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Pastor 
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Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

December 14 through December 22 
Sat., Dec. 14 4:00p SM † Richard Kremer 
  6:00p  SR Patrick Gentry 
Sun., Dec. 15 8:30a  SR Ken Falch 
  12:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Dec. 16 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Dec. 17 8:00a SR † Richard Puglisi 
Wed., Dec. 18  8:00a SM † Leo & Irene Schuh 
Thu., Dec. 19 8:00a SR † Arthur Nix 
  11:00a  Mass at Oakwood Villa 
  4:00p  Mass at Grace Edgewook 
Fri., Dec. 20 9:00a SM Ana Nunez 
Sat., Dec. 21 4:00p SM † Virginia Polenz 
  6:00p SR Priest Intention 
Sun., Dec. 22 8:30a SR † Albert Kamrowski Family 
  11:00a SM † Bonnie Frueh 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Gradualness: Conclusion 
It saddens me that there are some Catho-
lic bishops who are appealing to 
“gradualness” and “accompaniment” in a 
confusing way, as a means of pushing their 
own agenda. They prefer to avoid difficult 
conversations about what is objectively 
true or good, particularly in areas such as 
marriage or sexuality or gender. 

While I wholeheartedly agree that it is 
often unwise to broach such topics in the first or second (or even 
tenth) conversation, it is unjust and unloving to avoid them in-
definitely. Christian life is all about conversion. Conversion is all 
about an ever-increasing surrender to the truth and goodness 
and beauty of God. If we hold back parts of our life in that pro-
cess, our conversion will falter or fail. 

Remember the example of Jesus in John’s Gospel. He always be-
gins with encounter and dialogue. He first sees the people in 
front of him. He gazes upon them with understanding, empathy, 
and love. He awakens holy desires in their heart. And then he 
challenges them with the deeper truth. 

The story of the Samaritan woman at the well is a marvelous ex-
ample. She feels truly noticed, understood, cared for, wanted, 
accepted, and loved in a way she has perhaps never felt before. 
As her heart awakens to love, she begins to ache with a deep and 
intense spiritual thirst. Jesus is accompanying her step-by-step 
through this awakening and growth. Then, when she shows a 
strong readiness to follow him, he broaches the difficult subject: 
“Go, call your husband, and come back” (John 4:16). She admits 
the truth. The man she is with is not her husband, for she has had 
five husbands. 

Had Jesus started the conversation there, the woman would like-
ly have felt judged and shamed. She would have entrenched her-
self even more deeply in her misery, loneliness, and self-
protection. But Jesus did not begin there. He began with seeing 
and loving the person in front of him. Indeed, it was precisely 
because he loved her so much that he also chose to discuss the 
difficult questions with her – when she was ready. 

The apostle Paul, too, understood the fullness of conversion that 
must take place. His whole life was one relentless desire to be-
long freely and wholeheartedly to Christ. If anything was ever 
standing in the way, he desired to be rid of it. How could he truly 
claim to love Jesus otherwise? To love someone is to grow ever 
more intimate in the relationship, willing to overcome barriers 
and obstacles. 

In Philippians 3, Paul warns against those who are “enemies of 
the Cross of Christ.” They do not want self-denial or suffering. 
But the Cross is an invitation to pour out our love in free and 
wholehearted sacrifice.  

I truthfully admit that I fear the Cross, that I struggle to trust God 
and surrender, and that I avoid dying to self on a daily basis. But 
when I search the depths of my heart, I also see that it is my 
deepest desire to lay down my life for others! It is my true calling 
and my true destiny.  I have come to learn that I cannot short-
change the receiving of love from God and others. If I do not 
learn to be vulnerable and dependent and receptive, I will never  

be capable of sacrificing freely and fully. 

God made us to love and be loved. Receiving love means trusting, 
lowering our defenses, becoming vulnerable, and learning to 
depend upon God and others. Giving love means sacrifice and 
(yes) the Cross. Every single disciple of Jesus is called, ultimately, 
to learn how to love and be loved in this way. 

The enemies of the Cross of Christ want a Christianity that does 
not ask for heroic love. There is no such thing. We are all called, 
to borrow the image of Gregory the Great, to climb to the top of 
God’s mountain. It is a rugged and relentless climb, attained only 
by patience and gradualness. Although we all need to rest and 
relax, it is utterly unhelpful to settle on a permanent plateau and 
deny the need to climb any further. If we have sin in our life, we 
will ultimately need to repent of it. To refuse to repent is to re-
fuse to love. 

We in affluent nations are especially susceptible to avoidance of 
the Cross. We are often unaware of just how anesthetized we 
have become. We falsely believe that we are entitled to so many 
comforts and delights (luxuries which billions of others in the 
human race do not enjoy and never will enjoy). We live with the 
illusion that we shouldn’t have to suffer. We forget the fall, and 
the wages of sin, justly deserved. Jesus has paid our ransom and 
offers us a healing path, but not one that avoids the Way of the 
Cross. As Paul explains to the Philippians, those who are 
“mature” understand these things. “Mature” (teleoi) means that 
one is focused on the telos (the “goal” or the “summit”). No per-
manent plateaus. Further up and Further in. 

It is a grave error to try to separate love and truth. Some focus so 
much on the truth that they forget to love the person in front of 
them unconditionally. Others, in the name of love, are willing to 
ignore or abandon the truth. In the words of Paul, “Love rejoices 
in the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). 

Gradualness is so important – NOT as a means of avoiding diffi-
cult truths, but as a means of training us, one step at a time, to 
embrace the truth in all its fullness. 

Diocese of La Crosse  
Guidelines for Reporting Instances of Child Abuse  

The Diocese of La Crosse, through its policies and procedures, seeks to 
provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate response to report-
ers of sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (bishop, priest, 
deacon, employee, religious, vendor or volunteer). Anyone wishing to 
make a report of an allegation of sexual abuse should send that report 
to Mrs. Karen Becker, Complaint Intake Agent, at the Diocese of La 
Crosse, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602-4004. Alternatively, you can 
contact Mrs. Becker at 608.791.0179 or intakeagent@diolc.org. The 
reporting form is available through the Diocese of La Crosse Office of 
Safe Environment or on the diocesan website at: diolc.org/safe-
environment/reporting. Individuals are also encouraged to take their 
reports directly to civil authorities. Copies of the diocesan policy are 
available through your local parish and on the diocesan website. If you 
have any questions about the Diocese of La Crosse and the implemen-
tation of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, 
please contact Teresa Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at 608.791.2679; 
or tbrown@diolc.org. 

http://www.diolc.org/files/safe-environment/PoliciesandProcedures.pdf
mailto:intakeagent@diolc.org
https://www.diolc.org/safe-environment/reporting
https://www.diolc.org/safe-environment/reporting
http://www.diolc.org/files/safe-environment/PoliciesandProcedures.pdf
mailto:tbrown@diolc.org


Saint Mary’s Parish 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $9,784.00 
Youth ........................................... $23.75 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $757.97 
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $10,565.72 
 

Capital Campaign  ................... $1,388.00 
Scrip ........................................ $4,820.00 

Thank you! 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, December 14, 4:00p 

Lector J Spalding 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, L Frank 
A. Server M Nuesse 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers A Tiry, C Tiry, 
 W Liedl, M Kloss 
 

Sunday, December 15, 11:00a 
Lector F Chukwudelunzu 

Servers B Smiskey, D Smiskey 
A. Server A Smiskey 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers R Mulllenberg, J Effertz, 
 J Corcoran, T Sykora 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

Parish Office  
Due to the Holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Decem-
ber 24, 25, 31, and January 1. Please note 
that the Diocese of La Crosse will be 
closed all of these dates  too, and Decem-
ber 26.  

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

Parish News Family Faith Formation 

EDGE meets this Wednesday, December 
18 from 6:00-7:15p. Any 6th, 7th, or 8th 
grader is invited to attend and bring  
friends. Please note a parent or designat-
ed adult must come inside the Church to 
pick up each middle scholar at the end of 
the night.  
RCIA Are you interested in learning more 
about Catholic teaching? Our RCIA meets 
this Thursday, December 19th from 6:30-
8:30p. We will discuss the Mass and the 
Eucharist.   

Hispanic Community 

¡Las Posadas! Este domingo, 15 de dic-
iembre, nuestra celebración comenzará 
con Misa bilingue a las 12 de mediodía. 
¡Todos estan invitados! Favor de traer un 
platillo de comida para compartir.  
EDGE se reúne este miércoles 18 de dic-
iembre de 6:00-7:15p. Cualquier estu-
diante de 6to, 7mo u 8vo grado es invita-
do en asistir y traer amigos. Tenga en 
cuenta que un padre o adulto designado 
debe entrar en la Iglesia para recoger a 
cada estudiante al final de la noche.  
¡El Señor te está llamando! Todo lo que 
necesitas es un gran corazón y el deseo 
de ayudar a aquellos que tienen la nece-
sidad de aprender más acerca de nuestro 
salvador. Si usted tiene estas cualidades y 
la voluntad de decir Sí, entonces póngase 
en contacto con Jessica en nuestra oficina 
parroquial, con mucho gusto le ofrecera 
orientación sobre como pudes ayudar en 
esta area.  

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Parish  
Receptionist          715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com  
   

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com    

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
 

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
 

Wedding Coordinator  
Kaylee Peikert       715-855-1294, x 142 
 

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
 Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

St. Mary Elementary School 

Our December Casual for Christ will be on 
Tuesday, December 17 as a thank you for 
the generosity shown during our Advent 
Projects. The students have also donated 
their time by making prayer poinsettias 
for area nursing homes. 
The St. Mary’s Advent Program will be 
on Thursday, December 19 at 6:30p.   
All School Caroling will take place on 
December 20 at 3:00p in the Parish Hall. 
Parents are invited to attend.  
Movie Screening ~ As her National Hon-
or Society Project, Regis High School stu-
dent, Ida Fugoso, is hosting a movie 
screening of The Little Mermaid on Sun-
day, December 15 at 2:00p in the Regis 
High School auditorium. Admission is $5/ 
person. All money raised will be donated 
to Casa Hogar Juan Pablo II. 

Poinsettia Memorials 

St. Mary’s will be filled with 
flowers and decorations for 
Christmas! If you would like to 
donate in memory or honor of 

a loved one, please fill out one of the 
donation envelopes located in the Nar-
thex or look for a special envelope in your 
envelope packet. Please return the dona-
tion envelope to the parish office or place 
it in the collection basket by December 
15th. All honored names will be listed in a 
bulletin insert on Sunday, December 
22nd.  

Bishop Callahan will be collecting 
your prayer intentions throughout 
this Advent season. You can either 

call 608-352-9565 or go to diolc.org/
pray to submit your request. All inten-
tions received will be presented and 
prayed for at his Christmas Masses. 

Bishop’s Christmas Intentions 

Hat Sale ( Regis Faith Council) 

The Regis Faith Council is hosting a hat 
sale fundraiser! These hats would be 
great for anyone, but especially those 
who are volunteering during the Catholic 
Schools Week meal packaging service 
project. Orders  must be placed by the 
end of the day on Tuesday, December 17. 
They will be ready to pick up on January 
6. Go to  regiscatholicschools.com and 
order your hat today.  



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, December 21, 6:00p 

Lector B Lesniewski 
B Sorge, M Miller 

Servers E Frank 
Ushers B & D Sorge 
 

Sunday, December 22, 8:30a 
Lector T Hoff 

 J Bowers, J Zwiefelhofer, 
  N Falbo 
Servers T Falbo, J & M Hoff 
Ushers J Quirk, B Severinski, 
  J & C Rollins 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
Counters S & P Barth, M Burmesch 

Parish News 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $4,598.00 
Youth Envelopes .......................... $11.00 
Plate ........................................... $345.50 
Capital Campaign .................... $1,810.00 
Poinsettia Memorials ................. $125.00 
Holy Day ..................................... $140.00 
Christmas ................................... $330.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$7,359.50 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert     715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation 
Confirmation students:  Wednesday, 
December 18 is our last class before 
Christmas.  We will resume on January 8 
with class. Praying for a blessed rest of 
Advent for our students and families!   

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Incense at Masses 
Please note that we will have incense at 
both of the Christmas Eve Masses and at 
the Christmas Day Mass. 

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass Intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tions list is now six months out. Every 
Mass will be said, and in the order re-
ceived. 

Parish Office - Holiday Hours 
Due to the holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Decem-
ber 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 31, and January 1. 
Please note that the Diocese of La Crosse 
will be closed all of these dates  too.  

Poinsettia Memorials 

St. Raymond’s will be filled 
with flowers for Christmas! If 
you would like to have a poin-
settia placed in the Church, in 

memory of a loved one, please fill out 
one of the donation envelopes located in 
the Gathering Space or look for a special 
envelope in your envelope packet. Please 
return the donation envelope to the par-
ish office or place it in the collection bas-
ket by December 15. All honored names 
will be listed in a bulletin insert on Sun-
day, December 22.  

Food Baskets 

This Advent we will be collecting food for 
St. Francis Food Pantry in  Eau Claire. 
Make it a family project! You can have 
your kids raise money to purchase the 
food and have them help you pick it out 
at the grocery store. Then bring your 
nonperishable food items to Church the 
four weekends of Advent. Baskets will be 
available for collecting the food in the 
gathering space. Thank you! 

If the roads are bad and travel is hazard-
ous on Saturday or Sunday for Mass, 
members of the Parish should use cau-
tion. Please use your best judgment when 
deciding if it is safe to travel to Mass. If 
schools are cancelled or delayed in the 
Eau Claire School District, then there will 
be no daily Mass. 

Winter Weather Notice 

We still need some help in 
meeting our Diocesan Annual 
Appeal goal. We are two-thirds 
of the way there and are only 
$14,000 away from reaching the 
goal. Any amount pledged and 

collected beyond our goal comes back 
100% to our parish. Please consider in-
cluding St. Raymond’s Diocesan Annual 
Appeal in your yearly giving.   

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

Please plan to stay after the 
Mass on Sunday, December 22 
and help to decorate the Church 
for Christmas! All are welcome! 

Decorating For Christmas 

New this year to St. Raymond’s is the way 
that you will receive your weekly giving 
envelopes. Around December 24 you will 
receive in the mail a packet of your Janu-
ary and February envelopes. Then every 
two months after that your will receive  
the next two months of envelopes. 

Donation Envelopes for 2020 

March for Life! Chicago, Jan. 11, 2020- 
Pro-Life Wisconsin is sponsoring buses 
from Wausau, Plover, Onalaska and 
Tomah. www.diolc.org/respect-life for 
more information. Washington, D.C., Jan. 
22-26, 2020-Major diocesan pilgrimage 
for youth and adults. Visit www.diolc.org/
yya/march-4-life-2020/ for information 
and online registration. 
Advent Prayer Requests: Bishop Calla-
han will be collecting your prayer inten-
tions throughout this Advent season. You 
can either call 608-352-9565 or go 
to diolc.org/pray to submit your request.  

From the Diocese 



Advent - Searching Out Jesus 

A couple weeks ago, I heard something that I have thought 
about every day since I heard it.  I was at my parents’ house 

just outside of Milwaukee, and out 
walking our puppy. I missed our 
Women’s Bible Study since I was out 
of town, so I listened to the video that 
I missed while I walked.  It was the 
first part of our Advent study on 
Formed. The presenter, Bob, talked 
about a time he went to Italy. A Fran-
ciscan friar invited him to look at their 
friary’s Nativity scene. It was unlike 

anything he had ever seen before. In 
his eyes it was busy, bordering on 

gaudy.  Shopkeepers, candle makers, innkeepers, people 
cleaning clothes, people making food, animals and many 
other statues filled an entire wall in the room. Curiously, 
Mary, Jesus, and Joseph were far off to the side, almost hid-
den amidst the busy-ness of the Nativity scene. When the 
friar asked Bob what he thought of the scene, he answered 
honestly, “well, it’s busy.”  The friar went on to explain that 
it is like that on purpose. This Nativity scene, called a 
Precipio, is very common in Italy.  It depicts a real-life scene 
of what that day was like over 2000 years ago in Bethlehem 
when Jesus was born.  The world didn’t stop, as you would 
expect, when the King of Kings arrived. Innkeepers kept 
welcoming guests (well, some anyway), women kept caring 
for their children, shepherds kept herding their sheep, and 
bakers kept making their bread.  The friar went on to ex-
plain that in many precipios you really have to look to find 
Mary, Jesus, and Joseph.  They may not be visible at all until 
you look behind some of the townspeople.  

And so it is with us today. We have to look past the busy-
ness of our lives to search out Jesus.   The friar explained to 
Bob that things aren’t so different now than they were 
when Jesus was born. People were busy then, going about 
their daily lives, just as we are today.  The point is, we have 
to take time to welcome Him into our day.    

How are you searching out Jesus this Advent?  Are you 
reading the daily readings? Using a daily devotional? Offer-
ing a Rosary for a special intention? Making a daily list of 
things for which to be thankful? Making time to just sit and 
be quiet?  These are all great ways to help you focus your 
day on Christ and His impending arrival. I love hearing sto-
ries from people who have started welcoming Jesus into 
their day and the graces that come from it: gratefulness, 
forgiveness, and joy to name a few.   

We are not so different from the candle makers, shepherds, 
and bakers of so long ago.  We just have a different list of 
things that occupy our time. This is the time to take a step 
back from the carpools, cookie baking, work, school, card-
sending, meetings, and the million other things that fill our 
day to look for that baby who came so long ago to save us 
from sin and death and to be ever 
so grateful.  

Marianne Callaghan is the  
Director of Religious Education 

at St. Raymond’s 

Dottie -  
Marianne’s puppy 

 

Precipio - A Nativity 
Scene that is very 
common in Italy 


