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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

October 19 through October 27 
Sat., Oct. 19 4:00p SM † Jo Ann LeMere 
  6:00p  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Oct. 20 8:30a  SR Kayla Maske 
  11:00a SM † Arlene Spaeth 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., Oct. 21 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Oct. 22 8:00a SR Pat & Diane Richie 
Wed., Oct. 23  8:00a SM † Bonnie Frueh 
Thu., Oct. 24 8:00a SR † Janet Hart 
  4:00p  Mass at Grace Edgewood 
Fri., Oct. 25 9:00a SM † Bernice Brantner 
Sat., Oct. 26 4:00p SM † Andrew J Meyer 
  6:00p SR † Russell Michaelson 
Sun., Oct. 27 8:30a SR † Elizabeth Ida 
  11:00a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  1:00p SM Ana Nuñez  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 
Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Gradualness: Lessons from Gregory 
 

“Accompaniment” and “gradualness” have 
become buzzwords in the tumultuous era 
of Pope Francis. Code words would be 
even more accurate. On the liberal side, 
there are some who use the words as a 
way to avoid speaking of objective truth 
and goodness (or error and evil) in the 
areas of marriage and sexuality and gen-
der. On the conservative side, there are 

some who have an intense visceral reaction against any talk of 
accompaniment or  gradualness. It  means  you are “one of 
those” and therefore an enemy of the cause of truth and good-
ness and right.  
This is all too tragic, because both accompaniment and gradual-
ness – properly understood – are incredibly important. Gradual-
ness (or “gradualism” or “graduality”) means what it suggests – 
that growth and progress in holiness come gradually, step by 
step. It is a long journey of patient and persistent progress. 
One of the most memorable examples of gradualness comes 
from Gregory the Great. He sent out Augustine of Canterbury 
and his companions from Rome to faraway England, where they 
had great success in the kingdoms of Kent and Northumbria. By 
the time Bede the Venerable rolls around (672-735), Northum-
bria was so thriving in the Faith that it was sending out many 
missionaries of its own. As we watch so many things fall apart 
these days, it is heartening to remember that much can be built 
up in just a couple of generations – especially when one learns to 
be patient and proceed step by step. 
That was the lesson that Gregory taught in his famous instruc-
tions to Augustine in a letter to the Abbot Mellitus dated July 18, 
601. One of the greatest pastoral challenges Augustine was fac-
ing was how to handle the pagan shrines. One might expect a 
seventh-century pope to counsel the destruction of those tem-
ples, but Gregory’s response is much more nuanced: “Tell him 
what I have decided after thinking to myself for a long time about 
the case of the Angles, namely, that the temples of the idols in 
that nation should by no means be destroyed, but that the idols 
themselves that are in them should be destroyed. Have holy wa-
ter prepared and sprinkled in these temples; have altars con-
structed and relics placed in them.” 
Gregory proceeds to address the Angles’ celebrations that in-
volve sacrificing cattle to their gods (or as he puts it, to demons). 
He urges Augustine to adapt these celebrations into Christian 
feasts. Let the people keep on collecting tree branches and 
erecting their ritual huts. But make sure that their rituals are cen-
tered around the newly Christianized shrines. Let them slaughter 
their cattle (what kind of fool would take away their steak?). But 
teach them to do so with prayers of thanksgiving to God, rather 
than prayers of sacrifice to other gods. Allow them their joy in 
outward practices, says Gregory – but teach them to pass to the 
more interior joys of Christian faith. 
Gregory then explains the law of gradualness. You cannot root 
out everything all at once from hard heads or stubborn minds. 
And you cannot climb a mountain by one great leap, but only 
step by step. 
Notice that Gregory does not suggest that all these practices on 

the part of the pagans are holy or helpful. He does not suggest 
that further conversations need not be held. He is giving a sense 
of where to start. He gave the matter much prayer and discern-
ment. What are the first steps that can be taken that will allow 
conversion to take off? 
Neither of Gregory’s decisions is a permanent solution, but ra-
ther a provisional measure developed by a wise and loving shep-
herd to address a unique pastoral circumstance. Gregory does 
not want to drive away new converts and potential converts by 
imposing too many rules too quickly. So he attempts to keep to a 
minimum the number of items that must be eliminated outright. 
He identifies two objective moral evils: pagan idols and pagan 
sacrificial prayers. These are direct violations of God’s command-
ments and have to stop. But he seeks to be as lenient as possible 
towards other attitudes and practices: attachment to a particular 
building, use of ritual branches and huts, and ritual killing of ani-
mals. Yes, these attitudes and practices arise from hard heads 
and stubborn minds. They are not all of them positive goods to 
be embraced. Further education and purification will be needed.  
In short, Gregory’s view is one of “tolerance” –  but a totally 
different sort of tolerance than the one promoted today. Grego-
ry’s tolerance is pastoral patience that is willing to walk with peo-
ple step by step on the long journey of conversion. 
His overarching goal is that we all will one day arrive at the peak 
of the mountain. We will never do that if we settle permanently 
on a plateau! 
In every age (including our own) the Christian witness to the Gos-
pel faces similar challenges. Where to begin? There is so much 
that is good and true and beautiful, and so much that is broken. 
Thanks be to God, there are those who are finding their way back 
to Faith and the Church. I am so inspired by their holy desires. I 
am moved to tears by their brokenness and their sad stories. I 
have learned not to start with rules, but to start with love, with 
compassion, and with careful listening. Not all topics need to be 
broached in the first or second – or even tenth – conversation. 
Much patience and tolerance is needed on the long road of con-
version. Perseverance is also needed, resisting the temptation to 
settle for less than the fullness of truth. Gregory understood all 
those points, and the results speak for themselves. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, October 26, 4:00p 

Lector J Spalding 

Servers S Webster, I Petersilka 
A. Server J Bechly 
S. Serve J Bechly 
Ushers B Webster, J Corcoran, 
 W Liedl, P Connell 
 

Sunday, October 27, 11:00a 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers Ad Ricciardi, At Ricciardi 
A. Server N Mullenberg 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers       R Mullenberg, A Ricciardi 
 F Chukwudelunzu, D Hawker 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

Hispanic Community 

¡Fiesta del Día de todos los Santos! 
Viernes 1 de noviembre. Toda la familia 
está invitada a celebrar la comunión de 
los santos con actividades divertidas, jue-
gos y premios el 1 de noviembre de 5:00-
6:30p. Traiga un plato de comida para 
compartir y venga vestido como su santo 
favorito para mucha diversión. No es 
necesario registrarse. 
Encuentro para jóvenes de Adviento 
Estás invitado a venir a la concentración 
juvenil de Adviento en el Wintergreen 
Resort, Wisconsin Dells. Para jóvenes en 
grados 6-12, desde el 29 de noviembre-1 
de diciembre. Inscríbase antes del 11 de 
noviembre a un costo de $90. Co-
muníquese con la oficina parroquial. 

Family Faith Formation 

All Saints’ Day Party! Friday, November 
1. The whole family is invited to celebrate 
the communion of saints with fun activi-
ties, games and prizes on November 1 
from 5:00-6:30p. Enjoy a potluck meal 
and come dressed as your favorite saint 
for extra fun. No registration necessary! 
Middle Schoolers  The EDGE meeting will 
be Wednesday, November 6 from 6:00-
7:15p. Any 6th, 7th or 8th grader is invit-
ed to attend and bring friends.  
Confirmation Class meets this Wednes-
day, October 23 from 6:30-8:00p at St. 
Mary’s! 

Parish News 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer request to Janet 
Fox at generalbook@charter.net or call 
715-529-1587.  

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at kostkacarla@gmail.com or call 
715-225-7419. 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         
St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Knight Of Columbus  

Knights of Columbus is sponsoring 
a Blood Drive on October 25 at St. 
Mary’s Parish Hall from 10:00a to 

4:00p. Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and en-
ter: K of C Altoona to schedule an ap-
pointment.  Give Blood, Help save lives.  

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,756.00 
Youth .......................................... $40.97 
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $951.73 
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $5,748.70 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $281.00 
Scrip ....................................... $4,810.00 

Thank you! 

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

We will be celebrating Halloween on Oc-
tober 31! When putting together your 
child’s costume, please keep in mind that 
they must be non-violent, no gore, and 
no weapons. 

Beware of Scams - Stay Alert! 

We have heard from a number of Catho-
lic dioceses throughout the country that 
parishioners and staff in their diocese 
have received emails that claim to be 
from their parish priest asking that iTunes 
gift cards be sent to an address of a per-
son in need. These are targeted attacks 
that collect information from parish web-
sites, bulletins and other public infor-
mation. Using this information, an email 
is crafted that appears to be legitimate. 
Often the forged sender will request that 
the recipient wire money, send a gift 
card, or send money in some other form. 
If you ever receive a request to send 
money, please verify in person or by call-
ing a previously known phone number for 
that person. Please do not use a phone 
number in the email itself to verify the 
sender’s identity. If you have any ques-
tions please contact the parish office. 

Catholic Order of Foresters 

Tailgate Party for Julia Allen 
(Fundraiser to defray medical 
expenses) Enjoy food, bever-
ages, raffles and games while 

watching Packers vs. Chiefs. Tickets $25; 
students $10. Sunday, October 27 from 
6:00-10:30p at St. Mary’s Parish Hall.        

Eau Claire Deanery  

Eau Claire Fall General Assembly will be 
on October 28 at Immaculate Conception 
Church. Registration starts at 6:00p, Mass 
at 6:30p. All Eau Claire and Chippewa 
Falls women are encouraged to join. A 
couple of parishes will share their Parish 
Deanery Projects.  Call Julie at 715-456-

Scrip 

Starting in November our Scrip order 
form will have a new look. You might 
notice that some of the businesses have 
been removed from the form. Not to 
worry, we can always order those cards 
and get them for you in two weeks. Re-
member scrip is an easy way to make 
money for the church. Don’t forget to 
order your cards now so you have them 
ready for Black Friday shopping and 
Thanksgiving weekend 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Parish News 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert    715-855-1294 , x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, October 26, 6:00p 

Lector A Christ 
K King, K Pfaff 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers A Christ, C King 
 

Sunday, October 27, 8:30a 
Lector T Falbo 

 J & L Vetterkind, J Bowers 
Servers J Campbell, B Quirk, 
 K Gruba 
Ushers M Quirk, B Gruba, 
 B Severinski, T Lindgren 
Greeters D, L, C & A Olson 
Counters M Burmesch, S & P Barth 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $2,960.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................ $2.00 
Plate ........................................ $1,329.50 
Capital Campaign  ................... $1,161.67 
Total Envelope & Plate ..........$5,453.17 

Family Faith Formation 
K-8 parents, this week's lesson is on 
Stewardship.  You can learn great new 
ways for your family to serve God and the 
Church!  
Confirmation: there is no class on Octo-
ber 23.  We'll see you again on October 
30 for our lesson on Halloween, All 
Saints' Day, and All Souls' Day.  
All families are invited to St. Mary's from 
5-6:30p for their Saint Celebration on 
Friday, November 1. There will be a pot-
luck, costume contest, games, and fun 
activities. It's a great family activity!!  

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tion list is now 6 months out. Every Mass 
will be said, and in the order received. 

Parish Hall Rental 
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall, 
and/or Kitchen, please contact the office 
at 715-877-3400.  

If you are looking for a way to connect 
with more women at St. Raymond’s and 
have been trying to figure out what 
you’re going to do opening weekend of 
deer hunting season, we have the perfect 
thing for you!  Join the women of St. Ray-
mond’s Parish at our first Women of Faith 
event, after Mass on Sunday, November 
24. You are invited to a relaxed morning 
of brunch, fellowship, and of course faith! 
Tina Morning, an exceptional local speak-
er, will be coming to share her humorous 
yet thoughtful insights into the im-
portance of faith-sharing among women.   
Please join us!!  

Women of Faith Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of 
Columbus would 
like to congratu-
late Grace May-
er, this year’s 
recipient of the 
Knight’s of Co-

lumbus scholarship for continuing educa-
tion! Congratulations Grace! 

Eau Claire Deanery  

Eau Claire Fall General Assembly will be 
on October 28 at Immaculate Conception 
Church. Registration starts at 6:00p, Mass 
is at 6:30p. All Eau Claire and Chippewa 
Falls women are encouraged to join us. A 
couple of parishes will be sharing their 
Parish Deanery Project. Come and see 
what they are doing. Any questions? Call 
Julie Brindle at 715-456-6351.  

Catholic Order of Foresters 

Tailgate Party for Julia Allen 
(Fundraiser to defray medical 
expenses) Enjoy food, bever-
ages, raffles and games while 

watching Packers vs. Chiefs. Tickets $25; 
students $10. Sunday, October 27 from 
6:00-10:30p at St. Mary’s Parish Hall.        

Thank you to everyone who 
attended and entertained for 
our Evening with the Fathers! 
We had a great turnout and 

raised $3,800 for Casa Hogar in Peru. 
Thank you for your support in carrying 
out Fr. Joe Walijewski’s mission in youth. 
A special thanks to the St. Raymond’s 
Knights of Columbus for their generous 
donation and to the wonderful women 
who provided the delicious treats! 

Casa Hogar Evening  

Beware of Scams - Stay Alert! 

We have heard from a number of Catho-
lic dioceses throughout the country that 
parishioners and staff in their diocese 
have received emails that claim to be 
from their parish priest asking that iTunes 
gift cards be sent to an address of a per-
son in need. These are targeted attacks 
that collect information from parish web-
sites, bulletins and other public infor-
mation. Using this information, an email 
is crafted that appears to be legitimate. 
Often the forged sender will request that 
the recipient wire money, send a gift 
card, or send money in some other form. 
If you ever receive a request to send 
money, please verify in person or by call-
ing a previously known phone number for 
that person. Please do not use a phone 
number in the email itself to verify the 
sender’s identity. If you have any ques-
tions please contact the parish office. 




