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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

December 7 through December15 
Sat., Dec. 7 9:00a SM † Janet Papach 
  4:00p SM Priest Intention 
  6:00p  SR †  
Sun., Dec. 8 7:30a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  8:30a  SR † Oliva Pelzel 
  11:00a SM Bob Sires 
Mon., Dec. 9 9:00a SM † Carl Thurner 
  7:00p SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Tue., Dec. 10 8:00a SR † Imogene Marter 
Wed., Dec. 11  8:00a SM † Roderick Campbell 
Thu., Dec. 12 9:00a SR † Kenneth Jaenke 
  10:30a  Mass at Augusta NH 
Fri., Dec. 13 9:00a SM † JoAnn LeMere 
Sat., Dec. 14 4:00p SM † Richard Kremer 
  6:00p SR Patrick Gentry 
Sun., Dec. 15 8:30a SR Ken Falch 
  12:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Gradualness: Lessons from John 
In John’s Gospel, we find numerous en-
counters and dialogues that tell the story 
of a gradual and lifelong conversion in the 
heart of the disciple: Andrew, Nathanael, 
Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman at the 
well, the woman caught in adultery, and of 
course Simon Peter. 

Each encounter is unique, yet there is a 
common pattern. We might called it the 

S.A.L.A.D. method: (1) See, (2) Attune, (3) Love, (4) Awaken, and 
(5) a Difficulty addressed.  

There are also opposite encounters and dialogues – interactions 
that evoke a hardness of heart, diminishing receptivity, and ulti-
mately a rejection of Christ: the disciples who cease following 
Jesus when he urges them to eat his flesh and drink his blood, or 
the Jewish leaders who gradually turn against him, or the intri-
guing Good Friday dialogue with Pontius Pilate. 

(1) See. Jesus sees. He looks attentively at the person in front of 
him. I hope that we have all experienced this kind of seeing. It’s a 
look of love, one that says “I am interested in getting to know 
you.” It’s a look that desires to understand, to accept, and to en-
courage. Yet it is a look free from expectations or demands. We 
just get to be ourselves in the presence of that gaze.  

Think of what that gaze must have been like to the woman at the 
well or the woman caught in adultery. There were many other 
looks that they knew quite well: looks of judgment or condemna-
tion, looks of leering or lust. Jesus begins just by seeing the per-
son in front of him, as one made by God, worth getting to know. 

(2) Attune. Jesus attunes. He looks into the hearts of the individ-
uals in front of him. He learns their stories, their deepest desires 
and needs, their greatest joys and most painful heartaches. 

Unfortunately, not all of the characters in John’s Gospel are inter-
ested in being understood in this way. Some put up defenses. 
Others insist on wearing a mask and pretending. The same is true 
of many of us! 

(3) Love. Jesus loves the person in front of him. This is no super-
ficial or sentimental love. It is a love that sees right through peo-
ple – and loves them anyway. Just one experience of love in this 
way can change one’s whole life. Shame is an oppressive burden. 
Many of us are convinced that if others really got to know us, 
they would want nothing to do with us. The love of Jesus truly 
proclaims Good News in these dark places of the human heart. 

(4) Awaken. Jesus awakens desire in the hearts of his hearers. 
Now that they have experienced understanding and love, they 
once again dare to hope, and the real growth begins. Once desire 
is awakened, it can catch fire quickly. Andrew rushes off to tell 
the Good News to his brother Simon. The woman at the well de-
scribes to anyone who will listen her encounter with this man 
who unlocked the mystery of her entire life. We see the same in 
many today who undergo a profound conversion experience. 

(5) Difficulties Addressed. Finally – and this point is crucial – Je-
sus addresses difficulties. He waits until the right moment, when 
he knows the person is ready. Then he hurls a dart or zinger. 

With the woman at the well, Jesus says, “Go, call your husband, 
and come back.” He first saw her, attuned to her, loved her, and 

awakened her thirst. Then he confronts her. She is ready. She 
confesses the truth: she has no husband.; the man she is with is 
not her husband because she has been married five times.  

There are other examples of darts and zingers, of confronting the 
difficulty head on. Jesus exhorts the woman caught in adultery, 
“Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.” He spars with 
Nicodemus: “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not un-
derstand these things?”. He reminds Pilate that he would have 
no authority whatsoever if it were not granted him from on high. 

With Nathanael it is a bit different. When Jesus “sees” Nathanael, 
he perceives one who is ready right away. Jesus is immediately 
blunt, almost playful: “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is 
no deceit … I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
We never know what Jesus “saw” under the fig tree, but can as-
sume it was something deeply personal and not entirely edifying. 
Yet Jesus affectionately accepts Nathanael for who he is, promis-
ing him much greater things. Nathanael eagerly follows. 

Then there is Simon Peter, the ultimate example of gradual con-
version. The “dart” or zinger comes at the very end of John’s Gos-
pel, when Peter encounters the risen Jesus on the seashore, after 
the catch of 153 fish. First there is the gentle invitation to Peter 
to repent of his threefold denial. He who warmed himself and 
thrice denied his master by a charcoal fire on Holy Thursday is 
now allowed to affirm his love three times by a charcoal fire. 

But there is more. In the original Greek, Jesus asks Peter if he 
loves him with agape – the ultimate gift of self in sacrifice. Peter 
sheepishly responds that he “loves” Jesus with philia – brotherly 
love – and is told to feed Christ’s sheep. Peter has come so far, 
and still has so far to go. Jesus gently but painfully invites him to 
tell the full truth: he truly loves Jesus, but is not yet ready to lay 
his life down for Jesus. One day he will be. He will grow stronger 
in due time, and will truly become the good shepherd who lays 
down his life for the sheep. For now, his love of Jesus is still a 
work in progress, and is enough. Jesus says to him, “Follow me.” 

In John’s Gospel we see the human capacity to go either direc-
tion in an encounter with Jesus. Some allow themselves to be 
seen and understood and loved; they grow in their desire and 
respond. Others resist or retreat. In every case John leaves “the 
rest of the story” untold. We remain free to go in either direc-
tion. One thing is certain: We are either drawing closer or dis-
tancing ourselves. In such encounters with God’s love and truth 
in the flesh, there is no standing still. 

Read more at Father’s blog:   www.abideinlove.com 

Year-End Giving 
Remember the end of the year fast approaches.  We want to thank 
you for your continual financial support of our parish.  If you are look-
ing for a tax break, you may want to consider a tax deductible contri-
bution to the parish.  We are able to accommodate stock donations in 
addition to other donations.  Contact Bonnie Firkus, bfirkusstray-
mond@gmail.com for details. Stock contributions take awhile to pro-
cess. We also need help meeting our Diocesan Annual Appeal 
goal.  Remember once we surpass the goal, 100% of the funds are 
returned to the parish and do not increase our obligations to the Dio-
cese or school. Envelope contributions must be received at the church 
by December 30 so they can be deposited prior to January 1.  The 
Church office will be closed December 31 and January 1. Please help 
by contributing before December 30. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, December14, 4:00p 

Lector J Spalding 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, L Frank 
A. Server M Nuesse 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers A Tiry, C Tiry, 
 W Liedl, M Kloss 
 

Sunday, December 15, 11:00a 
Lector F Chukwudelunzu 

Servers B Smiskey, D Smiskey 
A. Server A Smiskey 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers R Mulllenberg, J Effertz, 
 J Corcoran, T Sykora 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Parish  
Receptionist          715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com   
  
Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   
 
Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com   
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
 
Wedding Coordinator  
Kaylee Peikert       715-855-1294, x 142 
 
St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 

 Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $5,825.00 
Youth .......................................... $48.25 
Offertory (Plate) ....................... $509.27 
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $6,382.52 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $152.00 
Scrip ....................................... $7,995.00 

Thank you! 

Hispanic Community 

Clases de Confirmación se reúne este 
miércoles, 11 de diciembre de 6:30-8:00p 
en St. Mary's. 
¡Las Posadas será el domingo, 15 de dic-
iembre! Nuestra celebración comenzará 
con una Misa bilingue a las 12 mediodía. 
¡Todos estan invitados! Favor de traer  un 
platillo de comida para compartir. ¡Te 
espermos, habrá mucha diversión! 

Parish News 

Parish Office  
Due to the Holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Decem-
ber 24, 25, 31, and January 1. Please note 
that the Diocese of La Crosse will be 
closed all of these dates  too, and Decem-
ber 26.  

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048. 

Family Faith Formation 

Confirmation Class meets this Wednes-
day, December 11 from 6:30-8:00p at St. 
Mary’s . 
Las Posadas! Sunday, December 15. Our 
celebration will begin with a bilingual 
Mass at noon. All are encouraged to 
come!  

Poinsettia Memorials 

St. Mary’s will be filled with 
flowers and decorations for 
Christmas! If you would like to 
donate in memory or honor of 

a loved one, please fill out one of the 
donation envelopes located in the Nar-
thex or look for a special envelope in your 
envelope packet. Please return the dona-
tion envelope to the parish office or place 
it in the collection basket by December 
15th. All honored names will be listed in a 
bulletin insert on Sunday, December 
22nd.  

Formed.ORG 

This Thursday, December 12, we cele-
brate the miraculous  apparition of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe to San Juan Diego. 
Join us in watching Guadalupe: The Mira-
cle and the Message on formed.org. This 
riveting film, narrated by Jim Caviezel, 
explores both the inexplicable mysteries 
behind the image, and the continued 
relevance of the Guadalupe apparition to 
the modern world.  

Retirement Fund for Religious  

Please join us in thanking the thousands 
of senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests who worked tire-
lessly to educate the young and serve 
those in need. Envelopes were in last 
week’s bulletin. This helps hundreds of 
religious communities care for aging 
members. Please be generous. 

Bishop Callahan will be collecting 
your prayer intentions throughout 
this Advent season. You can either 

call 608-352-9565 or go to diolc.org/
pray to submit your request. All inten-
tions received will be presented and 
prayed for at his Christmas Masses. 

Bishop’s Christmas Intentions 

GIVEN ~ Retreat for Couples  

Given is a short, powerful retreat for cou-
ples who are married, dating, or engaged. 
It is an opportunity to share, learn and 
celebrate marriage with other couples 
through engaging talks, music, adoration, 
prayer and reconciliation. This half-day 
retreat will be offered: January 18 in La 
Crosse and February 8 in Rothschild. For 
more information go to  https://diolc.org/
marriage/marriage-enrichment/. 

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

Thank you to everyone who contributed 
for Casual for Christ. We collected $701 
for the St. Francis Food Pantry! That’s 
amazing!! 
St. Mary’s Advent Program will be held 
on Thursday, December 19 at 6:30p.  
School Closings and Delays ~ During in-
clement weather, Regis Catholic Schools 
follow the Eau Claire  Area School District 
in terms of two-hour delays and school 
closings. Therefore, if there is a two-hour 
delay, our school day will began at 10:30a  
with doors opening at 10:15a.  



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, December 14, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
J Sauter, K Pfaff 

Servers B Lesniewski 
Ushers M Rockow, J Jaenke 
 

Sunday, December 15, 8:30a 
Lector P Uhlig 

 L Hinrich, M Callaghan, 
  C Kostka 
Servers P & C Callaghan, A Burmesch 
Ushers P & J Quirk, 
  B Grzyb, B Gruba 
Greeters P Gentry, L, C & A Olson 
Counters P Gentry, S & P Barth 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert     715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $2,192.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................ $3.70 
Plate ............................................. $80.00 
Capital Campaign .................... $2,150.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$4,425.70 

Family Faith Formation 
Family Activity Day has been moved to 
next Sunday, December 15 after Mass. 
We will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of 
Loreto by making gingerbread houses. 
Other activities will be provided for kids 
who don't want to make one.  We look 
forward to seeing you then!   

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Time Change 
On Thursday, December 12 the morning 
Mass will be at 9:00a. Regis Catholic 
Schools will hold a retreat here that day. 
All are welcome to attend the Mass with 
the school children. 

Advent/Christmas Table 
Items to enrich your Advent and prepare 
for Christmas are conveniently located on 
a table in the middle of the Gathering 
Space. Please check it out to find prayer 
books, deanery Confession and Christmas 
Mass times, flower memorials, advent 
candles and more! 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will 
have its next meeting on Mon-
day, December 9 at 5:45p in-
stead of the regular time be-

cause of the Holy Day Mass at 7:00p. You 
are welcome to join us at 5:15p to say the 
rosary. Also, the Knights will be offering 
rosettes for sale the next two weekends 
after both Masses. 

Poinsettia Memorials 

St. Raymond’s will be filled 
with flowers for Christmas! If 
you would like to have a poin-
settia placed in the Church, in 

memory of a loved one, please fill out 
one of the donation envelopes located in 
the Gathering Space or look for a special 
envelope in your envelope packet. Please 
return the donation envelope to the par-
ish office or place it in the collection bas-
ket by December 15. All honored names 
will be listed in a bulletin insert on Sun-
day, December 22.  

Due to the holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Decem-
ber 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 31, and January 1. 
Please note that the Diocese of La Crosse 
will be closed all of these dates  too.  

Parish Office - Holiday Hours 

If the roads are bad and travel is hazard-
ous on Saturday or Sunday for Mass, 
members of the Parish should use cau-
tion. Please use your best judgment when 
deciding if it is safe to travel to Mass. If 
schools are cancelled or delayed in the 
Eau Claire School District, then there will 
be no daily Mass. 

Winter Weather Notice 

December Anniversary Blessings 

If you will be celebrating your 
Wedding Anniversary in De-
cember please sign up in the 

gathering space for a special blessing 
after the Masses on December 14 and 15. 

Food Baskets 

This Advent we will be collecting food for 
St. Francis Food Pantry in  Eau Claire. 
Make it a family project! You can have 
your kids raise money to purchase the 
food and have them help you pick it out 
at the grocery store. Then bring your 
nonperishable food items to Church the 
four weekends of Advent. Baskets will be 
available for collecting the food in the 
gathering space. Thank you! 

Adults ...................................... $3,108.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................ $4.50 
Plate ........................................... $357.55 
Capital Campaign .................... $4,335.00 
Holy Day ....................................... $10.00 
Flowers ...................................... $145.00 
Military ...................................... $100.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$8,060.05 

Please join us in thanking the 
thousands of senior Catholic 
sisters, brothers, and religious 
order priests who worked tire-

lessly to educate the young and serve 
those in need. Envelopes are in this 
week’s bulletin. This helps hundreds of 
religious communities care for aging 
members. Please be generous. 

Retirement Fund for Religious 



St. Mary and St. Raymond Parish Council Election Results 

Scott Alexander 

Taryn Alexander 

Toni Buck 

Colleen Campbell 

Matt Chilson 

Angel Ocelotl 

Aaron Schuh 

Tony Sykora 

Jacqueline VanHemert 

Jerry Campbell 

Jamie Ceranski 

Sandra DeLeon 

Tom Falbo 

Pat Gentry 

Lisa Olson 

Marjorie Messerschmidt 

Pat Quirk 

John Vetterkind 


