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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

December 21 through December 29 
Sat., Dec. 21 4:00p SM † Virginia Polenz 
  6:00p  SR Priest Intention 
Sun., Dec. 22 8:30a  SR † Albert Kamrowski Family 
  11:00a SM † Bonnie Frueh 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., Dec. 23 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Dec . 24 4:00p SM † Angela Mroczenski 
  5:00p SR † Barbara Puglisi 
  8:00p SM † Janet Papach 
  10:00p SR SM & SR Parishioners 
Wed., Dec. 25  8:30a SR † Agnes Trybula 
  11:00a SM † Dominka & Mietek Potemski 
Thu., Dec. 26 ——— No Mass ——— 
Fri., Dec. 27 ——— No Mass ——— 

Sat., Dec. 28 4:00p SM † Arthur Bohl 
  6:00p SR † Teresa Thorson 
Sun., Dec. 29 8:30a SR † Audree Ayers 
  11:00a SM † Lee Torres 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 
The Need for Accompaniment 
Accompaniment is perhaps the single 
greatest need in the Church today. With it, 
amazing growth and renewal happens. 
Without it, Christendom crumbles and 
collapses before our eyes. 
To be accompanied means that someone 
commits to us in a relationship that shows 
us love and compassion in our need. To be 
accompanied involves one or more of the 

following: to be seen, noticed, heard, understood, loved, delight-
ed in, celebrated, encouraged, included, affirmed, cared for, 
walked with, nurtured, fed, sheltered, protected, defended, 
touched in a meaningful way, comforted, calmed, soothed, 
taught, guided, counseled, or corrected. When I am accompa-
nied, I experience at a profound level that I matter, that I am not 
alone, that I am known and loved, that I am safe and secure, that 
I belong to a  reality  larger  than myself, and that all will be well. 
I feel free to be truly myself, without having to pretend or put on 
a mask. I then become open to all that is true and good and 
beautiful. 
We are familiar with figures in life who provide this kind of ac-
companiment: mothers, fathers, spouses, friends, nurses, teach-
ers, coaches, mentors, counselors, and clergy. Or, perhaps we 
should say that these people can provide these things. Some-
times they do the opposite by using or abusing, controlling or 
manipulating, neglecting or ignoring. 
We live in an age very much like the time of the early Church, an 
age in which the greatness of the Roman empire was fading fast, 
an age in which marriage and family life had broken down. Jesus 
urges his disciples to look around them and notice that the fields 
in the world are ripe for the harvest (John 4:35). They have just 
stumbled upon his conversation with the Samaritan woman at 
the well. It turns out that the world is full of people like her, peo-
ple with a deep hunger and thirst, people with a need to be ac-
companied. Jesus notices her, sees her, understands her, cares 
for her, awakens her thirst, and invites her to embrace the truth. 
The disciples arrive and ask Jesus about lunch. He explains to 
them that his food is in doing his Father’s will. He depends upon 
his Father. He needs to be accompanied by his Father. 
This is the first and most important lesson: we all need to be ac-
companied. This is not simply a need we have as children; it is a 
human need by God’s design. We are made in his image and like-
ness. God is love. He is not a solitary God. He is an eternal com-
munion of persons. The call from God is to share in his eternal 
life, in that eternal communion of love – a far cry from isolation 
and independence. Certainly, good parents help us to become 
strong and free and responsible – but hopefully still in a way that 
knows how to depend upon God and depend upon others. Love 
of God and love of neighbor are the two great commandments. 
Love is mutual, NOT one-sided. If we are not receiving love in a 
vulnerable way, we have not yet learned how to love. 
We begin life utterly vulnerable and dependent,  looking to our 
primary caregivers, not only for food and clothing and shelter, 
but for all the other emotional and spiritual needs mentioned 
above. In God’s plan, these caregivers are a mother and father 
blessed and united by God in a stable and lifelong covenant of 
marriage. These days, it is exceptional indeed to find an environ-

ment in which mom and dad are intimate friends of God and se-
cure in their covenantal love for each other. Often today there is 
no such covenant, or it is a well-maintained façade, masking mis-
ery and dysfunction as we pretend to have it all together.  No 
wonder there is such a gaping need for accompaniment! 
Here in the United States, there are a couple of added challeng-
es. First, there is the false sense of “independence” – which easi-
ly becomes an ungodly self-reliance. Secondly, there are many in 
my generation who became “latchkey children” or “lost chil-
dren.” Parenting books, from Spock to Ferber, positively encour-
aged moms and dads to raise “independent” children, to leave 
even babies alone in their sadness and fear so that they could 
learn how to “self-soothe” (as if this is something anyone can 
teach himself!). In other cases, circumstances forced children to 
be on their own, whether due to divorce or due to dual-paycheck 
households. When not consistently accompanied through child-
hood, children certainly learn to be independent – but not neces-
sarily capable of receiving and giving love in a joyful and healthy 
way.  Many of us graduated to becoming lonely and isolated, 
uncertain how to form healthy relationships.  
Genuine accompaniment is all about aiding someone, step-by-
step, to become truly strong and free, capable of receiving and 
giving in authentic human love. Genuine accompaniment fully 
respects freedom, nurtures growth, and invites to greater re-
sponsibility. Most of us tend to one of two extremes. Either we 
meddle and micro-manage, or we stay aloof and inconsistent. 
Genuine accompaniment is a rare art these days. I find that those 
who are best at it are those who themselves let themselves re-
ceive it. Think of Jesus, who received accompaniment for the first 
30 years of his life – and even then was regularly pulling aside 
from the crowds to reconnect with his Father in prayer. Jesus 
never ran from being vulnerable and dependent. 
Most of us avoid being vulnerable and do not like to admit that 
we “need” at a such a deep human level. Receiving is perhaps the 
hardest human thing to do. If we do not learn to, we wind up 
grasping or seizing, using or taking, controlling or manipulating.  
Until each of us learns how to receive the accompaniment we 
need, we won’t know how to give it. Our members will keep 
drifting elsewhere in their ache for accompaniment. We lament 
that our young families are turning instead to athletics, or to yo-
ga, or to social media. Don’t they know what they are missing by 
leaving the Church? True, none of those other things will fill the 
void they are experiencing. They are turning there because they 
find some version of accompaniment. When will we allow our-
selves to learn and to begin turning our parishes into places 
where authentic Christian accompaniment happens – starting 
with ourselves? I know that if and when we do, the growth will 
be every bit as explosive as it was in the early Church. The fields 
are indeed ripe for the harvest. 
Read more at Father’s blog: www.abideinlove.com 

Year-End Giving 
Remember the end of the year fast approaches.  We want to thank 
you for your continual financial support of our parish.  If you are look-
ing for a tax break, you may want to consider a tax deductible contri-
bution to the parish.  We are able to accommodate stock donations in 
addition to other donations.  Contact Bonnie Firkus, bfirkusstray-
mond@gmail.com for details. Stock contributions take awhile to pro-
cess.  Envelope contributions must be received at the church by De-
cember 30 so they can be deposited prior to January 1.   



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, December 28, 4:00p 

Lector M Hanson 

Servers R Semerad, LZ Niedzwiecki 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve D Wogernese 
Ushers A Tiry, C Tiry, 
 W Liedl, J Blackmon 
 

Sunday, December 29, 11:00a 
Lector J Nyberg 

Servers C Chilson, T Chilson 
A. Server  
S. Server  
Ushers M Chilson, D Hawker, 
 D Kamrowski, R Mullenberg 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

Family Faith Formation 

As we prepare our hearts for the coming 
of the Christ child, please note there are 
no classes held this week. All formation 
classes will resume in January. We hope 
you have a beautiful  and joyous Christ-
mas! 

Hispanic Community 

Mientras estemos preparando nuestros 
corazónes para la venida del niño Cristo, 
tenga en cuenta que esta semana no  
habran clases. Todas las clases de for-
mación de la Fe familiar se reanudarán en 
enero. ¡Esperamos que tengas una her-
mosa y alegre Navidad! 
¡El Señor te está llamando! Todo lo que 
necesitas es un gran corazón y el deseo 
de ayudar a aquellos que tienen la nece-
sidad de aprender más acerca de nuestro 
salvador. Si usted tiene estas cualidades y 
la voluntad de decir Sí, entonces póngase 
en contacto con Jessica en nuestra oficina 
parroquial, con mucho gusto le ofrecera 
orientación sobre como pudes ayudar en 
esta area.  

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $7,520.00 
Youth ........................................... $50.29 
Offertory (Plate) ......................... $548.42 
Total Envelope & Plate .......... $8,118.71 
 

Capital Campaign  ................... $1,070.00 
Scrip ........................................ $5,050.00 

Thank you! 

Parish News 

Parish Office  
Due to the Holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Decem-
ber 24, 25, 29, 31, and January 1. Please 
note that the Diocese of La Crosse will be 
closed all of these dates  too, and Decem-
ber 26.  

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

Grow in Faith as a Married Couple  

Grow in Faith Together as a Married 
Couple ~ Experience a more joy-filled 
marriage. Take part in the Domestic 
Church retreat at St. Anthony’s Spirituali-
ty Center on March 26-29. Couples 
attending the retreat will experience a 
renewed love as spouses and find them-
selves united together in Christ. Register 
today at: diolc.org/marriage-enrichment. 
For more information, call 608-791-2673. 

St. Mary Elementary School 

It’s jump roping time! Jump ropes will be 
sold for $1 on Wednesday mornings dur-
ing walking club (8:15-8:30a) until Janu-
ary 17. Those that qualify in first grade 
through fifth grade will compete during 
the school wide Jump Rope Contest on 
Wednesday, January 15 at 2:00p in the 
Parish Hall. Please join us if you are able 
to attend. If your child qualifies for the 
Bloomer Championship, it will be on Sat-
urday, January 25, 2020. More details will 
be available after Christmas break. 
School Closings and Delays ~ During in-
clement weather, Regis Catholic Schools 
follow the Eau Claire Area School District 
in terms of two-hour delays and school 
closings. Therefore, if there is a two hour 
delay, our school day will begin at 10:30a 
with doors opening at 10:15a. Watch 
your email and our Regis Catholic Schools 
Facebook and Twitter pages for delay and 
closing announcements. The local TV and 
radio stations will also share information 
on school delays and closings.  

Formed.ORG 

This weekend as we conclude the Season 
of Advent and celebrate Christmas we 
offered one final mediation on what it 
means to wait in the talk, Come Lord Je-
sus: Meditations on the Art of Waiting by  
Mary Francis. These meditations focus 
our attention on the coming of Jesus in 
our lives. There is a double movement to 
this coming: Both our active preparation 
to be ready  for Him and our patient 
waiting for the Lord to arrive in His own 
good time.  

Las Posadas/The Inns 

Es un momento de gran gozo cuando 
todos los miembros de nuestra comuni-
dad pueden unirse para celebrar a Jesús. 
¡Gracias! A todos los que donaron artícu-
los, alimentos u ofrecieron su tiempo 
como voluntarios de alguna manera u 
otra. ¡Hiciste de este evento un éxito! 
It is time of great joy when all members 
of our community can join together in 
celebrating Jesus. Thank you! To all who 
donated items, food, and volunteered 
their time in one way or another. You 
made this event a success! 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Wedding Coordinator  
  Kaylee Peikert          715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com         
St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Tuesday, December 24, 5:00p* 

Lector Youth Lector 
 

Servers T & E Falbo, E & J Wright 
Ushers A Christ, B Grzyb, J Jaenke 
Greeters T & S Mayer 
 

Tuesday, December 24, 10:00p* 

Lector T Fischer 
 

Servers B Lesniewski, T Falbo, 
  B Quirk, A Melrose 
Ushers J Lesniewski, M Quirk 
 

 
Lector R Schmitt 

 C Rollins, J Zwiefelhofer,
  B Sorge 
Servers J Campbell, E, I & J Frank 
Ushers M Rockow, K Roberts, 
  B & D Sorge 
Greeters K & C King 
Counters D LeMere, E & D Walker 
* Incense at this Mass 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager 
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert     715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Mass Changes - Christmas Week 
There will be NO daily Mass at 8:00a 
Tuesday December 24 or on Thursday, 
December 26. There will be confessions 
Thursday, December 26, 7:00-9:00p. 
Christmas Eve Masses will be at 5:00p 
and 10:00p. Christmas Day Mass at 8:30a. 

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass Intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tions list is now six months out. Every 
Mass will be said, and in the order re-
ceived. 

Parish Office - Holiday Hours 
Due to the holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Decem-
ber 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 31, and January 1. 
Please note that the Diocese of La Crosse 
will be closed all of these dates  too.  

We still need some help in 
meeting our Diocesan Annual 
Appeal goal. We are two-thirds 
of the way there and are only 
$14,000 away from reaching the 
goal. Any amount pledged and 

collected beyond our goal comes back 
100% to our parish. Please consider in-
cluding St. Raymond’s Diocesan Annual 
Appeal in your yearly giving.   

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

Please plan to stay after the 
Mass on Sunday, December 22 
and help to decorate the Church 
for Christmas! All are welcome! 

Decorating For Christmas 

Food Baskets 

This Advent we will be collecting food for 
St. Francis Food Pantry in  Eau Claire. 
Make it a family project! You can have 
your kids raise money to purchase the 
food and have them help you pick it out 
at the grocery store. Then bring your 
nonperishable food items to Church the 
four weekends of Advent. Baskets will be 
available for collecting the food in the 
gathering space. Thank you! 

New this year to St. Raymond’s is the way 
that you will receive your weekly giving 
envelopes. Around December 24 you will 
receive in the mail a packet of your Janu-
ary and February envelopes. Then every 
two months after that your will receive  
the next two months of envelopes. 

Donation Envelopes for 2020 

If the roads are bad and travel is hazard-
ous on Saturday or Sunday for Mass, 
members of the Parish should use cau-
tion. If schools are cancelled or delayed in 
the Eau Claire School District, then there 
will be no daily Mass. 

Winter Weather Notice 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $3,193.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $3.45 
Plate ........................................... $157.00 
Capital Campaign .................... $1,179.67 
Poinsettia Memorials ................... $50.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ...... $4,583.12 

March for Life! Chicago, Jan. 11, 2020- 
Pro-Life Wisconsin is sponsoring buses 
from Wausau, Plover, Onalaska and 
Tomah. www.diolc.org/respect-life for 
more information. Washington, D.C., Jan. 
22-26, 2020-Major diocesan pilgrimage 
for youth and adults. Visit www.diolc.org/
yya/march-4-life-2020/. 
Advent Prayer Requests: Bishop Calla-
han will be collecting your prayer inten-
tions throughout this Advent season. You 
can either call 608-352-9565 or go 
to diolc.org/pray to submit your request.  

From the Diocese 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, December 28, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
J Sauter, M Miller 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers J Sauter, M Miller 
 

Sunday, December 29, 8:30a 
Lector C Rollins 

 J Bowers, J Rollins, 
  L Hinrichs 
Servers K Burmesch, E Wright, 
  R Knolmayer 
Ushers J & C Rollins, B Grzyb, 
  D Olson 
Greeters P & J Quirk 
Counters E & D Walker, M Burmesch 




