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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

October 5 through October 13 
Sat., Oct. 5 9:00a SM † Donald Watton  
  4:00p SM † Angela Mroczenski 
  6:00p  SR † Pearl Ann Morton 
Sun., Oct. 6 8:30a  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM John & Marilyn Rindo & Family 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., Oct. 7 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Oct. 8 8:00a SR Wayne & Carla Kostka 
Wed., Oct. 9  8:00a SM † Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter 
Thu., Oct. 10 8:00a SR 
  10:30a  
Fri., Oct. 11 9:00a SM † Elwyn & Mona Auth 
Sat., Oct. 12 4:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  6:00p SR Lance Maske 
Sun., Oct. 13 8:30a SR † Jonathon Johnson 
  11:00a SM † Allen A & Randy J Schwoerer 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

Pray the Rosary 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us! 

Traditionally, for us Roman Catholics, 
October is the month dedicated to the 
Holy Rosary, which is an incredibly pow-
erful and ancient prayer. I must admit, 
that although my family prayed the ro-
sary together when I was growing up 
(every day during Lent!), my devotion to 

Our Lady and to praying the rosary really did not “take root” 
until sometime in my latter seminary years and first couple 
years of priesthood. By “take root” I mean that it has become 
an important part of my daily life and my spiritual growth. I 
used to think that, since I did not “get much” out of praying 
the rosary, that I was just not “that type” of person. But, 
praise the Lord, I somehow stuck with it and kept trying. Even-
tually, something clicked for me. Actually, a few things: 

1. The rosary is not just a “check the box” prayer, but a per-
sonal conversation with Our Lord and His Mother. Sometimes 
I approach times of prayer with a “let’s just get this over with” 
attitude. But the more I’ve gotten to know Jesus and Mary, 
the more I desire to spend some time with them. I think that 
this is true for all types of prayer, not just the rosary. 

2. Mary is my mother. I have always known this on an intellec-
tual level, but it took quite some time for this to sink in on a 
personal, emotional, and spiritual level. That the Mother of 
God is also my mother who is not just a spectator of my life, 
but who walks with me daily with motherly concern, has been 
a game-changer in my life.  

3. The rosary helps to calm my mind and my soul. And I don’t 
mean this in a self-help or therapeutic sort of way. The rosary 
is much deeper than that. When I pray it conscientiously (yes, 
even priests go into “auto-pilot prayer mode” at times), I bring 
all of the worries, struggles, and burdens of my life to Jesus 
and Mary. I have started to notice that, when I “share myself” 
with Jesus and Mary, then they have started to share them-
selves with me. What I mean is that their earthly life has come 
to life for me. The events marked by the mysteries of the ro-
sary (e.g., the birth of Jesus, the wedding at Cana, the crown-
ing with thorns, the descent of the Holy Spirit, etc…) are be-
coming for me not a story, but a real part of my life. It is simi-
lar to the way that a major event in the life of one of your 
friends impacts your own life. His life is intertwined with 
yours. Jesus’ and Mary’s lives are becoming that for me. I have 
begun to see them as real people and these events as having a 
real effect on my life personally. I find myself understanding 
Jesus and Mary. “What were you feeling, Mary, when there 
was no room in the inn?” and many similar thoughts come to 
mind now when I pray the rosary. I realize that Mary and Je-
sus are not far from me, either emotionally, experientially, or 
personally. And that calms my heart and mind in my daily  

frustrations and difficulties. 

There is so much more to say about the rosary: How it has 
been a powerful spiritual weapon so many times in the 
Church’s history (read about the Battle of Lepanto, probably 
the most important sea battle in European history, which took 
place on October 7, 1571), how it forms in us a habit of pray-
er, how it has converted thousands to the true faith, how God 
has poured forth countless graces upon His people through it, 
especially the grace of chastity, how it has helped a countless 
number of people break fear from addictions, and the list 
goes on. In other words, I cannot recommend highly enough 
the daily praying of the rosary at least in a small part. Some 
practical and personal advice for doing this: 

1. Start small and then build. Commit to praying one decade 
of the rosary every day. But try to pray more than that.  

2. Build it into your routine. I often pray it in the car instead of 
listening to the radio. Helps me stay calmer when encounter-
ing bad drivers too! 

3. Pray it in chunks. I rarely pray a whole rosary (5 decades) all 
at one time during the day. But a couple of decades here and 
there throughout the day help me to remain in a spirit of 
prayer and relate my daily life to that of Jesus and Mary. 

4. If you “fall off the bus,” don’t be too proud and just hop 
back on. Even now, although I desire to pray the rosary every 
day, sometimes I don’t because I forget or I don’t prioritize my 
day well or I am lazy. But I am learning to swallow my pride 
and recognize that I am still a “work-in-progress,” loved by 
God. 

I hope that you too can experience the countless blessings 
and graces that I and millions of others have received from 
praying the rosary every day. I especially desire that you will 
come to know and love Our Lord and our Blessed Mother per-
sonally. Every other good of this world pales in comparison.  

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, October 12, 4:00p 

Lector M Hanson 

Servers A Leis, I Petersilka 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve D Wogernese 
Ushers W Liedl, H Talley, 
 M Kloss, C Amorissani 
 

Sunday, October 13, 11:00a 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers A Rosener, S Black 
A. Server C Thurner 
S. Server C Thurner 
Ushers R Mullenberg, D McNamara, 
 A Ricciardi, D Hawker 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,128.00 
Youth .......................................... $64.19 
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $979.59 
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $4,192.19 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $125.00 
Scrip ....................................... $1,895.00 

Thank you! 

Parish News 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer request to Janet 
Fox at generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at kostkacarla@gmail.com or call 
715-225-7419. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date, birth date, or  
to volunteer, call Emily Thurner at 715-
864-3048. 

Women’s Bible Study 

Our new Deanery Women’s Bible 
Study will begin on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 8 at St. Mary’s in Altoona. 
We will start with a study on 

Prayer through Lectio Divina and then 
move on to an Advent Bible Study. Both 
studies are found on Formed. Coffee and 
social begin at 8:30a, study will go from 
9:00a-10:30a. The cost will be $12 for 
both. This study is the perfect way to 
deepen your relationship with Christ and 
meet and pray with some wonderful 
women in the process! To sign up, please 
contact Marianne Callaghan at macalla-
ghan115@gmail.com or 715-835-8840. 

Safety Notice  

Starting in October, the parish hall doors 
and the east side entrance doors will be 
locked for safety purposes after Mass 
starts. Please note the main entrance 
doors into the narthex will remain un-
locked for anyone arriving afterwards. 
The other doors when locked are still 
openable for exiting purposes.  

Parish Council of Catholic Women  

St. Mary’s Council of Catholic 
Women is sponsoring a Rosary 
Walk, Sunday, October 13 at 
5:30p. The movie “Power in My 

Hands” will be shown following the Ro-
sary Walk with refreshments provided. 
Please join us.  
Everyone Loves Cinnamon Rolls! Ladies 
of the Parish are baking and selling fresh 
cinnamon rolls the weekend of October 
19-20. The funds will be used for altar 
items needed. Come prepared to enjoy 
fresh hot cinnamon rolls to eat after Mass 
and also take some home. 

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

Fr. Sakowski plans to be in the new con-
fessional each Friday morning from 8:00-
8:45a. We encourage all our parents to 
take advantage of this opportunity to 
experience God’s mercy! Father is more 
than willing to guide people through the 
process if they don’t know what to say or 
do. 

Formed.ORG 

This week on Formed.org, watch Episode 
6 of  Divine Mercy in the Second Greatest 
Story Ever Told on Fatima. Grasp the his-
torical importance of Fatima against the 
backdrop of a world engulfed in war. The 
prophetic drama  surrounding Our Lady’s 
appearance in Portugal captures the 
minds and hearts of believers and unbe-
lievers alike.   

Fall Festival 

St. Mary’s Fall Fest was a great 
success! Thank you to all the 
parishioners who volunteered 

their time and for their donations. The 
event could not have taken place without 
the help of many. The raffle winners are:  

Grand Prize $1,500  
Ann Hoffman 

2nd Prize (s) $500 scrip  
Mark Bauer 
Anonymous 

3rd Prize (s) $100 
Jaime Corcoran 

Jeremy Bergeron 
Vicki Witke 

Ashley Wolterstorff 
James Badour 

Wilderness Resort 
Jolene Schwartz 

Green Mountain Grill 
Jami Zwiefelhofer 

Stay tuned for a more complete summary 
of the event in the following weeks. 

Knights of Columbus  

Knights of Columbus meeting to 
be held October 7, Monday 
night at 7:00p general meeting; 
officers meeting at 6:30p. 

Elegant Autumn Tea 

October 13, 1:00-4:00p at Lilydale Event 
Venue, 6343 County Hwy, N, Chippewa 
Falls. Enjoy, tea, delicious delicacies and 
an uplifting presentation by Alice Hein-
zen. $20 before October 7. Questions? 
Email edecook@wwt.net . 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         
St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Parish News 

The PCCW will hold its next 
meeting on Thursday, October 
10 at 6:30p. All ladies of the par-
ish are invited! 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert    715-855-1294 , x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, October 12, 6:00p 

Lector R Schmitt 
K Pfaff, J Sauter 

Servers B Lesniewski 
Ushers B & D Sorge 
 

Sunday, October 13, 8:30a 
Lector T Smith 

 J & C Rollins, J Bowers 
Servers E Smith, B Quirk, 
 M Zwiefelhofer 
Ushers B Grzyb, B Severinski, 
 J Quirk, B Gruba 
Greeters P Gentry, K Krupka 
Counters P Gentry, T & S Mayer 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $2,563.00 
Youth ............................................. $8.90 
Plate ........................................... $219.50 
Capital Campaign .................... $1,070.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$3,861.40 

Family Faith Formation 
Welcome back, everyone, to a new year 
of Faith Formation!  Thank you to the 
Knights of Columbus for treating us to a 
wonderful spaghetti dinner for our fami-
lies on Wednesday night! It was the per-
fect way to kick off our new year.  
Safe Environment training will be done 
for all parents on Sunday, October 6 at 
class. Confirmation students will be 
trained  on Wednesday,  October 30 and 
K-8 students will be trained on Sunday, 
November 10. 

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tion list is now 6 months out. Every Mass 
will be said, and in the order received. 

Parish Hall Rental 
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall, 
and/or Kitchen, please contact the office 
at 715-877-3400. Rental is available to St. 
Raymond’s members only. 

October Anniversary Blessings 

If you will be celebrating your 
Wedding Anniversary in Octo-
ber please sign up in the gath-

ering space for a special blessing after the 
Masses on October 19 and 20. 

Our new Deanery Women's Bible Study 
will begin on Tuesday, October 8 at St. 
Mary's in Altoona.  We will start with a 
study on Prayer through Lectio Divina and 
then move on to an Advent Bible 
Study.   Both studies are on Formed. 
Coffee and social will begin at 8:30a, and 
the study will go from 9-10:30a. The cost 
will be $12 for both. This study is the per-
fect way to deepen your relationship with 
Christ and meet and pray with some won-
derful women! To sign up, please contact 
Marianne Callaghan at 715-835-8840 or 
macallaghan115@gmail.com by Oct. 1.   

Women’s Bible Study 

I would like to thank everyone 
who helped with the silent auc-
tion. We had a great variety of 
baskets again this year and our 

tables looked great. Lastly, to all the won-
derful ladies who helped to put this all 
together, I could not do this without your 
help and talents. Thank you! 

Laurie Gruba 

Themed Basket Winners: 
Sports Mania - Connie Wathke 
Spa Retreat - Renee Hanson 
Girl’s Fun Day - Jamie Ceranski 

2019 Fall Festival 

We have many volunteer opportunities 
throughout our parish! Will you be the 
hands and feet of Jesus? October 19 and 
20, after both Masses, our 2019 ministry 
fair will be in the gathering space. Please 
take the insert from today’s bulletin 
home with you and prayerfully consider 
how you will return the gifts that Jesus 
has given you, to your parish. Our minis-
try leaders will be available at the fair to 
answer questions and discuss how you 
can be a part of these many groups who 
quietly work behind the scenes at St. Ray-
mond’s. Please fill out the form and bring 
it back the weekend of the fair. We hope 
to see you there! 

Ministry Fair 

If you are looking for a way to connect 
with more women at St. Raymond’s and 
have been trying to figure out what 
you’re going to do opening weekend of 
deer hunting season, we have the perfect 
thing for you!  Join the women of St. Ray-
mond’s Parish at our first Women of Faith 
event, after Mass on Sunday, November 
24. You are invited to a relaxed morning 
of brunch, fellowship, and of course faith! 
Tina Morning, an exceptional local speak-
er, will be coming to share her humorous 
yet thoughtful insights into the im-
portance of faith-sharing among women.   
Please join us!!  

Women of Faith 

Please note that St. Raymond’s parish 
office will be closed the week of October 
7 through October 11. Thank you. 

Parish Office Closed 



 

 Prayer Changes 
Things  

There is always a need with any 
relationship to have daily commu-
nication, which should include 
both speaking with and listening to 
the other person. Honest conver-
sation between husband and wife, 
friends and even colleagues can 
include questioning, thanking, de-
bating, balking, and arguing. In our 
relationship with God, our prayer-
ful conversation may include these 
aspects, as well as complaining, 
interceding, asking, beseeching, 
pleading, invoking, entreating, cry-
ing out, praising, contemplating, 
and even struggle! (See Catechism para-

graphs 2575-2577, 2629)  

Most notable is the fact that God 
desires a relationship with each 
one of us, which He is continuously 
and tirelessly instigating. Wow! 
This sure warms the heart, and 
hopefully it moves us to respond to 
His intense love.  

One way to dialogue with God is by 
following a prayer card that pro-
vides a format which incorporates 
some of the means of conversation 
as mentioned. The following is an 
example of such a prayer card:  

 

Begin your prayer with the  

Sign of the Cross.  

The Sign of the Cross affirms our 
belief in the three Persons of the 
Triune God and that we are saved 

by Jesus’ death on the cross.  

Sign of the Cross  
In the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen  

(Pray together aloud)  
Heavenly Father, please give me the 
grace to quiet down inside so as to 
become aware of Your love for me. 
Heavenly Father, I want to spend 
this time with You. Help me to give 
You my full attention and to pray 
from my heart.  

Our Father  
Our Father who art in Heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass 
against us and lead us not in to 
temptation but deliver us from 

evil. Amen.  
• EXPRESS silently your sorrow for 
any unkindness, selfishness or dis-
respect toward other people, re-
membering that all sin offends 
God.  
• PRAY the Our Father a second 
time, silently from the heart, more 
slowly than the first time.  
• CHOOSE a word or phrase from 
the Prayer that stands out for you. 
Silently think about it, speak with 
God about it, and share it aloud 
with those with whom you are 
praying.  
• THANK our Heavenly Father in 
your own words for a blessing.  
• ASK the Lord for any request 
that is in your heart. Share aloud.  

Close this time of prayer with the 
Sign of the Cross  

This basic format is part of the 
“Going Deeper in Prayer” Initiative. 
Along with each prayer card, there 
are also resources, including an 
explanation of the meaning of the 
words, the principles underpinning 
the prayer and the Scriptural foun-
dation. Fourteen different prayers 
cards are available at 
www.diolc.org/prayer/.  

The prayer cards also provide rea-
sons why we want to pray a spe-
cific prayer each day. With the Our 
Father, Jesus wanted us to experi-
ence peace by asking the Father 
for everything that we need. He 
knows the most important things 
in life that will bring us true joy and 
peace and He is continually faith-
ful. As we speak with our Heavenly 
Father each day in prayer, we will 
come to recognize more and more 
how much He loves us and find 
peace and calm in the midst of 
life’s difficulties.  

May each of us “go deeper” in our 
relationship with God. He waits 
patiently for you and me to re-
spond.  

By Ann Lankford  

Office for Catechesis and Evangelization  

Developing a Living Relationship with God  


