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Pastor 
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Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

February 8 through February 16 
Sat., Feb.  8 4:00p SM Priest Intention 
 6:00p  SR † Thele Family 
Sun., Feb. 9 8:30a  SR † Ron Smith 
 11:00a SM † Thomas Badour 
 1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Feb. 10 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Feb. 11 9:00a SR Donald Ida 
Wed., Feb. 12  8:00a SM † Bob Sires 
Thu., Feb. 13 8:00a SR † Huabei Ling 
 10:30a   
Fri., Feb. 14 9:00a SM † Stella Wogernese 
Sat., Feb. 15 4:00p SM † Angela Mroczenski 
 6:00p SR † Gertrude Dekan 
Sun., Feb. 16 8:30a SR SR & SM Parishioners 
 11:00a SM † Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter 
 1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

The Stories We Tell 
We humans are storytellers by our very 
nature. Our brains are tirelessly at work 
(even while we sleep!), putting the pieces 
of our life into a story that will help us 
make sense out of it. Storytelling is so 
much a part of being human that most of 
us don’t even notice when we are doing it. 
We easily jump to a conclusion from one 
or two bits of information: a colleague 

yawning during our presentation, a friend not returning a text 
message, a request from our boss for an urgent meeting, or a 
member of the opposite sex greeting us with a smile. Our mind 
begins spinning stories, true or not. It takes a disciplined detec-
tive to remain open to the evidence and not get misled by the 
red herrings. Indeed, one of the hardest human things to do is to 
abide in that in-between place in which we do not yet know the 
whole story, and be content to watch and wait. 

Perhaps that is why I was so aggravated by the ending of the hit 
TV show Lost – do you remember it? For so many of us, it capti-
vated our hearts, only to leave us unsatisfied, irritated, or down-
right frustrated. 

When I was in Rome, a group of us watched a couple of episodes 
each week. We laughed; we wept; we waited with bated breath 
for the next week’s episodes. When the finale came out, one of 
my friends was actually cursing and swearing and hurled his otto-
man across the room – mostly for dramatic effect. But his theat-
rics told the story of what our hearts were feeling at the time. 
We were deeply dissatisfied with the lack of resolution. We felt 
used, manipulated, and cast aside. How could someone spin a 
story, leave so many enticing hints and fragments, and then leave 
so many parts unresolved? 

It was the best of TV shows; it was the worst of TV shows. It was 
so amazing because it was storytelling within storytelling. I be-
lieve it was the flashbacks that made the show especially great. 
Each character had a deeply believable, profoundly complex, and 
totally human story. Little by little, fragments of their life 
emerged. It was easy to empathize with them, to feel their heart-
ache and heartbreak, to cheer them on in their courageous mo-
ments of growth, or to cringe with disappointment when they 
took steps into the shadows. As the episodes progressed, the 
pieces of the past of each character, the sum total of the things 
done to them and the things they freely did, all served as warp 
and weft, forming the fabric of one gripping life story. It was 
beautiful. 

As human beings, we are storytellers by our very nature. Without 
stories, we cannot make sense out of life. But there is a shadowy 
side to our storytelling. Not all of our stories are true stories. In 
our unwillingness to watch and wait in hope, we can begin telling 
lies about ourselves, about others, and about God.  

I know for myself that I have often fluctuated back and forth be-
tween one of two extremes: self-exaltation and self-shaming.  In 
my moments of self-exaltation, I deny or minimize my unseemly 
behaviors or my personal problems. Puffed up with pride, I begin 
relying on myself and growing in a false confidence. In those mo-
ments, I easily excuse behaviors in myself that I totally dislike in 

others. I put on a mask and project a version of myself that I 
would like others to accept. I suspect I am not alone in these 
tendencies. 

In the present age of social media, there is an ever greater temp-
tation to tell a well-crafted and glamorous story about ourselves 
– whether or not it is true – and to compare our story to the sto-
ry of others. All of these self-exalting stories are cardboard cut-
outs, like the filming stage of an old a spaghetti western. Then 
come those moments in which the truth knocks over our façade, 
and we are terrified of being discovered for the fraud that we 
(think we) are. 

The other side I often experience is telling a story of self-shaming. 
Then my survival instincts kick in: fight or flight or freeze. At my 
worst, I begin blaming others or become demanding or demean-
ing. More commonly, I withdraw into isolation and coping, or I 
avoid anything that feels challenging, for fear of failure. I know I 
am not the only one who does these things. 

The problem with both versions of storytelling (self-exaltation 
and self-shaming) is that they are highly selective. We are taking 
only parts of our story, and distorting the whole. Our lives our 
complex. Like the characters on Lost, we make many mistakes 
AND we make heroic choices amidst difficult circumstances. Evil 
things are done to us AND we freely choose to cooperate in evil.  
We are victims of tragedy AND we are given opportunities for 
freedom and redemption. We behave in ugly or hurtful ways AND 
we show great sensitivity and compassion. 

The bigger story for each of us is that of a redeemed sinner who 
is in the process of being sanctified by Jesus. Every part of our 
story matters. Every part needs to be touched by his healing 
grace. When our entire story, in every detail, gets united with the 
saving story of Jesus, we begin to discover who we really are – 
and it is far more beautiful and more worth living than any pre-
tend story we’ve ever told about ourselves. We can be known 
and loved in our story. Then, on the Day of Judgment, when our 
merciful Savior opens the Book of Life and proclaims our entire 
story for all to hear, all will praise God for the amazing story Jesus 
has made out of our life. 

Congratulations to Our Second Graders! 

These wonderful second graders celebrated their first 
reconciliation on Friday, January 31 at St. Raymond’s! 

Please pray for them as they prepare for their  
First Communion on Sunday, April 26! 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Parish Email  
    stmarypar@gmail.com 
   

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   
Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  
Faith Formation Coordinator 
Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Wedding Coordinator  
  Kaylee Peikert           715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee Peikert@gmail.com         
St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, February 15, 4:00p 

Lector M Hanson 
R Hanson

Servers R Semerad, R Catt 
A. Server M Niedzwiecki 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, P Connell, 
 H Talley, M Kloss 
 

Sunday, February 16, 11:00a 
Lector D Wogernese 

J Hegenbart
Servers Ad Ricciardi, At Ricciardi 
A. Server A Rosener 
S. Server C Thurner 
Ushers R Mullenberg, A Ricciardi, 
 J Corcoran, T Sykora 
 

If you are interested in volunteering  
for any of these ministries  

please call the Parish Office 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $7,126.00 
Teens/Children ............................ $45.83 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $949.45 
Total Envelope & Plate ..........$8,121.28 
 

Capital Campaign  ...................... $236.75 
Scrip ........................................ $5,370.00 

Thank you! 

Parish News Family Faith Formation 

Confirmation Class: We will meet this 
Wednesday, February 12 from 6:30-8:00p 
at St. Mary’s. 
RCIA: Are you interested in learning 
more about Catholic teaching? Our RCIA 
meets this Thursday, February 13 from 
6:30-8:30p. Join us for our topic: Voca-
tions, Marriage + Holy Orders.  

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer request to Janet 
Fox at generalbook@charter.net . 

Homebound Visit 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Koskta at kostkacarla@gmail.com or call 
715-225-7419. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date, birth date, or  
to volunteer, call Emily Thurner at 715-
864-3048. 

Help Wanted 
St. Mary Parish has one part-time posi-
tions available, a Janitor-custodian. If you 
are interested, please stop in the office 
for more information or an application. 

St. Mary’s Elementary School 

There will be a Uniform Exchange on 
Thursday, February 20 during Parent 
Teacher conferences. This is an oppor-
tunity for you to donate any uniform 
clothing items your child has outgrown. 
(No stains, tears, or excessive wear 
please). Donations can be left in the 
school office starting tomorrow. You may 
also "shop" for uniforms for your stu-
dents for free at the exchange. You do 
NOT need to donate to take items.  

Women’s Call to Holiness 

The La Crosse and Eau Claire Council of 
Catholic Women deaneries are uniting to 
host an event for women of all ages that 
will revive in them the nobleness of their 
mission, the dignity of their vocation, and 
their call to holiness as women reflecting 
Christ.  This lovely one-day conference is 
held at St. Mary’s, Altoona, on Saturday, 
March 7.  Confessions, rosary, Mass, two 
inspirational talks with speaker Laura 
Boronski, vendors, and a fantastic lunch. 
Registrations forms are available in the 
Narthex or at www.ldccw.org. 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

There is just $6,000 left to meet 
our goal for the Diocesan Annual 
Appeal this year.  If you haven’t 
responded to this year’s appeal, 
please consider donating now to 
help us reach our goal. 

First Reconciliation 

Please pray for our second grade stu-
dents who received the sacrament of 
Reconciliation for the first time on Thurs-
day.  They continue to prepare for their 
First Holy Communion this spring.  

We are glad to announce the hiring of 
Charles Thurner, a familiar face to most 
of you, as the Maintenance Custodi-
an.  He will be working 15-20 hours a 
week, in the mornings, for our parish and 
school.  His main duties will be monitor-
ing the buildings' HVAC systems and per-
forming necessary repairs and updates to 
all of the parish buildings.  He also will 
keep the grounds free from safety haz-
ards such as snow, ice, etc. and be availa-
ble for emergency assistance in the morn-
ings. As we plan and coordinate larger 
maintenance projects, Charles' expertise 
will be especially appreciated. We are still 
in the process of hiring a Janitorial Custo-
dian, 10-15 hours a week, for afternoon 
work.  This individual will be tasked with 
power scrubbing, with cleaning in the 
parish hall, and cleaning in parish rooms 
and offices. Additionally, this person will 
work with the maintenance custodian to 
assist with lawn/snow maintenance and 
assist with larger projects.  If you know 
anyone who would be a suitable candi-
date, please encourage him/her to apply!  

Holy Land Pilgrimage 

Fr. Tom Krieg will be hosting a meeting to 
prepare for this coming November 4-18, 
2020 pilgrimage to Jordan and Isra-
el.  Both those who have already signed 
on and those who are interested are in-
vited to attend.  The meeting will be in St. 
James' Gathering Space on the Thursday 
after Ash Wednesday, February 27, at 
6:30p.  Fr. Tom will share a bit of his ex-
perience, flight plans, and also go through 
practical tips for a happy pilgrimage.  (An 
alternate meeting is on Monday, Febru-
ary 24 at 6:30p in the conference room of 
St. Joseph's Parish in Menomonie.) 

Welcome Charlie! 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, February 15, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
K King, J Sauter 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers C King, B Grzyb 
 

Sunday, February 16, 8:30a 
Lector P Uhlig 

 J Quirk, J Bowers,  
  J Zwiefelhofer
Servers E Falbo, A Burmesch,  
  R Knolmayer 
Ushers M Quirk, B Gruba, 
  A Christ, J Vetterkind 
Greeters P & J Quirk 
Counters M Burmesch, E & D Walker 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults .....................................  $4,283.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................ $8.40 
Plate ........................................... $231.00 
Capital Campaign .................... $1,150.00 
Human Development ................ $140.00 
Total Envelope and Plate .......$5,812.40 

Parish News 

The PCCW will hold its annual 
Bake Walks during the KC’s Fish 
Fry Suppers.  We will need 15-
20 baked items for each Bake 
Walk. Sign up sheets are in the 

Gathering Space. We also need helpers at 
the Bake Walks.  

Parish Council of Catholic Women Knights of Columbus 

Our next meeting is February 
10 at 7:00p. The Knights of Co-
lumbus will be hosting their 
Famous Fish Fry on Fridays in 

Lent starting February 28 from 4-7:00p. 
Hope to see you there!  

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp    715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager 
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander     715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert         715-855-1294, x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                  715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday  
mornings beginning at 7:50a.  

Family Faith Formation 

Join us for Book Club for Chris Carstens' 
phenomenal book “A Devotional Journey 
Into the Mass” on Sunday, April 5 after 
8:30a Mass. Chris Carstens was the guest 
speaker for Family Formation in January 
and a copy of his book was passed out to 
each family. All parishioners are welcome 
to the Book Club, though, so if you would 
like to order a copy of the book, please 
contact Marianne Callaghan.  

Mass Time Change 

Daily Mass on Tuesday, February 11 will 
be at 9:00a as the Regis Catholic Schools 
are here for a retreat. 

Communion to Homebound 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Kings Closet 

If you are cleaning out your closet please 
consider donating the items to King’s 
Closet. Just leave items to donate at St. 
Raymond’s and they will be delivered. 

Mass Intentions 

We welcome Mass Intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tions list is now six months out. Every 
Mass  will be  said, and  in  the  order 
received. 

We still need a little help in 
meeting our Diocesan Annual 
Appeal goal. We are almost there 
and are only $6,390 away from 
reaching the goal. Any amount 
pledged and collected beyond 

our goal comes back 100% to our parish. 
Please consider including St. Raymond’s 
Diocesan Annual Appeal in your yearly 
giving. Thank you for your generosity! 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

Women’s Call to Holiness 

The La Crosse and Eau Claire Council of 
Catholic Women deaneries are uniting to 
host an event for women of all ages that 
will revive in them the nobleness of their 
mission, the dignity of their vocation, and 
their call to holiness as women reflecting 
Christ.  This lovely one-day conference is 
held at St. Mary’s, Altoona, on Saturday, 
March 7.  Confessions, rosary, Mass, two 
inspirational talks with speaker Laura 
Boronski, vendors, and a fantastic lunch. 
Registrations forms are available in the 
Gathering Space or at www.ldccw.org. 

Holy Land Pilgrimage 

Fr. Tom Krieg will be hosting a meeting to 
prepare for this coming November 4-18, 
2020 pilgrimage to Jordan and Isra-
el.  Both those who have already signed 
on and those who are interested are in-
vited to attend.  The meeting will be in St. 
James' Gathering Space on the Thursday 
after Ash Wednesday, February 27, at 
6:30p.  Fr. Tom will share a bit of his ex-
perience, flight plans, and also go through 
practical tips for a happy pilgrimage.  (An 
alternate meeting is on Monday, Febru-
ary 24 at 6:30p in the conference room of 
St. Joseph's Parish in Menomonie.) 

Married Couples Event 

You are invited to a romantic candlelight 
dinner, to promote the sanctity of the 
sacrament of marriage, Saturday, Febru-
ary 22, 5:00-9:00p. The evening will in-
clude social hour, dinner, live entertain-
ment  and guest speakers. For more infor-
mation go to www.lilydalewi.com or call 
715-720-1288. Organized by The Church 
of Notre Dame, Chippewa Falls and host-
ed at Lilydale. 

Regis Catholic Schools 

Your child could attend tuition free! We 
participate in the Wisconsin Parental 
Choice Program! Families with incomes 
below the federal poverty level are eligi-
ble to apply. Learn more at 
www.regiscatholicschools.com. Applica-
tion deadline is April 16. Questions: call 
715-830-2273, ext. 1400. 




