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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

November 2 through November 10 
Sat., Nov. 2 9:00a SM † Janet Papach 
  4:00p SM † Deacon Robert Hanson 
  6:00p  SR † Most Forgotten Soul 
Sun., Nov. 3 8:30a  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † Leo & Irene Schuh 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., Nov. 4 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Nov. 5 8:00a SR † Mervin & Marcella Ohnemus 
Wed., Nov. 6  8:00a SM 
Thu., Nov. 7 8:00a SR † Mary Gentry 
  2:00p  Mass at The Classic 
Fri., Nov. 8 9:00a SM † Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter 
Sat., Nov. 9 4:00p SM † Franc Vogrinec 
  6:00p SR † Theresa Dimmitt 
Sun., Nov. 10 8:30a SR † Nancy Flynn 
  11:00a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  1:00p SM † Barbara Morgan  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Sedlacek 

Living Indulgently 
I heard a comedian once make a humor-
ous point during one of his sketches about 
how something happened to his parents 
once they became grandparents. All of the 
sudden, in the presence of their grandchil-
dren, his strict and unbendingly principled 
parents become disciplinary pushovers 
and gushers of indulgent love. He said, “I 
tell my children, ‘those are not the same 

people I grew up with. You are looking at older people who are 
trying to get into heaven now.’” Most of us, I wager, have seen 
some similar transformation in our own parents.  
Parents have a difficult time in walking the line between being a 
pushover and being overly strict with their children. There seems 
to be both new challenges in raising children well in this time of 
human history along with all the challenges that are as old as the 
human race and original sin. If I am too soft, they will be spoiled 
and entitled millennials (please indulge me in my self-
deprecating humor), but if I am too strict, they will be rebellious 
or worse. But every good parent, I think, delights in indulging 
their children at least every once in a while.  
This is true for our holy mother, the Church, as well. Many peo-
ple, I would bet, think of the Catholic Church as “strict” and as 
having “lots of rules” which restrict peoples’ “freedom.” But very 
few see the flip-side of the Church as being a caring mother who 
both demands discipline of all her children, but also loves them 
and desires to provide for their spiritual needs, even lavishly so.  
The month of November draws our attention as a Church to one 
of the central tenants of the Christian Faith: “I believe in… the 
communion of saints.” November 1st is the feast of All Saints, 
where we acknowledge and rejoice in all those who have fought 
the good fight, are in the Presence of the Triune God, and who 
intercede on behalf of the pilgrim Church militant on earth. No-
vember 2nd is All Souls Day, where we acknowledge and pray for 
the souls of all the faithful who are undergoing their final purifi-
cation before joining the saints in heaven. We remember the 
souls in purgatory throughout the month of November and re-
new our belief in the communion of saints; that is, in our belief 
that we are united to all those who are united to Christ, whether 
in heaven, in purgatory, or on earth.  
One way that Holy Mother Church helps to strengthen this bond 
between all of Christ’s flock is through something called 
“Indulgences.” An indulgence is a lessening or elimination of the 
temporal punishment due to sins. In the Sacrament of Confes-
sion, God forgives us of the eternal punishment due to our sins 
(hell, or eternal separation from Him and the communion of 
saints), but sin has some other bad effects in our lives, the tem-
poral punishment (attraction to sinful behaviors, wounds in our 
relationships, difficulty in doing good, feeling disconnected from 
God and the saints, etc…). Any of these temporal effects which 
are not healed or reconciled in this life are healed or purified in 
the next (“purgatory”). The Church, out of her love and care for 
her children, offers indulgences which lessen or completely elimi-
nate the temporal, or “in time” bad effects of our sins.  
It is kind of like if I crashed and totaled my older sister’s car (if… 
yeah, ha ha), and I asked her to forgive me. She may well forgive 
me, but there will still be some other bad effects of the crash to 

take care of: perhaps personal physical injury, repairing someone 
else’s car or property which was damaged due to my bad driving, 
and of course, replacing the sister’s car. But perhaps my mother 
helps me to repair some of those bad effects by driving me to a 
used car lot, paying my doctor’s bills, etc…  This is what the 
Church does with us on a spiritual level with indulgences. The 
Church has the ability and authority to do so because Jesus Christ 
gave this power to the Apostles to be a guardians and distribu-
tors of the infinite riches and merits of Christ and the Saints.  
So, how do we avail ourselves of the “indulgent” mercy of the 
Christ and His Church to relieve the bad temporal effects of our 
sin? We can gain these via certain “indulgenced acts,” such as a 
certain prayer or act of mercy or generosity. Some examples of 
these indulgenced acts are:  Visit the Blessed Sacrament for one 
half hour, pray the rosary with their family or parish community, 
read Sacred Scriptures prayerfully for at least a half hour, and 
many more!  
1) Do the indulgenced act.  
2) Go to the Sacrament of Confession within a week or so before 
or after doing the indulgenced act;  
3) Worthily receiving Holy Communion, (preferably on the day of 
doing the indulgenced act).  
4) Praying for the intentions of the Pope (Our Father, Hail Mary, 
Apostles Creed). 
5) Being detached from sin. That is, not wanting to commit any 
sin anymore. That last one is hard, but if we do the best we can 
with it, God will honor our efforts. 
An indulgence can be partial (take away some temporal punish-
ment of sin) or plenary (take away all temporal punishment). An 
indulgence can be applied to oneself or to the dead (one or many 
or all). One plenary indulgence that one can gain specifically for 
the dead from November 1 to November 8 (once each day) by 
devoutly visiting a cemetery and praying for the faithful depart-
ed. On November 2, All Souls Day, one can gain a plenary indul-
gence for the dead by simply visiting a church and reciting an Our 
Father and the Creed for them.  
The Church desires to foster our own spiritual growth. She de-
sires to aid us on our pilgrimage on earth to our heavenly home-
land. Along the way She desires to indulge us with the infinite 
graces of Our Savior so that we may joyfully be united to Him and 
all the saints in eternity. Let us incorporate the Church’s indul-
gences in our daily life! 
For more information on indulgences, visit  https://
www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/indulgences  

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, November 9, 4:00p 

Lector D Wogernese 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, N Cullinan 
A. Server M Niedzwiecki 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, P Connell, 
 M Kloss, J Blackmon 
 

Sunday, November 10, 11:00a 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers A Rosener, B Smiskey 
A. Server A Smiskey 
S. Server J Bechly 
Ushers D McNamara, R Mullenberg, 
 T Sykora, F Chukwudelunzu 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Parish  
Receptionist          715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ................................... $12,843.24 
Youth .......................................... $17.55 
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $910.92 
Total Envelope & Plate ...... $13,771.71 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $515.00 
Scrip ....................................... $3,920.00 

Thank you! 

Hispanic Community 

¡Este miércoles, 6 de noviembre es For-
mación de Fe Familiar! Una cena de 
"Sabor de Acción de Gracias" a las 5:30p y 
Confesión está disponible de 5:30-6:00p 
para los niños de grados k-5to y para los 
padres. El tema de este mes es Vivir y 
Morir para Convertirse en un Santo. No 
olvides traer tus tarjetas de Misa y regis-
tros de tareas.  
EDGE se reúne este miércoles, 6 de 
noviembre de 6-7:15p. Cualquier estu-
diante de 6to, 7mo u 8vo grado están 
invitados en asistir y traer amigos. Tenga 
en cuenta que un padre o adulto designa-
do DEBE entrar en la Iglesia para recoger 
a cada estudiante al final de la noche.  

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

Our Veterans’ Day Mass & Celebration is 
on Friday, November 8th. Mass begins at 
9:00a with the celebration to follow. Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend. We invite 
and encourage all our Boy and Girl Scouts 
and Heritage Girls to wear their scout 
uniforms. Everyone else is encouraged to 
wear red, white, and blue tops with uni-
form pants. There will be a reception for 
our Veterans and their families in the 
Parish Hall following Mass. 

Family Faith Formation 

This Wednesday, November 6, is Family 
Faith Formation! A “ Taste of Thanksgiv-
ing” dinner at 5:30p and Confession is 
open from 5:30-6:00p for kids K-5th 
grade and parents. This month’s topic is 
Living and Dying to Become a Saint. Don’t 
forget to bring your Mass Cards and 
Homework Records.  
EDGE meets this Wednesday, November 
6 from 6-7:15p. Any 6th, 7th or 8th grad-
er is invited to attend and bring friends. 
Please note a parent or designated adult 
MUST come inside the church to pick up 
each scholar at the end of the night.  
RCIA Are you interested in learning more 
about the Catholic Church? Our RCIA 
meets this Thursday, November 7th from 
6:30-8:30p. Our topic is Jesus: Lunatic, 
Liar or Lord? 

Parish News 

Parish Office  
Due to the Holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Novem-
ber 28-29, December 24, 25, 31 and Janu-
ary 1.  Please note that the Diocese of La 
Crosse will be closed all of these dates  
too, also on December 26.  

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com or call 
715-225-719 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

Formed.ORG 

This week on formed.org we highlight 
another great reformer saint in the 
Church. As the nephew of pope Pius IV, 
Charles Borromeo was one of the most 
powerful men in all of Rome. Yet he 
chose the extraordinary challenge of re-
form, and spent himself in the service of 
his flock. Check out his and other great 
reformer stories in the True Reformer 
series in Formed.org. 

November Anniversary Blessings  

If you will be celebrating your 
wedding anniversary in No-
vember, please sign up in the 

Narthex for a special blessing after the 
11:00a Mass on November 10 followed 
by Social Sunday in the Parish Hall. 

Catholic Women's Club 

Monday, November 11th the Eau Claire 
Catholic Women’s Club will hold a baby 
shower at St. James the Greater. We will 
begin at 1:00p in the Church with a rosary 
for the unborn. The potluck luncheon and 
baby shower will be in the gathering 
space. Please bring baby gifts unwrapped. 
Items needed: diapers, pull-ups, clothes, 
baby wash, wipes, shampoo, lotion and 
items for moms. Items will be donated to 
Catholic Charities. For more information 
about this event or our group, call Renee 
Liming at 715-832-4085.   

Live in Concert! 

Aly Aleigha and Her Band! Join us for a 
night of music, prayer, and witness. Aly 
will share her gift of music and faith of 
journey. November 13, 6:30-7:30p at St. 
Olaf Parish, Eau Claire. Free will donation. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Parish News 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert    715-855-1294 , x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, November 9, 6:00p 

Lector A Christ 
K Pfaff, M Miller 

Servers J Campbell 
Ushers T Starks, M Rockow 
 

Sunday, November 10, 8:30a 
Lector P Uhlig 

 N Falbo, T Fischer, B Gruba 
Servers T Falbo, R Knolmayer, 
 M Hoff 
Ushers B Severinski, M Quirk, 
 D Olson, J Lesniewski 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
Counters St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 

Adults ...................................... $2,371.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................ $9.40 
Plate ........................................... $295.33 
Capital Campaign ......................... $6,100 
Mission Sunday ............................ $25.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$8,800.73 

Family Faith Formation 
K-8 parents: we look forward to seeing 
you next Sunday, November 10, at class! 
Please remember to bring your Mass 
cards and home lesson record.  
Confirmation: we have a large group 
meeting next Wednesday, November 9.  

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tion list is now 6 months out. Every Mass 
will be said, and in the order received. 

 

Advent Items 
The PCCW will offer advent items and 
devotionals after both Masses, the week-
end of November 16 and 17. Please stop 
by to get your advent candles! 

 

Parish Hall Rental 
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall, 
and/or Kitchen, please contact the office 
at 715-877-3400. Rental is available to St. 
Raymond’s members only. 

If you are looking for a way to connect 
with more women at St. Raymond’s and 
have been trying to figure out what 
you’re going to do opening weekend of 
deer hunting season, we have the perfect 
thing for you!  Join the women of St. Ray-
mond’s Parish at our first Women of Faith 
event, after Mass on Sunday, November 
24. You are invited to a relaxed morning 
of brunch, fellowship, and of course faith! 
Tina Morning, an exceptional local speak-
er, will be coming to share her humorous 
yet thoughtful insights into the im-
portance of faith-sharing among women.   
Please join us!!  

Women of Faith 

Each Sunday, before Mass, 
the Rosary and Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy are recited 
for parishioner intentions. 
We invite you to join us as 
we gather to pray the Ro-

sary! The Rosary is a spiritual weapon in 
the struggle against evil. Pope Benedict 
XVI was quoted saying:  “The Rosary is a 
contemplative prayer that is accessible to 
all: great and small, lay people and cler-
ics, cultured and uncultured,’ he said. ‘The 
rosary is a spiritual weapon in the strug-
gle against evil, against all violence, for 
peace in hearts, in families, in society, and 
in the world’.” Please join us in this beau-
tiful prayer, each Sunday, before Mass. 

Rosary and Chaplet Before Mass 

We have an urgent need for adorers on 
Mondays from 11:00a to noon and in the 
evening from 8:00-9:00p. We also need a 
man to repose the Blessed Sacrament on 
Monday evenings at 9:00p in The Bene-
dictine Chapel, 322 Fulton St., Eau 
Claire. Please prayerfully consider filling 
these spots and share with friends and 
family. To sign-up as an adorer contact 
Ann at 715-874-5794. 

Deanery Adoration 
On the weekend of November 9 and 10 
we will have a special blessing at the end 
of the Masses for Widows and Widowers 
in our Parish. Please sign up in the Gath-
ering Space for this special blessing. 

Widows/Widowers Blessing 

The Book Of Remembrance 
will be displayed in our Gath-
ering Space for the month of 
November, traditionally the 

month when we pray for the faithfully 
departed. Please feel free to add a page 
with your family and loved ones’ names 
so we can remember them in our prayers. 

Book of Remembrance 

"Rosa das Rosas: Music for 
Virgin Mary" 

Friday, November 15,  
7:30p at  St. Raymond’s  
Sunday, November 17, 

2:00p at St. Olaf’s 
The rose—an icon of the Virgin Mother in 
the Catholic church, yet also a universal 
symbol of love and beauty. This program 
examines the various ways such imagery 
is used in medieval and renaissance poet-
ry. Songs and chants from Cantigas de 
Santa Maria and Liber Usualis; additional 
works by Guerrero, Josquin, Marenzio, 
Palestrina, and others. Free admission, 
donations accepted. 

Concert at St. Raymond”s 




