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Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 
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Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

July 6 through July 14 
Sat., July 6 9:00a SM † Kip Schultz  
  4:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  6:00p  SR † Andrew Pipkorn 
Sun., July 7 8:30a  SR † Barbara Rockow 
  11:00a SM Special Intention  
  1:00p SM John & Marilyn Rindo & Family 
Mon., July 8 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., July 9 8:00a SR † Mary Hehli 
Wed., July 10  8:00a SM Priests of St. Mary 
Thu., July 11 8:00a SR † Janet Hart 
  2:00p  Mass at Heatherwood 
Fri., July 12 9:00a SM † Joan Clay 
Sat., July 13 4:00p SM Paul C & Clara Bauer 
  6:00p SR 
Sun., July 14 8:30a SR Priest Intention 
  11:00a SM † Franc Vogrinec 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

Family and Mary: Reasons for Hope 
 

May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you! 
I hope and pray that you all had a safe and 
restful Independence Day holiday. It is 
such a blessing to have time with family 
and to reflect upon and thank God for the 
many blessings He has bestowed upon our 
country and our families.  
I saw a recent poll that stated that 60% of 
Americans are optimistic about the future. 

While that may seem like a low number for optimists such as 
myself, it was interesting to see what was the source of their 
optimism and the source of the 37% of pessimism (I guess 3% of 
people are ambivalent). The number one source of people’s opti-
mism was “family.” The number one reason the pessimists stated 
for their pessimism about the future was “politics.” 
That seems right to me. Whenever I think of political issues (even 
before the latest elections), Jesus’ words to the Apostles come to 
mind, “In this world you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). We have no 
lasting home here. Or, in the purported words of St. Therese of 
Lisieux, “The world is thy ship and not thy home.” Of course this 
does not mean that Christians ought to not care about politics. 
Far from it! But we can only engage the world in the proper way 
when we have the proper perspective: that we are pilgrims striv-
ing to enter our true homeland, the Kingdom of God.  
What was interestingly absent from the polling data was any 
mention of faith or religion. I know that the source of my opti-
mism for the future is my faith. However, when I think of the 
next generation and faith, my optimism sobers up a bit. Almost 
every single young person I knew from my parish while growing 
up no longer practices their faith. I heard that the average age of 
someone who makes the decision to disengage from the church 
or stop believing in God is about 13 years old. We are losing 
many of our young people to the popular cultural beliefs of the 
day (“God is not real,” “The Church is the enemy of human happi-
ness,” “Religion causes division and violence,” “There is no objec-
tive truth,” etc...).  
Given this situation, I have two main reasons for hope for the 
future of Catholicism in America and thus for the future: Family 
and Mary. These are the two main sources of evangelization 
(handing on the Gospel). If the Church can help strengthen family 
life, then the reason for many to hope in the future is strength-
ened. The family is THE place where the Faith is lived out and 
passed on. The most important things that parents can do is to 
live the Faith. Praying together, going to Mass and Confession 
together, eating meals together, talking about topics of faith, and 
living out the liturgical seasons (like Advent, Lent, Easter) togeth-
er are crucial for passing on a LIVING faith. This world is increas-
ingly defined by instability, fluidity, change, and relative truth 
(which is why I think many young people struggle with anxiety). 
The family and the Church are solid foundational pillars for young 
people who are longing for something solid and stable. As the 
Catholic literary figure G.K. Chesterton said when explaining why 
he is a Catholic, “[Catholicism] is the only thing that frees a man 
from the degrading slavery of being a child of his age.” In other 
words, Catholicism is the only institution which gives us the per-

spective to properly diagnose the ever-changing errors of each 
age. Or as Chesterton said, “The Church does often set herself 
against the fashion of this world that passes away; and she has 
experience enough to know how very rapidly it does pass away… 
Nine out of ten of what we call new ideas are simply old mis-
takes. The Catholic Church has for one of her chief duties that of 
preventing people from making those old mistakes; from making 
them over and over again forever, as people always do if they are 
left to themselves.” When we strengthen family life, we strength-
en the institution that passes on this Faith which has saved so 
many from the slavery of error and “fashionable thinking.” Is it 
any wonder that the Church is called “the family of God”? 
My second reason for hope is Mary, the Mother of God and 
Mother of the Church. Nearly 500 years ago, in 1531, she ap-
peared to St. Juan Diego just outside of Mexico City. From that 
apparition and the image she left of herself on St. Juan Diego’s 
tilma (cloak) came the most rapid evangelization in the history of 
the Church. The Bishop of Mexico, Juan de Zumárraga, had al-
most given up hope of bringing the Gospel to the natives of the 
New World, mostly because of the bad example given by the 
“Christian” governing authorities who repeatedly supported un-
just policies toward the native population. But after the appari-
tion of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the story was completely re-
versed. Within fifteen years almost nine MILLION natives were 
baptized. The priests had a hard time keeping up with the mas-
sive desire to follow Jesus Christ. I believe that such a thing can 
happen again in our country and in our day. Mary always leads us 
closer to Christ. She appeared in our state (Champion, Wisconsin) 
in 1859 to Sister Adele Brise and gave her the mission to evange-
lize young people: “Gather the children in this wild country and 
teach them what they should know for salvation.” “But how shall 
I teach them who know so little myself?” Sr. Adele asked. Mary 
replied, “Teach them their catechism, how to sign themselves 
with the sign of the Cross, and how to approach the sacraments; 
that is what I wish you to do. Go and fear nothing. I will help 
you.” The title for Our Lady in this apparition of Mary (the only 
approved apparition in the entire United States!) is “Our Lady of 
Good Help.” She promised she would help us in our mission to 
bring Jesus Christ to many who are hungering for truth, love, 
hope, and true freedom! 

PRO-LIFE WITNESS: Since 1985, a local group of Christians has 
gathered weekly to bear peaceful witness to the dignity of each 
human person. Sadly, every day in our nation 3,000 human per-
sons are killed through abortion. Please consider joining our 
prayer. Stand up for those have no voice to fight for themselves, 
and pray for the building up of a culture of life and a civilization 
of love. Location: frontage road north of Planned Parenthood in 
the Shopko Plaza (East Clairemont Avenue). When: Mondays 
and Fridays 11:30am-12:30pm, Wednesdays 4:00pm-5:00pm 
(rain or shine). For more information contact: Don Anderson 
(715-835-1724), Tony Sykora (715-864-7800) or Sara Hansen 
(715-214-5081).  



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy 
Communion brought to them, please contact Carla Kostka at 715
-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the prayer chain, please 
email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net  or call 715-529-
1587. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or to  vol-
unteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

Family Faith Formation 

Small Group Leaders Needed for Teens in Confirmation. Are 
you terrified of teaching the faith in front of a large group? 
Then you might be qualified to be a small group leader! We’re 
looking for a few people who are not good at teaching or talk-
ing about faith, but instead are caring, good listeners and faith-
ful Catholics who can help a group of 5-7 teens as they prepare 
for Confirmation. Training and materials provided. Commitment 
is 2 Wednesday evenings a month. Contact Aaron Schuh at 715-
379-4012.  
 
Looking for Host Families. Do you have  quiet home and a 
heart for hospitality? If you’d be willing to host 2 college-aged 
students (women or men) during Totus Tuus this summer, 
please contact Jacqueline at 715-855-1294 ext. 106. The dates 
are July 27-August 2. All you’d need to provide is a comfy place 
to sleep and a light continental breakfast each morning!  
Teens, you’re invited to the Summer of Service! Volunteer at 
the Community Table on July 19th. 3-7p with an activity to 
follow afterwards. Contact Jacqueline at 715-855-1294 ext. 106.  

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, July 13, 4:00p 

Lector M Hanson 

Servers I Petersilka, S Webster 
A. Server M Nuesse 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers B Webster, W Liedl, 
 C Tiry, A Tiry 
 

Sunday, Sunday 14, 11:00a 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers R Hadt, B Smiskey 
A. Server C Thurner 
S. Server C Thurner 
Ushers D McNamara, D Kamrowski, 
  R Smeltzer, R Mullenberg 
 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $5,075.00 
Youth ........................................... $30.61 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $810.43 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,916.04 
 

Capital Campaign  .................. $1,471.13 
Last Week’s Scrip Information 

Amount Sold .......................... $2,775.00 
Thank you! 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Witnesses for Christ Conference 2019 

You probably have children, relatives and friends who have not 
yet developed a friendship with Jesus and some may not neces-
sarily be interested in pursuing one. You may also feel afraid or 
unsure how to open up a discussion about your own relationship 
with Christ. Learn simple skills to accompany others on their 
journey to Jesus. This annual Conference is for EVERYONE.  Con-
ference will be on August 9-10 at Blessed Sacrament Parish, lo-
cated at 130 Losey Blvd S., La Crosse, WI. Cost is $70 by July 19, 
$85 by July 30, this includes Friday lunch and buffet, Saturday 
breakfast, lunch and materials. For more information contact 
Susan Skemp at 608-791-2658 or register online at https://
diolc.org/catechesis/witnesses-for-christ-conference-2019/ 

Amazon Smile Program 

St. Mary’s has some BIG news! We are now part of Amazon 
Smile Program! If you haven't heard of this before, here’s the 
scoop. Every time you shop at Amazon, .5% of your purchase 
goes towards the charity of your choice automatically! All you 
have to do is shop at www.smile.amazon.com and choose your 
charity. We are listed as St. Mary’s Parish in Altoona, WI. You 
get the same prices as the regular Amazon site and if you are a 
prime member, that stays the same too. Just remember to shop 
at the new website and you are automatically helping out our 
Church. Every little bit helps so please utilize this and pass the 
word to your friends/family. Thank you! 

Have you heard about 
St. Mary’s Facebook 
page? It has tons of 
great stories about our 
Parish members, cur-
rent events, Catholic 
Faith information, fun 

activities we offer, Friday Funnies and so 
much more! Be sure to check it out and 
“Like” our page so you can keep up to 
date on all of our Parish news! 

St. Mary’s Facebook Page 

Fall Festival 

Save the date! Fall Fest 2019 will be September 28 
and 29. We are still in need of a few leaders to help 
plan the event. If you are interested, please contact 
Kristi Blackmon at 715-215-2492. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, July 13, 6:00p 

Lector R Schmitt 
B Sorge, M Miller 

Servers J Campbell 
Ushers M Rockow, K Roberts 
 

Sunday, July 14, 8:30a 
Lector P Uhlig 

 M Callaghan, J Quirk,  
  L Hinrichs 
Servers T Falbo, A Melrose, B Quirk 
Ushers P Quirk, B Gryzb, 
  M Quirk, T Lindgren 
Greeters K Krupka, T Lindgren 
Counters S & T Mayer, D Ziemann 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $2,871.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $4.00 
Plate ............................................ $249.51 
Capital Campaign .......................... $80.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $3,204.51 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Welcome! 

New Members of St. Raymond’s Parish: 
Wade Paul and Kelsie Rankin 
Ryan and Jenna Aylesworth 
Sebastian and Faith Neisius 

Julia Smith 

2019 Fall Festival 
St. Raymond’s Fall Festival will be Sep-
tember 20-22. Our next meeting will be 
July 10 at 7:00p. 

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tion list is now 6 months out. Every Mass 
will be said, and in the order received. 

Augustine Institute Book Rack 
Looking for inspirational and spiritual 
material? Take advantage of the books, 
booklets and CD’s available in the gather-
ing space at up to 78% off retail price. 
Understand, live and share your faith 
with a good Catholic book or listen to a 
Catholic CD this summer. Learn about the 
sacraments, Church teachings and more! 

2019 Fall Festival 

Your Fall Festival tickets are in 
the gathering space. Please pick 
them up and help support your 
festival by selling them to family 

and friends. There are extra tickets on the 
table if you need more. 
We are in need of someone to decorate 
our hall and tent for the festival. Please 
contact Pete Melrose at mel-
rosepete@yahoo.com if you are interest-
ed. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, 
July 10 at 7:00p. Please plan to attend 
and help with the festival! 

July Anniversary Blessings 

If you will be celebrating your 
wedding Anniversary in July, 
please sign up in the gathering 

space for a special blessing after the 
Masses on July 13 and 14. 

Save the Date 

We will be celebrating our 
parish anniversary on Sunday, 
August 25 at 9:30a with Bish-
op Callahan. Mass will be cele-
brated at 9:30a instead of 

8:30a that morning. Immediately after 
Mass we will be sharing a grilled chicken 
dinner in the parish hall. God willing, we 
will also be retiring our building debt. 
Please plan to attend! 

Work in the Church 

Please note that while the painting and 
electrical work are taking place we would 
prefer that no one enter the Church be-
cause of safety issues. Daily and weekend 
Masses will be taking place in the parish 
hall. Adoration will also be in the parish 
hall and some chairs with kneelers will be 
provided. Please enter Church through 
the main doors or under the portico and 
make your way down the hallway. Do 
Not attempt to enter the parish hall 
doors, so as not to disturb those already 
preparing for Mass. The parish hall doors 
will be locked. During the next few weeks 
the library will be used as the priest sac-
risty and confessional and will be unavail-
able to check out books. We are sorry for 
this inconvenience. We will be making 
every attempt to make the parish hall 
comfortable and reverent for Mass dur-
ing the next few weeks. Please let the 
office or maintenance staff know if there 
is anything you may need. 

Newly Baptized - Congratulations! 

Eleanor Marie Armstrong 
Parents: Collin and Ashley Armstrong 

 

Jordy Ryan Goss 
Parents: Ryan and Michelle Goss 

 

Anthony Marcus Neisius 
Parents: Sebastian and Faith Neisius 

The PCCW will have their next meeting 
on Thursday, July 11 at 6:30p.  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

The Knights will have their next meeting 
on Monday, July 8 at 7:00p.  

Knights of Columbus 




