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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

May 4 through May 12 
Sat., May 4 9:00a SM † Loni Sisko 
  4:00p SM † Irene Hoffmann 
  6:00p  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., May 5 8:30a  SR † Cary Osborn 
  11:00a SM † Paul Johnson 
  1:00p SM † Anayeli Garcia 
Mon., May 6 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., May 7 8:00a SR † Christine Weiss 
Wed., May 8  8:00a SM † Willard Schneider 
Thu., May 9 8:00a SR † Bob & Phyllis Klees 
  2:00p  Mass at Heatherwood 
Fri., May 10 9:00a SM † Harry & Catherine Pemble 
Sat., May 11 4:00p SM For Mothers 
  6:00p SR † Jaclyn Pettis 
Sun., May 12 8:30a SR † Gene Rader 
  11:00a SM † Janet Thurner 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

Asking Good Questions: Part II 
May the peace of the Risen Lord be  

with you! 

 I hope and pray that you are all having a 
blessed Easter season! I have been on 
retreat this past week and it was a great 
blessing to “come away and rest awhile” 
with Our Lord and with many other 
priests from our Diocese.  

You may recall that last month I wrote about how children 
often ask the best questions, especially questions about God 
and faith. Since this weekend many of our younger parishion-
ers at both St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s will be receiving their 
First Communion, I want to share with you some great ques-
tions about the priesthood and the Holy Eucharist that ele-
mentary school students have asked me in the past. 

“We know priests have Mass on Saturdays and Sundays. But 
what does a priest do the rest of the week?” Well, this is THE 
question I am sure many people have wanted to ask their 
priests. I remember wondering this as a kid. The easier ques-
tion may be, “What doesn’t a priest do the rest of the week?” 
The typical parish priest wears many hats. He is in charge of a 
decent-sized non-profit corporation. So there are meetings, 
paperwork, and financial concerns. There is the work of taking 
care of buildings and managing staff and volunteers. Priests 
visit the sick and those in the hospital and nursing homes. We 
prepare couples for marriage and families for baptism. Per-
sonally, since I am also the Chaplain at Regis HS/MS I spend 
the better part of three days a week there: offering Mass, 
times for Confession, visiting classrooms, having one-on-one 
meetings with the staff and students, along with planning for 
retreats and other faith-growing opportunities for the stu-
dents. At the parish, I also help lead the RCIA program. RCIA is 
the journey that people take who are considering becoming 
Catholic. This is a very brief list of “what” a priest does. The 
most important thing a priest does is to offer the Sacraments 
for God’s People, especially the Eucharist and Confession. 
Those two things alone, along with praying for our people, 
make up several hours of a priest’s week.  

“What is your favorite part about being a priest?” As far as 
specific “moments” go, my favorite thing about being a priest 
is celebrating the Sacraments. These, above everything else 
that I “do,” bring people into union with the almighty and all-
good God. To be a part of Jesus’ work of transforming the 
hearts and lives of His beloved people is an incredible and 
undeserved gift. That my priesthood gives people the oppor-
tunity to encounter the Eternal and Merciful God, of being 
forgiven by Jesus Christ, and of coming into Communion with 
Him… no other good thing in this life even compares! But this 
is not only a “part” of being a priest, but it is what “being a 
priest” really means. Somehow, through the grace of the Sac-
rament of Holy Orders, I am Jesus Christ to others. Somehow, 
especially in the Sacraments and in prayer, people are con-

nected to Jesus through me. When I walk into a hospital 
room, in some real way, Jesus walks into that room. When I 
celebrate Mass, or a baptism, or the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion, in some real way Jesus is celebrating Mass, baptizing, 
and reconciling people to Himself… through me. It is a great 
mystery that I have personally experienced and it is a com-
pletely undeserved gift.   

“Who has Mass when you are sick?” Fortunately, in the al-
most three years of being a priest, I have not yet been too ill 
to celebrate Mass. But if that were to happen, another priest 
would have to come and take my place. Or Mass would not be 
able to happen at all. Only a priest can celebrate Mass. With-
out priests, there is no Mass and no Holy Eucharist. That is 
why priests are so crucial for the well-being of the Church. 
Receiving the Holy Eucharist worthily is the closest thing to 
heaven that we can experience while still on this earth. This is 
because “heaven” is really just “being in union with God.” 
When we receive the Eucharist in the state of grace, we come 
into union with God in a real and sacramental way (in heaven, 
our union with God will be real and “face to face,” that is, not 
mediated through the Sacraments). So, this is why, I think, 
every young Catholic man should at least consider the possi-
bility that God may want him to be a priest! Who will bring 
Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist to the next generation of be-
lievers? I encourage young men to ask God to help them to 
pray, “Here I am, Lord. If you want me to be a priest, send 
me!” And I encourage them that there is no better or fulfilling 
way to spend your life than to be a priest. It took me many 
years to be convinced of this, but now that I have been a 
priest for almost three years, I know that it is true. I would not 
trade being a priest for anything. 

 Many prayers and congratulations to our children 
who are receiving the incredible gift of the Holy Eucharist for 
the first time this Sunday! May the Holy Eucharist continue to 
help you grow closer to Jesus Christ here on earth and lead 
you to union with Him for all eternity! 

PRO-LIFE WITNESS: Since 1985, a local group of Christians has 
gathered weekly to bear peaceful witness to the dignity of each 
human person. Sadly, every day in our nation 3,000 human per-
sons are killed through abortion. Please consider joining our 
prayer. Stand up for those have no voice to fight for themselves, 
and pray for the building up of a culture of life and a civilization 
of love. Location: frontage road north of Planned Parenthood in 
the Shopko Plaza (East Clairemont Avenue). When: Mondays 
and Fridays 11:30am-12:30pm, Wednesdays 4:00pm-5:00pm 
(rain or shine). For more information contact: Don Anderson 
(715-835-1724), Tony Sykora (715-864-7800) or Sara Hansen 
(715-214-5081).  



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Social Sunday 
May 12 in the Parish Hall after 11:00a Mass. All are welcome! 

Baptism Classes 
Next Baptism prep class is May 19 at 9:30a. For more infor-
mation or to sign up, please contact the Parish office.  

Pláticas de Bautismo 
Próxima plática de bautismo es el 2 de junio a las 2:00p. Para 
informarse comuniquese con Jessica en la oficina parroquial. 

Family Faith Formation 

Congratulations to all of our students who received their First 
Communion this weekend!  
Confirmation Sponsor Night this Wednesday! All 9th and 10th 
graders must bring their sponsors to class from 6:30-8:00p. 9th 
graders will have a special activity. 10th graders will have re-
hearsal for Confirmation. 
 
10th Grade Confirmation is this coming Saturday! May 11 at 
9:00a at Immaculate Conception. Please make sure you and 
your sponsor arrive at Father Klink Hall in Immaculate Concep-
tion Church by 8:15a for photos and instructions. Mass begins 
at 9a.  

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, May 11, 4:00p 

Lector M Hanson 

Servers S Webster, L Frank 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve D Wogernese 
Ushers W Liedl, H Talley, 
 B Webster, R Verdegan 
 

Sunday, Month 12, 11:00a 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers S Black, Ad Ricciardi  
A. Server J Fox 
S. Server J Fox 
Ushers R Smeltzer, A Ricciardi, 
  D Kamrowski, R Mullenberg 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $5,891.00 
Teens/Children ......................... $112.50 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $858.10 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $6,861.60 
 

Capital Campaign  .................. $1,150.00 
 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Amount Sold .......................... $5,790.00 

Thank you! 

 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

It is Spring and time for spring cleaning our closets. 
The King’s Closet accepts donations of clothes of every 
size and gender. Especially looking for summer clothes. 
These clothes are given out free to whomever needs 
them. Drop off at St. Mary’s, basket is located in the Narthex.  

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary  (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Ushers & Greeters 

Have you ever thought of becoming an Usher or Greeter for our 
Church? We will have training for current ushers, plus any new 
people who are interested in helping with this Ministry. Training 
will be on May 18 after the 4:00p Mass and May 19 after the 
11:00a Mass. We are hoping to add at least 8 people to make it 
easier to cover shifts. If you have any questions, please contact 
Aaron Tiry at 715-271-7653. 

To add a name or prayer inten-
tion to the prayer chain, please 
email Janet Fox at general-
book@charter.net or call 715-

Prayer Chain 

Mother’s Day Rose Sale 

The Eau Claire Chapter of Wisconsin Right to Life is hold-
ing its annual Rose Sale after Masses on Mother’s Day 
weekend. The beauty and delicacy of the rose reminds us 

of the dignity of each human life; it’s red color and thorns re-
minds us of the untold lives lost to abortion. Please consider 
purchasing a rose for the special woman in your life. Suggested 
donation: $3 each or two for $5. 

Formed.ORG 

This week on Formed, hear about the miraculous event largely 
regarded as the most important spiritual event of the last cen-
tury. Fr. Jason Brook explains the significance of the Marian 
apparitions at Fatima and why the message Our Lady gave there 
is so important for us today. 

Catholics at the Capitol 

Join Catholics from across the state, on April 30, as we gather in 
Madison for a day of prayer, formation, and advocacy. For in-
formation and registration, go to www.wisconsincatholic.org or 
call the Wisconsin Catholic Conference at 608-257-0004. 

Retiro Emaús 

¡Un encuentro personal con Jesucristo! Retiro para mujeres el 
28-30 de junio y para hombre el 26-28 de julio. Para más infor-
mación comuniquese con Jessica en la oficina parroquial.   

To add a name, due date, birth 
date, request a meal, or to volun-
teer, please call Emily Thurner at 
715-864-3048. 

Elizabeth Ministry 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, May 11, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
 

Servers J Campbell 
Ushers D Sorge, J Jaenke 
 

Sunday, May 12, 8:30a 
Lector P Uhlig 

 L & J Vetterkind, M Miller 
Servers J Campbell, A Burmesch, 
  R Knolmayer 
Ushers M Quirk, J Lesniewski, 
  M Miller, B Severinski 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
Counters M Burmesch, D Ziemann 
  E Messerschmidt 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $3,337.00 
Holy Day Envelopes ...................... $20.00 
Youth Envelopes ........................... $12.85 
Plate ............................................ $362.50 
Capital Campaign ..................... $3,190.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............... $10.00 
Easter .......................................... $619.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $7,551.35 

 
 

Parish Smartphone App 

Just go to the App Store 
and download  MyParish—
Catholic Life Every Day 
onto your smartphone or 
device.  Search for St. Mary 
or St. Raymond Parish. App 
includes: Mass times, how 
to make a good confession, 
helpful prayer listing, 

weekend homilies, bulletins, latest news 
and calendar of events, Daily Readings,  
and so much more!  

Parish News 

The PCCW will hold its next 
meeting on Thursday, May 9 at 
6:30p. All women of the parish 
are invited to attend. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus next 
meeting will be Monday, May 
13 at 7:00p. 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Advertiser of the Week 

Family Faith Formation   
Thank you to all of the teachers, parents, 
and kids in grades K-10 for making this 
such an exceptional year! Praying for a 
happy and blessed summer for you all! 

 Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tion list is now 6 months out. Every Mass 
will be said, and in the order received. 

New Lay Formation Institute 
Class starts in the fall and registration is 
open for the next two-year Lay Formation 
cycle. Draw closer to Christ and deepen 
your knowledge of the Faith! Information 
at diolc.org/lay-formation. Discuss with 
your pastor and call Office for Ministries 
and Social Concerns at  (608) 791-0161. 

Baby Bottles for Life 

We will once again be col-
lecting monetary donations in 
support of life, starting on 
Mother’s day and ending on 
Father’s day. Baby bottles will 
be in the gathering space for 
you to take and fill with loose 
change. 10% of the funds will 

be given to Apple Crisis Pregnancy Center 
in Eau Claire and the rest to the Eau 
Claire Chapter of Right to Life. Thank you 
for your support! 

May Anniversary Blessings 

If you will be celebrating your 
wedding Anniversary in May, 
please sign up in the gathering 

space for a special blessing after the 
Masses on May 11 and 12. 

Fall Festival Meeting 

Our first Fall Festival Planning Meeting 
will be Thursday, May 9 at 7:00p in the 
Library. Please attend to help with our 
Parish festival and consider becoming a 
committee member! 
-Pete Melrose, Committee Chairman 

Lead the Rosary/Chaplet 

We need additional people to help lead 
the Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
on Sunday mornings before the 8:30a 
Mass. Please prayerfully consider helping 
out with this ministry and contact Luanne 
Scheuermann at 715-835-7818 with any 
questions. Thank you! 

Regis Employment Opportunities 

Regis Catholic Schools is looking for can-
didates for the following open positions: 
-3rd Grade Classroom Teacher   
   (Immaculate Conception Elementary) 
-Kindergarten Classroom Teacher  
   (St. Mary's Elementary) 
-MS/HS Band Director  
   (Regis Middle & High School) 
-6th Grade Language Arts Teacher  
   (Regis Middle School) 
-Full-Time Head Librarian 
If interested you can e-mail: 
jeager@RegisCatholicSchools.com. 

mailto:jeager@RegisCatholicSchools.com



