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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time | January 19, 2020
Weekly Mass Schedule
January 18 through January 26
4:00p
SM
† Franc Vogrinec
6:00p
SR
† Cary Osborn
8:30a
SR
SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† JoAnn LeMere
1:00p
SM
Priest Intention
——— No Mass ———
8:00a
SR
Jennifer Miller
8:00a
SM
† Bonnie Frueh
8:00a
SR
† Polek Family
11:00a
Mass at Grace Willowbrook
3:30p
Mass at Dove Osseo
9:00a
SM
† Bernice Bauer
4:00p
SM
† Janet Papach
6:00p
SR
Priest Intention
8:30a
SR
† Peter Gallick
11:00a SM
Priest Intention
1:00p
SM
SM & SR Parishioners

Sat., Jan. 18
Sun., Jan. 19

Mon., Jan. 20
Tue., Jan. 21
Wed., Jan. 22
Thu., Jan. 23

Fri., Jan. 24
Sat., Jan. 25
Sun., Jan. 26

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
The Church as Mother
We all have a human need to be accompanied in life, and all are called to provide
accompaniment to others. Perhaps the
most beautiful and most necessary form
of accompaniment is mothering.
Motherhood is so very important, and the
Church is called “mother” both in Scripture (Galatians 4:26) and throughout our
history. It is not just the females, but all
members of the Church who participate in that motherly role.
Those who do the will of the Father become brother and sister
and mother to Jesus (Matthew 12:50). How do we become a
mother of Christ? According to Saint Augustine, by mothering
new members in that one Body of Christ that is the Church –
both in the bringing them to birth and in the ongoing nurturing
after birth.
Each Christian is born again in baptism, birthed from the womb
of the baptismal font. Within our new family, the Church, we are
meant to receive the slow and steady mothering we need as we
grow in our newfound faith. This need was obvious in the early
Church. There were droves of adult converts, and the process of
accompanying them took several years by design. Once again we
live in an age when a large number of our families (children and
adults alike) are proceeding on their faith journey with virtually
no knowledge or experience of Catholicism. The need for a motherly presence in their spiritual life is enormous.
I can think of several things that earthly mothers provide that
also apply in Church life: nurturing, caring, encouraging, attuning,
calming, soothing, celebrating, empathizing, teaching, guiding,
and correcting. We all needed these things as children; we continue to need them as adults.
Mothers nurture. They provide steady care and encouragement,
reliably present to us as we grow. The growth is gradual and
slow, and takes an enormous commitment on the part of a mother. Even in the largest of families, a mother is only actively nurturing a dozen children at most – more likely, only a few at any
given time. And still it takes all that she has to give, even with
much help and support.
I find that in many Catholic parishes, the priest and a few key
staff or volunteers are looked to instinctively any time serious
motherly accompaniment is needed. If there are only 10 or 20
people in the parish in such need, that works well. But what if
there are several hundred in serious need of accompaniment?
Five or six decades ago, there might have been a community of
nuns living on site to fill in more of that motherly role. That is
indeed a rarity today. But one need not be a nun to be a spiritual
mother, much less be an ordained priest! Every participant has a
role to play. This is a totally different model of parish life than
many are used to. But if we don’t learn it, our parishes will be
quite small in membership and devoid of new life. Several already are.
Mothers attune. They notice what is happening in the hearts of
their children. When their child is upset, they know how to calm
and soothe him. They know when to draw near, and when to

back off and give space. When their child is overwhelmed or frustrated or confused, they help him make sense of the situation
and figure out a solution.
Do we notice things in parish life? Do we attune to the people
around us? Do we notice those who feel confused or anxious
because they have never been to one of our liturgies before? Do
we notice those who are obviously looking for something and not
finding it? Do we notice those who are feeling alone and unloved,
anxious or confused, grief-stricken, or overwhelmed? Or are we
so caught up in our usual routine that we walk right past them? If
we do not attune and offer that attention, who will?
Mothers celebrate. They cheer on their children again and again.
Under the loving gaze of a mother, children grow in confidence.
Baby takes his first steps – mom cheers him on. Baby says a complete sentence – mom cheers him on. Modern brain science has
helped us understand how important these celebrations are.
Each time we celebrate a small step, our brains release a small
and healthy amount of dopamine. It keeps us motivated so that
we keep on trying and keep on growing. In parish life, who does
the steady cheering on for someone who is slowly coming back
to faith? Who is there to notice and celebrate every little baby
step that is being? So many people are starting out with the very
basics in their faith life. Virtually every part of the experience is
new to them. When someone actually notices and celebrates
their growth, it is so encouraging and so motivating.
The Church needs to be motherly, or new life and new growth
will cease. Motherly presence is time-consuming. It is best done
with a few people at a time. It is the task of each and all of us. I
encourage each of you to ask God in your heart – who are two
are three individuals the Lord has placed in your heart that He
especially wants to accompany at this time? Are you willing to
make a steady commitment to those individuals and go out of
your way to attune, to nurture, to encourage, to cheer on, to
guide, to chide, and to bring to fuller growth? As this motherly
accompaniment becomes a normal part of parish life for every
member, we will see amazing growth and vibrancy.

Saint Mary’s Parish
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Family Faith Formation

Comunidad Hispana

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer request to Janet
Fox at generalbook@charter.net .
Homebound Visit
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Koskta at kostkacarla@gmail.com or call
715-225-7419.
Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date, birth date, or
to volunteer, call Emily Thurner at 715864-3048.

Family Formation Please work on your
home lessons and don’t forget to fill your
Mass cards to be entered for a prize
drawing at our next Family Formation
night, February 5.
Middle School EDGE meets this Wednesday, January 22 from 6:00-7:15p. Any 6th,
7th or 8th grader is invited to attend and
bring friends. Please note a parent or
designated adult must come inside the
church to pick up each middle schooler at
the end of the night.

Valentine’s Dinner

Formación Familiar Por favor, trabaje en
sus lecciones en la casa y no olvide llenar
sus tarjetas de misa para ser entrado para un sorteo de premios en nuestra próxima noche de Formación Familiar, el 5 de
febrero.
Escuela Secundaria EDGE se reúne este
miércoles 22 de enero de 6:00-7:15p.
Cualquier estudiante de 6to, 7mo u 8vo
grado está invitado en asistir y traer amigos. Tenga en cuenta que un padre o
adulto designado debe entrar en la iglesia
para recoger a cada estudiante de
secundaria al final de la noche.

Help us celebrate Catholic Schools Week
2020 in a colorful way! Have your child
or children color the event’s logo and
submit a photo [or scan] of the finished
product
to
Meghan
Kulig
at
mkulig@RegisCatolicSchools.com by January 22. She will post al submissions to
the Regis Catholic Schools Facebook page
to celebrate our love for Catholic education! Don’t forget to include your student’s name, grade, and school.)
Enrollment opens for the 2020-21 school
year on January 27! Watch your email
toward the end of the month for instructions on how to register online. As enrollment season approaches, don’t forget
that current families can receive a tuition
credit when referring a new family that
enrolls a student in any grade 1-12.

Please join us for a Valentine’s Dinner for
Married Couples on Saturday, February 8
from 5:00-9:00p. Cocktails, appetizers,
dinner for two, a marriage blessing, and
Family Feud Marriage Edition will highlight the evening. To reserve your table
contact Kathleen Wanke at 715-271-1824
or email kathleenweishaar@aol.com.
Seating is limited and reservations are
required.

Corrections: Pastoral Council
The December 8 bulletin listed the current St. Mary’s Pastoral council. We regret these mistakes: Becky Thurner is
currently on the council. Matt Chilson has
finished his third term.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, January 25 4:00p
Lector

M Hanson
R Hanson
Servers N Cullinan, R Catt
A. Server D Wogernese
S. Serve D Wogernese
Ushers
A Tiry, W Liedl
C Tiry, M Kloss

Sunday, January 26, 11:00a
Lector

J Graffunder

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

L Frank, D LaPorte
R Semerad
J Fox
R Mullenberg, T Sykora,
F Chukwudelunzu, D Hawker

If you are interested in volunteering
for any of these ministries
please call the Parish Office

St. Mary’s Elementary School

St. Mary’s Parish Staff
Bilingual Secretary (Part-time)
Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Office Manager
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Evangelization & Faith Formation
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Faith Formation Coordinator
Maria Ricciardi
715-855-1294, x 106
 FaithFormationSM@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 715-855-1294, x 140
 frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Wedding Coordinator (SM & SR)
Kaylee Peikert
715-855-1294, x 142
 Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Rally for Life
The Eau Claire County Chapter of Wisconsin Right to Life will hold its annual Rally
for Life on Sunday, January 26 at 2:00p at
St. James the Greater Catholic Church in
Eau Claire. The speaker will be Warren
Petryk, who represents Wisconsin’s 93rd
Assembly District. “Choosing Life” will be
the message in both word and song.

Formed.ORG
January 22 is the Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of the Unborn Children.
As members of Christ’s body, we are
called to protect and promote the dignity
of the human person in all places and
circumstances. Join us in learning more
about protecting life by watching
“Symbolon—Protecting the Dignity of the
Human Person” this week on formed.org.

Valentine Card Party
Please join the Eau Claire Women’s Club
for a Valentine Card Party on Monday,
February 3 at the Eagles Club at 2588
Hwy 53, Chippewa Falls. Social at noon,
lunch at 12:30p. Please wear red and
bring a valentine card to send to those
who are feeling lonely and forgotten.
Cost $12. Questions? Contact Renee Liming at 715-832-4085. Deadline is Jan. 24.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults..................................... $3,908.00
Teens/Children ........................... $16.26
Offertory (Plate) .................... $1,044.61
Total Envelope & Plate ........ $4,968.87
Capital Campaign ..................... $400.00
Scrip ....................................... $4,260.00
Thank you!

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
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Deanery Women’s Bible Study

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Formation
K-8 families: Adoration is a great way to
put your home lessons into action. Come
visit Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament on a
Thursday night at St. Raymond's!
Mass Cancellation
There will be no daily Mass on Tuesday,
January 28.
Thank You Volunteers
Thank you to everyone who stayed and
helped to put up the Christmas decorations and who helped to take down the
decorations after Mass last Sunday! .
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715-286-5171.
Mass Intentions
We welcome Mass Intention requests,
but please be patient as our Mass intentions list is now six months out. Every
Mass will be said, and in the order received.
Formed.org
Remember you can find great Catholic
content on this free site. Code:JR6NZW

All women in the deanery are invited to
our new study, Lectio Mary: The Bible
and the Mother of God. We study, pray,
and have social time in a relaxed setting.
It’s a great way to connect with other
women in our deanery! This 8-part study
answers the questions: Why is Mary so
important to Catholics, and why have so
many people been devoted to her over
the centuries? What can we learn about
her from Sacred Scripture? Featuring the
insightful teaching of Dr. Brant Pitre. Join
us at St. Mary’s in Altoona, on Tuesday,
January 21 for 8 weeks. Social time at
8:30a and the study goes from 9-10:30a.
The cost will be $10. For more information or to register for the study, call
Marianne Callaghan at 715-835-8840 or
via email: macallaghan115@gmail.com.

The PCCW will have a basket in
the gathering space, during
January, to collect Bingo prizes
for the Augusta Nursing Home.
The residents enjoy prizes such
as quarters, costume jewelry, small lotions, stamps, note cards and even small
stuffed animals. Rose Ann Muller is coordinating the bingo event and would appreciate volunteers to help the residents
play bingo on Wednesday afternoon, January 29. Call Rose Ann at 715-839-9411
or 715-797-6943 for more information.
We are requesting each family to donate
two dozen cookies in a Ziploc bag on the
first weekend of February. Ladies of the
parish are invited to join us in the kitchen
after 8:30a Mass for a short PCCW
meeting and to package the cookies to be
mailed to the Seminarians. Parishioners
can also look for a sign up sheet in the
gathering space for collecting a spiritual
bouquet by praying a rosary or a Holy
Hour for our Seminarians.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, January 25, 6:00p
Schedule to Come

Sunday, January 26, 8:30a
Schedule to Come
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday
mornings beginning at 7:50a.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults ..................................... $3,150.00
Youth Envelopes ............................ $4.00
Plate ........................................... $225.18
First Offering .............................. $132.00
Christmas ..................................... $60.00
Holy Day ....................................... $35.00
Capital Campaign ....................... $804.67
Fuel ............................................ $175.00
Total Envelope and Plate....... $4,945.85

Diocesan Annual Appeal
We still need a little help in
meeting our Diocesan Annual
Appeal goal. We are almost there
and are only $7,725 away from
reaching the goal. Any amount
pledged and collected beyond
our goal comes back 100% to our parish.
Please consider including St. Raymond’s
Diocesan Annual Appeal in your yearly
giving. Thank you for your generosity!

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Office Manager
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Kaylee Peikert
715-855-1294, x 142
 Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Valentine Card Party
Please join the Eau Claire Catholic Women’s Club for a Valentine Card Party on Monday,
February 3 at the Eagles Club
at 2588 Hwy 53, Chippewa Falls. Social at
noon, lunch at 12:30p. Please wear red
and bring a valentine card to send to
those who are feeling lonely and forgotten. Cost $12. Questions? Contact
Renee Liming at 715-832-4085. Deadline
is January 24.

If You Are Not Feeling Well
If you are not feeling well during
these winter months, please be
considerate of others by
refraining from handshakes
during the Sign of Peace and by not
receiving from the chalice at Communion.

Winter Weather Notice
If the roads are bad and travel is
hazardous on Saturday or Sunday for
Mass, members of the parish should use
caution. Please use your best judgment
when deciding if it is safe to travel to
Mass. If schools are cancelled or delayed
in the Eau Claire School District, then
there will be no daily Mass.

Don spent the majority of his life in the Augusta community. He
was baptized at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in Augusta and
married Elizabeth at St. Anthony’s in October of 1952. Don and
Elizabeth raised four children and had 66 years together until
her death in January of 2019. They went everywhere together
and were faithful Church goers.
Don farmed most of his life, but spent two years in California,
during WWII, building planes for Douglas Aircraft.

Don Ida, pictured with his wife, Elizabeth
in 2016.

Don has always been active in his parish, first as an altar boy
when he was young and then as a handyman mowing the lawn
at St. Anthony’s. He was a member of the Knight of Columbus,
working during the Fish Frys at St. Raymond’s. Don, also a Third
Degree Knight, is a charter member of the Trinity Council.
He is described by those who know his as being “the salt of the
earth.” A kind and gentle man with a good sense of humor. He
has led an independent life driving until the age of 97.

