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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 

Masses are Live on St. Mary and 

St. Raymond FaceBook Pages 
  

April 11 through April 19 
Sat., Apr. 11 9:00p † Kathleen Lindgren 
Sun., Apr. 12 8:00a  SR & SM Parishioners 
  8:00a † June Meznarich 
  9:00a † Richard Gosnell 
Mon., Apr. 13 8:00a † JoAnn LeMere 
Tue., Apr. 14 8:00a † Ken Bauer 
Wed., Apr. 15 8:00a Jeff Nedland 
Thurs. Apr. 16 8:00a † Cary Osborn 
Fri., Apr. 17 8:00a † Bernice Bauer 
Sat., Apr. 18 8:00a † Paul C & Clara Bauer 
Sun., Apr. 19 8:00a † Peter & Mary Gallick 
  8:00a † JoAnn LeMere 
  9:00a SM & SR Parishioners  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Drive up Confessions Offered Mon., Wed. & Fri. at St. Mary 
 Drive up Confessions Offered Tue. & Thur. at St. Raymond 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

      Adoration Tuesday Evenings at St. Mary’s 
      Adoration Thursday Evenings at St. Raymond’s 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

When Hope Hurts 
As followers of Jesus, we are people of 
Hope – especially during Holy Week and 
Easter. 

This year we are experiencing Holy Week 
and Easter like never before. Since the 
middle of March, there have been many 
hardships. Most everyone has lost access 
to Mass – and that is the least of our wor-
ries. Some find their entire livelihood in 

grave peril; others are under enormous daily stress; many others 
have died of COVID-19 or lost a loved one. 

Almost all of us have felt our daily lives turned upside down. Al-
most everyone I know seems to be experiencing a significant 
spike in anxiety or a resurgence of unwanted behaviors. So much 
is uncertain and unknown; so much can change so quickly. We 
trust God, but it’s incredibly hard at times to keep believing that 
it’s somehow all going to be blessed by God as part of his greater 
plan. 

Hope is hard. The Christian virtue of Hope is not rosy optimism; 
it’s not a feel-good pretending like everything is just swell. Hope 
involves longing and desiring, watching and waiting. Hope 
stretches our human hearts way beyond what feels easy or com-
fortable. Indeed, keeping Hope alive in our heart can be painful. 
It’s so much easier to try to avoid, it, numb it, or even kill it – 
choosing instead a path of self-soothing or self-reliance. But we 
cannot save ourselves. 

Hope is the virtue of Holy Saturday – a day that is easily over-
looked. The invitation of Holy Mother Church – rarely accepted – 
is to engage in fasting and silence and prayer as best we can, to 
continue keeping our vigil at the Tomb of Christ, watching and 
waiting in Hope. 

Think of the various characters in the Gospels and imagine what 
their experience of Holy Saturday was like. Think of Peter and the 
other apostles, having suddenly lost their Lord and their friend 
Jesus – and under the shameful circumstances of having aban-
doned him or denied him. Jesus had recently given a glimpse of 
glory to Peter atop Mount Tabor in the Transfiguration. Maybe 
that experience gave him some faint glimmer of Hope amidst his 
overwhelming feelings of grief and disillusionment, fear and 
doubt, guilt and shame. 

Think of Mary Magdalene and the other faithful women, holding 
Jesus in their hearts, continuing to love him even when it hurt so 
much. Their instinctive and intuitive Hope drew them to the 
tomb on Easter morning, even if they didn’t understand what 
was happening in their hearts. 

Think of Jesus’ own mother Mary, who had borne him in her 
womb, nursed him, taught him to pray, taught him to walk, and 
so much more. Over the course of 33 years, she was more inti-
mately close to him and held more conversations with Him than 
any other human being. Scripture does not record these, but 
Luke does tell us more than once that Mary kept pondering these 
mysteries in her heart. She is perhaps the one person who was 
not entirely surprised at his Resurrection. 

But even for Mary – nay, especially for Mary – there was that 
agonizing in-between moment of Hope between the first day of 
Good Friday and the third day of Resurrection. If the experience 
was anything like the previous patterns (the birth of Jesus, the 
Flight into Egypt, the Presentation in the Temple), she knew and 
believed God’s promises, but did not know how those promises 
would be fulfilled. 

That is what is so hard about Hope. It is an invitation to plunge 
into the depths of Jesus’ suffering – which involved far more than 
physical torments. He freely allowed himself to dive into the 
depths of our fallen human experience – including the isolation, 
the loneliness, the fear, the shame, the rejection, and the aban-
donment that so many of us experience. When he cries out “My 
God, My God, why have you abandoned me?” He is crying out 
with and for each of us from the depths of our hearts – places we 
are often not willing to go ourselves, because they hurt so much. 

Then it’s our turn. Like the Virgin Mary, like Mary Magdalene, like 
so many of the other disciples, we are invited to keep vigil at his 
Tomb. We are invited to keep believing his promises – even when 
it seems impossible anything will ever change. For each of them, 
Easter morning was a wonderful surprise. The risen Jesus brought 
them joy in a way they had never imagined possible. 

During “normal” Holy Weeks, Catholics show up in large numbers 
for Good Friday, and are often moved to tears at the torments 
Jesus endured on the Cross. During “normal” Holy Weeks, most 
Catholics give little thought to the experience of Holy Saturday. 
This year, we all have an extended Holy Saturday opportunity. 
We have been given a share in Jesus’ suffering and death. In the 
form of all this unrest and all these unknowns, we have an oppor-
tunity to share in the same disorienting and agonizing experience 
of those early disciples on that first Holy Saturday. Like most of 
them, we do not know how long it will last, whether it will get 
better, or how it will get better. We surrender in Hope; we wait 
in Hope, even when it hurts. 

We are free to choose. We can plunge fully into the deep waters 
of Hope. Or we can keep popping up for air. There are any num-
ber of ways we can do that. Some plunge instead into the false 
soothing of food or alcohol or pornography. Others minimize or 
deny, pretending like it’s not really that hard (thus distancing 
themselves from genuine Hope). Still others crack a joke or get 
peevish and judgmental towards others – anything that will free 
us from the agony of abiding at the Tomb in Hope. 

These are normal ways of avoiding – and they make sense. It is 
terrifying to be under water for a long period of time! For many 
of us, it feels like it will be too much or too long. Indeed, that is 
the whole point of being plunged into the waters of Baptism – we 
actually die with Christ. Then comes the new life. 

We Catholics think often of Good Friday and of suffering with 
Jesus. This year, I invite each of us to think especially of Holy Sat-
urday, and give ourselves permission to experience the full depth 
and breadth and length of Christian Hope. It is not for the faint of 
heart! But it creates an earthquake, breaks open the tomb of our 
heart; it rolls away the stone so that we, too, can be surprised by 
the Risen Jesus. 



Saint Mary’s and St. Raymond’s Parishes 

Homebound Visits 

If you know of someone who 
is homebound and would like 
Holy Communion brought to 
them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $7,731.00 
Easter Offering ........................... $330.00 
Offertory (Plate) ......................... $273.00 
Total Envelope & Plate .......... $8,334.00 
 

Capital Campaign  ................... $1,170.00 
Thank you! 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Kaylee Peikert    715-855-1294 , x 142 
    Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $4,560.00 
Easter Offering ........................... $225.00 
Plate ........................................... $125.00 
Capital Campaign .................... $1,636.67 
Total Envelope and Plate ...... $6,546.67 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 

Parish Email  
    stmarypar@gmail.com   
 

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Evangelization & Faith Formation  
   

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Faith Formation Coordinator 

Maria Ricciardi           715-855-1294, x 106 

       FaithFormationSM@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715-855-1294, x 140 

       frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com  

Maintenance 
  Charles Thurner        715-855-1294, x 141 
    Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 

  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

 Supporting Your Church 
THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who 
has continued to support our parishes 
through your weekly offering! We have 
had a good response even though we have 
not been in Church together! If you have 
questions about how you can get your 
offering to Church, please feel free to call 
Bonnie Firkus at 715-533-0629. 

Readings for April 12 

 

Easter Sunday 
 

First Reading: 

 

Second Reading: 

Colossians: 3: 1-4 
 

Gospel: 

John: 20: 1-9 

(He had to rise from the dead) 

Parish News - St. Mary’s Parish News - St. Raymond’s 

Church Building Open 
St. Mary’s Church building remains open 
from 9:00a to 9:00p every day for private 
prayer. Please only 9 people in the 
Church at a time and at least 6 feet apart. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Eucharistic Adoration is on Tuesday even-
ing. Please follow social distancing laws. 

Confessions 
Drive-up Confessions are offered on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings 
from 7:00-9:00p. Pull up to Father, re-
main in your car and turn off engine. 

Online Giving 
As we find new ways to do everything, 
your weekly offering will need to make its 
way to your parish in a new way too. You 
can to go St. Mary’s website and click on 
the online giving tab. It is quick and easy! 

Church Building Open 
St. Raymond’s Church building is open 
from 9:00a to 9:00p every day for private 
prayer. Please only 9 people in the 
Church at a time and at least 6 feet apart. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Eucharistic Adoration is Thursday even-
ing. Please follow social distancing laws. 

Confessions 
Drive-up Confessions are offered on Tues-
day and Thursday evenings from 7:00-
9:00p. Pull up to Father, remain in your 
car and turn off engine. 

Online Giving 
As we find new ways to do everything, 
your weekly offering will need to make its 
way to your parish in a new way too. Visit 
St. Raymond’s website and click on the 
online giving tab. It is quick and easy! 

FORMED.Org 

Now is the time to take advantage of this 
great online resource! Catholic content 
that you can access right from your 
home! On the front page of this bulletin, 
at the bottom, is the access code. Take 
advantage of Catholic reading, movies 
and audio books today! 

Join Us at Mass! 

Check out St. Mary’s or St. Raymond’s 
FaceBook page to watch daily Mass live-
streamed at 8:00a! 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quest to Janet Fox at general-
book@charter.net . 

No Internet Connection? 

If you have slow or no internet connec-
tion you can listen to Relevant Radio on 
1050AM. They have daily Mass at noon 
each day, the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 
3:00p and the Rosary at 7:00p each even-
ing. Sunday Mass is on TV-18 at 9:30a. 



St. Mary’s 2020 Easter 

Flower and Decoration Memorials 

     Memorial     Donor 

  

  

  

  

CORRECTION: The following paragraph was omitted from last week’s Family of the Month feature page: 
 

St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus - Family of the Month - Scott and Becky Alexander and their Family 
Scott has been a member of Our Lady of Guadalupe Council since 2013 and a 4th degree member of the Bishop Fulton J. Sheen As-
sembly since 2015.  He has held several officer positions since joining the Knights of Columbus including Recorder, Chancellor, and 
Deputy Grand Knight.  Scott has been an active participant in church and community service projects including social Sunday, altar 
server retreats, the tootsie roll drive, the Chippewa Valley Air Show, Special Olympics, Catholic Schools Week, and St. Mary’s Fall 
Festival.  He currently serves on the Parish Council and previously on the Education Endowment Committee.  Scott was recently 
elected to serve on the Board of Directors of the Regis Catholic Schools Foundation and for many years has led the Regis High 
School Booster Club.  He’s been employed with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation for 35 years. 
Serving at St. Mary’s has been a blessing for the Alexanders as it has helped them to grow in their faith and to form many wonderful 
friendships! 



   Memorial                                                Donor 

Theresa Campbell 

Donation 

Donation 

Donation 

Donation 

Eugene E. & Gene R. 

Peter Gallick 

Mary Geisert 

Mary Geisert 

Mary Gentry 

Mary Gentry 

Charlie & Joanne Graaskamp 

Bernice Green 

Kostka & Guns Deceased Family Members 

Mike & Gladys Kostka 

Scott Kostka 

Romie & June Krueger 

Clarence & Florence Lubick 

Otto Nix & Family 

Ardith Paarni 

Jay Rollins 

Leon & Roma Schmidt 

Kristina Sigurdson 

Robert Sigurdson 

Ted Stanola 

Teresa Thorson 

Leo & Margaret Ulweling 

Susan Weiss 

Guy & Mary Wood Family 

Knights of Columbus 

Wayne and Judy Webster 

Michael Klobucar 

Pete & Lisa Melrose 

Bob & Bernadine Grzyb 

Dianne LeMere 

Carol Gallick 

Julie Graaskamp 

Knights of Columbus 

Patrick Gentry 

Luanne Scheuermann 

Pieter & Julie Graaskamp 

Jim & Shelli Julson 

Wayne & Carla Kostka 

Kelly & Deanna Roberts 

Kelly & Deanna Roberts 

Pieter & Julie Graaskamp 

Ted & Jeannette Lubick 

Virginia Nix 

Dennis & Cindy Fiser 

Jerry & Carol Rollins 

Pieter & Julie Graaskamp 

Veronica Sigurdson 

Veronica Sigurdson 

Ted & Jeannette Lubick 

Dianne LeMere 

Elaine Welin 

Jim & Shelli Julson 

Susan Wood 

2020 Easter Lily 
Memorials 
St. Raymond’s 


