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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

September 14 through September 22 
Sat., Sept. 14 4:00p SM † Angela Mroczenski 
  6:00p  SR † Jim & Sharon Negrini 
Sun., Sept. 15 8:30a  SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
  11:00a SM † Allen A & Randy J Schwoerer 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Sept. 16 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Sept. 17 8:00a SR Virginia Nix 
Wed., Sept. 18  8:00a SM † Bernice Brantner 
Thu., Sept. 19 8:00a SR † Don Grzyb 
  11:00a  Mass at Oakwood Villa 
Fri., Sept. 20 9:00a SM † Callista Weiss 
Sat., Sept. 21 4:00p SM † Carl Thurner 
  6:00p SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Sept. 22 10:00a SR Bob Grzyb 
  11:00a SM † Clarence Wogernese 
  1:00p SM † Elwyn & Mona Auth  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Lectio Divina Part IV: Contemplation 

Read and meditate; pray and contemplate. 
“Contemplation” is the fourth and final 
component of Lectio Divina. It is the pas-
sive and receptive dimension, and the ulti-
mate good fruit that emerges, as God 
takes over and does what he wills. He is 
the one who knows our hearts so much 
more intimately than we do. He knows our 
joys and delights, our sorrows and strug-

gles. He tunes in to our wants and needs, and to our deepest 
desires. He is the one who placed those needs and desires there 
in the first place! 

Contemplation is the highest human experience. It is our ultimate 
destiny and the deepest perfection our humanity can attain. Aris-
totle understood this. Even without the benefit of divine revela-
tion, he explained that we humans will either sink down to the 
level of the beasts, mired in selfish and vicious habits, or we will 
rise up to the level of the gods, contemplating the fullness of 
truth. 

Aristotle understood that being is prior to doing. This truth is a 
challenging one for our pragmatic American culture, with its Puri-
tan roots. We tend to see value in achieving or accomplishing far 
more than abiding or receiving or contemplating. We forget that 
the most precious blessings in life, by their very nature, are 
“useless.” Whether listening to our favorite music or enjoying a 
sunset or spending time with the ones we love, we do not engage 
in the highest human activities because they are “useful” for ob-
taining something else. Rather, all that is good or true or beauti-
ful is worth delighting in for its own sake! 

As Christians, we can take it a step further. Our ultimate destiny 
is the Beatific Vision. We will see God face to face and live. Not 
only that, the experience will transform us into him: “See what 
love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the 
children of God. Yet so we are … Beloved, we are God’s children 
now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We know that 
when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is” (1 John 3:1-2). 

Nor is this simply an individual experience, for God is love. He is a 
communion of persons and invites us to abide forever together in 
that eternal love and truth. The one Body of Christ will be per-
fected in glory. We will fully share in his humanity and his divini-
ty, as every tear is wiped away. 

If we wish to appreciate “contemplation,” then, we may need to 
renounce some of the lies of our culture. 

The first lie, already exposed, is exalting doing over being. Our 
dignity as a human person comes not from what we do, but from 
who we are. As we grow in prayer, contemplation allows us just 
to “be” with God, to abide in his presence, and to receive from 
him whatever he wills to give us. We may or may not understand 
what he is up to. We don’t need to – any more than a little child 
needs to understand the delight and nurture and care and pro-
tection that his parents are providing. We just need to be recep-
tive and open. 

The biggest lie, indeed the original lie to our human race, is that 
we can “create” the experience, seizing and grasping rather than 

depending and receiving. The devil enticed Eve, “You will be like 
gods…” (Genesis 3:5). With this fruit, you can rely on yourself. 
You can be strong enough not to need God. 

Not needing God. It is perhaps the greatest spiritual sickness to-
day. More and more, humans in the affluent nations of the world 
try to live as though God didn’t exist, as though we can sustain 
ourselves by our own efforts. And somehow we are stunned at 
the results. Year by year, month by month, we witness the unrav-
eling, the disintegration, the chaos, the hatred, the confusion, 
the descent into darkness. The isolation and despair of hell have 
become daily news. It need not be so. 

Herein lies the greatest difference between Lectio Divina and 
some of the alternative versions of “meditation” that are out 
there today. It is the difference between the golden calf and the 
living God. Are we creating the object of our own worship, like 
those impatient Israelites growing restless in the desert? Or are 
we learning to abide, to wait upon the Lord, and to receive, like 
Moses on the mountain or Elijah in the cave? 

Yes, we are called to do our part, eagerly and actively, carving out 
space for the Lord to do his work. We can cut the wood, split the 
wood, and arrange the wood – but God alone provides the fire. 
We can plug in the radio, turn it on and tune it in – but God alone 
decides when and what and how to broadcast. Receiving is so 
much different than taking or seizing, grasping or manipulating, 
dominating or controlling. 

Over time, for God’s saints, prayer tends to become more and 
more passive and receptive – much like a truly happy marriage. 
Couples married 60 or 70 years need not say much or do much to 
cherish each other. Their presence is enough. Married love is but 
a sign and symbol. Jesus teaches that no one will be married in 
heaven (Matthew 22:30). The eternal communion of heavenly 
love will be infinitely greater. Our contemplative prayer is the 
next closest thing here on earth. If we are faithful in our daily 
prayer, we will come to experience that heavenly reality more 
and more, and even now abiding in the eternal love of God. 
Read more at Father’s blog: www.abideinlove.com 

 

Saturday, October 5 - Regis High School 
$35/Person, $280/Table of 8 

Featuring Non Sibi Award recipients: 

Tim and Maura Nash 
 

RSVP by September 27 to Robyn Brenner at 
rbrenner@RegisCatholicSchools.com 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, September 21, 4:00p 

Lector D Wogernese 

Servers M Wanke, R Semerad 
A. Server R Wanke 
S. Serve R Wanke 
Ushers C Tiry, A Tiry, 
 W Liedl, J Corcoran 
 

Sunday, September 22, 11:00a 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers Ad Ricciardi, R Hadt 
A. Server J Fox, A Smiskey 
S. Server J Fox 
Ushers R Mullenberg, A Ricciardi, 
 F Chukwudelunzu, R Smeltzer 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Parish  
Receptionist          715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $7,213.00 
Teens/Children ........................... $57.02 
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $700.95 
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $7,970.97 
 

Capital Campaign  .................. $1,781.69 
Scrip  ...................................... $2,880.00 

Thank you! 

Parish News 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer request to Janet 
Fox at generalbook@charter.net. 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at 715-225-7419. 

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

Casual for Christ will now be on the third 
Tuesday of each month. Our first Casual 
for Christ will be on Tuesday, September 
17.  We will also be spreading our stew-
ardship between donating our time, tal-
ent, and treasure. Stay informed by read-
ing your weekly “Thursday Thoughts”, it 
will contain the upcoming events and 
happenings around our school.  

Eucharistic Ministers  

Eucharistic Ministers of Holy 
Communion, There will be a 
meeting after both Masses on 
September 21 & 22 for a train-

ing session for new ministers and a re-
view session for those of you who are 
currently doing this ministry. There are a 
few new things that will be discussed by 
our Pastoral Outreach Coordinator, Carla 
Kostka. 

St. Mary’s Parish Office Hours 

Please note that we are adjusting our 
office hours this fall. The office will be 
open Sundays through Thursdays. Like 
most parishes in the area, we will no 
longer try to keep the office open on Fri-
days. We are doing our best to devote 
the time of our staff and volunteers to 
where it is most needed. For a full listing 
of office hours, look on the office door or 
on the parish website. Thank you! 

Elegant Autumn Tea 

Ladies, you’re Invited to Tea. Please join 
us for the annual Elegant Autumn Tea to 
be hosted at the Lilydale Event Venue, 
6343 County Hwy N, Chippewa Falls, WI 
on Sunday, October 13 from 1:00-4:00p. 
This afternoon will include some delicious 
delicacies as well as an uplifting presenta-
tion by inspiring speaker Alice Heinzen. 
Please pick up an invitation and registra-
tion today! Contact Beth DeCook at 
edecook@wwt.net or 715-874-4776, if  
you have any questions. Reservations 
required. Nursing infants welcome.  

Fall Festival 

Fall Fest 2019 will be Sep-
tember 28 & 29. Thank 
you to everyone who has 
already signed up to vol-

unteer. There are just a few weeks left 
before the festival; please consider help-
ing in the following ways:  
Raffle Tickets– We ask each family to sell 
or purchase a minimum of 10 Primary 
raffle tickets. Extra tickets are available 
outside the parish office. NEW THIS YEAR-
We are also raffling off a Green Mountain 
Pellet Grill and a $750 voucher to the 
Wilderness Resort in Wisconsin Dells; 
tickets $3 each and will be sold before 
and after Mass.  
Silent Auction-Please take a few tags 
from the Silent Auction donation board. 
Place new items with the donation tag in 
the large box in the Narthex. 
Soda-We need donations of name brand 
soda, any size. Drop off in the conference 
room. 
Country Store-The Country Store is look-
ing  for donations of crafts, baked goods,  
jams, and quick breads. Drop off in the 
conference room. 
Volunteering-There are still many open 
volunteer spots to be filled. We need 
helpers the week before Fall Fest and 
during the event. Follow the link on the 
parish website or go to https://
signup.com/go/uLvPKMs to sign up 
online.  You may also sign up after Mass 
on the volunteer sheets in the Narthex. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Ladies, If you have been wanting a 
Spiritual Retreat. This is the one for 
you. In West Bend, WI on Novem-

ber 9 from 9a-5p with 4p Mass of Antici-
pation, Confessions, Adoration, Vendor 
Market, Eucharistic Procession with the 
Rosary. Speakers are Steve Ray, Derya 
Litte, Kimberly  Hahn with Mary Magnor  
as Emcee. Bishop  Donald Hying will say 
Mass. $40 each. Some ladies of St. Mary’s 
have gone the past 4 years, love it and 
are going again. We leave Friday after-
noon and return Sunday evening. We will 
be going to Holy Hill in Milwaukee on 
Sunday. For registration or more infor-
mation call Janet Fox  at 715-529-1587 or 
check out Womenofchrist.net . 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Parish News 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager 
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert      715-855-1294, x142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, September 21, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers  K & C King 
 

Sunday, September 22, 8:30a 
Lector T Smith 

 M Callaghan, B Gruba, 
 L Hinrichs 
Servers E Smith, P & C Callaghan 
Ushers B Grzyb, D Olson, 
 M Quirk, B Severinski 
Greeters D, L, C & A Olson 
Counters S & P Barth, M Burmesch 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $2,433.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................ $5.75 
Plate ........................................... $259.50 
Capital Campaign .................... $2,792.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$5,490.25 

Family Faith Formation 

All middle and high schoolers are invited 
to attend Joel Stepanek's presentation on 
"Catholics and Social Media" on Wednes-
day, September 18 from 6:15-8:00p at 
Regis High School. Confirmation students 
are required to attend. Joel is super en-
gaging and always has a great mes-
sage.  Parents are also encouraged to 
attend!  

Join us on Sunday, September 22 at the 
Fall Festival! Family Formation will have a 
table set up outside in the kids' area 
where everyone can do a fun activity and 
register for the upcoming year.  You can 
also register your family for Family For-
mation and/or Confirmation after Mass 
on Sunday, September 29.   

Our first Confirmation session will be our 
Family Spaghetti Dinner put on by the 
Knights of Columbus on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 2 at 6:30p. We look forward to see-
ing all of our families there!  

Our first Family Formation session will 
be Sunday, October 6 after 8:30a Mass 
(9:45-11:15a).  

Communion to Homebound 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Did you know? 

There is a lot of information and helpful 
items located in our Church! The bulletin 
board is full of events from the Diocese, 
Parish Council Minutes, PCCW Minutes, 
and right now Fall Fest flyers from many 
neighboring parishes! You can drop off 
your recyclable eye-glasses, ink cartridg-
es, hearing aides and cell phones just off 
the north entrance. You can also leave 
donations for King’s Closet in this area.   

Adorers Needed 

Come spend an hour with our Lord in Eu-
charistic Adoration every week! Prayer 
partners are needed for Adoration in The 
Benedictine Chapel, 322 Fulton St., Eau 
Claire, during several time slots Monday - 
Friday. To sign-up as an adorer  or to be 
on the substitute list contact Ann at 715-
874-5794. 

Our Fall Festival is next week, 
September 20 & 22! Please plan 
to attend and to volunteer!  
Volunteer Sign Up: There are 

still many spots open to volunteer before 
or during the festival. Sign ups are in the 
Gathering Space or you can sign up to 
volunteer by going online at https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080F44A9AA2DABFA7-2019.  
Festival Raffle Tickets: Please pick up Fall 
Festival Raffle tickets in the Gathering 
Space and sell to your friends and family. 
Decorating: We are in need of someone 
to decorate our hall and tent for the festi-
val. Please contact Pete Melrose at mel-
rosepete@yahoo.com . 
Variety Show: Start practicing your tal-
ent and be part of the variety show! Sign 
up in the gathering space or online at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7-variety1. 
Silent Auction Baskets: Help with the 
Silent Auction by putting together a bas-
ket! Empty baskets are available in the 
Gathering Space for you to fill or you may 
drop off your donation on the table. 
Country Store: The Country Store is look-
ing  for donations of home-made crafts, 
baked goods, and produce. Thank you for 
your generous donations! 

2019 Fall Festival Reformation Commemoration 

Part Two of the 500th commemoration of 
the Reformation will include two scrip-
ture presentations on Saturday, Novem-
ber 16. Msgr. Mark Pierce and Pastor 
Greg Kaufmann will present on the Book 
of Job and the formation of the Canon of 
the New Testament in Fr. Klink Hall at 
Immaculate Conception Parish from 
9:30a-4p. Part One was the Prayer Ser-
vice attended by almost 900 people on 
October 29, 2017. Cost, including lunch, is 
$10. For more information, contact Pas-
tor Curt Rohland - prrohland@gmail.com, 
or Fr. John Schultz at 
schultzjohna@gmail.com. 

Televised Masses 

Please attend Masses at St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church , in Boyd, on September 29 at 
1:00p and 2:15p  to be filmed and shown 
on November 10 & 17. Thank you! 

Pro-Life Conference 

Nationally recognized speaker, Terry 
Beatley will unpack the historical facts 
surrounding abortion-on-demand. Sep-
tember 20-21, Holy Family Parish, Arca-
dia. Register at www.holyfam.com. 



St. Raymond of  
Peńafort Parish 

Fall Festival 
September 20 - 22, 2019 

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry: 4:00 – 7:00 pm – $11.00 (3 pieces), $10.00 (2 pieces), $6.00 (1 piece), 
Ages 5 & under - $2 (Kid’s Meal - Hot Dog) ● Activities include: Bake Walk, Silent Auction, Themed 
Basket Raffle, Country Store, Beer Tent, New! - DJ/Music/Karaoke beginning at 5:00pm in Beer Tent 

Mass Time: 6:00 pm 

Mass Time: 10:00 am (NOTE Mass time changed for this day only) ● Chicken Dinner: 10:30 am – 
1:30 pm – Adults – $11, Ages 5-12 - $4, Under 5 - $1 ● Menu: Charcoal Grilled Chicken, Au gratin 
Potatoes, Corn, Cole Slaw, Pie, Coffee, Milk, Water ● Variety Show:  12:00 pm ● Knights of Co-
lumbus Punt, Pass & Kick Contest: 12:00 Noon ● Other Activities include:  Silent Auction, Coun-
try Store, Themed Basket Raffle, Tractor Display, Beer Tent, Kids Games ● Silent Auction & 
Themed Basket Raffle Ends:  1:30 pm ●  Raffle Drawing:  3:00 pm 

Want to help out, sign up here:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7-2019 

 

Variety Show, sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7-variety1 

Directions:  Take Hwy 53 to Mallard Road  (halfway between Brackett & Foster).  
Turn east at the sign and go 1/3 mile to church—Address:  E10455 Mallard Road, Fall Creek 

Website:  www.straymond.us 
Phone: (715) 877-3400 

Email: straymondparish@gmail.com 

Friday, September 20 

Saturday, September 21 

Sunday, September 22 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7-variety1
http://www.straymond.us/

