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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

October 26 through November 3 
Sat., Oct. 26 4:00p SM † Andrew J Meyer 
 6:00p  SR † Russel Michaelson 
Sun., Oct. 27 8:30a  SR † Elizabeth Ida 
 11:00a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
 1:00p SM Ana Nuñez 
Mon., Oct. 28 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Oct. 29 8:00a SR Virgina Nix 
Wed., Oct. 30  8:00a SM † Dominka & Mietek Potemski 
Thu., Oct. 31 8:00a SR † Ethel Hayden 
 7:00p SM † Alois Felzkowski 
Fri., Nov. 1 9:00a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
 7:00p SR † Deceased Members of PCCW 
Sat., Nov. 2 9:00a SM † Janet Papach 
 4:00p SM † Deacon Robert Hanson 
 6:00p SR † Most Forgotten Soul 
Sun., Nov. 3 8:30a SR SR & SM Parishioners 
 11:00a SM † Leo & Irene Schuh 
 1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 
Gradualness: Lessons from Alcuin 
Genuine Christian conversion happens 
gradually, one step at a time. That was the 
wisdom that Gregory the Great imparted 
to the missionaries in England in the early 
600s. By the 700s, there was a great spir-
itual vibrancy there, particularly in North-
umbria. A land still steeped in Celtic pa-
ganism was transformed in less than a 
century. 

Enter Alcuin, born in Northumbria in 735. He helps us understand 
profoundly how important human desire and freedom are in the 
step-by-step journey of conversion. 
By the mid-700s, the spreading fire of conversion in Northumbria 
had ignited many vocations to monasticism as well as an explo-
sion of learning. If you or someone you know has undergone a 
profound conversion experience, you know how that works. You 
begin to feel an insatiable zeal to keep learning more about your 
newly discovered (or newly recovered) faith. It was no different 
in Northumbria. An influx of manuscripts from the mainland sup-
plied new libraries. At the library in York, Alcuin soaked up all the 
learning he could: mathematics, literature, law, Scripture, theolo-
gy, and more. 
Enter Charlemagne as king of the Franks. He sought out a circle 
of intellectual advisers, and persuaded the reluctant Alcuin to 
come to his court in 782. Alcuin spent eight years in Aachen, edu-
cating Charlemagne, returned for a time to Northumbria, then 
back to Charlemagne’s court, and then to Tours, where he lived 
out his final years from 796-804. 
Perhaps you have heard the stories of Charlemagne forcing con-
versions among the newly conquered Saxons. Many of them be-
came Christians, not because they desired to, but because they 
were forced to, upon pain of death. It was a gross misapplication 
of the Gospel passage: “Go out into the highways and hedges and 
compel them to come in, so that my house may be filled” (Luke 
14:23). 
What a difference Alcuin must have noticed! The recently con-
verted Christians in Northumbria were unstoppable in their re-
pentance, their spiritual growth, their eagerness to learn, and in 
their zeal to go out and evangelize others. By contrast, those 
forced into conversion under Charlemagne were not exactly 
growing in their Faith. 
When Charlemagne began doing the same among the Avars in 
Hungary, Alcuin had seen enough. He wrote three rather scathing 
letters in 796: a carefully worded one to Charlemagne, a more 
candid commentary to Arno (Bishop of Salzburg), and an expres-
sion of exasperation to his close friend Maegenfrith, one of Char-
lemagne’s courtiers. 
When Alcuin writes Charlemagne, he begins with flattering sen-
tences, but you can detect the veiled sarcasm. He praises the 
king’s devotion to Christ’s glory, and his prowess in leading the 
peoples away from the worship of idols and towards the 
knowledge of the true God. With Charlemagne’s ego sufficiently 
appeased, Alcuin proceeds to correct the king’s actions, not so 
much by criticism of the past as by instruction for the future.  He 
presses upon Charlemagne the urgency to provide worthy and 
suitable preachers to the newly baptized, in order to foster 
growth in their faith during this very vulnerable stage. He cau-

tions his king, “If knowledge of the catholic faith does not come 
first into the soul through the use of reason, the bodily cleansing 
of holy baptism will be of no avail.” 
He is much more candid when he writes to Arno: “The miserable 
race of the Saxons has so often lost the sacrament of baptism, 
because they never had a foundation of faith in their heart.” He 
reiterates the same points to Maegenfrith: “We learn from Saint 
Augustine that faith is a voluntary thing, not a necessary thing. A 
man can be attracted toward faith, but not coerced. You can co-
erce baptism, but it does not profit faith.” 
Has this not been the story of “faith” in so many of our Catholic 
families today? How many kids go to Catholic schools or go 
through their parish’s religious education program (or get Con-
firmed) because they have to? How many Catholics still show up 
at Mass on Sunday not because they eagerly want to be there, 
but because they feel obliged? Without freedom, without a 
growing desire, there is no authentic conversion. There is no 
spark that grows into a blazing fire. There is instead death and 
decay. 
Yes, there is a time and place for duty and obligation. It is right 
and just to give God thanks and praise. Not to gather on Sunday 
to give him due praise is an injustice against his greatness and his 
goodness. But even in the virtue of justice and the virtue of reli-
gion, there is a willingness and a growing interior freedom. Until 
there is inward growth, there is not yet virtue. 
Many of my best experiences as a priest have come in my work 
with RCIA, as men and women of all ages find their way into Ca-
tholicism or back to Catholicism. Even in those cases where there 
is painful personal brokenness, the conversion can be amazing 
and inspiring. Once that fire is burning, it becomes hard to keep 
up with the pace of their hearts and their lives.  
Although Gregory’s letter in 601 to the missionaries in England is 
more famous, it is shorter on details. Alcuin’s three letters offer a 
detailed analysis of what gradualness looks like.  He describes the 
slow and steady growth of conversion in the heart of a believer, 
from the first beginnings of faith to baptism to step-by-step in-
struction to the full flourishing of love and truth. 
I’ll share more next time. 
Read more at Father’s blog: www.abideinlove.com 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, November 2, 4:00p 

Lector M Hanson 

Servers R Semerad, L Frank 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve D Wogernese 
Ushers W Liedl, H Talley,  
 C Amorissani, M Kloss 
 

Sunday, November 3, 11:00a 
Lector F Chukwudelunzu 

Servers C Chilson, T Chilson 
A. Server J Fox 
S. Server J Fox 
Ushers A Tiry, C Tiry, 
 M Chilson, D Kamrowski 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,916.00 
Youth ........................................ $139.00 
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $659.96 
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $5,714.96 
 

Capital Campaign  .................. $1,554.17 
Scrip ....................................... $3,355.00 

Thank you! 

Hispanic Community 

¡Fiesta del Día de todos los Santos! 
Viernes 1 de noviembre. Toda la familia 
está invitada a celebrar la comunión de 
los santos con actividades divertidas, jue-
gos y premios el 1 de noviembre de 5:00-
6:30p. Traiga un plato de comida para 
compartir y venga vestido como su santo 
favorito para mucha diversión. No es 
necesario registrarse. 
Encuentro para jóvenes de Adviento 
Estás invitado a venir a la concentración 
juvenil de Adviento en el Wintergreen 
Resort, Wisconsin Dells. Para jóvenes en 
grados 6-12, desde el 29 de noviembre-1 
de diciembre. Inscríbase antes del 11 de 
noviembre a un costo de $90. Co-
muníquese con la oficina parroquial. 

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

The kindergarten through fifth grade Hal-
loween Parade will start at 2:45p on 
Thursday, October 31 and will be outside 
around the school, weather permitting. 
Please remember that your child’s cos-
tume must be non-violent, no gore, and 
no weapons. 

Family Faith Formation 

All Saints Day Party! Friday, November 
1! The whole family is invited to celebrate 
the communion of saints with fun activi-
ties, games and prizes on November 1 
from 5:00-6:30p. Enjoy  potluck meal and 
come dressed as your favorite saint for 
extra fun. No registration necessary!  
RCIA Are you interested in learning more 
about the Catholic Church? Our RCIA 
meets this Thursday, October 31 at 
6:30p. We will be attending Mass at 
7:00p and discussing All Saints Day and 
the Liturgical Seasons.  

Parish News 

All Saint’s Day  
November 1 is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Mass will be at St. Mary at 7:00p on Octo-
ber 31 and at 9:00a on November 1. In-
cense will be used at this Mass. 

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com or call 
715-225-719 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer           715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         
St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Scrip 

Starting in November our Scrip order 
form will have a new look. You might 
notice that some of the businesses have 
been removed from the form. Not to 
worry, we can always order those cards 
and get them for you in two weeks. Re-
member scrip is an easy way to make 
money for the church. Don’t forget to 
order your cards now so you have them 
ready for Black Friday shopping and 
Thanksgiving weekend! 

St. Mary’s Fall Clean-Up 

Saturday, November 2, from 
10:00a to 2:00p. Stop down 
for a few hours and help us 
make our lawns look great 
for autumn! Bring your own 

rake if you can. Snacks and refreshments 
will be served.  Sign up sheet is located in 
the Narthex. If you have any questions, 
please contact Michael at 715-271-4056. 

Formed.ORG 

Looking for Happiness in all the wrong 
places? Addictions and distractions are 
used to mange pain-but end up hurting 
us and our ability to find lasting happi-
ness. This week on Formed.org, in the 
audio talk “The Crisis of Happiness” Jim 
Owens give scientific evidence and practi-
cal advice for overcoming these wounds. 

November Anniversary Blessings  

If you will be celebrating your 
wedding anniversary in No-
vember, please sign up in the 

Narthex for a special blessing after the 
11:00a Mass on November 10 followed 
by Social Sunday in the Parish Hall. 

Eau Claire Deanery Adoration 

We have an urgent need for adorers on 
Mondays from 11:00a-noon and 8:00-
9:00p. Also, in need of a male to repose 
the blessed sacrament on Mondays at 
9:00p in The Benedictine Chapel, 322 
Fulton St., Eau Claire. Please prayerfully 
consider filling these spots. To sign-up as 
an adorer contact Ann at 715-874-5794. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Parish News 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday  

mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-
3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert    715-855-1294 , x 
142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 

Liturgical Ministers 
Friday, November 1, 7:00p* 
Lector A Christ 

 N Falbo, B Gruba, J Bowers 
Servers J Campbell, T Falbo, 
 J & E Wright 
Ushers T Lindgren, D Olson, 
 M Rockow, J Jaenke 
Greeters K Krupka, L, C & A Olson 
 

Saturday, November 2, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
B Sorge, J Sauter 

Servers B Lesniewski 
Ushers K Roberts, J Lesniewski 
 

Sunday, November 3, 8:30a 
Lector T Smith 

 J & L Vetterkind, C Rollins 
Servers E Smith, A Melrose,  
 M Zwiefelhofer 
Ushers D Olson, J Rollins,  
 P Quirk, M Quirk 
Greeters D, L, C & A Olson 
Counters D LeMere, E & D Walker 
* Incense at this Mass 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $2,993.00 
Youth Envelopes ........................... $9.55 
Plate .......................................... $680.00 
Capital Campaign ................... $5,475.60 
Total Envelope and Plate ..... $9,158.15 

Family Faith Formation 

K-8 parents: don't forget about the All 
Saints' Day celebration at St. Mary's on 
Friday, November 1 from 5-6:30p.  There 
will be a potluck, games, activities, and a 
costume contest. Come join in the fun!!  

Confirmation: we have Large Group on 
Wednesday, November 6.  

All Saint’s Day 

November 1 is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Mass will be celebrated at St. Raymond’s 
at 7:00p. Incense will be used at this 
Mass. 

Communion to Homebound 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Parish Hall Rental 

If you would like to rent the Parish Hall, 
and/or Kitchen, please contact the office 
at 715-877-3400. Rental is available to St. 
Raymond’s members only. 

If you are looking for a way to connect 
with more women at St. Raymond’s and 
have been trying to figure out what 
you’re going to do opening weekend of 
deer hunting season, we have the perfect 
thing for you!  Join the women of St. Ray-
mond’s Parish at our first Women of Faith 
event, after Mass on Sunday, November 
24. You are invited to a relaxed morning 
of brunch, fellowship, and of course faith! 
Tina Morning, an exceptional local speak-
er, will be coming to share her humorous 
yet thoughtful insights into the im-
portance of faith-sharing among women.   
Please join us!!  

Women of Faith 

Eau Claire Deanery  

Eau Claire Fall General Assembly will be 
on October 28 at Immaculate Conception 
Church. Registration starts at 6:00p, Mass 
is at 6:30p. All Eau Claire and Chippewa 
Falls women are encouraged to join us. A 
couple of parishes will be sharing their 
Parish Deanery Project. Come and see 
what they are doing. Any questions? Call 
Julie Brindle at 715-456-6351.  

November Anniversary Blessings 

If you will be celebrating your 
Wedding Anniversary in No-
vember please sign up in the 

gathering space for a special blessing 
after the Masses on November 2 and 3. 

Today we will celebrate World Mission 
Sunday. We celebrate this day by remem-
bering our baptismal call - to bring the 
Gospel to all! The collection envelopes in 
the Gathering Space, for the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith ensures the 
work and service of the Mission Church, 
as it supports priests, religious and lay 
leaders who offer the Lord’s mercy and 
concrete help to the most vulnerable 
communities in the Pope’s missions. May 
God bless  your generosity with the abun-
dance of His grace. Please pick up an en-
velope and bring it back next weekend. 
Thank you! 

World Mission Sunday 

Training for new EMHC ministers 
of Communion and the EMHC 
ministers for the Homebound will 
be after the Masses on November 

2 and 3 in the Library. Carla Kostka will be 
holding training for all new and current 
ministers. Please attend this meeting, 
even if you have before, for a review of 
this very important ministry. Thank you! 

EMHC Training 

New Members 

Please welcome these new members 
to St. Raymond’s Parish: 

William Mowry and Family 
Susan Barneson and Family 

 As Catholics, we are called to cherish, 
defend, and protect those who are most 
vulnerable, from the beginning of life to 
its end. During the month of October, the 
Church asks us to reflect more deeply on 
the dignity of every human life.  
Abundant resources in English and Span-
ish, are available at the U.S. Bishops’ 
website respectlife.org/october. 

October is Respect Life Month 



Our Lady of Guadalupe 

St. Mary’s Parishioners in front of the Shrine of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse. 

Have you heard of the Birthday celebration for Our 
Lady of Guadalupe?  

This year it was attended by 500 to 600 people.  
 

¿Has oído hablar de la celebración de cumpleaños de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe?  

Este año contó con la asistencia de 500 a 600 personas.   
 
On the eve of Our Holy Mother's birthday, members of St. Mary's Hispanic Community 
attended the annual Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse. It 
has become an annual tradition that buses full of pilgrims from different cities of Wis-
consin attend this celebration, which combines traditional "Mañanitas" and dances 
from different native groups from Mexico and other Hispanic cultures paying homage 
to Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
 

En vísperas del cumpleaños de Nuestra Santa Madre, miembros de la Comunidad His-
pana de St. Mary's asistieron a la Peregrinación anual al Santuario de Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe en La Crosse. Se ha convertido en una tradición anual que los autobuses 
llenos de peregrinos de diferentes ciudades de Wisconsin asistan a esta celebración, 
que combina las tradicionales "Mañanitas" y bailes de diferentes grupos nativos de 

Comments: Comentarios 
Elodia Flores: “For me participating in the pilgrimage for the first time, was incredibly emotional and beautiful, to be able to sing and 
adore Our Holy Mother was a humbling experience.” 
     "Para mí participar en la peregrinación por primera vez, fue increíblemente, emocional y hermoso, el poder cantar y adorar a  
       Nuestra Santa Madre, fué una experiencia humilde." 
 
Carmen Nuñez:  “It was a beautiful service as always.  It is amazing to me, seeing all these human bodies having their eyes filled with 
tears and hearts filled with love focused on one location......on our Holy Mother.” 
     "Fue un servicio hermoso como siempre.  Es increíble para mí, ver todos estos cuerpos humanos tener sus ojos llenos de lágrimas y  
       corazones llenos de amor centrados en un solo lugar...... en nuestra Santa Madre." 


