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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

January 11 through January 19 
Sat., Jan. 11 4:00p SM † Bob Sires 
  6:00p  SR † Delores Dins 
Sun., Jan. 12 8:30a  SR † Cary Osborn 
  11:00a SM Timothy BaDour 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Jan. 13 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Jan. 14 8:00a SR Scott Gross 
Wed., Jan. 15  8:00a SM Fr. Derek Sakowski 
Thu., Jan. 16 8:00a SR Bill Nelson 
  11:00a  Mass at Oakwood Villa 
Fri., Jan. 17 9:00a SM † Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter 
Sat., Jan. 18 4:00p SM † Franc Vogrinec 
  6:00p SR † Cary Osborn 
Sun., Jan. 19 8:30a SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † JoAnn LeMere 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Images of Accompaniment 
I dream of the day when each parish 
church will be a family in which everyone 
is receiving accompaniment and giving 
accompaniment. On that day, we will all 
be humble and vulnerable enough to allow 
ourselves to receive what we need, and 
will be thoughtful and generous enough to 
give accompaniment to the others that 
God sends to us. On that day, it won’t just 

be the priests or the same couple of leaders in parish life trying 
to do the accompanying, but everyone, each according to his 
own calling and gifts. All will be accompanied and all will accom-
pany. 
There are various images that come to my heart when I think of 
this accompaniment: sharing bread, playing music, dancing, men-
toring, coaching, walking along the path, sitting down next to 
someone, cultivating a garden, and mothering. 
Accompaniment, at its best, is a committed relationship in which 
human needs are being met. Our needs are various: fellowship, 
listening, empathy, encouragement, affirmation, care, comfort, 
accountability, teaching, nurturing, guidance, and much more.  
The first image that comes to mind is sharing bread together. 
That is literally what “accompany” means. Think of all the meals 
shared by Jesus and his twelve apostles – those to whom he pro-
vided consistent accompaniment, day in and day out. In the best 
meal experiences, all participants truly feel a sense of connection 
and belonging. In that spirit of openness, hearts are changed. We 
receive not only physical nourishment but a sense of community 
and belonging and purpose. Historically, those who share bread 
together were also those who walked the path together. They 
were part of a company travelling together, “companions” on a 
journey. Certainly our walk towards eternal life is a long journey, 
and we need companions. 
Another image of “accompaniment” involves music. A musical 
accompanist is not the main attraction. Rather, his role is to be 
almost unnoticed in the background, boosting the confidence of 
the main performer(s). When the soloist or choir members make 
mistakes, the accompanist adjusts, helping them regain their 
composure and their rhythm. There is much more to accompany-
ing than simply hitting the right notes – it’s a wonderful art of 
being interconnected with others and bringing out the best in 
them. 
A related image of accompaniment is teaching someone to 
dance, or dancing with someone. I must say, this has NOT been a 
strong point for me. I think back to Homecoming my Junior year. 
My skills on the dance floor were duly noted by the football 
coach. He really enjoyed himself at the next practice, teasing me 
and another football player named “Bubba.” Something to the 
effect of filming a documentary entitled, “White Men Can’t 
Dance.” Anyway, those of you who love dancing know some of 
the skills needed – an intimate connection with your dancing 
partner, an overcoming of inhibitions, a willingness to make mis-
takes and adjust, attuning to each other and to the music, etc. 
My football coach certainly knew how to tease, but we also 
revered him. He was an excellent mentor and coach.  He knew 
how to give both criticism and praise, and had our undivided 

attention. He motivated us beyond what we originally thought 
was possible. I am still deeply grateful for the incredible discipline 
that our conditioning drills instilled in me. Coaches play an enor-
mous role today. Think of how many teens look up to their 
coaches, and how many hours of their life they willingly spend 
with them. I encourage you to ask yourself – what would the 
equivalent look like in parish life? 
One of my favorite images is sitting down next to someone. This 
image is especially helpful in those many moments of life when 
the shields of self-protection are up in full force. Most of us resist 
accompaniment, especially when we are feeling afraid or 
ashamed or depressed. When someone sits down next to us in a 
non-threatening way, it says so many things. It says, “I see you.” I 
see that you are hurting and afraid. I see that you feel ashamed, 
so I won’t look at you directly. It says, “I’m with you.” I am willing 
to sit on this dung heap with you and be sad with you. I’m not 
any better than you and I’m not trying to avoid your mess. It says, 
“You’re safe” – I won’t try to meddle and fix this. I’m just here at 
your side. If you want me to leave, I’ll go. If you want me to draw 
closer, I’ll draw closer. I respect you and your freedom. I notice 
you; I care about you; I am here for you. 
Still another image is cultivating a garden. It’s a wonderful image 
because it involves both a consistent commitment AND incredi-
ble patience. On the one hand, the best gardeners show a mar-
velous awareness of what is going on with their plants: the soil, 
the water, the sun, the weeds, and unwanted pests. They vigi-
lantly and diligently intervene to allow their crops to grow and 
flourish. On the other hand, they wisely understand that so much 
is out of their control. They resist the urge to pull up the plant 
and check on its status. 
Finally, and above all else, when I think of accompaniment in 
Church life, I think of motherhood. The Church is our Mother. 
Each of us, in our own way, shares in that mission of “mothering” 
others within the life of the Church. Jesus says that those who do 
his will become brother and sister and mother to him. New mem-
bers come to birth and grow in His Church when we are willing to 
accompany. I’ll share more next time. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, January 18, 4:00p 

Lector J Spalding  

Servers S Webster, Z Niedzwiecki 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve D Wogernese 
Ushers B Webster, W Liedl, 
 P Connell, J Blackmon 
 

Sunday, January 19, 11:00a 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers B Smiskey, R Hadt 
A. Server A Smiskey 
S. Server J Bechly 
Ushers M Chilson, A Ricciardi, 
 J Corcoran, T Sykora 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $8,895.00 
Youth ........................................... $63.92 
Offertory (Plate) ..................... $1,373.94 
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $10,332.86 
 

Capital Campaign  ...................... $490.00 
Scrip ........................................ $2,900.00 

Thank you! 

Hispanic Community 

Todos los estudiantes de segundo grado 
que se preparan para la Primera Recon-
ciliación Nuestro Retiro de Primera Rec-
onciliación es este miércoles, de 6:00-
8:00p. Por favor, asegúrese de que al 
menos 1 padre asista. Nuestro Primer 
Servicio de Reconciliación para los estu-
diantes de Formación de Fe Familiar es 
este viernes a las 6:00p. ¡Acompáñanos 
en un servicio especial donde harás tu 
primera Confesión, seguida de una recep-
ción de galletas para celebrar! Los padres 
también son bienvenidos a recibir este 
sacramento.  
Clases de Confirmación se reúne este 
miércoles, 15 de enero, de 6:30-8:00p en 
St. Mary's.  

Volunteer Board Positions  

Volunteer Board Member Positions The 
Regis Catholic Schools Foundation will be 
holding election in February for addition-
al volunteer Board Member positions. 
Board members will provide leadership 
and on-going vision for all Regis Catholic 
Schools Foundation and Advancement 
efforts. To apply, please email a brief bi-
ography and details on how your skills 
will help the RCS Foundation generate 
continued or enhanced financial support 
to 
Applications will be accepted through 
January 24. 

Family Faith Formation 

All second graders preparing for First 
Reconciliation Our First Reconciliation 
Retreat is this Wednesday, from 6:00-
8:00p. Please make sure at least one par-
ent attends. Our First Reconciliation Ser-
vice for Family Faith Formation students 
is this Friday at 6:00p. Join us for a special 
service where you’ll make your first Con-
fession, followed by a cookie reception to 
celebrate! Parents are welcome to re-
ceive this sacrament as well.  
Confirmation Class meets this Wednes-
day, January 15 from 6:30-8:00p at St. 
Mary’s.  
RCIA meets this Thursday, January 16 
from 6:30-8:30p. We will discuss Last 
Things & Anointing of the Sick. 

Parish News 

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the 
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at 
generalbook@charter.net  

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Wedding Coordinator (SM & SR)  
  Kaylee Peikert       715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com         
St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Corrections: Pastoral Council 

The December 8 bulletin listed the cur-
rent St. Mary’s Pastoral council. We re-
gret these mistakes: Becky Thurner is 
currently on the council. Matt Chilson has 
finished his third term. 

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

It’s jump roping time! Jump ropes will be 
sold for $1 on Wednesday mornings dur-
ing walking club (8:15-8:30a) until Janu-
ary 17. Those that qualify in first grade 
through fifth grade will compete during 
the school wide Jump Rope Contest on 
Wednesday, January 15 at 2:00p in the 
Parish Hall. Please join us if you are able 
to attend. If your child qualifies for the 
Bloomer Championship, it will be on Sat-
urday, January 25, 2020.  
School Closings and Delays ~ During in-
clement weather, Regis Catholic Schools 
follow the Eau Claire Area School District 
in terms of two-hour delays and school 
closings. Therefore, if there is a two hour 
delay, our school day will begin at 10:30a 
with doors opening at 10:15a.  

Marriage Enrichment Retreat  

When is the last time you experienced a 
couple retreat? Every healthy relation-
ship needs renewal and GIVEN is a pow-
erful opportunity with proven results. 
Each couple is able to focus on their rela-
tionship with each other and with God in 
an interactive, engaging manner. Plan to 
attend one of the upcoming GIVEN re-
treats: 9a-3p, January 18, in La Crosse OR 
February  8, in Rothschild. For more infor-
mation, go to: https://diolc.org/marriage/
marriage-enrichment/ 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: 12/29/19 
Adults ...................................... $4,323.00 
Youth ........................................... $65.25 
Offertory (Plate) ..................... $1,030.70 
Total Envelope & Plate ..........$5,418.95 
 

Capital Campaign  ................... $1,145.00 
Scrip ........................................ $1,945.00 

Thank you! 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Parish News 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert    715-855-1294 , x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, January 18, 6:00p 

Lector Youth Lector 
B Sorge, C Bearrood 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers D Sorge, J Jaenke 
 

Sunday, January 19, 8:30a 
Lector J Ceranski 

 J Bowers, M Callaghan, 
 L Hinrichs 
Servers P & C Callaghan, A Burmesch 
Ushers B Grzyb, BGruba, 
 L Vetterkind, M Quirk 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
Counters E & D Walker, D LeMere St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 

Adults ...................................... $3,090.00 
Youth Envelopes .......................... $11.00 
Plate ........................................... $261.41 
Capital Campaign .................... $2,200.00 
Holy Day ..................................... $290.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$5,852.41 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: 12/25/19 
Adults ...................................... $2,205.00 
Youth Envelopes .......................... $15.00 
Plate ........................................ $1,147.50 
Capital Campaign .................... $2,270.00 
Christmas ................................ $4,000.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$9,637.50 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: 12/29/19 
Adults ...................................... $2,180.00 
Youth Envelopes .......................... $10.00 
Plate ........................................... $202.00 
Capital Campaign ......................... $25.00 
Christmas ................................... $325.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$2,742.00 

Corrections: Pastoral Council 

The December 8 bulletin listed the cur-
rent St. Mary’s Pastoral council. We re-
gret these mistakes: Becky Thurner is 
currently on the council. Matt Chilson has 
finished his third term. 

Family Faith Formation 
Join us next Saturday, January 18 for our 
Youth Mass at 6:00p and the Knights of 
Columbus Family Movie Night! Hot dogs, 
popcorn, drinks, and soda will be provid-
ed.  Desserts are welcome but not re-
quired.  Bring blankets, bean bags, what-
ever you want to be comfortable watch-
ing the movie!  Come enjoy a movie with 
other great families!  

Thank You Volunteers 
Thank you to everyone who stayed and 
helped to put up the Christmas decora-
tions and who helped to take down the 
decorations after Mass today! The Church 
was beautiful this Christmas season. 
 

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 
 

  Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass Intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tions list is now six months out. Every 
Mass will be said, and in the order re-
ceived. 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus next 
meeting is January 13 at 
7:00p. Please join us a half 
hour before for the rosary.  

Next Saturday, January 18 
the Knights will host their 
Family Movie Night right 
after the 6:00p Mass. All are 
welcome! 

Family Movie Night 

The PCCW will have a basket in 
the gathering space, during   
January, to collect Bingo prizes 
for the Augusta Nursing Home. 
The residents enjoy prizes such 

as quarters, costume jewelry, small lo-
tions, stamps, note cards and even small 
stuffed animals. Rose Ann Muller is coor-
dinating the bingo event and would ap-
preciate volunteers to help the residents 
play bingo on Wednesday afternoon, Jan-
uary 29. Call Rose Ann at 715-839-9411 
or 715-797-6943 for more information. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

We still need a little help in 
meeting our Diocesan Annual 
Appeal goal. We are almost there 
and are only $7,775 away from 
reaching the goal. Any amount 
pledged and collected beyond 

our goal comes back 100% to our parish. 
Please consider including St. Raymond’s 
Diocesan Annual Appeal in your yearly 
giving. Thank you for your generosity! 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

Deanery Women’s Bible Study 

All women in the deanery are invited to 
our new study, Lectio Mary: The Bible 
and the Mother of God. We study, pray, 
and have social time in a relaxed setting.  
It’s a great way to connect with other 
women in our deanery! This 8-part study 
answers the questions: Why is Mary so 
important to Catholics, and why have so 
many people been devoted to her over 
the centuries? What can we learn about 
her from Sacred Scripture? Featuring the 
insightful teaching of Dr. Brant Pitre. Join 
us at St. Mary’s in Altoona, on Tuesday, 
January 21 for 8 weeks. Social time at 
8:30a and the study goes from 9-10:30a. 
The cost will be $10.  For more infor-
mation or to register for the study, call 
Marianne Callaghan at 715-835-8840 or 
via email: macallaghan115@gmail.com.  




