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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
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Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

January 25 through February 2 
Sat., Jan. 25 4:00p SM † Janet Papach 
 6:00p  SR Priest Intention 
Sun., Jan. 26 8:30a  SR † Peter Gallick 
 11:00a SM Priest Intention 
 1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Jan. 27 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Jan. 28 ——— No Mass ——— 
Wed., Jan. 29  ——— No Mass ——— 
Thu., Jan. 30 8:00a SR † Thele Family 
Fri., Jan. 31 9:00a SM † Trevor Polus 
Sat., Feb. 1 9:00a SM † Janet Papach 
 4:00p SM † Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter 
 6:00p SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Feb. 2 8:30a SR Dennis & Luanne 
       Scheuermann 
 11:00a SM † Regina & Zygmunt  
        Kaminski 
 1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

The Gift of Tears 
Most of us dread the shedding of tears – 
particularly in front of other people. We 
don’t want to feel weak or vulnerable. We 
fear rejection. We fear losing control, per-
haps even fear that if we start sobbing, we 
will never stop. Whether we realize it or 
not, we probably learned these lessons 
from word or example in family life. 
Whether spoken or unspoken, it was 

against the rules. The shedding of tears that comes so spontane-
ously and naturally for little children, rather than being guided 
and directed and nurtured, all too often comes to be seen as a 
threat. 

I have come to learn that tears can be a precious gift from God. 

I am by no means the first to make this observation. Many au-
thors in contemporary charismatic circles talk about “the gift of 
tears” as a charism given by the Holy Spirit. True, there are indi-
viduals who experience weeping as an outward manifestation of 
the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit. This was all the rage 
in sixteenth-century Spain – to the point that authentic mystics 
like John of the Cross, Teresa of Avila, or Ignatius of Loyola had to 
warn against the faking of tears out of a false sense of piety, even 
showing off. That risk is still there for some today, but I much 
more frequently find a false toughness that holds back tears. 

More commonly over the centuries, tears are an expression of 
repentance and conversion, opening us up to love God and 
neighbor with fuller freedom. King David wept over his sins 
(Psalm 51). The prophet Jeremiah allowed his eyes to stream day 
and night over the great ruination which overwhelms God’s peo-
ple (Jeremiah 14). Nehemiah’s tears over the destruction of the 
Temple in Jerusalem move the heart of the Persian King Artaxerx-
es, who was so touched with empathy that he sent Nehemiah 
with full funding and an armed force to go to Jerusalem to fight 
and rebuild (Nehemiah 1-2). 

In the New Testament there is the marvelous story of Saint Peter. 
The very moment he denies Jesus a third time, Peter experiences 
a gaze of mercy from him (Luke 22). The Lord turns to look upon 
him with both full knowledge and full love. Peter knows that he is 
known and knows that he is loved. He goes out and weeps bitter-
ly. According to many Christian legends and stories, it was by no 
means the last time Peter would weep. His tears went on to cap-
tivate the imagination and heart of Christian mystics and artists 
for centuries. His conversion, and all its key moments, released a 
flow of tears. 

That is how the mercy of God so often works. When we feel truly 
known and truly loved, without any of the usual pretending, the 
experience unleashes our tears, and our tears unleash his mercy. 
It’s a wonderful, virtuous cycle. 

The Desert Fathers, those mighty monks of the early centuries, 
often discussed tears as a marvelous gift of God. They saw tears 
as a powerful remedy against the evil spirit of acedia – one of the 
subtlest and most formidable foes we will ever face. 

[If you are unfamiliar with the sin of acedia I highly recommend 
reading Fr. Jean-Charles Nault’s book The Noonday Devil: Acedia, 
the Unnamed Evil of our Times] 

The deadly sin of acedia is difficult to translate. Calling it “sloth” 
or “laziness” can be misleading. That is just one of many possible 
manifestations. Indeed, in today’s world this sin is more likely to 
manifest itself in boredom or busyness or burnout. Our restless 
hearts resist staying present in the moment, seeking any alterna-
tive than abiding in God’s presence. How sad indeed to be re-
pulsed by divine goodness and prefer our self-created madhouse 
of busyness and comforts, even when that madhouse becomes 
an unbearable hell for us. Yet how common to our human experi-
ence!  

Literally, acedia is from the Greek a + kēdos – “not caring” or 
“not feeling.” John Climacus describes its first steps: a numbness 
in our soul, a forgetfulness of heavenly promises, and an aversion 
to the present moment as to a great burden. How many today, I 
wonder, are in the throes this spiritual sickness? 

The Desert Fathers fought it. Their era was very much like our 
own. They saw the decline and fall of a once great civilization. 
The Greeks and Romans, plunged into pleasures, had worn them-
selves out. The early monks discovered that tears are a saving 
remedy for acedia.  

First of all, our tears allow us –  like King David and like Saint Pe-
ter – to be truly humble and recognize our need for a savior. In 
our tears, we confess that we cannot save ourselves. Like an in-
fant in the presence of its parents, we are crying out in our need. 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor, and delights in those who are 
willing to become like little children. 

Secondly, tears unthaw our frozen hearts and allow us to feel 
again. They nurse us out of our numbness and free us to be vul-
nerable and dependent. Fr. Nault, in his book, offers the image of 
our falling tears carving out a notch in our stony hearts – a notch 
through which God’s mercy can pour into our sin-sick soul. 

Evagrius was one of the wisest of those desert monks. We can 
close with his words about the gift of tears aiding us in our spir-
itual struggles: “Sadness is hard to bear and acedia is hard to re-
sist – but tears shed in God’s presence are stronger than both.” 

National Catholic Schools Week this year is  
Sunday, January 26 – Saturday, February 1 

Regis Catholic Schools will be joining in the celebration of Catholic 
education in our country and our area. 

On Tuesday, January 28th, the Regis Middle School and High School 
students will be participating in a volunteer food packing event 
called “Rotary Feeds.” Partnering with local Rotary clubs, our stu-
dents, staff, and parents will take turns throughout the school day 
packing food which will be distributed to those in need in West-
ern Wisconsin through Feed My People Food Bank. During the 
past four years of doing this event, Regis students and volunteers 
have packed 30,000 meals each year. Although the labor is free, 
the cost of food is not. Regis Catholic Schools is seeking to raise 
$10,000 to help feed the hungry in our area. If we reach our goal of 
$10,000 by January 28th, Father Daniel Sedlacek, Chaplain of Regis 
Catholic HS/MS promises he will shave off his beard! 
If you would like to know more about the event, how to donate, or 

how you can help in another way, please contact  
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek or Mrs. Kristin Hughes, Campus Minister 

dsedlacek@regiscatholicschools.com 
hughesk@regiscatholicschools.com 

Checks can be made out to “Regis Catholic Schools” with the 
memo line “Rotary Feeds” and turned to your parish. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Bilingual Secretary   
    stmarypar@gmail.com 
   

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   
Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
Faith Formation Coordinator 
  Maria Ricciardi         715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
  Fr. Daniel Sedlacek  715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Wedding Coordinator (SM & SR)  
  Kaylee Peikert          715-855-1294, x 142 
    KayleePeikert@gmail.com         
St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, February 1 4:00p 

Lector D Wogernese  

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, M Wanke 
A. Server M Niedzwiecki  
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki  
Ushers W Liedl, J Blackmon, 
 M Kloss, H Talley 
 

Sunday, February 2, 11:00a 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers R Hadt, L Rosener 
A. Server R Semerad  
S. Server J Bechly  
Ushers M Chilson, A Ricciardi 
 D McNamara, J Corcoran  
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $4,019.00 
Teens/Children ............................ $36.40 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $787.15 
Total Envelope & Plate ..........$4,842.55 
 

Capital Campaign  ...................... $343.00 
Scrip ........................................ $3,755.00 

Thank you! 

Parish News Family Faith Formation 

Confirmation Class meets this Wednes-
day, January 29 from 6:30-8:00p at St. 
Mary’s. 
RCIA Are you interested in learning more 
about Catholic teaching? Our RCIA meets 
this Thursday, January 30 from 6:30-
8:30p. We will discuss the Morality & 
Confession Show n’ Tell.  

Comunidad Hispana 

Las Clases de Confirmación se reúnen 
este miércoles, 29 de enero desde las  
6:30 a 8:00p en St. Mary's. ¡Esperamos 
verlos allí! 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer request to Janet 
Fox at generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at kostkacarla@gmail.com. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date, birth date, or  
to volunteer, call Emily Thurner at 715-
864-3048. 

Valentine’s Dinner 

Please join us for a Valentine’s Dinner for 
Married Couples on Saturday, February 8 
from 5:00-9:00p. Cocktails, appetizers, 
dinner for two, a marriage blessing, and 
Family Feud Marriage Edition will high-
light the evening. To reserve your table 
contact Kathleen Wanke at 715-271-1824 
or email kathleenweishaar@aol.com. 
Seating is limited and reservations are 
required.  

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

Enrollment opens for the 2020-21 school 
year on January 27! Watch your email 
toward the end of the month for instruc-
tions on how to register online. As enroll-
ment season approaches, don’t forget 
that current families can receive a tuition 
credit when referring a new family that 
enrolls a  student in any grade 1-12. 
The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a 
Free Throw Competition on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 9 at the Immaculate Conception 
gym. Local competition starts at 1:00p 
followed by the District competition at 
2:00p. All boys and girls ages 9 to 14 are 
invited to participate. Eligibility is deter-
mined based on age on January 1, 2020. 
Participants are required to furnish proof 
of age and written parental consent dur-
ing registration. Entry forms will be avail-
able at the event with registration begin-
ning at 12:30p. There is no cost to com-
pete. If you have any questions, please 
contact Mike Ryan at 715-839-9437. 

Rally for Life  

The Eau Claire County Chapter of Wiscon-
sin Right to Life will hold its annual Rally 
for Life on Sunday, January 26 at 2:00p at 
St. James the Greater Catholic Church in 
Eau Claire. The speaker will be Warren 
Petryk, who represents Wisconsin’s 93rd 
Assembly District. “Choosing Life” will be 
the message in both word and song.  

Valentine Card Party 

Please join the Eau Claire Women’s Club 
for a Valentine Card Party on Monday, 
February 3 at the Eagles Club at 2588 
Hwy 53, Chippewa Falls. Social at 12 
noon, lunch at 12:30p which includes 
baked chicken, mashed potatoes, green 
beans and rolls. Please wear red and 
bring a valentine card to send to those 
who are feeling lonely and forgotten. 
Cost for this fun afternoon is $12. Ques-
tions? Contact Renee Liming at 715-832-
4085.  

Financial Peace University  

Take control of your money with Finan-
cial Peace University (FPU)! This nine-
lesson course uses biblical wisdom and 
common sense to help you tackle budg-
eting, pay off debt, and make your money 
work for you! FPU includes your member 
workbook and a year of free online re-
sources through Financial Peace Mem-
bership. Join an FPU group today! Con-
tact Dennis Vanden Bloomen at 715-379-
6792 for more  info. Class meets Mon-
days starting  17 February from 6:00p to 
7:45p at Spirit Lutheran Church in Eau 
Claire.  

Formed.ORG 

On January 28, we celebrate the feast day 
of St. Thomas Aquinas, doctor of the 
Church. Matt Fradd’s podcast, Pints with 
Aquinas, offers us an episode with 12 
quaint stories  to  honor  him.  Listen to   
“Pints with Aquinas-12 Stories about 
Aquinas” this week on Formed.org. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, February 1, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
B Sorge, C Bearrood 

Servers J Campbell 
Ushers K Roberts, M Rockow 
 

Sunday, February 2, 8:30a 
Lector T Smith 

 M Miller, M Callaghan, 
  B Gruba 
Servers E Smith, B Ceranski, K Gruba 
Ushers B Grzyb, J Lesniewski, 
  B Gruba, M Miller 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
Counters 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults .....................................  $2,610.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................ $5.75 
Plate ........................................... $289.25 
Capital Campaign .................... $2,055.00 
Building Fund Envelopes .............. $49.00 
Fuel ............................................ $198.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$5,207.00 

Parish News Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus are 
hosting the Youth Pancake 
Breakfast on Sunday, February 
9 right after Mass. Pancakes, 

egg bakes, potato pancakes and sausage. 
A free will donation will be accepted to 
support youth activities in the Parish! 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp    715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager 
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander     715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert        715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Financial Peace University 

Never worry about money again 
with Financial Peace University (FPU)! It’s 
the proven plan to help you master budg-
eting, beat debt, and live the life of your 
dreams! Through nine lessons rooted in 
biblical wisdom, your FPU group will learn 
from Dave Ramsey and his team of finan-
cial experts. FPU includes your member 
workbook and other exclusive online ben-
efits through a free year of Financial 
Peace Membership. Contact Dean 
Schwartz at 715-559-0670  for more info. 
Classes will start on Sunday, February 2 at 
6:30p for 9 consecutive Sundays.  Loca-
tion is St. James the Greater Catholic 
Church on Eau Claire's West Side.   

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

Family Faith Formation 
2nd grade families: See you at First Rec-
onciliation on Friday, January 31 at 6:00p. 
Parents and siblings will have the oppor-
tunity to go to confession, as well! 
K-8: Parents, remember to use Chris Car-
stens' great handout to help your family's 
understanding and enjoyment of the 
Mass.  We'll see you again on February 2 
for class! 

Blessing of Candles/Procession 
We will celebrate Candlemas on Sunday, 
February 2 at the 8:30a Mass. Please 
bring in candles to be blessed and join us 
before Mass in the gathering space, bless 
the candles and process into Church. 

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

 Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewelin-
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass Intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tions list is now six months out. Every 
Mass  will be  said, and  in  the  order 
received. 

The PCCW will have a basket in 
the gathering space, during   
January, to collect Bingo prizes 
for the Augusta Nursing Home. 
The residents enjoy prizes such 

as quarters, costume jewelry, small lo-
tions, stamps, note cards and even small 
stuffed animals. Rose Ann Muller is coor-
dinating the bingo event and would ap-
preciate volunteers to help the residents 
play bingo on Wednesday afternoon, Jan-
uary 29. Call Rose Ann at 715-839-9411 
or 715-797-6943 for more information. 
We are requesting each family to donate 
two dozen cookies in a Ziploc bag on the 
first weekend of February.  Ladies of the 
parish are invited to join us in the kitchen 
after 8:30a Mass for a short PCCW 
meeting and to package the cookies to be 
mailed to the Seminarians.  Parishioners 
can also look for a sign up sheet in the 
gathering space for collecting a spiritual 
bouquet by praying a rosary or a Holy 
Hour for our Seminarians.  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

We still need a little help in 
meeting our Diocesan Annual 
Appeal goal. We are almost there 
and are only $6,850 away from 
reaching the goal. Any amount 
pledged and collected beyond 

our goal comes back 100% to our parish. 
Please consider including St. Raymond’s 
Diocesan Annual Appeal in your yearly 
giving. Thank you for your generosity! 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

Women’s Call to Holiness 

The La Crosse and Eau Claire Council of 
Catholic Women deaneries are uniting to 
host an event for women of all ages that 
will revive in them the nobleness of their 
mission, the dignity of their vocation, and 
their call to holiness as women reflecting 
Christ.  This lovely one-day conference is 
held at St. Mary’s, Altoona, on Saturday, 
March 7.  For more information please 
call Julianna Brindle at 715-456-6351 or 
email at julianna.brindle@gmail.com  

Daily Mass Cancellation 

There will be no daily Mass on Tuesday, 
January 28. 



 

Join us for a Shabby Chic 

Valentine’s Dinner for  
Married Couples 

 

at the St. Mary’s Parish Hall, Sponsored by St Mary’s PCCW 

 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 

Social Hour 5:00 pm 

Renewal of vows 5:45 pm 

Dinner for two 6:00 pm 

Family Feud Marriage Edition 7:00 pm 

 

Reservations are required.  

 To reserve your table call 

Kathleen Wanke at 715-271-1824 or email 

 kathleenweishaar@aol.com  

Free will offering gladly accepted 

mailto:kathleenweishaar@aol.com

