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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

November 16 through November 24 
Sat., Nov. 16 4:00p SM † Arlene BaDour 
  6:00p  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Nov. 17 8:30a  SR † Peter Gallick 
  11:00a SM † Carl Thurner 
  1:00p SM † Juan Guerrero Chavoya  
Mon., Nov. 18 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Nov. 19 8:00a SR † John Pipkorn 
Wed., Nov. 20  8:00a SM † Bernice Brantner 
Thu., Nov. 21 8:00a SR † Klobucar Family 
  11:00a  Mass at Oakwood Villa 
Fri., Nov. 22 9:00a SM † Callista Weiss 
Sat., Nov. 23 4:00p SM † Doris Liedl 
  6:00p SR Priest Intention 
Sun., Nov. 24 8:30a SR † Elizabeth Ida 
  11:00a SM Priest Intention 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Gradualness: Lessons from Paul 

Wise preachers and teachers in every age 
understand that growth in faith happens 
gradually, one step at the time. Today we 
can learn from the apostle Paul, the most 
successful Christian preacher of all time. 

Paul’s life and message can be summed up 
in one word: conversion. He experienced a 
profound conversion to Jesus, not only 
once on the road to Damascus, but each 

and every day of his life.  

Paul boldly proclaims, “I have been crucified with Christ; I live no 
longer I, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20-21). For Paul, eve-
ry day was a dying and rising with Jesus: Christ living in him and 
he living in Christ. Saul of Tarsus encountered the risen Jesus on 
the road to Damascus. He took on a new name and new identity, 
and his life would never be the same. 

This new identity is not simply a “me-and-Jesus” existence. We 
become fellow members of the one Body of Christ. Notice what 
Jesus says to Saul on the road: “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” (Acts 9:4). He does not say “my followers” or “my friends”  
but me. To be a disciple of Jesus is to co-exist in Christ as one 
whole person. 

We exist organically as members of the one risen and ascended 
Body of Christ. Little by little, we become fully alive as members 
of that Body. It is a gradual and lifelong process. Paul understood 
that point. His primary task was always his own conversion: “It is 
not that I have received it or have already attained perfect ma-
turity, but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may receive it, 
since I have indeed been received by Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:12). 

The Letter to the Ephesians speaks often of the “fullness” of 
Christ. There is a gradual and dynamic growth into that fullness, 
until at last God’s plan of salvation comes to perfect completion. 
The entire human race (those willing anyway) and the whole cos-
mos will be brought into perfect unity under the headship of 
Christ. He will become all in all. 

In the meantime, conversion is all about growing reception and 
receptivity. We earnestly strive to receive more and more from 
on high. We receive and give help to and from each other. And 
most importantly, we are received, taken up into this heavenly 
Body of Christ that is always beyond us, beckoning us daily to 
come further up and further in. 

At any given moment, each of us receives and is received into 
this fullness as much as we can. But our capacity for reception 
depends upon our depth of desire, our freedom, and our willing-
ness to cut out the things that are blocking our receptivity. 

That means that we need different kinds of care and different 
moments. While we are still spiritual infants, we need milk rather 
than solid food (1 Cor 3:1-2). And hopefully we remember the 
same when it is our turn to nurture the faith of others, whether 
our own children or the adult members of our churches who are 
only just beginning to relate to Jesus as a real person. Paul ex-
plains to the Corinthians that he guided them, not “with a stick,” 
but “with love in a spirit of gentleness” (1 Cor 4:21), for he is 
their father in Christ Jesus through  his  preaching of the Gospel 
to them. 

But notice the next point. As Paul proceeds in a spirit of love and 
gentleness, he urges them to use a stick – figuratively anyway – 
by casting out from their midst the man who is living with his 
father’s wife. And he urges them not to associate with the sex-
ually immoral, idolaters, revilers, drunkards, or robbers. He con-
cludes pointedly, “Drive out the wicked person from among 
you” (1 Corinthians 5:13). 

This gradualness thing is complex! On the one hand, our shared 
membership in Christ constantly impels us to receive one anoth-
er as Christ has received us (Romans 15:7), and to be receptive to 
those who are weak  (Romans 14:1, 15:1). Yet there are  also 
moments when we must hold others accountable and impose 
consequences. 

Remember the lessons learned from Gregory the Great regarding 
the evangelization of Kent: some attitudes and practices (idols, 
idolatrous prayers) must be cut off at once; others are to be tol-
erated patiently with a view to full maturity. Discernment is key. 

Paul often draws a distinction. Some Christians are “mature” or 
“spiritual” while others are “immature” or “fleshly.” We need 
patient tolerance for those who are immature or still in the flesh 
– but we also need to keep nourishing and caring for them so 
that they do not stay there! 

What distinguishes a “mature” from an “immature” Christian? 
For Paul, it is simple: the mature Christian has embraced Christ 
Crucified, and is willing to sacrifice himself with Jesus. Paul warns 
strenuously against those who are “enemies of the cross of 
Christ,” whose “minds are set on earthly things” (Phil 3:18-19). 

Sadly, some of the approaches to gradualness by some Church 
leaders today have become the equivalent of avoiding the Cross.  
Yes, patience and gradualness are important, but so is finishing 
the journey, fighting the fight, running the race to the end! We 
are wise to begin with gentleness, sweetness, and patience. But 
in due time, full conversion is the goal. We must never forget 
that. With Paul, may we all truly take on this attitude and help 
others to do same: “This one thing I do: forgetting what lies be-
hind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of the heavenly calling of God in Christ Je-
sus” (Phil 3:13-14). 

Read more at Father’s blog: www.abideinlove.com 

PRO-LIFE WITNESS: Since 1985, a local group of Christians has 
gathered weekly to bear peaceful witness to the dignity of each 
human person. Sadly, every day in our nation 3,000 human per-
sons are killed through abortion. Please consider joining our 
prayer. Stand up for those have no voice to fight for themselves, 
and pray for the building up of a culture of life and a civilization 
of love. Location: frontage road north of Planned Parenthood in 
the Shopko Plaza (East Clairemont Avenue). When: Mondays 
and Fridays 11:30am-12:30pm, Wednesdays 4:00pm-5:00pm 
(rain or shine). For more information contact: Don Anderson 
(715-835-1724), Tony Sykora (715-864-7800) or Sara Hansen 
(715-214-5081).  



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, November 23, 4:00p 

Lector D Wogernese 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, L Frank 
A. Server R Semerad 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, P Connell, 
 C Amorissani, H Talley 
 

Sunday, November 24, 11:00a 
Lector J Graffunder 

Servers Ad Ricciardi, D Ricciardi 
A. Server A Rosener 
S. Server C Thurner 
Ushers F Chukwudelunzu, J Effertz, 
 D Kamrowski, A Ricciardi 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Parish  
Receptionist          715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $7,987.00 
Youth .......................................... $71.85 
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $828.05 
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $8,886.90 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $140.00 
Scrip ....................................... $3,810.00 

Thank you! 

Hispanic Community 

EDGE se reúne este miércoles, 20 de 
noviembre de 6:00-7:15p. ¡Cualquier es-
tudiante de 6to, 7mo u 8vo grado está 
invitado en asistir y traer amigos! 
Misa de Noche Buena  en español será el 
24 de diciembre a las 8p.  

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

Thanksgiving Break ~ November 27-29. 
Our annual Thanksgiving Mass and Feast 
are Tuesday, November 26. Mass begins 
at 10:30a with the Feast following around 
11:30a. Please join us! If you plan to 
attend, fill out the order form sent home 
in your family take home folder. Return 
all order forms with exact payment no 
later than November 19. All guest eating 
must pay for their meals. Thank you! 
St. Mary’s Advent Program will be held 
on Thursday, December 19 at 6:30p. 

Family Faith Formation 

EDGE meets this Wednesday, November 
20 from 6:00-7:15p. Any 6th, 7th or 8th 
grader is invited to attend and bring 
friends! 
RCIA Are you interested in learning more 
about the Catholic Church? Our RCIA 
meets this Thursday, November 21 from 
6:30-8:30p. Join our discussion of the 
Church’s teachings on Sex, Gender and 
Theology of the Body.  

Parish News 

Daily Mass 
There is daily Mass on November 26 at 
10:30a. There will be no daily Mass on 
November 27 or 29. 

Parish Office  
Due to the Holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Novem-
ber 28 and 29, December 24, 25, 31, and 
January 1. Please note that the Diocese of 
La Crosse will be closed all of these dates  
too, and December 26.  

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

Lost and Found Items 

Stop by the Lost and Found 
item box to pick up misplaced 
items. Box is placed across 
from the entrance to our Par-

ish Hall. Please remember to pick up lost 
items by the end of the month. Remain-
ing items will be donated on December 2. 

Magnificat Orders 

Magnificat is a monthly publication de-
signed for daily use to develop your pray-
er life and participate in Mass. Orders are 
being taken in the Narthex and will ex-
tend your current subscription. $35 for 12 
months.  Look for Magnificat order enve-
lopes in the Narthex. 

Poinsettia Memorials 

St. Mary’s will be filled with 
flowers and decorations for 
Christmas! If you would like to 
donate in memory or honor of 

a loved one, please fill out one of the 
donation envelopes located in the Nar-
thex or look for a special envelope in your 
envelope packet. Please return the dona-
tion envelope to the parish office or place 
it in the collection basket by December 
15th. All honored names will be listed in a 
bulletin insert on Sunday, December 
22nd.  

Bishop’s Christmas Intentions 

Bishop Callahan will be collecting your 
prayer intentions throughout this Advent 
season. You can either call 608-352-9565 
or go to diolc.org/pray to submit your 
request. All intentions received will be 
presented and prayed for at his Christmas 
Masses. 

Formed.ORG 

St. Giuseppe Moscati, a doctor of the 
poor. He was called the “Holy Physician 
of Naples” and was a medical doctor and 
layman who came from an aristocratic 
family and devoted his medical career to 
serving the poor. Find out more this week 
in the movie section of Formed.org. 

Knights of Columbus  

St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus 
will hold our monthly meeting 
on Monday, December 2. 
Officers meeting at 6:30p with 

general meeting to begin at 7:00p.  



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Parish News 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert    715-855-1294 , x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, November 23, 6:00p 

Schedule to Come 
 

Sunday, November 24, 8:30a 
Schedule to Come 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,518.00 
Youth Envelopes ........................... $9.90 
Plate .......................................... $409.50 
Capital Campaign ................... $3,241.67 
Building Fund Envelopes ............. $60.00 
Mission ........................................ $10.00 
Holy Day ...................................... $20.00 
Total Envelope and Plate...... $8,269.07 

Family Faith Formation 

10th graders: We have our first candi-
date-sponsor session on Wednesday, 
November 20. Please be sure to have 
your sponsor in attendance!!  

K-8 families: hope to see you at our Ad-
vent Family Activity Day on December 1!  

Communion to Homebound 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 

We welcome Mass intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tions list is now six months out. Every 
Mass will be said, and in the order re-
ceived. 

Hall Rental 

If you would like to rent the Parish Hall 
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie 
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400.  Needed:  a 
signed rental agreement, proof of liability 
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.  
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3 
months in advance.  Rental is available to 
parish members only. 

The Book Of Remembrance 
will be displayed in our Gath-
ering Space for the month of 
November, traditionally the 

month when we pray for the faithfully 
departed. Please feel free to add a page 
with your family and loved ones’ names 
so we can remember them in our prayers. 

Book of Remembrance 

Bishop Callahan will be collecting your 
prayer intentions throughout this Advent 
season. You can either call 608-352-9565 
or go to diolc.org/pray to submit your 
request. All intentions received will be 
presented and prayed for at his Christmas 
Masses. 

Bishop’s Christmas Intentions 

If the roads are bad and travel is hazard-
ous on Saturday or Sunday for Mass, 
members of the Parish should use cau-
tion. Please use your best judgment when 
deciding if it is safe to travel to Mass. If 
schools are cancelled or delayed in the 
Eau Claire School District, then there will 
be no daily Mass. 

Winter Weather Notice 

Poinsettia Memorials 

St. Raymond’s will be filled 
with flowers for Christmas! If 
you would like to have a poin-
settia placed in the Church, in 

memory of a loved one, please fill out 
one of the donation envelopes located in 
the Gathering Space or look for a special 
envelope in your envelope packet. Please 
return the donation envelope to the par-
ish office or place it in the collection bas-
ket by December 15. All honored names 
will be listed in a bulletin insert on Sun-
day, December 22.  

Magnificat Orders 

The Magnificat is a monthly publication 
designed for daily use to develop your 
prayer life and to participate in Mass. 
Look for the Magnificat order envelopes 
in the Gathering Space. The cost is $35 
for 12 months.  Orders will extend your 
current subscription. Orders can be 
dropped in the collection basket or re-
turned to the office. 

Due to the holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Novem-
ber 28 and 29, December 24, 25, 26, 30, 
31, and January 1. Please note that the 
Diocese of La Crosse will be closed all of 
these dates  too.  

Parish Office - Holiday Hours 

If you are looking for a way 
to connect with more wom-
en at St. Raymond’s and 
have been trying to figure 
out what you’re going to do 
opening weekend of deer 

hunting season, we have the perfect 
thing for you!  Join the women of St. Ray-
mond’s Parish at our first Women of Faith 
event, after Mass on Sunday, November 
24. You are invited to a relaxed morning 
of brunch, fellowship, and of course faith! 
Tina Morning, an exceptional local speak-
er, will be coming to share her humorous 
yet thoughtful insights into the im-
portance of faith-sharing among women.   
Please join us!!  

Women of Faith 

There will be no daily Mass on November 
26 and 28. There will be a Thanksgiving 
Mass at 9:00 on Thursday, November 28. 
Adoration and Confessions are cancelled 
on Thursday, November 28. Confirmation 
classes are cancelled on November 27. 

Masses Thanksgiving Week 



New Permanent Missals 


