, April 15 - No Mass 
Tuesday, April 16 - 10:30am Chrism Mass in La Crosse, WI 
Wednesday, April 17 - 8:00am Mass at St. Mary’s 
Thursday, April 18 - 7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper  
                                     at St. Mary’s 
Friday, April 19 - 2:00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion  
                                at St. Mary’s 
Saturday, April 20 - 9:00pm Easter Vigil Mass at St. Mary’s 
Sunday, April 21 - 8:30am - Easter Mass at St. Raymond’s 
                                 11:00am - Easter Mass at St. Mary’s 
      1:00pm - Spanish Mass at St. Mary’s 


