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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

January 4 through January 12 
Sat., Jan. 4 9:00a SM † Janet Papach  
  4:00p SM † Angela Mroczenski 
  6:00p  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Jan. 5 8:30a  SR † Leo Tice & Family 
  11:00a SM † Bernice Bauer 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., Jan. 6 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Jan. 7 8:00a SR † Hank Webster & Family 
Wed., Jan. 8  8:00a SM † Isabel & Edward Campbell 
Thu., Jan 9 8:00a SR † Peter & Mary Gallick 
  2:00p  Mass at Heatherwood 
Fri., Jan. 10 9:00a SM † Deacon Robert Hansen 
Sat., Jan. 11 4:00p SM † Bob Sires 
  6:00p SR † Delores Pins 
Sun., Jan. 12 8:30a SR † Cary Osborn 
  11:00a SM Timothy BaDour  
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

New and Improved 
Peace to you! I hope and pray that you 
had a blessed Christmas and New Year! 
Of course, January 1st is also (and pri-
marily) the Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God, a great Holy Day for us who rec-
ognize that God chose the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to be His mother. As one of our 
parish’s 1st graders, completely un-
prompted, said to her father, “Daddy, if 

Mary is Jesus’ mother, then she is our mother too!” Out of the 
mouth of children and infants. 
We are still in the Christmas season until Sunday, January 
12th, when we will celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. Then 
we will return for a short time to Ordinary Time until Ash 
Wednesday and the beginning of Lent on February 26th.  
I like new beginnings. The first week of a new school year. The 
beginning of reading a new book, the beginning of a new pro-
ject or hobby or interest. There is something hopeful and ex-
citing about the starting anew. And that is no doubt the sense 
of beginning a new calendar year. Many people make New 
Year’s resolutions. But most, like me, rarely carry them out. Or 
they begin, but never seem to be able to persevere.  
One of these resolutions from 2019 was to read one book 
every month. I have an easy time beginning a book but find it 
difficult, for whatever reason, to finish them. Thus, the resolu-
tion. The first half went very well; the second half… well not 
so much. But one of the books that I have managed to finish 
this year was A Diary of a Country Priest by Georges Bernanos. 
It is written in diary form by the main character who is pastor 
of a rural parish, and who is physically infirm, very self-
conscious, and extremely unconfident in his abilities as a 
priest. At one point, the priest writes, “It is easier than one 
thinks to hate oneself. Grace consists in forgetting oneself. If 
pride is completely dead in us, then the grace of graces would 
be to love oneself humbly just as one would love any one, 
however unessential, suffering members of Christ.” 
I have been thinking a bit about a subtle but prevalent form of 
pride that often plagues myself and many a Christian. That 
pride which we can call “egoism,” which sees everything in 
one’s life as a “self-improvement project.” This can spill into 
our life as disciples of Christ, especially when we think about 
our sins and imperfections. We can see the project of over-
coming our sins as simply a “self-improvement” which I (ego) 
have to work harder to overcome. If I simply do more or 
better or more consciously, then I will be better.  
The opposite of this sort of egoism is true “self-acceptance,” 
which is not simply to give up one following Christ or over-
coming sin or becoming a better person, but which is simply 
loving oneself humbly as a suffering member of the Body of 
Christ. This self-acceptance is a grace of “forgetting oneself” 
and simply being (not doing) in the love of God and of receiv-
ing His grace and love. A few signs that we are living in a self-
accepting and not egotistical way are humor (we don’t take 
ourselves or our projects too seriously), not easily getting an-

gry at ourselves, and a peace which comes from generosity 
(thinking about others).  
What most often happens with me (a recovering perfection-
ist), however, is that I set out with grand plans to do some-
thing awesome or become a better person in some aspect. I 
work hard and try hard. I succeed for a while. But then some-
thing happens which brings about failure. That “something” is 
either in myself, which makes me angry and resentful at my-
self (“why can’t I get this right!?”) or comes from the demands 
that someone else places on me, which leads me to blame 
(“well, if they had not expected so much from me or were not 
so needy, then I could have succeeded”). This cycle of setting 
myself up for “self-perfection” which leads to “self-
frustration” and perhaps even to “self-hate” must be broken 
by the Good News. “Be not afraid; for behold, I announce to 
you tidings of great joy… for to you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ and Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 
When we accept, in faith, that God loves us this much and this 
humbly, with the humility of a child, then who am I to not ac-
cept that love in the same way?  
This year, I do plan on trying to read one book every month. It 
is a good thing and a worthy goal. But I will try to accept my 
weaknesses and failures with more humor and joy, forgetting 
myself and being open to others, knowing that God the Father 
loves me, as He loves all the suffering members of His Son’s 
body, the Church. This grace of His love is the only thing that 
can bring about anything new or improved this coming year. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, January 11, 4:00p 

Lector D Wogernese 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, R Catt 
A. Server M Niedzwiecki 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers A Tiry, C Tiry 
 W Liedl, H Talley 
 

Sunday, January 12, 11:00a 
Lector J Nyberg 

Servers R Hadt, L Rosener 
A. Server A Rosener 
S. Server J Fox 
Ushers D McNamara, D Kamrowski 
 A Ricciardi, R Mullenberg,  
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: 12/22/2019 
Adults ...................................... $5,430.00 
Youth ........................................... $41.40 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $835.14 
Total Envelope & Plate ..........$6,265.14 
 

Scrip ...................................... $18,515.00 
Thank you! 

Facebook Page 

St. Mary’s Facebook page has 
tons of great stories about our 
Parish members, current 

events, Catholic Faith information, fun 
activities we offer, Friday Funnies and so 
much more! “Like” our page and keep up 
to date on all of our Parish news!  

Hispanic Community 

¡Este miércoles, 8 de enero, es Formación 
Familiar! Cena a las 5:30p y Confession 
está abierta de 5:30-6:00p para niños de 
K-5to grado y padres. El tema de este 
mes es Corazón del Hogar: Jesús en la 
Eucaristía. No olvides traer tus tarjetas de 
Misay registros de tareas.  
Middle School EDGE se reúne este miér-
coles 8 de enero de 6:00-7:15p. Cualquier 
estudiante de 6to, 7mo u 8vo grado está 
invitado en asistir y traer amigos. Tenga 
en cuenta que un padre o adulto designa-
do debe entrar en la iglesia para recoger 
a cada estudiante al final de la noche.  
¡El Señor te está llamando! Todo lo que 
necesitas es un gran corazón y el deseo 
de ayudar a aquellos que tienen la nece-
sidad de aprender más acerca de nuestro 
salvador. Si usted tiene estas cualidades y 
la voluntad de decir Sí, entonces póngase 
en contacto con Jessica en nuestra oficina 
parroquial, con mucho gusto le ofrecera 
orientación sobre como pudes ayudar en 
esta area.  

Family Faith Formation 

This Wednesday, January 8, is Family For-
mation! Pork dinner at 5:30p and Con-
fession is open from 5:30-6:00p for kids K
-5th grade and parents. This month’s top-
ic is Heart of the Home: Jesus in the Eu-
charist. Don’t forget to bring your Mass 
Cards and Homework Records.  
Middle School  EDGE meets this 
Wednesday, January 8 form 6:00-7:15p. 
Any 6th, 7th or 8th grader is invited to 
attend and bring friends. Please note a 
parent or designated adult must come 
inside the church to pick up each middle 
scholar at the end of the night.  

Parish News 

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Wedding Coordinator (SM & SR) 
  Kaylee Peikert           715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com         
St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Grow in Faith as a Married Couple  

Grow in Faith Together as a Married 
Couple ~ Experience a more joy-filled 
marriage. Take part in the Domestic 
Church retreat at St. Anthony’s Spirituali-
ty Center on March 26-29. Couples 
attending the retreat will experience a 
renewed love as spouses and find them-
selves united together in Christ. Register 
today at: diolc.org/marriage-enrichment. 
For more information, call 608-791-2673. 

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

It’s jump roping time! Jump ropes will be 
sold for $1 on Wednesday mornings dur-
ing walking club (8:15-8:30a) until Janu-
ary 17. Those that qualify in first grade 
through fifth grade will compete during 
the school wide Jump Rope Contest on 
Wednesday, January 15 at 2:00p in the 
Parish Hall. Please join us if you are able 
to attend. If your child qualifies for the 
Bloomer Championship, it will be on Sat-
urday, January 25, 2020.  
School Closings and Delays ~ During in-
clement weather, Regis Catholic Schools 
follow the Eau Claire Area School District 
in terms of two-hour delays and school 
closings. Therefore, if there is a two hour 
delay, our school day will begin at 10:30a 
with doors opening at 10:15a.  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

All ladies of St. Mary’s  Parish. 
Come celebrate the 5th annual 
PCCW appreciation Gala. It is a 
special time to celebrate you, for 
all you have done for our parish. 

The Gala will be held on Friday, January 
10 form 6:00-9:00p. We will gather t Toni 
Buck’s home at 401 Pinnacle Way, Eau 
Claire. There will be food from  Olive Gar-
den, drinks, camaraderie and lot of fun. 
Please join us.  

Knights of Columbus  

The Knights of Columbus will 
hold our monthly meeting on 
Monday, January 6. Meeting be-
ginning at 6:30p.  



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Parish News Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus next 
meeting is January 13 at 
7:00p. Please join us a half 
hour before for the rosary.  

Winter Weather Notice 

If the roads are bad and travel is  
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for 
Mass, members of the parish should use 
caution. Please use your best judgment 
when deciding if it is safe to travel to 
Mass. If schools are cancelled or delayed 
in the Eau Claire School District, then 
there will be no daily Mass. 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert    715-855-1294 , x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, January 11, 6:00p 

Lector B Lesniewski 
K Pfaff, J Quirk 

Servers E Frank 
Ushers M Rockow, K Roberts 
 

Sunday, January 12, 8:30a 
Lector P Uhlig 

 B Gruba, C Kostka, 
 J Zwiefelhofer 
Servers E Smith, A Olson, C Christ 
Ushers B Severinski, M Quirk, 
 B Gruba 
Greeters D, L, C & A Olson 
Counters D & E Walker, S Mayer 

Adults ...................................... $2,928.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................ $5.00 
Plate ........................................... $199.50 
Capital Campaign ....................... $795.00 
Christmas ................................ $1,160.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$5,087.50 

Family Faith Formation 
Merry Christmas to our families!  I'm 
praying that the love of Christ fills your 
hearts and homes.  
K-8 families:  We'll see you next Sunday, 
December 12, for class! 
2nd grade families: We'll see you on 
Wednesday, January 15 from 5:30-7:00p 
for our First Reconciliation Retreat.  Din-
ner will be provided and siblings are wel-
come to join!  
Confirmation: We will not have class on 
Wednesday, January 15, but we will see 
you at the First Reconciliation Retreat 
from 5:30-7:00p.  We appreciate your 
help! 
 

Parish Office - Holiday Hours 
Due to the holidays, the parish office will 
be closed on the following dates: Decem-
ber 30, 31, and January 1. Please note 
that the Diocese of La Crosse will be 
closed all of these dates  too.  
 

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 
 

  Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

New this year to St. Raymond’s is the way 
that you will receive your weekly giving 
envelopes. Around December 24 you will 
receive in the mail a packet of your Janu-
ary and February envelopes. Then every 
two months after that you will receive  
the next two months of envelopes. 

Donation Envelopes for 2020 

We still need some help in 
meeting our Diocesan Annual 
Appeal goal. We are two-thirds 
of the way there and are only 
$14,000 away from reaching the 
goal. Any amount pledged and 

collected beyond our goal comes back 
100% to our parish. Please consider in-
cluding St. Raymond’s Diocesan Annual 
Appeal in your yearly giving.   

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

The PCCW will have a basket in 
the gathering space, during   
January, to collect Bingo prizes 
for the Augusta Nursing Home. 
The residents enjoy prizes such 

as quarters, costume jewelry, small lo-
tions, stamps, note cards and even small 
stuffed animals. Rose Ann Muller is coor-
dinating the bingo event and would ap-
preciate volunteers to help the residents 
play bingo on Wednesday afternoon, Jan-
uary 29. Call Rose Ann at 715-839-9411 
or 715-797-6943 for more information. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

From the Diocese 

Men’s Renewal Retreat: What does it 
mean to “be a man of the cross”? Find out 
by joining us for a one-day retreat focus-
ing on practical ways to daily live out the 
Gospel call to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Learn of ways to become the man, father, 
husband, son that God intended. Febru-
ary 15, 9:00a-3:00p. St. John the Baptist 
Parish, 201 W Blodgett St, Marshfield, WI,  
$25 per person. For more information or 
to register, go to: http://
menofthecross.org. 
Given Retreat: is a short, powerful re-
treat for couples who are married, dating, 
or engaged. It is an opportunity to share, 
learn and celebrate marriage with other 
couples through engaging talks, music, 
adoration, prayer and reconciliation. This 
half-day retreat will be offered: Jan. 18 in 
La Crosse and Feb. 8 in Rothschild. For 
more information, go to: https://
diolc.org/marriage/marriage-enrichment. 

Next Saturday, January 18 
the Knights will host their 
Family Movie Night right 
after the 6:00p Mass. All are 
welcome! 

Family Movie Night 



 

 Relationship With God 
More Than Just Sunday 

Epiphany, A Feast of Light 

Quick, what are God’s first words in the Bible?  

They are, “Let there be light” (Gen. 1:3).  

This is good to remember on the Feast of the Epiphany, 
which is a feast of light. In fact, the word epiphany 
comes from Greek, meaning “to shine out.”  

The Magi are led, in the dark of night, by a light in the 
sky – a star – to the “Light of the world” in a manger. 
Though his light is hidden beneath his humble infant 
form, their eyes are open to see his radiance.  

Have you pondered the mystery of light and darkness? 
It is so familiar that we may not give it a second 
thought. But God didn’t have to create a world in which 
light and darkness alternate. He could have created a 
world in which it was light everywhere, all the time. Se-
riously. 

But God gave us light and darkness because they are 
ideally suited to communicate something deeply spiritu-
al. In fact, it is interesting that we use light in symbolic 
ways all the time even just on a human level. We say, 
for example, “I saw her eyes light up.” Or we talk about 
someone’s appearance being “radiant.” Or we say, “His 
face suddenly darkened.” Of course there is no actual 
change in physical brightness or darkness in these cas-
es, but we are communicating something interior about 
the person’s psychological (or moral) state. We are say-
ing something profoundly true, but using the symbolic 
keys of light and darkness.  

Reflect, too, that it is in the dark that we stumble and 
fall, lose our way, become afraid. We dread the “dark 
alley” where crimes are more likely to be committed. 
Many evil deeds are done in the dark, hidden from 
view, away from the light that would expose them. Sin 
wants to hide in the dark.  

When light comes, it ‘casts out’ darkness, because dark-
ness is not a ‘thing’ in itself, but only the absence of 
light. And on a spiritual level, the absence of the light of 
Christ is the absence of grace, it is the darkness of sin 
and spiritual death. Remember how John’s Gospel de-
scribes the moment when Judas leaves the Last Supper 
after Jesus has announced that one of them will betray 
him:  

“After he took the morsel, Satan entered him. So 

Jesus said to him, ‘What you are going to do, do 
quickly.’ … So he took the morsel and left at once. 
And it was night” (Jn 13:27,30).  

Sobered by that reflection, let’s now come back to the 
more joyous theme proclaimed in today’s first reading 
from Isaiah:  

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord shines upon you. See, darkness 
covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; 
but upon you the LORD shines, and over you appears 
his glory. Nations shall walk by your light, and kings 
by your shining radiance (Is 60:1-3).  

Here we read so many references to light breaking 
through darkness, bringing promise, joy and glory. This 
is what the Magi traveled day and night to behold – and 
then at last they knelt before Him with their gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.  

This infant Jesus to whom they bow is the one who will 
later say, “I am the Light of the world” (Jn 8:12), and 
who will command his followers:  

“Walk while you have the light, so that darkness may 
not overcome you. Whoever walks in the dark does not 
know where he is going. While you have the light, be-
lieve in the light, so that you may become children of 
the light.” (Jn 12:35-36).  

On this Feast of the Epiphany, then, this feast on which 
the light of Christ ‘shines out’ to the whole world (the 
Magi from the East represent the world beyond Israel 
and Judaism), what is our ‘takeaway,’ what should we 
commit to do?  

We should first do what is one of the hardest things for 
us to do: contemplate. We should contemplate the ra-
diant beauty of the Light of Christ, asking Him to help us 
to open our eyes and our hearts, to be filled with won-
der and joy. Then let’s pray that He will help us always 
to walk in His light, and to carry that light to others. 
That will be our salvation and our deepest joy.  

By Christopher Ruff, Director of Ministries and Social 
Concerns  


