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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

November 9 through November 17 
Sat., Nov. 9 4:00p SM † Franc Vogrinec 
  6:00p  SR † Theresa Dimmitt 
Sun., Nov. 10 8:30a  SR † Nancy Flynn 
  11:00a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  1:00p SM † Barbara Morgan 
Mon., Nov. 11 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Nov. 12 8:00a SR † Pearl Ann Morton 
Wed., Nov. 13  8:00a SM † Jo Ann LeMere 
Thu., Nov. 14 8:00a SR † Elizabeth Ida 
Fri., Nov. 15 9:00a SM † Leo & Irene Schuh 
  9:00a SR † Albert Kamrowski Family 
  10:30a  Mass at Heatherwood 
Sat., Nov. 16 4:00p SM † Arlene BaDour 
  6:00p SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Nov. 17 8:30a SR † Peter Gallick 
  11:00a SM † Carl Thurner 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Gradualness: Further Lessons from 
Alcuin 
At the end of the 8th Century, Alcuin of 
York wrote three fascinating letters in re-
sponse to King Charlemagne’s efforts to 
“convert” the Saxons by the sword. He 
emphasized the essential role of human 
freedom and holy desires if the sacra-
ments are actually to have their effect, to 
take root and grow and bear fruit. Today 

we can consider what that growth looks like. 
In Alcuin’s words, “We must ponder profoundly in what fashion a 
new plant must be cultivated, such that the first flowerings of 
faith are gradually brought to fruition: lest they be embittered by 
a harsh frost, and fail to grow to the sweetness of the hoped-for 
fruit.” 
The “frost” that particularly concerned him was Charlemagne’s 
immediate demand for tithing among the converts. Not only 
were they forced into baptism, but were promptly giving new 
bishops and  a ten-percent tax. Alcuin acknowledges to Charle-
magne that tithing is a marvelous spiritual practice that is en-
couraged in Scripture. But it is not the best way to begin your 
effort of evangelizing. In his witty use of Latin, Alcuin describes 
the tithe [decimus] as a decimation of the faith of these poor 
people. 
Faith is a fragile gift, easily lost in the early stages. The preacher 
should start with the sweeter and more pleasant things and work 
towards the harder ones. Alcuin appeals to Paul’s evangelizing of 
the Corinthians, in which he viewed himself as giving milk to spir-
itual infants, slowly nursing them toward solid food (1 Corinthi-
ans 3:1-2). 
Then there is Jesus’ cryptic word about not putting new wine into 
old wineskins (Mt 9:17). Alcuin interprets the image: “Who are 
the old wineskins, if not those who have been hardened in the 
errors of heathenism? If you pass down to them the more aus-
tere precepts of new preaching while they are still in the begin-
ning of faith, they will be broken, and will go back to the old com-
forts of falsehood.” Just as with winemaking, maturing in faith 
takes patience and time: “The soul that is fortified by the fermen-
tation of sacred faith over a long period of time is stronger than 
in the initial vintage of fresh preaching.” As an example, Alcuin 
describes Peter at Pentecost, filled with the new wine of the Holy 
Spirit, who empowers him to bear bold witness before Nero in 
the Roman palace as a martyr – quite the contrast with Peter in 
the house of Caiaphas on Holy Thursday – too terrified to witness 
even to a slave woman. “Earlier he was more timid, later more 
constant; earlier an example of fragility, later of fortitude.”  
Alcuin adds the example of the woman caught in adultery (John 
8:3-11), pointing out that Jesus did not rush to censure her, but 
rather bowed down in a gesture of humility and wrote in the 
ground, in order to show teachers how they should acknowledge 
their own weakness, first looking at their own hearts and writing 
their sins in the dirt that they find there. In doing so, they will 
find themselves much more gentle when it comes time to con-
fronting the sin of others. 
Alcuin proceeds to map out a gradual “order” of conversion 
through faith, appealing to St. Jerome, who is himself com-

menting on the Great Commission in Matthew 28: “A precise 
order: He bade the apostles that they should first teach all na-
tions, then immerse with the baptism of faith, and after faith and 
baptism should command those things that must be observed. 
And lest we judge those things that were commanded to be light 
and few, He adds: all things whatsoever that I have commanded 
you.”   
The first hearing of the Gospel stirs up in our hearts the first be-
ginnings of faith. Without that foundation of faith in the heart, 
baptism and the other sacraments will not grow and bear fruit in 
us.  Then comes incremental instruction designed to help the 
neophytes grow in faith and bear fruit, as they learn to live 
Christ’s precepts in all their fullness. Alcuin frequently suggests 
that the earlier preaching should focus on “sweetness” and nur-
turing growth, and only later in the process, when disciples are 
strong enough, to bring in the “harshness” or “bitterness” that is 
required for a full observance of Christ’s precepts. 
Those who preach the Good News and instruct in faith play a 
crucial role.  Alcuin calls for “pious preachers, of honest morals, 
educated in the knowledge of the holy faith, and imbued with 
the evangelical precepts.” He warns against two evils – on the 
one hand, greedy and ambitious shepherds who prefer wealth, 
honors, and privileges to heavenly rewards; on the other hand, 
the damage that is caused when Churches go for a long period of 
time with no shepherd at all. Alcuin urges us to pray and work to 
provide suitable shepherds for the “dangerous times of this age, 
which has fewer helpers in the Lord’s work than are necessary.” 
Alcuin articulates the qualities that a preacher and teacher of the 
faith should have: “He must glow with all the lanterns of the vir-
tues in God’s house, but must be capable in a knowledge of the 
most sagacious discretion, so that he can know what suits each 
person, sex, age, time, and place.” A good preacher is a good 
listener, tuning into what the needs of the person are at this par-
ticular time. With an attentive heart and wise mind, he nurtures 
the gradual growth of faith in the heart, until total conversion 
takes root.  
In so many ways, heathenism is alive and well today. Faith is dy-
ing in the hearts of our people. As we preach and teach the faith, 
we can learn a lot from Alcuin’s wisdom! 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, November 16, 4:00p 

Lector D Wogernese 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, R Semerad 
A. Server M Nuesse 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers A Tiry, C Tiry, 
 W Liedl, J Corcoran 
 

Sunday, November 17, 11:00a 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers R Hadt, D Ricciardi 
A. Server J Fox 
S. Server J Fox 
Ushers R Mullenberg, J Effertz, 
 A Ricciardi, D Hawker 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Parish  
Receptionist          715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $6,176.00 
Youth .......................................... $32.05 
Offertory (Plate) .................... $1,073.53 
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $7,281.58 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $420.00 
Scrip ....................................... $1,505.00 

Thank you! 

Facebook Page 

St. Mary’s Facebook page has 
tons of great stories about our 
Parish members, current 

events, Catholic Faith information, fun 
activities we offer, Friday Funnies and so 
much more! “Like” our page and keep up 
to date on all of our Parish news!  

Hispanic Community 

Formación Familiar Por favor, trabaje en 
sus lecciones en el hogar y no olviden 
llenar sus tarjetas de Misa cada semana. 
Se introducirán las tarjetas de Misa para 
un sorteo de premios en nuestra próxima 
noche de Formación Familiar. 
Encuentro para jóvenes de Adviento 
Estás invitado a venir a la concentración 
juvenil de Adviento en el Wintergreen 
Resort, Wisconsin Dells. Para jóvenes en 
grados 6-12, desde el 29 de noviembre 
hasta el 1 de diciembre. Preparese para 
un encuentro con JesuCristo. іInscríbase 
Ya, No te lo pierdas! Costo es de $115.  
Recuerde llenar el formulario.  Para 
preguntas o dudas comuníquese con la 
oficina parroquial 

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

Thanksgiving Break ~ November 27th-
29th 
St. Mary’s Advent Program will be held 
on Thursday, December 19th at 6:30p. 
Sacrament of Confession for School Par-
ents ~ Fr. Sakowski plans to be in the 
new confessional each Friday morning 
form 8:00-8:45a. We encourage all our 
parents to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to experience God’s mercy! Father 
is more than willing to guide people 
through the process if they don’t know 
what to say or do.  

Family Faith Formation 

Family Formation Please work on your 
home lessons and don’t forget to fill out 
your Mass cards each week. Mass cards 
will be entered for a prize drawing at our 
next Family Formation night. 
Confirmation Class meets this Wednes-
day, November 13th from 6:30-8:00p at 
St. Mary’s. 

Parish News 

Parish Office  
Due to the Holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Novem-
ber 28th and 29th, December 24th, 25th, 
and 31st, also on January 1st. Please note 
that the Diocese of La Crosse will be 
closed all of these dates  too, also on De-
cember 26th.  

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com or call 
715-225-719 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

Lost and Found Items 

Stop by the Lost and Found 
item box to pick up mis-
placed items. Box is placed 
across from the entrance 
to our Parish Hall. Please 

remember to pick up lost items by the 
end of the month. Remaining items will 
be donated on December 2nd. 

Formed.ORG 

What role should Mary play in our lives? 
In Mary: The Indispensable Mother of 
God, Tim Staples explains what Mary has 
to teach us. Learn how a correct 
knowledge of our Mother reveals our 
own identity in Christ, and empowers us 
to say “YES” to God! Hear this and more 
this week in the Audio section on the new 
and improved Formed.org platform.   

Magnificat Orders 

Magnificat is a monthly publication de-
signed for daily use to develop your pray-
er life and participate in Mass. Orders are 
being taken in the Narthex and will ex-
tend your current subscription. $35 for 12 
months.  Look for Magnificat order enve-
lopes in the Narthex. 

Social Sunday 

Join us on Sunday, 
November 10th, 
after the 11:00a 
Mass for Social Sun-
day in our Parish 

Hall. Enjoy friendly conversations and fun 
with refreshments and snacks. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Parish News 

The PCCW will hold its next 
meeting on Thursday, Novem-
ber 14 at 6:30p in the library. 
All ladies of the parish are invit-
ed to attend! 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will 
hold their next meeting on 
Monday, November 11 at 
7:00p. The Knight’s will meet at 

6:30p to pray the rosary before the 
meeting. Everyone is welcome to pray 
the rosary with us, before our meeting. 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert    715-855-1294 , x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, November 16, 6:00p 

Lector R Schmitt 
B Sorge, J Sauter 

Servers E Frank 
Ushers D Sorge, J Jaenke 
 

Sunday, November 17, 8:30a 
Lector J Ceranski 

 M Callaghan, L Hinrichs,  
   J Bowers 
Servers D Messerschmidt,  
 P & C Callaghan 
Ushers B Grzyb, P & J Quirk,  
 T Lindgren 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
Counters S & P Barth, P Gentry 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $3,479.00 
Youth Envelopes .......................... $21.60 
Plate ........................................... $569.25 
Capital Campaign .................... $1,170.00 
Holy Day Envelope ..................... $392.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$5,631.85 

"Rosa das Rosas: Music for 
Virgin Mary" 

Friday, November 15,  
7:30p at  St. Raymond’s  
Sunday, November 17, 

2:00p at St. Olaf’s 
The rose—an icon of the Virgin Mother in 
the Catholic church, yet also a universal 
symbol of love and beauty. This program 
examines the various ways such imagery 
is used in medieval and renaissance poet-
ry. Songs and chants from Cantigas de 
Santa Maria and Liber Usualis; additional 
works by Guerrero, Josquin, Marenzio, 
Palestrina, and others. Free admission, 
donations accepted. 

Concert at St. Raymond”s 

The Book Of Remembrance 
will be displayed in our Gath-
ering Space for the month of 
November, traditionally the 

month when we pray for the faithfully 
departed. Please feel free to add a page 
with your family and loved ones’ names 
so we can remember them in our prayers. 

Book of Remembrance 

If you are looking for a way to connect 
with more women at St. Raymond’s and 
have been trying to figure out what 
you’re going to do opening weekend of 
deer hunting season, we have the perfect 
thing for you!  Join the women of St. Ray-
mond’s Parish at our first Women of Faith 
event, after Mass on Sunday, November 
24. You are invited to a relaxed morning 
of brunch, fellowship, and of course faith! 
Tina Morning, an exceptional local speak-
er, will be coming to share her humorous 
yet thoughtful insights into the im-
portance of faith-sharing among women.   
Please join us!!  

Women of Faith 

Each Sunday, before Mass, the Rosary 
and Chaplet of Divine Mercy are recited 
for parishioner intentions. We invite you 
to join us as we gather to pray the Ro-
sary! The Rosary is a spiritual weapon in 
the struggle against evil. Pope Benedict 
XVI was quoted saying:  “The Rosary is a 
contemplative prayer that is accessible to 
all: great and small, lay people and cler-
ics, cultured and uncultured,’ he said. ‘The 
rosary is a spiritual weapon in the strug-
gle against evil, against all violence, for 
peace in hearts, in families, in society, and 
in the world’.” Please join us in this beau-
tiful prayer, each Sunday, before Mass. 

Rosary and Chaplet Before Mass 

Family Faith Formation 

All moms in our program: we'd love to 
see you at the Women in Faith event 
after Mass on Sunday, November 
24.  Take a little time for yourself! Come 
and meet other women of the parish, 
listen to an inspirational speaker,  have a 
beautiful breakfast (made by someone 
else), pray, and just relax. You deserve it!  

Mark December 1 on your calendar! We 
will have an Advent Family Activity Day 
with awesome Advent things to do to 
enjoy with your family.  If you don't want 
to do the activity you're still welcome to 
come have coffee and donuts and visit 
with other families! 

Communion to Homebound 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Additional Mass Next Week 

Next week on Friday, November 15, Regis 
Catholic Schools will have a retreat here 
at St. Raymond’s. There will be a Mass 
that morning at 9:00a. All are welcome! 

The PCCW will offer advent items after 
both Masses, the weekend of November 
16 and 17. Please stop by to get your ad-
vent candles! 

Advent Items 



St. Raymond’s - The Gathering Space 

Located on the left-hand side 
you will find blessed rosaries 
and booklets that you can use 
here in Church or take with you. 
The red binder has prayer cards 
and the shelves have prayer 
booklets, the most recent  
Catholic Life magazine, One 
Bread-One Body daily  
devotionals and more. 

This is who we are. Photos of 
Pope Francis, Bishop Callahan 
and our priests show visitors 
who are our shepherds. Also 
in this grouping is a relic from 
St. Raymond of Penafort, our 
parish patron saint and a copy 
of the St. John’s Illustrated 
Bible. This Bible is always 
open to the current Sunday’s 
Gospel, thanks to a group of 
devoted volunteers. 

 Spiritual Items  Devotional Items 

 Information Area Digital Signage/Dated Material 

 Physical Signs  Foyer Pedestals  

What has been a year and a half in the making, is finally done! 
The joint St. Raymond’s/St. Mary’s Parish Councils, along with St. Raymond’s staff, walked through the Gathering Space and 
made suggestions as to how this space could be welcoming and informative for visitors. Needs were listed and the project 
was completed in many stages. Physical signs directing people to the offices, library and parish hall were installed. Items 

were grouped in easy to see furniture pieces and function was the most important factor. 
 

Designed to help visitors find their way through the physical building but also to make them feel welcome, this new space 
is also to be used by you, our parishioners, so you can help minister to friends and family’s spiritual needs. Please wander 
around the Gathering Space and find all the informational aides, spiritual and devotional items and be ready to offer them 

to someone who may have questions about their faith journey. This space is here for you to use! 

Practical information and business 
operations reside here. Drop off an 
envelope, pick up a pamphlet on 
baptism, marriage or Faith For-
mation, sign-in for ministers, safe 
environment information and wel-
come packets. Also write your 
prayer requests and invite guests 
to sign our guest book. 

The last piece to be installed was 
the digital signage in our coat rack 
areas. Looking to engage all ages, 
this electronic messaging will help 
to engage a younger demographic 
and give us another way to share 
our message. 

Signage in the halls 
and above the doors 
were installed to help 
visitors find their way 
to the offices, parish 
hall, library and     
restrooms. Knowing 
your way around a 
building always helps 
to put a visitor more 
at ease. 

Thanks to the generosity of 
the Kostka family we have 
two pedestals in the front 
foyer and we have perma-
nently placed the St. Anthony 
statue, reminding us of one 
of the parishes that became a 
part of St. Raymond’s. 


