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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

December 28 through January 5 
Sat., Dec. 28 4:00p SM † Arthur Bohl 
  6:00p  SR † Teresa Thorson 
Sun., Dec. 29 8:30a  SR † Audree Ayers 
  11:00a SM † Lee Torres 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Dec. 30 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Dec. 31 8:00a SR † Harold, Frances & Rick Bohl 
  5:30p SM † Deacon Robert Hansen 
Wed., Jan. 1  9:00a SM † Renee Wogernese 
  7:00p SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Thu., Jan. 2 8:00a SR † Cary Osborn 
  2:00p  Mass at The Classic 
Fri., Jan. 3 9:00a SM † Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter 
Sat., Jan. 4 9:00a SM † Janet Papach  
  4:00p SM † Angela Mroczenski 
  6:00p SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Jan. 5 8:30a SR † Leo Tice & Family 
  11:00a SM † Bernice Bauer 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Accompaniment: The Missing Piece 

Last week I discussed the need for accom-
paniment. By God’s design we all have an 
ongoing need to be accompanied through 
life. By God’s design, we are all called to 
make a gift of ourselves in accompanying 
others. 

Marriage and family life are a privileged 
context for accompaniment. How beauti-
ful it is when spouses are truly present to 

each other, united intimately as one flesh within the marriage 
covenant. How beautiful it is when that love is extended fruitfully 
into the lives of their children. There can be even more blessings 
when extended family live in close proximity with each other, 
and are able to provide ongoing mutual support. The past few 
centuries introduced many factors that placed a great strain on 
marriage and family life: emigration to new lands, the Industrial 
Revolution, urbanization, massive worldwide wars (and their 
aftermath in family life after the war is “over”), the sexual revolu-
tion, the rise of the internet, the rise of the smart phone – I could 
go on and on. 

I am NOT arguing in favor of turning back the clock. Not all these 
changes are bad, and you certainly can’t put the toothpaste back 
into the tube. I am just pointing out the present painful reality: 
very few children are growing up in a context of happy marriage 
and healthy family. That means that the need for accompani-
ment is even more painfully felt. 

I know that some of you pine for “the good old days” and wonder 
why so many things keep changing. Whenever there is a grave 
loss, the healthy human response is to grieve and to mourn. The 
prophets and patriarchs of the Old Testament wept over the ru-
ins of Jersusalem. It’s normal to experience denial – to pretend 
like it’s really not all that bad. It’s normal to experience anger – 
looking for a scapegoat. It’s normal to engage in bargaining and 
fantasize falsely “if only…If only…” In the end, we need to grieve 
and lament. Once again God’s house lies in ruins. He will raise up 
children of Abraham from her very stones, will turn those chil-
dren into living stones, and will rebuild his Church. Those God 
calls to be part of that rebuilding will need to be accompanied 
and to accompany. 

In my ministry, I am aware of hundreds of individuals who are 
suffering deeply for lack of accompaniment: the sick, the aging, 
the dying, the lonely, the afflicted, the addicted, widows, widow-
ers, abused children, neglected children, anxious adolescents, 
overwhelmed young adults, and exhausted caregivers. 

I have met many a spouse who is beyond burnt out after years of 
trying to hold it together with a struggling spouse. They are trying 
to do all the accompanying themselves – not asking for help or 
knowing how to ask for help, and forgetting their own need of 
accompaniment. 

The same risk is enormous for us priests. In Catholic parish life, 
people instinctively turn to the priest whenever there is a need 
for accompaniment that family cannot meet. Most of us have 
skills in that area and enjoy doing it. I’ve been learning to teach 
other people how to accompany rather than try to do it all my-
self. That is actually how Jesus did it, mostly accompanying only 

twelve of his disciples. 

Most people today will NOT find themselves sufficiently accom-
panied by their own families. They will need to find support from 
other Christians. This is how it was in the apostolic Church, and it 
is how it needs to be today. By God’s design, the Church is meant 
to be the living Body of Christ, in which we all receive and give 
love in communion with God and with each other. 

Much is amiss in Church life today. Three images come to my 
heart: (1) a missing puzzle piece; (2) a breach in our defenses; 
and (3) a blockage in our arteries. 

Accompaniment is like a puzzle piece that is missing. For exam-
ple, I have met many good Catholics who are struggling painfully 
with habits of sin or addictions. They try and try to break free. 
They pray hard, go to Confession, fast, or put filters on their 
phones. They might do well for a while, but they keep falling. All 
too often are trying to fight the battle alone. They do not know 
how to let themselves be walked with by a group of companions. 
Things really start changing when we seek and find that commu-
nal support! 

The lack of accompaniment today is like a breach in our defenses. 
The devil is a bully who doesn’t fight fair. He loves to attack us 
when we are weakest and most vulnerable. He divides and con-
quers, thriving when we are isolated and alone and in the shad-
ows. But if we are well-accompanied, loved, encouraged, under-
stood, affirmed, strengthened, and held accountable, we can 
resist the devil, and he will indeed take to flight. He is powerless 
against the communal love of the Body of Christ. 

The lack of accompaniment is like a blockage in our arteries. The 
love of the Body of Christ is meant by God to flow in and out of 
us, freely received and freely given, circulating to all the mem-
bers and making us fully alive in Him. When we do not know how 
to receive, we find ourselves incapable of giving in any meaning-
ful way. 

It is time for us to admit the truth. Marriage and family life large-
ly lie in ruins. Many parish institutions lie in ruins. We may for a 
time battle with the usual denial and bargaining and anger. We 
certainly need to lament and shed tears. But if we are serious 
about the rebuilding, we need to learn the lessons of accompani-
ment that Jesus taught to his disciples. 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, January 4, 4:00p* 

Lector J Graffunder 

Servers S Webster, L Frank 
A. Server M Nuesse 
S. Serve J Bechly 
Ushers W Liedl, B Webster, 
 P Connell, M Kloss 
 

Sunday, January 5, 11:00a* 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers S Black, R Hadt 
A. Server N Mullenberg 
S. Server J Bechly 
Ushers R Mullenberg, D McNamara, 
 J Effertz, D Hawker 
*Incense at this Mass 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

Facebook Page 

St. Mary’s Facebook page has 
tons of great stories about our 
Parish members, current 

events, Catholic Faith information, fun 
activities we offer, Friday Funnies and so 
much more! “Like” our page and keep up 
to date on all of our Parish news!  

Formed. ORG 

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of 
the Holy Family and Formed.org has re-
sources for your entire family to grow in 
holiness. For kids there are the Brother 
Francis Christmas offerings as well as Kris-
toph and the First Christmas Tree. For the 
moms and dads there are great marriage 
resources including Marriage-God’s De-
sign for Life and Love. Whatever your 
state in life, start the New Year off right 
by taking advantage of all the great re-
sources on Formed.org to bring you clos-
er to Christ in the New Year. 

Hispanic Community 

Formación de la Fe Familiar Nuestra 
próxima reunión es el miércoles 8 de 
enero. Por favor, trabaje en sus lecciones 
en el hogar y no olviden llenar sus tar-
jetas de misa para ser ingresado para un 
sorteo  en nuestra próxima noche de For-
mación Familiar.   
¿Tienes un estudiante que se esta prepar-
ando para los Primeros Sacramentos? 
Nuestro Retiro de Reconciliación será el 
miércoles 15 de enero de 6:00-8:00p para 
todos los estudiantes que se preparan 
para recibir su primera Confesión.  
EDGE se reúne el próximo miércoles 8 de 
enero de 6:00-7:15p. Cualquier estu-
diante de 6to, 7mo u 8vo grado están 
invitados en asistir y traer amigos.  
¡El Señor te está llamando! Todo lo que 
necesitas es un gran corazón y el deseo 
de ayudar a aquellos que tienen la nece-
sidad de aprender más acerca de nuestro 
salvador. Si usted tiene estas cualidades y 
la voluntad de decir Sí, entonces póngase 
en contacto con Jessica en nuestra oficina 
parroquial, con mucho gusto le ofrecera 
orientación sobre como pudes ayudar en 
esta area.  

Family Faith Formation 

Family Faith Formation Our next 
meeting is Wednesday, January 8th. 
Please work on your home lessons and 
don’t forget to fill out your mass cards to 
be entered  for a prized drawing at our 
next Family Formation night.   
Do you have a student preparing for First 
Sacraments? Our Reconciliation Retreat 
will be Wednesday, January 15 from 6:00-
8:00p for all students preparing to re-
ceive their first Confession.  
EDGE meets next Wednesday, January 8 
from 6:00-7:15p. Any 6th, 7th or 8th 
grader is invited to attend and bring 
friends.  
RCIA Are you interested in learning more 
about Catholic teaching? Our RCIA meets 
this Thursday, January 2 from 6:30-8:30p. 
Join us for our topic: Baptism and Confir-
mation.  

Parish News 

Parish Office  
Due to the Holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Decem-
ber 29, 31, and January 1. Please note 
that the Diocese of La Crosse will be 
closed all of these dates  too.  

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

All ladies of St. Mary’s  Parish. 
Come celebrate the 5th annual 
PCCW appreciation Gala. It is a 
special time to celebrate you, 
for all you have done for our 

parish. The Gala will be held on Friday, 
January 10 form 6:00-9:00p. We will 
gather t Toni Buck’s home at 401 Pinna-
cle Way, Eau Claire. There will be food 
from  Olive Garden, drinks , camaraderie 
and lot of fun. Please join us.  

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

It’s jump rope time! Jump ropes will be 
sold for $1 on Wednesday mornings dur-
ing walking club (8:15-8:30a) until Janu-
ary 17. Those that qualify in first through 
fifth grade  will compete during the 
school wide Jump Rope Contest on 
Wednesday, January 15 at 2:00p in the 
Parish Hall. If your child qualifies for the 
Bloomer Championship, it will be on Sat-
urday, January 25, 2020. More details will 
be available after Christmas break. 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Wedding Coordinator (SM & SR)  
  Kaylee Peikert           715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com         
St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

St. Mary’s Stewardship 
Stewardship numbers will be in next 

weekends bulletin. Thank you! 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Parish News 

The PCCW will have a basket in 
the gathering space, during   
January, to collect Bingo prizes 
for the Augusta Nursing Home. 
The residents enjoy prizes such 

as quarters, costume jewelry, small lo-
tions, stamps, note cards and even small 
stuffed animals. Rose Ann Muller is coor-
dinating the bingo event and would ap-
preciate volunteers to help the residents 
play bingo on Wednesday afternoon, Jan-
uary 29. Call Rose Ann at 715-839-9411 
or 715-797-6943 for more information. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus next meeting is 
January 13 at 7:00p. Please join us a half 
hour before for the rosary. 

Winter Weather Notice 

If the roads are bad and travel is  
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for 
Mass, members of the parish should use 
caution. Please use your best judgment 
when deciding if it is safe to travel to 
Mass. If schools are cancelled or delayed 
in the Eau Claire School District, then 
there will be no daily Mass. 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert    715-855-1294 , x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministers 
Wednesday, January 1, 7:00p* 

Lector J Ceranski 
 

Servers T Falbo, J Campbell 
 A Burmesch, B Ceranski 
Ushers B Sorge, B Grzyb, K Roberts 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
 

Saturday, January 4, 6:00p 

Lector R Schmitt 
B Sorge, C Bearrood 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers K & C King 
 

Sunday, January 5, 8:30a* 
Lector T Hoff 

 
Servers J Rollins, K Burmesch,  
 M & J Hoff 
Ushers P Quirk, B Grzyb, 
 J Lesniewski, J Sauter 
Greeters T & S Mayer 
Counters M Burmesch, T & S Mayer 
*Incense at this Mass 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship 
Stewardship numbers will be in next 

weekends bulletin. Thank you! 

Parish Office - Holiday Hours 

Due to the holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Decem-
ber 30, 31, and January 1. Please note 
that the Diocese of La Crosse will be 
closed all of these dates  too.  

Incense at These Masses 

Please note that there will be incense at 
the January 1 and January 5 Masses. 

Communion to Homebound 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 

We welcome Mass Intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tions list is now six months out. Every 
Mass will be said, and in the order re-
ceived. 

Rosary/Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Ro-
sary are prayed before Mass on Sunday  

mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

We still need some help in 
meeting our Diocesan Annual 
Appeal goal. We are two-thirds 
of the way there and are only 
$14,000 away from reaching the 
goal. Any amount pledged and 

collected beyond our goal comes back 
100% to our parish. Please consider in-
cluding St. Raymond’s Diocesan Annual 
Appeal in your yearly giving.   

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

Thank you to everyone who 
stayed after last weekend’s 
Mass to decorate the Church. A 
special thank you to Lowes 
Creek Tree farm for the beauti-

ful trees in our Church! 

Thank You! 

New this year to St. Raymond’s is the way 
that you will receive your weekly giving 
envelopes. Around December 24 you will 
receive in the mail a packet of your Janu-
ary and February envelopes. Then every 
two months after that your will receive  
the next two months of envelopes. 

Donation Envelopes for 2020 

Come in and check out the following 
new books in the library: 
Be Brave in the Sacred : (Mary Lenaburg) 
Catholic writer Mary Lenaburg shares 
how the overwhelming demands of car-
ing for her severely disabled daughter 
ultimately taught her, and can teach you 
that trusting in God and accepting his will 
can lead to profound joy, no matter what 
challenges you face. 
The Flowing Grace of Now: (Macrina 
Wiederkehr) This inspiring book expertly 
leads us into a deepening awareness of 
God’s wisdom flowing through various 
teachers offered by the present moment. 
The author teaches us to consciously seek 
and find unexpected conduits of God’s 
grace in daily life. 
Exalted: (by Sonja Corbitt) Beautifully 
weaving the Old and New Testaments, 
Corbitt’s latest work share how God 
transformed a woman dubious of the 
Blessed Mother into a devotee of Mary 
full of grace. Exalted is a humble explora-
tion of Mary’s Magnificat and how to live 
our lives in ways that magnify the Lord. 

From the Library 



St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus - Family of the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2019 Family of the Month: 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Counsel of St Mary’s would like to announce 

that John and Kristi Blackmon, and their daughter Bella, 

 have been named as Family of the Month for December  
 

They have been members of St Mary’s since 2014 when they moved to town. John is a member of the Knights of Co-

lumbus at St Mary’s and has participated in many service projects such as the Alter Server retreat, Chippewa Air Show, 

pumping gas for Special Olympics, Membership Drives and snow shoveling for the elderly. John is also an usher and is 

currently building a new backdrop for the new nativity. Kristi has been the Fall Fest Chairperson for the past 3 years! 

She was also involved in creating the Parish Directory and the PCCW Advent/Lent gift table. She also was a substitute 

teacher and ran the Battle of the Books at St Mary’s when her daughter attended. Their daughter Bella is now in Middle 

School at Regis and has been involved in 4H for several years and is a member of the Regis Tennis team. Bella also helps 

with Sacristan duties by refilling the candles as needed.  

 

The Knights thank John, Kristi and Bella for their great service to our parish and their  

example of Catholic faith. May God bless them! 


